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Chapel  of  Love 
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President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation  Charles  C.  Kleinpeter  hands  the  ceremonial  key  to 
Grace  Chapel  to  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety  and  Corrections  Richard  Stalder.  Behind  them  stand  Roy  O.  Martin 
Jr.  and  wife  Vinita,  members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  and  supporters  of  the  project.  Looking  on  are  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  Avoyelles  Correctional  Center  Warden  Baron  Kaylo,  also  a  United  Methodist,  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent  William  Youngblood  and  Avoyelles  Senior  Chaplain  Robbie  Strong. 


United  Methodist 

United  Methodists  throughout  the 
Conference  attended  the  official  open¬ 
ing  and  interfaith  blessing  service  of 
the  new  Grace  Chapel  at  Avoyelles 
Correctional  Center  in  Cottonport  Dec. 
12,  2001.  Bishop  William  Hutchinson 
and  Rev.  William  Youngblood, 
Alexandria  district  superintendent, 
represented  United  Methodism  during 
the  ecumenical  event. 

The  chapel  at  Avoyelles  is  the  first  of 
20  chapels  to  be  constructed  in 


presence  strong  in 

Louisiana  prisons.  The  Louisiana 
Prison  Chapel  Foundation,  headed  by 
Charles  C.  Kleinpeter,  is  the  nonprofit 
ecumenical  foundation  responsible  for 
the  completion  of  Grace  Chapel  and 
for  the  series  of  interfaith  chapels 
scheduled  for  construction  on  the 
grounds  of  state  prisons. 

Prior  to  the  construction  of  this  new 
facility,  religious  services  at  Avoyelles 
were  held  in  cafeterias  or  general 
assembly  rooms. 


first  prison  chapel 

Three  additional  interfaith  chapels 
will  also  be  completed  in  January  and 
official  dedication  ceremonies  will  be 
scheduled  soon,  according  to 
Kleinpeter. 

Governor  M.  J.  “Mike”  Foster,  Jr., 
who  serves  with  Mrs.  Foster  as  hon¬ 
orary  co-chair  of  the  foundation,  said, 
“This  is  a  great  day  for  Louisiana  - 
another  positive  -  something  that  will 

See  Grace  Chapel,  page  3 


UMCom  offers  updated  Igniting  Ministry  planning  kit 


United  Methodist  Communications 
has  made  available  a  new  planning  kit 
for  Igniting  Ministry. 

This  update  to  previously  distributed 
materials  includes  sermon  outlines, 
liturgical  resources,  additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  welcoming  skills,  short  films  on 
spiritual  growth,  and  more  advertising 
resources. 

Congregations  may  order  the  kit, 


priced  at  $74.95,  by  calling  (877)  281- 
6535.  For  more  information,  visit  the 
website  at  www.ignitingministry.org. 

Key  leaders  of  congregations  may  also 
wish  to  attend  one  of  three  “Igniting 


Your  Ministry"  seminars  being  offered  in 
2002. 

The  seminars  invite  participants  to 
learn  key  principles  for  reaching  new¬ 
comers  and  building  a  congregation  that 
continually  renews  itself. 

The  events  are  set  for  March  7-8  in 
Orlando,  May  2-3  in  Troy,  Ill.,  and  Sept. 
12-13  in  Dallas.  Call  Craig  Miller  at  (877) 
899-2780. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


A  Day  of  New  Beginnings 


This  is  a  day  of  new  beginnings 

As  I  write  it  is  January  3, 2002,  a  day 
of  new  beginnings  for  me.  The  writing 
of  this  column  is  my  first  “official”  act 
in  2002.  The  last  couple  of  days  I  have 
been  “on  vacation”  so  to  speak,  watch¬ 
ing  bowl  games,  seeing  movies,  and 
attending  the  Sugar  Bowl.  How  about 
those  Tigers! 

As  the  new  year  opens  her  arms  to 
us  and  beckons  us  into  the  many 
opportunities  and  experiences  that 
await,  I  look  at  it  all  with  renewed 
strength,  renewed  enthusiasm,  and 
renewed  hope.  It’s  going  to  be  a  great 
year  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  in 
Louisiana!  Yes,  this  is  a  day  of  new 
beginnings. 

Time  to  remember  and  move  on 

What  memories  from  2001 1  take 
into  2002.  My  first  at  many  events  - 
Discerning  the  Call,  Tending  our  Life 
Together,  Mardi  Gras,  District  Visits, 
appointment  sessions,  Confirmation 
Day  with  the  Bishop,  Annual 
Conference  -  “Alive  in  the  Spirit, 
Walking  in  the  Way”,  my  first  ordina¬ 
tions,  trip  to  Russia  to  dedicate  the 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ekaterinberg,  National  Convention  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  travels  to 
Cambodia  and  Vietnam  for  the  general 
church,  UMW  annual  meeting,  revival 
of  Bishop’s  Society  dinners,  hosting  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  College  of 
Bishops  in  New  Orleans,  preaching  in 
many  of  our  churches,  getting  to  know 
the  laity  and  clergy  of  Louisiana.  My 
granddaughter’s  first  birthday,  my 
mother’s  85th  birthday,  my  father-in- 
law’s  89th  birthday,  my  60th  birthday! 
Visits  to  Reno,  NV  to  see  family  there. 
Visits  to  Hobbs,  NM  to  see  family 
there.  Christmas  in  Baton  Rouge  and 
then  on  to  New  Mexico.  Ah,  time  to 
remember  and  move  on. 

Time  to  believe  what  love  is  bringing 

The  promises  ahead  are  so  many 
and  so  magnificent.  The  love  of  God  is 
going  to  bring  a  growth-filled  year  to 
us  in  Louisiana  Methodism.  There  will 
be  the  beginning  of  the  Pastoral 
Exchange  program  within  the 
Conference,  the  first  session  of  the 
Discemer’s  Academy,  and  the  first  Laity 
Spiritual  Retreat  with  the  Bishop.  We 
will  have  Vietnamese  interns  in  New 
Orleans  and  Baton  Rouge  in  the  sum¬ 


mer  of  2002  helping 
us  discern  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  new 
Vietnamese  congre¬ 
gations  within  our 
conference. 
Louisiana  VIM  trips 
will  cover  the  globe. 
At  least  one  new 
church  will  be  start¬ 
ed  and  probably 
more.  We’re  going 
to  take  another  step 
forward  in  our  ultimate  goal  of  100% 
payout  of  apportionments.  The 
church  is  going  to  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  members  because  we  are  going 
to  tell  the  world  about  the  love  of 
Christ!  Yes,  it  is  time  to  believe  what 
love  is  bringing! 

Laying  to  rest  the  pain  that’s  gone 

There’s  been  much  pain  in  2001. 
Who  among  us  will  ever  forget  9/11? 
The  pain  of  seeing  our  people  enter 
into  a  state  of  fear  and  anxiety.  The 
pain  of  laying  to  rest  some  3000  inno¬ 
cent  citizens.  The  pain  of  seeing  our 
young  women  and  men  go  off  to  war. 
The  pain  of  world  insecurity  in  the  face 
of  terrorism.  Yes,  we  have  seen  nation¬ 
al  and  international  pain.  And  closer 
to  home  there  has  been  pain  -  the  loss 
of  beloved  Conference  members;  the 
illnesses  that  have  plagued  so  many; 
the  trauma  in  some  of  our  congrega¬ 
tions  where  mistrust  and  accusations 
have  divided  the  fellowship;  and  the 
pain  of  believing  we  have  not  achieved 
all  we  wanted  to  achieve  and  have  not 
accomplished  all  we  should  have 
accomplished.  Yes,  there  has  been 
pain.  But  it  is  now  time  to  lay  it  to  rest 
and  move  on  into  the  New  Year  with 
the  assurance  that  God  walks  with  us 
and  will  lead. 

Christ  is  alive,  and  goes  before  us 

to  show  and  share  what  love  can  do. 

This  is  a  day  of  new  beginnings; 

our  God  is  making  all  things  new. 

-  Brian  Wren 

What  a  blessing  to  share  this  jour¬ 
ney  with  you! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


GBGM  seeks  views  on  mission  and  leadership 


The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  is  seeking  views  from 
around  the  church  regarding  the  future 
of  mission  and  the  leadership  of  the 
agency.  The  board  has  scheduled  a  "lis¬ 
tening  event"  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
March  2  in  Chicago  for  individuals,  asso¬ 
ciations  and  other  unofficial  groups 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
offer  input.  Selected  directors  of  the 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  attend 
the  forum.  Comments  collected  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  search  committee  for 
the  board's  new  chief  executive. 
Registration  is  limited. 

For  details,  contact  the  Rev.  Duane  V 
Sarazin,  c/o  River  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church,  11100  River  Hills  Drive, 
Burnsville,  MN  55337  or  by  e-mail  to 
duane.sarazin@juno.com. 


Third  and  fourth  grade  students  from  Vorice  J.  Water  Elementary  School  brought 
gifts  and  visited  with  the  residents  of  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home  during  the 
Christmas  season.  At  top  left,  Lafon  Activity  Director  Anissa  Barabino  stands  with 
teachers  Beverly  Castille  and  Wanda  Taylor. 
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Grace  Chapel,  from  pagel 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Bearing  United  Methodist  robes,  members  of  the  choir  at  Avoyelles  Correctional  Center 
in  Cottonport  sing  in  praise  during  the  service  of  blessing  for  Grace  Chapel,  the  first  of 
20  to  be  constructed  by  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation. 


continue  to  provide  results  for  many 
years  to  come.” 

During  the  service,  held  in  the  new 
facility,  Bishop  Hutchinson  asked  the 
question,  “How  shall  this  building  be 
named?”  Fellow  United  Methodist 
Vinita  Martin  responded,  “On  behalf  of 
my  husband  and  myself,  we  bless  this 
building  for  the  worship  of  God  and  the 
service  to  the  inmates  and  the  staff  at 
Avoyelles  Correction  Center  to  be  named 
Grace  Chapel.”  Vinita,  and  husband  Roy 
Martin  Jr.,  have  given  generously  toward 
the  Grace  Chapel  fund. 

“The  dedication  of  the  new  chapel  at 
the  Avoyelles  Correctional  Center  was  an 
inspiring  experience.  It  was  so  moving  to 
see  such  hope  and  joy  in  the  faces  of 
those  who  have  every  reason  to  have  lost 
hope,”  said  Youngblood. 

Sara  Simmonds,  foundation  board 
member  and  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Alexandria,  said  “This  very  important 
project  will  offer  the  inmates  a  freedom 
of  spirit.”  Simmonds,  along  with  the 
warden  of  ACC,  Baron  Kaylo,  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  organizing  fundraising  efforts 
for  the  project  in  Central  Louisiana. 
Warden  Kaylo,  also  a  United  Methodist, 
is  a  member  of  Marksville  UMC. 

Construction  of  the  chapels  began  in 
2001  after  the  foundation  announced  it 
had  raised  $1.3  million  from  individuals 
and  congregations  throughout  the  state. 
“Gifts  from  various  religious  denomina¬ 
tions,  individuals,  and  foundations  have 

UMCOR  approves 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  approved  two  $1  million 
grants  for  response  to  the  Sept.  1 1  terror¬ 
ist  attacks. 

The  grants,  requested  by  the  United 
Methodist  New  York  Annual  (regional) 
Conference,  were  approved  by  UMCOR 
directors  during  a  Dec.  19  conference 
call.  Another  grant  provides  $300,000  for 
work  in  Afghanistan. 

A  grant  of  up  to  $1.1  million,  to  be 


made  it  possible  to  complete  the  first 
four  chapels,”  said  Kleinpeter.  The  other 
three  chapels  are  at  C.  Paul  Phelps 
Correctional  Center  in  DeQuincy,  Elayn 
Hunt  Correctional  Center  in  St.  Gabriel, 
and  Wade  Correctional  Center  in  Homer. 

Special  recognition  for  first  phase 
efforts  was  given  to  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference,  the  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  Catholic 
Diocese  of  Lake  Charles,  the  Louisiana 
Baptist  Convention,  and  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Louisiana.  "In  this  first  phase, 
we  have  individuals  who  have  provided 
gifts  from  $5  to  over  $300,000.  Many 
small  gifts  have  been  made  in  church 
collections  at  Sunday  services.  Every  dol¬ 
lar  counts  and  we  are  deeply  moved  by 
this  generosity,”  said  Kleinpeter.  He 
added  “not  everyone  can  be  a  lay  minis¬ 
ter  to  inmates  in  our  prisons  but  almost 
everyone  can  give.” 

Each  chapel  will  utilize  a  similar 
architectural  design  for  optimal  efficien¬ 
cy.  Inmates  have  assisted  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  chapels  representing  a 
significant  commitment  to  this  project, 
which  has  also  significantly  lowered  the 
construction  cost. 

The  chapels  will  include  a  chaplain’s 
office,  meeting  rooms,  chancel/alter  space, 
baptistery,  and  storage  space.  The  basic 
structure  consists  of  a  metal  building  frame 
skeleton,  concrete  block  walls,  standing 
seamed  metal  roof,  a  concrete  foundation 
and  aluminum  frame  windows. 


released  in  quarterly  payments,  will  be 
applied  to  a  contract  with  the  Blanton- 
Peale  Institute  and  Counseling  Center, 
which  will  provide  trauma  counseling 
and  referral.  Blanton-Peale  operates  two 
state-licensed  counseling  centers,  eight 
community  counseling  centers  and  a 
telephone  consultation  and  referral  serv¬ 
ice  for  denominations  and  religious 
institutions.  The  agency  also  staffs  and 
maintains  the  authorized  national  refer¬ 
ral  tollfree  number  for  the  American 


Inmates  are  providing  substantial 
labor  and  building  assistance  toward 
chapel  construction,  including  site 
preparation;  concrete  slab  work;  installa¬ 
tion  of  electrical,  plumbing,  carpet  and 
ceiling  materials;  interior  finishing  work; 
final  grading  and  clean-up.  The  contrac¬ 
tor  supplied  all  building  materials  and 
installed  the  metal  building,  steeple, 
heating,  ventilation  and  air  conditioning. 


Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors. 

As  part  of  the  contract,  the  profes¬ 
sional  staff  at  Blanton-Peale  would 
counsel,  assess  and  refer  by  phone  con¬ 
gregants  and  others  referred  by  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  UMCOR  commu¬ 
nity  workers  to  pastoral  counselors,  cer¬ 
tified  therapists  and  counseling  centers 
throughout  the  conference.  Besides  New 
York  City,  the  conference  area  includes 
Long  Island,  counties  north  of  the  city 
and  part  of  Connecticut. 


The  construction  contract  was  award¬ 
ed  to  Guy  Hopkins  Construction 
Company,  General  Contractors.  The 
chapels  were  designed  by  Grace  & 
Hebert,  ALA  Architects,  Inc.  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

Avoyelles  Senior  Chaplain  Robbie 
Strong  said,  “I  am  definitely  excited 
about  having  a  place  to  worship  which 
we  can  call  our  own.” 


UMCOR  has  approved  another  $1 
million  to  the  New  York  Conference  to 
encourage  local  churches  to  develop 
programs  that  respond  direcdy  to  local 
needs  arising  from  the  aftermath  of  Sept. 
1 1 .  An  evaluation  committee  will  receive 
proposals  and  disperse  funds  to  projects 
considered  appropriate  and  in  keeping 
with  UMCOR’s  mandate  for  service. 

In  October,  UMCOR  directors 
approved  the  release  of  $400,000  for  a 
project  in  Afghanistan. 


latest  round  of  grants  in  response  to  Sept.  1 1  tragedy 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Magnolia,  Arkansas  presents 

Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
and 

Dr.  Lovett  Weems,  Jr. 
in 

THE  M.E.  PEACE  LECTURES 

April  4-6,  2002 

For  more  information  about  the  event  and  area  hotels:  (870)  234-4530 
bburnham@firstunitedmc.com 

The  M.  E.  Peace  Worship/Lectures 

The  Peace  Lectureship  was  established  in  1954  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Peace  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Magnolia.  Its  purpose  is  to  bring  to  Magnolia  outstanding 
preachers  of  the  Church  in  order  to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  community  and  its  surrounding  areas. 


Higher  education  foundation  to  provide 
matching  grants  of  $1 ,000  for  college 


United  Methodist  Higher  Education 
Foundation  will  provide  a  $1,000 
matching  scholarship  to  the  first  eligi¬ 
ble  350  applicants  (including  50  schol¬ 
arships  designated  for  Hispanic-, 
Asian-,  and  Native- American  students 
eligible  for  HANA  funds  funded  by  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry)  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  The  sponsoring  church 
must  remit  a  check  payable  to  UMHEF 
for  $1,000  with  the  completed  applica¬ 
tion  form.  Candidates  must  be 
enrolled  or  enrolling  as  a  full-time  stu¬ 
dent,  fall  2002,  in  a  United  Methodist- 
related  college,  university  or  seminary 
and  be  an  active  member  of  the 
church  for  at  least  one  year.  Doctoral 
candidates  are  not  eligible.  Upon  veri¬ 
fication  of  enrollment,  UMHEF  will 
transfer  $2,000  to  the  institution.  Only 
one  application  per  church  will  be 


accepted.  Only  one  application  per 
student  will  be  accepted.  All  informa¬ 
tion  must  be  completed  in  order  to  be 
considered. 

Applications  will  be  received  with 
postmark  dates  of  February  1  or  after. 
Incomplete  applications  or  applica¬ 
tions  postmarked  earlier  than  Feb.  1 
will  be  returned  to  the  sponsoring 
church  for  resubmittal. 

The  program  will  close  when  the 
350  available  scholarships  are  award¬ 
ed.  All  applications  and  checks 
received  after  the  program  has  closed 
out  will  be  returned  to  the  sponsoring 
churches.  This  form  may  be  repro¬ 
duced.  Faxes  will  not  be  accepted.  The 
2002  application  must  be  used,  and 
can  be  downloaded  from  the 
Foundation  website  at 
www.umhef.org.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (615)  340-7400. 
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SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


Johnson  Chapel  begins  renovations 


Renovation  work  has  begun  on 
Johnson  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  While  discussing 
the  need  for  workers,  the  Shreveport 
District  Ministry  Team  decided  to  kick 
off  the  work  with  a  workday  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  17. 

Several  people  from  area  churches 
gathered  at  Johnson  Chapel  at  8  a.m. 

The  church  is  located  on  Vaughn  Street 
wFiich  runs  parallel  to  Youree  Drive 
behind  the  Fina  station  across  the  street 
from  the  VA  Hospital. 

Ron  Feaster,  disaster  relief  coordina¬ 
tor,  Betsy  Eaves,  district  missioner,  and 
J.B.  Caldwell  met  earlier  to  plan  the 
workday. 

Betsy  says,  “I  am  hoping  that  this  will 
inspire  all  of  us  to  put  together  work 
teams  on  our  own  in  order  to  complete 
this  project.”  Among  those  working  that 
day  were:  District  Superintendent 
William  Peeples;  Eaves;  Kanny  Beauvais, 
co-lay  leader;  Larry  O’Dell  of  Christ 
UMC;  Nancy  Beauvais  of  Broadmoor 


UMC;  Rachel  Scott  of  Noel  UMC;  Mary 
Jarvis  of  Broadmoor  UMC;  Ginger 
Rogers  of  Ellerbe  Road  UMC;  and  Rev. 
Clyde  Smith  from  Johnson  Chapel. 

Some  of  the  projects  for  the  day  were: 

-  pulling  nails  out  of  floors  and  walls 

-  painting  (2nd  coat  exterior) 

-  priming  interior  walls 

-  scraping  ceilings 

-  tearing  out  kitchen  cabinets 

-  replacing  window  panes 

-  removing  a  partial  wall  and  the  bath¬ 
tub  from  the  bathroom 

-  patching  and  floating  the  kitchen  ced¬ 
ing 

Needed  are  those  who  have  expertise  in 
floor  supports  under  the  house  and 
wiring  in  the  attic.  Workers  brought 
claw  hammers,  pliers,  hacksaws  and 
paintbrushes  and  began  working  after 
gathering  together  in  prayer.  If  your 
group  can  help  with  this  project  in  our 
area,  contact  Ron  Feaster,  (318)  949-5069 
or  Rev.  Clyde  Smith,  Johnson  Chapel 
UMC,  (318)  636-6209. 


Volunteers  join  in  a  moment  of  prayer  before  renovation  work  at  Johnson  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 


Music  teacher's  dedication  spans  37  years 


For  37  years, 

Hazel  Vickrey  has 
been  teacliing  chil¬ 
dren  to  sing  with 
their  hearts  at 
Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport.  Any 
Sunday,  you  will  find 
Mrs.  Hazel  in  the 
three-year-old 
Sunday  School  Class  Room  teaching 
Bible  stories,  then  leading  the  whole 
pre-school  Sunday  School  songs  that 
teach  the  Bible.  Since  1964,  children 
(some  of  those  children  are  now  in 
their  30’s)  have  had  songs  about  Jesus 
written  in  their  hearts  and  minds  in 
Mrs.  Hazels  classroom.  No  whispering 
of  the  words  are  allowed  -  “Sing  out 
loud  and  strong  to  the  Lord,”  she 
might  tell  her  troop. 

During  a  performance,  Vickrey 
plays  the  piano  and  has  several 
helpers  to  lead  the  children  in  song. 
She  doesn’t  need  sheet  music  -  She 
only  uses  a  list  of  songs  with  a  note 
about  what  key,  “b  flat”  or  “f.”  Not  only 
are  the  songs  memorized,  but  she 
plays  music  “by  ear”  never  using  sheet 
music.  And  her  reperatoire  is  large, 
playing  not  only  hymns,  but  popular 
music  for  just  about  any  age.  She  was 
recently  seen  at  an  Elton  John  concert 
rocking  to  his  tunes!  Mrs.  Hazel,  she  is 
known,  happily  shares  her  talents 
daily  at  area  nursing  homes,  or 
whereever  there  is  a  need  for  uplifting, 
joyous  music  to  the  Lord! 


Since  1 964,  children  ages  two  through 
kindergarten  have  been  singing 
favorites  such  as  Happy  Birthday,  Jesus; 
Away  in  a  Manger;  There  was  a  Little 
Baby;  Go  Tell  it  on  the  Mountain;  Lord, 
Listen  to  the  Children  Pray;  Peace  Like  a 
River;  The  Bible;  Zacchaeus;  Lord's  Army; 
and  popular  favorites  like  Jingle  Bells. 


Vickrey 


Clergy  "Spice"serve  families  at  YMCA  crisis  center 


On  Nov.  17,  the  “Clergy  Spice,”  spous¬ 
es  of  the  Slireveport  District  ministers, 
took  lunch  to  families  at  the  YMCA  Crisis 
Center.  The  YMCA  Family  Crisis  Center 
is  a  haven  for  women  and  children  in 
need  of  protection  and  help  in  abusive 
situations.Fane  Peeples,  married  to 
District  Superintendant  William  Peeples, 
said  that  it  was  a  great  day  to  spend  time 


with  the  women  and  children.  After 
lunch  was  served  there  was  a  story  time 
for  the  children  and  a  fellowship  visiting 
time  with  the  women. 

Fane  says  the  group  is  thankful  that 
the  area  offers  this  facility  for  women 
and  glad  to  be  of  help.  Fresh  supplies  of 
towels  and  wash  cloths  were  also  given 
as  gifts  to  the  center. 


First  UMC,  Many,  opens  family  life  center 


Members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Many  dedicated  the  new 
Family  Life  Center  Oct.  21,  2001  and 
held  an  open  house  Oct.  27.  Rev.  Charlie 
Crews,  pastor,  and  members  celebrated 
with  a  catered  lunch. 

Talked  about  for  10  years,  this  long 
awaited  dream  is  now  a  reality.  Edward  P 
“Bo”  Chevallier,  general  chairman  and 
Billy  Lafitte  and  Brian  Tannehill,  Advance 
Givers  chairmen,  helped  to  launch  this 
effort  and  see  it  to  completion. 

Prayer  was  the  first  order  of  business 
in  this  project.  A  prayer  vigil  was  held 
followed  by  a  three-year  pledge  cam¬ 
paign.  The  campaign  was  named  “In 
Jesus’  Name.”  Also  instrumental  in  con¬ 


struction  of  the  project  were  Eugene 
Fremaux  and  Les  Crowson.  The  metal 
building,  faced  with  a  brick  front,  fea¬ 
tures  a  full  basketball  court,  collapsible 
bleachers;  restrooms  with  shower,  a  craft 
room,  and  a  large  youth  lounge  and 
office.  There  is  also  a  full  service  kitchen. 

“During  the  building  process  the 
members  have  come  together  with  a 
wonderful  spirit  of  unity  and  coopera¬ 
tion.  God  has  used  this  to  renew  and  re¬ 
energize  our  church  for  more  effective 
witness  and  mission  in  this  community. 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  the  exciting  new 
things  that  God  will  continue  to  unfold 
before  us  in  our  journey  of  faith  togeth¬ 
er,”  Crews  said. 


Eternal  Flame 

The  Eternal  Flame  Endowment  Fund  supporters  gathered  to  celebrate  the  fund  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  3, 2001,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Guests 
were  treated  to  a  "musical  evening. "The  24-year-old  fund  has  proven  to  be  a  valu¬ 
able  legacy,  providing  necessary  financial  support  in  recent  years.  After  the  dinner, 
guests  were  shuttled  down  to  the  riverfront  to  enjoy  a  performance  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir's  concert, "Rhapsody  in  View."  Above,  Kathryn  Morrison, 
Ruby  Morris,  Sarah  Rains,  Kay  Camp  and  Ruth  McCook  gather  before  dinner. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Shreveport  District  Communicator: 

Mary  Jarvis 

169  Patton  Ave.,  Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
(318)  865-0465;  mjbeads@slueve.net 


From  the  Coordinator 

Dear  Friends  in  Christ: 

People  ask  me  what  we  are  about  in  Restorative  Justice  Ministry  in  Louisiana. 
Is  it  "prison  ministry”?  The  answer  is  “yes”  and  “no.” 

It  is  very  much  a  ministry  for  the  incarcerated.  They  need  to  be  restored  to  the 
community,  themselves,  their  family  and  their  God.  This  means  offering  G.E.D.s, 
literacy  courses,  college  training  where  possible,  classes  on  skills  to  function  on 
the  “outside”,  and  service  projects  for  residents.  But  most  of  all,  it  provides  an 
introduction  to  a  living  faith  in  Jesus  the  Christ  and  a  supportive  community.  It 
includes  mentoring  by  a  faith  community,  getting  a  job,  and  receiving  support 
for  building  up  damaged  families. 

Restorative  Justice  is  also  a  ministry  to  victims  who  are  damaged  in  two  ways 
by  crimes.  There  are  the  original  physical,  financial  and  emotional  hurts  coupled 
with  the  ongoing  resentment  and  animosity  that  results  from  victimization.  The 
church  must  be  there  for  them. 

We  must  offer  ministry  to  families  broken  by  crime.  This  includes  families  of 
both  victims  and  offenders.  We  must  help  to  bring  peace,  harmony  and  security 
back  to  the  broken  community.  We  must  consider  the  harm  done  to  law  enforce¬ 
ment,  the  courts  and  prison  employees. 

There  are  at  least  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  a  million  people  harmed  by 
crime  in  our  state  of  Louisiana,  the  most  incarcerated  place  in  the  world. 

The  Church’s  involvement  in  ministry  is  critical.  Let  us  find  ways  to  bring  the 
love  of  Jesus  to  those  he  has  given  us  to  serve. 

Yours  in  Christ, 

John  R.  Johns 


Dreams  for  the  Future 

-  A  third  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  at  Caney  Lake 

-  Kairos  in  every  major  prison 

-  Epiphany  in  every  major  youth  facility 

-  Disciple  Bible  Studies  in  at  least  six  prisons 

-  100  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  that  have  an  active  ministry  to 
prisoners,  victims,  families  of  prisoners,  or  formerly  incarcerated 

-  Redemption  Church  for  ex-offenders  and  their  families  and  those  in  half¬ 
way  Jiouses 

-  Trained  mediators  available  all  over  the  state  to  confer  with  victims  and  the 
incarcerated  in  Victim  Offender  Mediation  or  Community  Conferencing  and 
Circle 

-  Aftercare  programs  for  housing  and  mentoring  in  every  major  town  in 
Louisiana 

-  A  chapel  on  every  prison  campus 

-  Kairos  Outside  available  to  100  women  who  have  an  incarcerated  loved  one 

-  Neighborhood  Watch  all  over  the  state  for  people  to  take  care  of  their  own 
communities 

-  Offer  Restorative  Justice  concepts  to  every  town,  court,  and  prison  in 
Louisiana 


Grace  Chapel 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Top:  Avoyelles  Correctional  Center  Senior  Chaplain  Robbie  Strong  holds  the  cere¬ 
monial  key  to  Grace  Chapel  prior  to  the  service  of  blessing.  The  chapel  is  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  Louisiana.  Looking  on  are  Alexandria  District  Superintendent  William 
Youngblood,  at  left,  and  Warden  Baron  Kaylo,  a  member  of  Marksville  United 
Methodist  Church,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Public  Safety  and  Corrections 
Richard  Stalder,  and  President  of  the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Board  of  Directors 
Charles  C.  Kleinpeter.  Above:  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson;  Sara  Simmonds,  foun¬ 
dation  board  member  and  member  of  First  UMC,  Alexandria;  J.  King  Woolf,  an 
Episcopalian  member  of  the  foundation's  building  committee;  and  Dan  Krutz, 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference. 


-  Have  a  mentoring  program  all  over  the  state,  led  by  church  mentors  for  chil¬ 
dren  at  risk. 


Did  you  know  Louisiana  incarcerates  more  people  per 
1 00,000  population  than  anywhere  else  in  the  world? 


Louisiana  NtJift!  The  New  Gate 
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Restorative  Justice  Schedule  of  Events  for  2002 


Angola 

Kairos  Main  #7 
February  21-24,  2002 
Rector,  Bill  Jacobs 
310  Toulouse  Dr. 
Lafayette,  La.  70506 
(337) 984-6289 

Kairos  Camp  D  #8 
June  27-30,  2002 
Rector,  Rick  Blackstone 
5723  Tarrytown  Ave. 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808 
(225) 926-4782 

Kairos  Camp  C  #1 1 
November  7-10,  2002 
Rector,  Oscar  Reed 
225  Larchwood  Dr. 
Lafayette,  La.  70503 
(337)  984-2977 

LOW 

Kairos  #15 

April  25-28,  2002 

Rector,  Carolyn  McDowell 


7541  Highland  Rd. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70808 
(225)  766-9060 

Kairos  #16 

October  31 -November  2, 
2002 

Rector,  Jan  McCannon 
931  Forest  Loop 
Mandeville,  La.  70471 
(504)  845-2934 

Winn 

Kairos  #16 
Spring,  2002 
Rector,  Jay  Hinckley 
7458  Highway  126 
Dodson,  La.  71422 
(318) 628-3763 

Kairos  #17 
Fall,  2002 

Rector,  Tim  Howell 
R  O.  Box  166 
Winnfield,  La.  71483 
(318)  648-0770 


Wade 

Kairos  #14 
March  14-17,  2002 
Rector,  Paul  Wilcox 
411  Glen  Haven  Court 
Bossier  City,  La.  71111 
(318)  742-7314 

Kairos  #15 

September  19-22,  2002 
Rector,  Kent  Cage 
1014  Janice  St. 
Springhill,  La.  71075 
(318)  539-4677 

Kairos  Discipleship 

Discipleship  #5 
March  1-3,  2002 
Rector,  John  R.  Brown 
821  Old  Rafe  Meyer  Rd. 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70807 
(225)  778-1598 

Kairos  Outside 

Outside  #6 
March  22-24,  2002 


Rector,  Nanci  Youngblood 
4809  Whitechapel  Blvd. 
Alexandria,  La.  71303 
(318)  442-6319 

Outside  #7 

September  20-22,  2002 
Rector,  Elaine  Hebert 
2917  Lorriwood 
Haughton,  La.  71037 
(318)  949-  4847 

Epiphany 

Jetson  Correctional  Facility 
-TBA 

Swanson  Facility — Tallulah 
February  15-17,  2002 
Rector,  Mary  Lou  Blakeman 
220  Winterberry  Lane 
West  Monroe,  La.  71292 
(318)  397-7858 
Swanson  Facility — Monroe 
March  15-17,  2002 
Rector,  Rich  Varner 
10550  Ellerbe  Rd. 
Shreveport,  La.  71106 


(318)  524-2444 

Grace  Camp 

Director,  Lorris  Wimberly 
5470  Bayou  Road 
St.  Gabriel,  La.  70779 
(225)  642-5949 

Camp  Istrouma  (Baton 
Rouge  area) 

June  10-14,  2002 

Caney  Conference  Center  (N. 
Central  Louisiana  area) 

July  15-19,  2002 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
(Lake  Charles  area) 

July  29-August  2,  2002 

These  events  provide  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  be  in  service  in  response  to 
Christ's  call.  If  you  would  be  interest¬ 
ed  in  serving  on  staff  or  helping  in 
any  way  with  these  events,  please  call 
the  rectors.  They  would  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  you. 


Possible  Ways  Local  Churches  Can  Be  Involved  in  Restorative  Justice  Ministries 


Participate  in  and  support  Kairos,  Epiphany,  Kairos  Outside  and  G.RA..C.E. 
Camp  by  serving  on  staff,  baking  cookies,  monetary  donations,  praying,  finding 
out  from  the  leaders  how  you  can  help. 

Support  the  Prison  Chapel  Fund  so  that  chapels  can  be  built  for  each  prison. 

Inside  prison  facilities,  be  involved  in: 

Worship  services  on  Sundays  and  other  days /special  holidays 

Bible  studies,  i.e.  Disciple  Bible  Study 

Small  groups  and  religious  education  programs 

Music  and  drama  groups 

One-on-one  visitation 

Getting  to  know  the  chaplain  and  ask  what  is  needed 

Literacy  programs 

Tutoring  for  GED 

Recreation  programs 

Volunteering  in  the  facility  library 

Classes  for  parenting  and  marriage  enrichment 

Donating  Bibles,  appropriate  books,  videos,  music,  art  supplies,  etc.  (after 
checking  with  Chaplain) 

Ministry  to  Correctional  Officers  and  Staff- 

Programs  for  special  needs — grief  support  groups,  divorce  recovery,  stress  man¬ 
agement 

Spiritual  renewal: 

Recreation  and  fellowship 


Be  invitational  and  accepting  in  all  regular  programming 

Ministry  to  the  Families  of  those  Incarcerated: 

Transportation  to  facilities  on  visiting  days 

Provide  lodging  for  overnight  on  weekends  (for  out  of  town  or  out  of  state  visita 
tion) 

Provide  emergency  assistance  (food,  clothing,  shelter,  etc.) 

Provide  supportive,  accepting  worship  settings  and  other  special  programs 
Adopt-a-Family — assisting,  mentoring,  counseling,  etc. 

Provide  a  guest  house  for  families  from  out  of  town  or  out  of  state 
Work  in  and  support  Kairos  Outside  (a  ministry  to  females  who  have  a  loved 
one  in  prison) 

Provide  toys  and  special  materials  in  visiting  area  for  children 
Help  with  babysitting  in  visiting  area  (check  with  facility  first) 

Adopt-a-Child— help  with  Angel  Tree,  birthday  gifts,  special  holidays,  school 
supplies  and  clothes 

G.RA.C.E.  Camp— sponsor  children,  be  on  staff,  provide  transportation 

Ministry  to  Victims: 

Victim /Offender  Mediation 

Ministries  of  Caring  and  Support — Stephen  Ministry 

Special  worship  services— healing  and  prayer  rituals,  prayer  partners,  sensitivity 
during  regular  programming  and  services 

Special  support  groups  (look  for  local  groups  or  consult  national  organizations) 
Transportation  and  support  for  court  proceedings  • 

Emergency  support  and  assistance 


ministry  to  at-risk  children,  needs  your  contributions 


Grace  Camp,  a 

Contacts: 

Rev.  John  Johns 

Chairman 

1214  N.  Second  St. 

Jena,  La.  71342 
(318)  992-7347 

Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly 
Program  Director 
5470  Bayou  Paul  Rd. 

St.  Gabriel,  La.  70776 
(225) 642-5949 

Personal  Items  Needs: 

Toothbrushes  (individually  packaged) 
Scrungies,  barrettes,  pony  tail  bands, 


headbands,  clips 

Hair  combs  &  brushes 
Travel  size  toothpaste,  lotion,  powder, 
shower  caps,  mouthwash 

Bathing  suits — various  sizes  for  boys 
&  girls  (WalMart  variety) 

Gifts  to  Children: 

Disposable  cameras 
Film  developing  certificates 
Teddy  bears — identical  8”- 12”  size — 
50  for  each  camp  (150  total) 

Memo  pads,  about  4x6 
Highlighters 
Socks — boys  and  girls 
Swim  goggles 

Other — if  you  have  ideas  for  a  gift, 


feel  free  to  call  the  Program  Director  to 
discuss  your  ideas.  One  consideration  is 
that  it  is  appropriate  for  both  boys  and 
girls  or  that  similar,  comparable  items 
will  be  given  to  both  boys  and  girls. 
Miscellaneous: 

Multi-vitamins— need  6  bottles  of  100 
Birthday  party  hats — need  150 
“Kinder  mats"  for  movie  time — need  50 
Children’s  birthday  cards— simple, 
Christian  preferred 

Small  embroidery  kits  for  beginners 
35mm  color  film 
6”  potted  plants — need  10-12 
Story  books — books  with  a  moral  for 
bedtime  reading 


Outdoor  Games  Needs: 

Soccer  balls — 2;  Kickballs — 2; 
Basketballs — 2;  Volleyballs — 2;  Soccer 
nets;  Pool  volleyball  net  for  pool  games; 
1  large  jump  rope 
Indoor  Games  Needs: 

Board  games — from  beginner  to 
intermediate  level 

Jacks — metal  with  ball 
Hula  hoops 

Personnel  Needs:  (at  camp) 

1  nurse  or  nurse  practitioner  at  each 
event;  22  staff  members  to  work  directly 
with  the  children 

Transportation  needs: 

Use  of  vans  to  bring  children  to  camp 
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Mission  work  going  strong  at  La.  Tech  Wesley  Foundation 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation's  fall  mission  were:  (kneeling) 
Shannon  Sumrall,  Michelle  Leimkuhler,  Heather  Haagen,  Shannon  Steed,  Jennifer 
Martin;  (middle  row)  Leighanna  Ridge,  Jo  Dan  Gray,  Pamela  Albright  (standing)  David 
Hamm,  Tony  Angell,  Chad  Wages,  Christian  Brady,  Spencer  Bell,  Kim  Ratliff,  Jay  Long  and 
Dan  Braswell. 


“Lift  up  your  eyes.  The  harvest  is  near. 
The  Kingdom  is  here,  ”  motivating  words 
put  to  music  by  Hillsong.  Christ  Himself 
called  us  to  go  into  Judea,  Samaria,  and 
unto  all  the  earth.  Going  forth  for  the 
sake  of  Christ  is  not  necessarily  across 
an  ocean  or  across  the  continent.  It  may 
actually  be  in  your  back  yard,  or  in  the 
south.  The  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Louisiana  Tech  took  a  group  of  16  stu¬ 
dents  and  interns  to  New  Orleans  during 
the  quarter  break  for  the  Fall  Mission 
opportunity.  The  goal  of  the  trip  was  to 
do  hands-on  ministry  with  different 
types  of  groups.  Although  the  aim  was  to 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  those  in 
which  the  group  was  ministering,  all 
team  members  will  testily  to  the  fact 
they  were  blessed  much  more.  The 
blessings  came  through  many  different 
individuals. 

One  person  in  particular  was  Gilbert. 
Gilbert  is  involved  in  Living  Witness. 
Living  Witness  is  a  rehab  ministry  for 
drug  addicts.  The  addicts  live  there  for  a 
year  and  go  through  the  program.They 
wear  army  pants  and  t-shirts  and  get  up 
for  drill  every  morning  at  5:00  am.  They 
also  go  to  AA  and  NA,  Bible  study 
time,  prayer  time,  worship  time,  do  vol¬ 
unteer  work,  and  chores  around  the 
house.  Our  group  worked  with  Gilbert 
and  Tremaine  and  painted  the  house 
where  they  live.  Gilbert  was  a  former 
crack  addict  and  one  of  the  most  on-fire 
Christians  many  on  the  team  had  ever 
met.  He  spoke  about  Jesus  in  almost 
every  sentence  and  how  Jesus  had 
changed  him.  Gilbert  had  been  sen¬ 
tenced  to  life  plus  twenty  years  in  prison 
when  the  Supreme  Court  overturned  his 
case.  He  is  now  finishing  out  his  time  in 
Living  Witness  before  going  to 
Georgetown  on  a  full  scholarship  to 
study  religion.  He  knows  the  Bible  and 


quotes  it  constantly.  He  was  dancing  and 
singing  all  day  long  and  oh  how  he  loved 
to  pray!  To  see  the  power  of  God  at  work 
in  His  life  was  a  tremendous  blessing  to 
the  entire  group. 

Maria  blessed  the  team  at  the 
Brantley  Homeless  Center.  Unfortunate 
circumstances  cost  Maria  her  material 
goods  and  the  security  of  a  home.  Yet, 
Maria  still  trusted  in  the  fact  God  had  a 
plan.  She  knew  that  although  she  had 
lost  everything,  God  was  still  there. 

While  in  New  Orleans,  the  team 
worked  with  eight  different  ministries: 
Cafe  Reconcile,  St.  John’s  Living  Witness, 
The  Brantley  Homeless  Center,  Feed 
Jesus,  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
Urban  Impact,  and  Lefon  Nursing 
Home.  They  did  everything  from  serving 
in  a  soup  kitchen  to  playing  bingo  to 
painting  a  house  to  leading  a  worship 
service. 

Is  it  not  amazing  that  as  we  go  into 
the  entire  world  to  minister,  we  tend  to 
be  the  ones  who  are  blessed?  We  tend  to 
go  on  a  mission  trip  knowing  we  have 
much,  but  “they”  may  have  nothing.  Yet, 
as  we  return,  we  know  what  we  need  is 
only  found  in  Christ  Jesus.  This  experi¬ 
ence  opened  many  collegiate  eyes  to  a 
world  that  they  had  never  seen.  Many 
returned  home  with  the  realization  that 
“we”  are  not  different,  just  our  circum¬ 
stances.  Seeking  and  trusting  God  is  not 
always  easy,  but  when  we  persevere  and 
follow  Him,  the  blessings  do  come. 

The  mission  team  raised  the  cost  of 
their  trip  through  many  little  fundrais¬ 
ers.  But  the  most  exciting  fundraiser  was 
selling  programs  at  all  the  Louisiana 
Tech  home  football  games.  And  as  you 


know,  the  2001 WAC.  Football 
Champions  are  the  Bulldogs!  Go  Dawgs! 

The  Wesley  Foundation  takes  2-3  mis¬ 
sion  trips  a  year.  If  you  are  interested  in 
participating,  let  them  know.  If  you  are 
ever  in  Ruston,  the  students  and  staff  of 
the  Wesley  Foundation  invite  you  to 
come  on  by  for  a  visit.  You  are  always 
welcome! 

Each  Week  @  Wesley: 

Every  Sunday:  7:30  pm  LifeGroup 
leader  training  time. 

Every  Monday:  The  Well  12:15-1:15 


p.m.  (Colossians). 

Every  Tuesday:  8:00  pm  Tribe  (leader¬ 
ship  training). 

Every  Wednesday:  8:30  Freshman 
Praise  Band  Practice. 

Every  Thursday:  11:30-1:00  LBL  (Laid- 
Back  Lunch)and  7  p.m.  Common 
Ground  Worship. 

Every  Day:  House  of  Prayer:  9:30  a.m. 
and  3  p.m. 

LifeGroups  at  various  times  and  loca¬ 
tions. 

Check  out  the  Web  for  details  and 
other  activities:  www.latechwesley.org. 


Springhill  UMC  responds  to  Sept.  1 1  with  prayer  and  special  altar 


BY  PAT  MCWILLIAMS 

These  altar  pictures  represent  a 
ministry  at  Springhill  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Sunday  after 
the  terrorist  attack,  with  the  “OPEN 
DOOR”  banner  hanging  on  the  front 
of  the  church,  we  could  not  forget 
about  the  horrible  incident.  The  altar 
let  the  Springhill  congregation  reflect 
on  the  attack,  but  it  also  reminded  us 
to  pray,  keep  our  lights  for  Christ 
burning,  unite  as  children  of  God,  to 
remember  the  lives  lost  and  for  those 
risking  their  live  to  find  others.  The 
rocking  chair  symbolizing  peace  and 
comfort  for  our  souls  and  our  nation. 
The  word  of  God  and  the  Symbol  of 
the  cross  always  present  in  our  lives. 
Springhill  UM  pastor,  Charlie 
Langford,  had  a  full  church  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  and  he  chose  a  little  different 
format  than  usual.  It  was  a  blessing. 
There  was  a  lot  of  praying,  for  our 
nation,  our  leaders,  our  church,  our 
faith,  for  heeling,  for  forgiveness,  and 
for  each  other.  God  was  there  giving 
Charlie  Langford  the  words  we  need¬ 
ed  to  hear.  There  was  also  a  sign  put 
on  our  fence  to  show  that  we  at 
Springhill  are  in  prayer  for  America. 


Clay  UMC  honors 
local  firefighters 

Aloe  Vera  plants  and  miniature  fire 
trucks  dotted  the  tables,  brisket  and 
sausage  loaded  the  pates,  and  the  tables 
were  filled  with  volunteer  firefighters 
from  Jackson  Parish.  The  Firefighters 
Dinner  was  held  in  October,  the  second 
of  two  special  meals  hosted  by  Clay 
United  Methodist  Church  in  gratitude 
for  the  ministries  of  service  offered  by 
those  who  live  in  the  community.  “They 
do  so  much  for  us  and  thus  is  just  one 
way  we  can  say  thank  you,”  one  mem¬ 
ber  said.  In  September,  the  church  host¬ 
ed  a  Teacher  and  School  Personnel 
Dinner  to  start  the  school  year.  Both 
annual  events,  which  the  congregation 
understands  as  a  way  to  show  their 
appreciation  to  those  who  care  for  the 
children  and  families  in  their  area. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Ruston  District  Communicator: 


Rev.  Joe  Hamilton 
RO.  Box  1658 
Hodge,  LA  71247 
(318)  259-2647 
djhamilton@iglide.net 
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Four  hundred  new  bicycles  will  carry  ministry  far  in  Cuba's  Methodist  Church 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


BY  MIKE  DUBOSE 

HOLGUIN,  Cuba  (UMNS)  —  One  after  anoth¬ 
er,  green  Chinese  bikes  that  can  carry  a  passen¬ 
ger  and  16-speed  mountain  bikes  in  a  rainbow 
of  hues  were  rolled  to  the  altar,  all  of  them 
answers  to  the  prayers  of  Methodist  lay  pastors. 

To  the  Americans  who  donated  most  of  the 
$40,000  for  the  bicycles,  the  two-wheelers  were  a 
way  to  reach  out  to  the  growing  Christian 
minority  in  one  of  the  world’s  last  communist 
countries.  But  to  the  missionary  lay  pastors  who 
will  ride  them,  the  402  bikes  are  a  way  to  reach 
out  to  neighbors. 

"A  pastor  on  foot  can  go  to  one  mission.  One 
with  a  bicycle  can  go  to  two  or  three  missions,” 
said  Bishop  Ricardo  Pereira  Diaz  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba.  “Those  bicycles  are 
like  a  seed,  a  seed  that  will  bear  much  fruit,  and 
we  will  have  many  missions  as  a  result  of  that.” 

The  bicycles  were  bought  in  Cuba  in  mid- 
December,  courtesy  of  World  Methodist 
Evangelism,  a  Nashville,  Tenn., -based  unit  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox, 
who  heads  the  program,  led  a  fund-raising  effort 
after  visiting  Cuba  in  May  and  learning  of  the 
need. 

Methodists  around  the  world  donated  money, 
Fox  said.  “People  I  have  never  met  read  about 
missionary  pastors  in  Cuba  who  needed 
wheels.” 

The  program,  dubbed  “EvangeBicy,”  takes  its 
name  from  the  three-wheel  “bicy  taxis”  common 
on  the  island. 

"In  Cuba,  most  classes  of  people  cannot 
afford  a  car,”  Pereira  said.  “Bicycles  are  one  of 
the  main  means  of  transportation.” 

Students  in  a  Bible  study  class  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Corpus  Christi, 
Texas,  raised  more  than  $1,100  after  their  pastor 
agreed  to  kiss  a  pig  if  they  reached  their  goal  of 
$800.  “He  kissed  the  pig,”  Fox  said. 


A  note  from  one  of  the  students  reads:  “Dear 
Cuba  people,  Have  fun  on  your  bike.  Go  very 
fast.  Jesus  loves  you  and  me.  (signed)  Leah.” 

Fox  visited  churches  in  Havana  and  Holguin, 
presenting  about  150  bikes  in  each  location.  The 
bikes  were  earmarked  for  about  200  lay  pastors 
and  170  professional  clergy  in  Cuba’s  Methodist 
Church. 

About  100  of  the  bikes  were  shipped  from 
Havana  to  J.W.  Branscomb  Methodist  Church  in 
Holguin,  some  12  hours  east  of  Havana  by  truck, 
to  be  used  as  the  centerpiece  for  a  service  of 
consecration  and  sending  forth  of  the  lay  pas¬ 
tors.  Just  hours  before  the  service  was  to  start, 
however,  the  bikes  had  not  arrived. 

Pereira  had  the  waiting  pastors  begin  a  prayer 
vigil,  seeking  the  safe  arrival  of  the  bicycles. 
Dozens  of  the  missionaries,  some  of  whom  had 
traveled  for  two  days  to  Holguin  from  their 
remote  districts,  knelt  throughout  the  church. 

The  bikes  arrived  just  a  few  hours  after  the 
vibrant  and  emotion-filled  service  ended  near 
midnight.  More  than  700  people  filled  the 
church  to  overflowing.  Curious  onlookers  peered 
through  the  open  windows  from  outside. 

The  bishop  personally  invited  several  of  the 
onlookers  inside  during  an  altar  call  that 
claimed  about  two  dozen  new  Christians. 

Using  a  token  sample  of  bicycles  already  on 
hand,  Fox  and  Pereira  prayed  over  the  two- 
wheelers  that  lined  the  altar.  Eyes  closed  and 
arms  raised,  the  pastors  made  their  commit¬ 
ments  to  serve. 

“I  would  like  our  missionary  pastors  to  come 
forward,”  Fox  said.  “I  want  to  give  them  wheels 
so  they  can  go  faster  and  do  more  for  the  Lord.” 
He  sent  each  pastor  back  down  the  aisle  of  the 
church  astride  a  new  bike. 

“These  are  ‘good  news’  bikes,”  Fox  said.  “They 
will  be  used  to  spread  the  Gospel.  God  has 
blessed  a  dream.” 


Lay  pastors  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba  wait  with  their  new  bicycles  outside  Vedado  Methodist 
Church  in  Havana. The  bikes,  donated  by  World  Methodist  Evangelism,  will  be  used  to  help  spread  the 
Gospel,  according  to  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  world  director  of  evangelism."These  are  'Good  News  bikes,'" 
he  said. "God  has  blessed  a  dream." 


Millions  available  for 

(UMNS)  -  A  national  foundation  is 
giving  million  of  dollars  to  churches  and 
other  religious  groups  to  start  programs 
of  volunteer  care-giving  for  people  who 
are  frail,  elderly,  disabled  or  chronically 
ill. 

The  Robert  Wood  Johnson 
Foundation  of  Princeton,  N.J.,  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  add  $100  million  to  its  Faith  in 
Action  program.  Of  that  amount,  $70 
million  will  fund  an  additional  2,000 
grants  to  new  programs  that  provide 
help  with  everyday  activities.  Grants  are 
given  to  local  groups  of  volunteers  rep¬ 
resenting  many  faiths  and  working 
together. 

The  foundation,  devoted  to  health 
and  health  care,  said  it  hopes  awarding 
$35,000  start-up  grants  will  encourage 
churches  and  other  faith  groups  to 
organize  coalitions  that  will  coordinate 
volunteers  in  providing  such  services. 

Besides  the  $70  million  in  new  grants, 
the  remaining  $30  million  will  be  used 
for  communication  and  technical  assis¬ 
tance  to  old  and  new  grantees. 

United  Methodist  churches  provided 
leadership  for  two  recipient  coalitions  in 
the  most  recent  round  of  grants,  award¬ 
ed  in  October. 

Emmanuel  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Blissfield,  Mich.,  heads  a  program  to 


care-giving  programs 

provide  hope,  encouragement  and  prac¬ 
tical  help  to  the  elderly  of  Southeastern 
Lenawee  County.  Sherwood  (Ore.) 
United  Methodist  Church  leads  a  group 
organized  to  provide  chore  services, 
transportation,  friendly  visits  and  respite 
care  to  frail  and  elderly  adults  with 
chronic  health  conditions. 

Nearly  10  million  Americans  suffer 
from  serious  chronic  conditions  that 
prevent  them  from  carrying  out  many 
daily  activities  for  themselves,  according 
to  a  study  published  in  2000  by  the 
Agency  for  Health  Quality  Research.  As 
the  nation’s  population  ages,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  will  develop  such 
conditions  is  expected  to  increase. 

“This  new  $100  million  investment  is 
the  largest  ever  by  the  Robert  Wood 
Johnson  Foundation,”  said  Steven  A. 
Schroeder,  a  physician  and  president  of 
the  foundation.  “It  represents  our  deep 
belief  that  faith-based  volunteer  efforts 
are  an  effective  way  to  address  the  grow¬ 
ing  needs  of  people  with  serious  chronic 
conditions.” 

The  next  deadline  for  grant  applica¬ 
tions  is  Feb.  1. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
national  program  office  toll  free  at  (877) 
324-8411,  or  visit  www.FIAVolunteers.org 
on  the  Web. 


Fourteen  missionaries  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Minden  recently 
returned  from  a  mission  to  Pignon,  Haiti.  This  is  the  second  consecutive  year  church 
members  have  gone  to  work  with  a  hospital  mission  in  the  village.  This  year's  team 
consisted  of  a  medical  unit  that  performed  16  operations  during  the  week-long 
stay,  in  addition  to  assisting  in  the  dental  clinic.  A  work  team  built  cabinets  to 
house  medical  records,  installed  windows  in  the  new  wing  of  the  hospital  and  did 
repair  work  in  the  dental  office  and  sleeping  quarters  of  visiting  missionaries. 
Pictured  in  front  of  an  orphanage  in  Pignon  are:  (front  row)  Dr.  Marcin  Lloyd,  Pat 
Metzelaars,  Carolyn  Baker,  Rev.  Ryan  Horton,  pastor,  Ed  Rhodes, "Ton  Ton;"  (second 
row)  Pastor  Joseph,  Mark  Anderson,  Mike  Milligan,  Renee  Boyle,  Bettye  Lowe,  Leslie 
McEachern;  (third  row)  Dr.  Robert  Kimmerly  and  Mickey  Boyle. 


Scholarship  mailing 
to  arrive  this  week 

The  Louisiana  Conference  office 
of  Youth  Ministry  has  mailed  packets 
of  important  scholarship  information 
to  all  conference  pastors,  youth 
directors,  youth  coordinators  and 
education  chairs. 

In  most  cases,  the  original  applica¬ 
tion  forms  are  required  to  make  an 
application  eligible  for  consideration. 

Recipients  are  encouraged  to 
share  this  time  sensitive  information 
with  high  school  seniors  as  soon  as 
possible.  One  matching  scholarship,  ' 
the  2002  Double  Your  Dollars  for 
Scholars  program,  must  be  applied 
for  on  or  immediately  after  Feb.  1. 

The  fastest  way  to  receive  scholar¬ 
ship  information  is  by  going  to  the 
conference  web  page,  http://www.la- 
umc.org/youth.htm. 


Mark  Your  Calendar! 

Learn  to  build  your  own 
church  website! 
February  16,2002 
La. Technical  College 
in  Baton  Rouge 
Led  by  Tim  Hebert,  Cost:  $35 
Space  is  limited.  Contact 
Betty  Backstrom  at  (225)  346- 
1 646  ext.  227  or  by  e-mail  at 
lanow@bellsouth.net. 
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Apportionments  hit  all-time  high  second  year  in  a  row 


Apportionment  payments  for  2001 
have  reached  a  new  high  of  95.57  per¬ 
cent  for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  said 
Executive  Director  of  Administrative 
Services  Rev.  Carl  Rhoads. 

"This  represents  an  additional 
$41,000  for  the  mission  and  ministry  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,"  Rhoads  said. 

“The  percentage  of  95.57  represents  a 
.61  percent  increase  above  last  year’s 


previous  record  high,”  he  said. 

“When  I  was  told  we  had  improved 
on  our  record  giving  of  last  year  I  shout¬ 
ed,  ‘Cheers!’”  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  said.  “This  is  a  major  bless¬ 
ing  for  the  mission  of  the  church.  Thank 
you  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana!” 

For  the  rest  of  the  bishop’s  comments, 
see  his  column  “On  the  Journey”  on 
page  2. 


In  addition  to  apportionments,  the 
Conference  has  also  raised  $990,000  in 
“second-mile  giving”  for  additional  min¬ 
istries. 

A  list  of  churches  who  contributed  100 
percent  of  apportionments  may  be 
found  on  pages  6-8. 

A  list  of  churches  who  contributed 
more  than  100  percent  of  apportion¬ 
ments  may  be  found  on  page  2. 


Crossing  the  Border 


Deacon  finds  hope 
amid  severe  poverty 


Deacon  Bernadine  Johnson,  director  of  Mission 
Resourcing  for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  left,  recently  vis¬ 
ited  border  towns  in  Mexico  as  part  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry's  BorderLinks  program. 
BorderLinks  offers  perspectives  on  social,  economic,  faith 
and  political  issues  affecting  the  border  areas  and  people, 
like  the  family  of  Luis  and  Ramona,  above,  with  whom 
Johnson  spent  two  nights. "Contrary  to  what  I  anticipated, 
I  came  away  seeing  the  people  not  as 'poor  people'  but  as 
real  and  unique  individuals  living  their  lives  within  the 
context  of  their  place  and  time,"  she  said. 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

Bernadine  Johnson,  director  of 
Mission  Resourcing  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  recently  reflected  on  her 
experiences  during  a  trip  to  Nagales  in 
the  Mexican  state  of  Sonora.  The  mis¬ 
sion  caravan,  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry’s  Section  of  Deacons  and 
Diaconal  Ministries,  was  designed  to 
explore  the  conditions  of  people  living 
at  or  near  the  border. 


“To  say  that  the  homes  are  ‘modest’ 
by  our  standards  does  not  begin  to 
accurately  convey  a  picture  of  what  I 
saw,”  she  said.  “There  are  many  that 
live  in  cardboard  structures  with  dirt 
floors,  sparse  furnishings,  and  without 
running  water.  Yet  all  the  people  that 
we  met  were  very  hospitable  in  open¬ 
ing  their  homes  to  us  and  sharing  then- 
stories.  They  did  not  express  any  anxi¬ 
ety  or  sense  of  victimization  about 
their  situation,  but  seemed  grateful 


that  they  had  improved  their  lot  in 
life.” 

Overwhelming  poverty  was  evident 
in  many  of  the  areas  Johnson  visited  as 
a  participant  in  an  "immersion  oppor¬ 
tunity”  arranged  by  Borderlinks 
through  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry.  Johnson 
explained  that  the  program  provides 
exposure  to  different  perspectives  on 

See  BorderLinks,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Cheers! 


When  you  walk  out  the  front  doors 
of  the  majestic  gothic  chapel  that  dom¬ 
inates  the  campus  of  Duke  University 
you  see  a  magnificent  sight  unfolding 
in  front  of  you.  Over  to  your  left  are  the 
Divinity  School  buildings  where  those 
who  are  going  into  ordained  ministry 
and  professional  religious  life  are  being 
trained. 

Down  on  the  comer  is  the  primary 
library  of  the  university.  That  library 
faces  one  of  the  main  quadrangles  that 
holds  many  of  the  classroom  buildings. 
At  the  end  of  that  quadrangle  is  the 
world  renowned  medical  school.  As 
you  look  straight  ahead  you  see  a  long 
expanse  of  lawn  and  at  die  center  of 
that  is  a  bronze  statue  of  James  B. 

Duke,  founder  and  benefactor  of  the 
university.  To  the  right  of  you  is  the 
Gothic  Dining  Hall,  the  auditorium,  the 
old  book  store  and  a  quadrangle  of  dor¬ 
mitories. 

All  of  the  native  stone  buildings  are 
decorated  with  gargoyles  and  carvings 
that  intrigue  and  fascinate  the  eye.  If 
you  look  closely  you  will  notice  that 
over  the  Gothic  Dining  Hall  windows, 
tucked  among  the  elaborate  carvings 
that  are  partially  hidden  now  by  a  giant 
magnolia  tree,  are  these  words  carved 
deep  into  the  stone,  “A  cheerful  giver  is 
the  true  lover  of  God.” 

I  remember  the  day  I  first  noticed 
that  carved  phrase.  My  heart  just  lit  up 
and  I  wanted  to  raise  an  imaginary 


glass  and  say, 

“Cheers!  Cheers, 

James  B.  Duke! 

Cheers  to  you. 

You’ve  done  it  again! 

Your  vision  and  your 
joyous  generosity 
that  has  arisen  out  of 
your  love  for  God 
have  created  a  won¬ 
derful  university  for 
the  world.  Cheers!” 

I  had  much  of  the 
same  feeling  when  I  was  told  that  our 
conference  had  increased  her  giving  to 
the  apportionments  in  2001  by  some 
.61%  over  the  previous  year.  Cheers! 
What  that  means  is  that  our  faithful¬ 
ness  to  our  calling  as  a  United 
Methodist  Church  and  as  servant  lead¬ 
ers  of  Jesus  Christ  has  increased  over 
the  previous  year  as  well. 

While  dollars  are  not  the  mission  of 
the  church,  they  certainly  are  at  the 
heart  of  the  mission.  And  when  we  are 
faithful  to  our  calling  as  a  body  of 
Christ,  it  is  reflected  in  the  giving  of  our 
financial  resources  to  the  cause  of 
Christ. 


“We  give  in  proportion 
to  how  much  of  our¬ 
selves  we  allow  God  to 
possess.” 

While  I  am  ecstatic  that  we  are  on 
the  increase,  I  will  never  be  satisfied 
until  we  reach  100%  of  our  apportioned 
asking.  This  “portion  meant  for  others” 
is  a  critical  barometer  of  the  depth  and 
joy  of  our  faith.  As  we  reach  into  our 
financial  resources  and  give  those  for 
others,  Jesus  is  honored  and  obeyed 
again. 

We  sometimes  forget  that  the  church 
in  which  we  worship  and  where  we 
hold  our  membership  is  Jesus’  church, 
and  we’re  just  here  to  be  stewards  of  it. 
This  is  not  my  church.  This  is  not  Bill’s 
church.  I  am  merely  appointed  to  serve 
as  Bishop.  It’s  not  your  church  either. 
We  have  the  joy  of  being  part  of  the  fel¬ 
lowship  whose  business  is  the  making 
of  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ  and  leading 
people  in  the  understanding  of  the 
amazing  love  of  God.  We  simply  make 


up  the  body  of  Christ  and  are  commis¬ 
sioned  to  represent  Jesus  in  all  we  do.  It 
is  His  church,  plain  and  simple,  and  we 
are  called  to  be  faithful  to  it. 

Our  money  and  all  we  possess  and 
how  we  use  it  is  a  spiritual  matter  of 
great  importance  to  Jesus.  In  fact,  his 
final  analysis  was,  “Where  your  treasure 
is,  there  will  your  heart  be  also.”  How 
we  use  and  give  of  our  money  is  a  theo¬ 
logical  statement.  It’s  a  faith  statement. 
We  give  out  of  our  relationship  with 
God.  We  give  in  proportion  to  how 
much  of  ourselves  we  allow  God  to  pos¬ 
sess. 

And  the  more  of  our  life  we  commit 
to  God  and  allow  God  to  control,  the 
greater  proportion  of  what  we  possess 
is  given  to  die  cause  of  Christ. 

The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  grateful 
for  your  faithfulness  to  giving  so  that 
others  may  be  served.  I  call  on  all  of  us 
in  Louisiana  to  work  for  100%  payment 
of  our  apportionments  in  2002.  When 
we  accomplish  that  we  will  have  made 
the  faith  pronouncement  that  we  are 
FULLY  committed  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  our  local  church,  our  district, 
our  conference,  and  our  world.  What  a 
day  of  rejoicing  that  will  be! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


A  Portion  Meant  for  Others 

!>.-  n 

Churches  that  paid  more  than  100  percent  of  apportionments 


AC  ADI  AN  A 

FIRST  UMC/HOUMA,  REV  TIMOTHY  E  LAWSON 
FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE,  REV  W  SPILLER  MILTON 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC,  REV  K  DALE  HENSARLING 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE,  REV  WILLIAM  K  MCDONALD 
OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE,  REV  DAVID  CARLTON 
FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE,  REV  J  RODDY  TAYLOR 
WILTON  UMC,  TBS 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES,  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
MT  ZION  UMC,  TBS 

BATON  ROUGE 

BROADMOOR  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 

FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE,  DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 

JEFFERSON  UMC,  REV  CAROL  S  WINN 

ST  ANDREWS  UMC,  REV  H  STEVE  STEPHENS 

BLUFF  CREEK  UMC,  REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 

CARPENTERS  CHAPEL/GALVEZ,  REV  WILLIAM  P  MINYARD 

MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC,  TBS 

ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC,  REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 

TUNICA  UMC,  REV  MICHAEL  G  MILLER 

SLAUGHTER  UMC,  REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 

ZACHARY  UMC,  REV  ALAN  EINSEL 

LUTCHER  UMC,  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 

ANDREW  HAPEL  UMC/WATSON,  DR  GEORGE  W  C  CALVIN  SR 

BEECH  GROVE  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  LAWS 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  ROGER  D  LATHAN 

MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  LAWS 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY  SR 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ROANOKE  UMC,  REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
FIRST  UMC/  CRQW.Lf;Y(, REV  HQBPPT  E  HqyjS 


BRANCH  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 
HACKBERRY  UMC,  REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC,  REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 
FIRST  UMC/  LK  CHAS,  REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 
OAK  PARK  UMC,  REV  ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 
ST  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC,  REV  JAMES  HUMPHREYS 
FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE,  REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 
HENNING  MEM  UMC,  REV  C  RICHARD  HOFFPAUIP 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR,  REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS,  REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 

MONROE 

CROWVILLE  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE,  REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 

ST  PAULS  UMC  /  MONROE,  REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 

NEW  ORLEANS 

CORNERSTONE  UMC,  REV  JAMES  F  HAYNES 
GRETNA  UMC,  REV  FRANK  S  HARRIS  III 
FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE,  REV  KENNETH  M  GRAHAM  JR 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC,  REV  T  NICHOLS  EVANS  JR 
ST  LUKES  UMC,  REV  WESLEY  C  REAGAN 
SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC,  REV  DALE  E  BRANCH 

NORTH  SHORE 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UMC,  REV  HULEN  C  WARREN 
FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS,  REV  WYBRA  PRICE 
LEES  LANDING  UMC,  REV  CAROL  R  RICHARDSON 
BUSH  UMC,  REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON,  REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  DARLENE  MOORE  JAMES 

RUSTON 

MT  MARIAH  UMC,  DR  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
ARCADIA  UMC,  DR  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  STEVEN  FOWLER 


OAK  GROVE  UMC,  REV  H  ELIZABETH  LOVE 
SALEM  UMC,  REV  M  STUART  SHERMAN 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON,  REV  FRED  B  WIDEMAN 

SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE  UMC,  REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL  SR 

BELCHER  UMC,  REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

BETHEL  UMC,  REVS  CHARLES/FRANCES  FREEMAN 

FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY,  REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 

ASBURY  UMC,  REV  BARRY  HUGHES 

CROSSROADS  UMC,  REV  CARL  D  MUNYON 

COUSHATTA  UMC,  REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 

ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC,  REV  JUDITH  D  BAZER 

BAYOU  SCIE  UMC,  REV  BONITA  DAVIS 

HALL  SUMMIT  UMC,  REV  CARL  MUNYON 

HOSSTON  UMC,  REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

LOGANSPORT  UMC,  REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 

PELICAN  UMC,  REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

PLAIN  DEALING  UMC,  REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON 

PLEASANT  HILL  UMC,  REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

BROADMOOR  UMC,  REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 

GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH,  REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 

CHRIST  UMC,  REV  LARRY  D  ODELL 

FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT,  DR  R  PAT  DAY 

MANGUM  UMC,  REV  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 

MORNINGSIDE  UMC,  REV  RICHARD  L  COCKBURN 

LAKEVIEW  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  B  HUMPHREYS 

ST  LUKES  UMC,  REV  STEVEN  PORTER 

SUMMER  GROVE  UMC,  REV  BRYAN  S  DAUPHIN 

TRINITY  UMC/  SHREVEPORT,  REV  DAVID  MELVILLE 

ZWOLLE  UMC,  REV  BONITA  C  DAVIS 

SHADY  GROVE  UMC,  REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 

MCDONALD  UMC,  REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 

ROUND  GROVE  UMC,  REV  KEN  FISHEfl 

<.r  i  ci  .a.t.b.j,  s.  ( 

FAIRVIEW  UMC,  REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 
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Childrens  Home  Honors  Donors 


21st  Century  Club  Century  Club 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Baker, 

Slidell 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Janies  J.  “Jimmie”  Caraway, 
Baton  Rouge 

Elsie  Seals  SS  Class,  Nolley  Memorial  UMC 
Jena 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  F.  Justiss,  Jr., 
Trout 

Stephen  and  Marge  Richters, 
Monroe 

Paul  and  Linda  Sabin, 

Monroe 

Byrum  and  Jan  Teekell, 
Shreveport 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Wren,  Jr., 
Minden 


Promotion  of  membership  in  the  Century  Club  is  the  project  of  the 
Board  of  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children  and  Family  Services,  Inc. 
Membership  in  the  Century  Club  requires  a  contribution  of  $100  annual¬ 
ly  and  is  open  both  to  individuals  and  groups.  Money  received  from 
Century  Club  membership  is  used  to  help  strengthen  and  undergird  the 
present  program  of  services  of  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
Contributions  for  this  purpose  should  be  clearly  marked  so  that  proper 
credit  is  given  on  the  records  of  LMCH. 

21  st  Century  Club 

The  concept  of  this  new,  annual-giving  opportunity  originated  with 
Reverend  and  Mrs.  James  J.  “Jimmie  Caraway,  who  are  its  first  contribu¬ 
tors.  Membership  in  the  21st  Centuiy  Club  requires  a  one-time  gift  of 
$2100,  which  pays  the  initial  year  of  Century  Club  membership  and 
places  the  remaining  $2,000  in  the  endowment,  ensuring  that  the  annual 
$100  gift  for  Century  Club  membership  continues  throughout  the  years 
of  the  21st  century.  This  project  offers  an  occasion  for  individuals  or 
groups  to  ensure  a  legacy  of  giving  to  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  “making  a  difference’un  the  lives  of  the  children  in  our  care. 


CENTURY  CLUB  2(0)01 


Mack  and  Ruth  Albritton,  Pioneer 
ALL-SERV  Industrial  LLC,  Sulphur 
Chris  and  Sallie  Allen,  Ruston 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ron  Anders,  Ruston 
Chris  and  Gloria  Andrews, 

Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Donald  R.  Avery, 

Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Baker,  Slidell 
Bank  of  Jena 

John  and  Donna  Bergstedt,  Sulphur 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  Blakeman, 

West  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Bliss,  Monroe 
M.  A.  “Buddy”  and  Laverne  Bodron, 
Monroe 

Dr.  H.  Whitney  Boggs,  Jr.,  Shreveport 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Damon  Bradford, 
Monroe 

Rev.  Margaret  L.  Brown,  Mer  Rouge 
Welton  H.  Brumfield,  Jr.,  Amite 
Frank  M.  Busch,  Jr.,  Houston 
Vic  and  Fran  Bussie,  Baton  Rouge 
Mrs.  Jean  Cadenhead,  Haynesville 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  J.  “Jimmie”  Caraway, 
Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Stone  W.  Caraway, 
Monroe 

CARE  Team  of  First  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Casteel,  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Coffey,  Baton  Rouge 

Mary  Louise  Collins,  Jonesboro 

Jim  and  Eloise  Cox,  Jena 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Crawford,  Jr., 

Shreveport 

Dr.  Mike  and  Mrs.  Linda  Cummings, 
Monroe 

J.  C.  and  Ellen  Cunningham,  Monroe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claiborne  Dameron, 
Baton  Rouge 

Jim  and  Margaret  Davison,  Ruston 
Travis  and  Kitty  Deffeese,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  Dubach 
Ella  M.  Doyle,  Slidell 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merlin  Duke,  Bogalusa 
Helon  A.  Earle,  Jonesboro 


Harriette  T.  Elrod,  Tallulah 

Robert  F.  Elrod,  Tallulah 

Elsie  Seals  SS  Class,  Nolley  Memorial, 

Jena 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  B.  Evans,  Jr., 
Natchitoches 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Brandon  Ewing, 

Ruston 

Randy  and  Rosemary  Ewing, 

Quitman 

Florence  Feazel,  Ruston 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  C.  G.  Forrest,  Amite 
Mrs.  Maxie  B.  Garrett,  Haynesville 
G.  Hoye  and  Jane  Grafton,  Ruston 
Don  and  Stuart  Greer,  Monroe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  N.  Grimes, 
Homer 

John  W.  and  Etta  Faye  Hamilton, 
Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  J.  Hardin, 
Alexandria 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Harrison, 
Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  L.  Harvill, 

Baton  Rouge 

Ray  and  Joanna  Hauser,  DeRidder 
Hayes  Lumber  Co.  Inc.,  Jena 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickey  G.  Hickman, 
Ruston 

Roberta  Hinton,  Ruston 
Mrs.  Thesta  Ann  W.  Hogan,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hollis,  Zachary 
Wayne  and  Grace  Holloway, 

West  Monroe 

Mrs.  MaryBelle  Holstead,  Ruston 

Trott  and  Karen  Hunt,  Ruston 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  C.  Johnston,  Ruston 

Jonesboro  UMW,  Jonesboro 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  F.  Justiss,  Jr.,  Trout 

Mr.  James  F.  Justiss,  III,  Jena 

Justiss  Oil  Co.,  Inc,  Jena 

Sherman  C.  Justus,  Jr.,  Amite 

Florence  Kirby,  Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Ledbetter, 

Jonesboro 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bobby  Joe  Lee,  Tallulah 
Bob  and  Elaine  Levy,  Dubach 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  E.  Lewis, 
Winnfield 

James  B.  “Beau”  Lewis,  Winnfield 

Jennifer  J.  Loe,  Jena 

Sally  Lofland,  Baton  Rouge 

Sherry  J.  Long,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Love,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  M.  Madden, 

Monroe 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  Martin,  Jr., 
Alexandria 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  E.  Maxwell  II, 
Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  H.  Mayton, 
Baton  Rouge 

Jim  and  Bonnie  McDaniel,  Tallulah 
Bucky  and  Joy  McElroy, Monroe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucius  D.  McGehee,  Sr., 
Ruston 

William  and  Lou  Medlock,  Monroe 
F.  D.  and  Sue  Molsberry,  Rayville 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Roy  B.  Moore,  Bastrop 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  L.  Morelock, 
Haynesville 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  G.  Morgan, 
Monroe 

Mt.  Mariah  Adult  Sunday  School  Class, 
Arcadia 

Mt.  Mariah  UMC,  Arcadia 
Nelia  T.  Myrhaugen,  Lafayette 
Buddy  and  Sara  Napper,  Ruston 
George  D.  Nelson,  Shreveport 
New  Day  SS  Class,  ESM  UMC, 
Bogalusa 

Linda  Newton,  Ruston 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  O’Neal,  Jr., 

Choudrant 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  Panichas, 

Baton  Rouge 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Parker,  Ruston 
George  and  Callie  Parkman,  Ruston 
Charles  and  Ann  Parvin,  Pineville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aylon  T.  Pate,  Jonesboro 
Mrs.  Ollie  C.  Payne,  DeRidder 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  D.  Peeples, 
Shreveport 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Porter, 
Shreveport 

Rev.  Jimmie  and  Mrs.  Dessie  Pyles, 
Ruston 
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CENTURY  CLUB 

Yes. !  would  like  to  join  the  Century  Club  of 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  I  understand 
my  yearly  pledge  of  $100  is  due  by  June  30. 

My  name  and  address  is: 

Name _ , _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ Zl  P _ 

Phone: _ 

Name  for  Century  Club  Brochure  if  different  from 
above: 


Mail  your  check  with  this  coupon  to: 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
PO  Box  929 

Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 
ATTN:  Century  Club 


Quality  Contract  Services,  Inc., 

Bridge  City 

Dr.  Michael  D.  Reeves,  Baton  Rouge 

Dr.  Kent  Rhodes  and  Family,  Zachary 

Stephen  and  Marge  Richters,  Monroe 

Norine  Z.  Rishell,  Monroe 

Jean  B.  Rockhold,  Jonesboro 

Bill  and  Betty  Rowell,  Kenner 

Keith  and  Shaundra  Rushing,  Monroe 

Ruston  Lions  Club,  Ruston 

Paul  and  Linda  Sabin,  Monroe 

Elouise  Sanders,  Arcadia 

Ron  and  Gin  Shemwell,  Monroe 

Elwood  and  Sharon  Shepherd, 

Gibsland 

Charlie  and  Nell  Sherrod,  Monroe 
Mickey  and  Gay  Shirley,  Shreveport 
Sara  L.  Simmonds,  Alexandria 
Benny  and  Bonita  Simonton,  Dubach 
Connie  Smith,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tim  Smith,  Choudrant 
Dorothy  M.  “Bit”  Smith,  Sicily  Island 
Bob  and  Carolyn  Smith,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelby  L.  Smith, 
Shreveport 

Spirit  Builders  Class  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC, 
Monroe 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Stafford,  Monroe 
Paul  F.  Stewart,  Monroe 
Skip  and  Denise  Stinson,  Marion 
Fred  and  Pat  Stumpf,  Sulphur 
Fred  and  Lee  Sutton,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rick  Sutton,  Ruston 
T.L.  James  &  Company,  Inc.,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  A.  Tarver,  Ruston 
Marcella  W.  Tatum,  Rayville 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dusty  Taylor,  Ruston 
Byrum  and  Jan  Teekell,  Shreveport 
The  Teekell  Company,  Inc,  Shreveport 
Angela  L.  Thomas,  Ruston 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby  A.  Vining,  Ruston 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  Walpole,  Ruston 
Wedding  Ring  Class,  Zachary  UMC 
Rick  and  Robbie  Wheat,  Ruston 
Docia  Kent  Whipple,  Baton  Rouge 
Bob  and  Kaye  Wiley,  Ruston 
Bill  and  Judy  Willis,  Amite 
Roy  and  Sally  Windsor,  Monroe 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marcus  Wren,  Jr., 
Minden 

Sara  W.  Younger,  Bastrop  '  ’ 
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Prison  ministry  offers  many  opportunities 


BY  MIRIAM  BROWN 
DISTRICT  COMMUNICATOR 

A  part  of  the  command  given  in  the 
Great  Commission  to  us  as  disciples  is  to 
minister  to  those  who  have  been  cast 
out  of  society  into  prison.  In  the 
Louisiana  Conference  there  are  many 
opportunities  to  fulfill  this  command 
and  the  Alexandria  District  is  always 
open  to  these. 

There  will  soon  be  an  appeal  for 
donations  to  the  Louisiana  Prison 
Chapel  Fund.  This  organization  is 
responsible  for  the  initiative  to  construct 
chapels  on  the  grounds  of  every  state 
prison.  This  will  afford  prisoners  the 
opportunity  to  worship  in  a  sanctuary 
setting. 

In  Alexandria,  there  is  also  a  group  of 
individuals  who  have  offered  a  weekly 


Bible  study  at  the  Rapides  Correctional 
Facility  for  almost  two  years.  Recently 
they  were  asked  to  participate  in  the 
annual  Christmas  worship  service  for 
the  entire  facility,  which  was  especially 
meaningful. 

A  third  opportunity  to  witness  to 
those  who  have  been  imprisoned  is 
through  a  new  organization,  Aftercare 
Ministries.  This  group  offers  supportive 
care  for  recently  released  inmates  and  is 
in  the  process  of  recruiting  and  training 
mentor  teams  which  will  assist  ex¬ 
offenders  who  are  rebuilding  their  lives 
as  they  re-enter  the  community.  The 
Alexandria  District  has  also  been  asked 
to  provide  some  type  of  Bible  study  at 
the  correctional  facility  in  Cottonport. 
God  provides  many  opportunities  for 
His  service. 


Praise  Team  members  of  the  "E-LIFE"  evening  worship  service  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Pineville  are  John  Sewell,  Ronnie  Richmond,  Judy  Gross,  Elizabeth 
Miller  and  Amanda  Joseph. 


Evening  worship  comes  to 'life' 


On  the  first  Sunday  in  September 
2001,  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pineville  embarked  on  a  non-tradi- 
tional  format  for  Sunday  evening  wor¬ 
ship.  “E-LIFE”  (Eternal  Life  is  for 
Everyone)  as  is  now  called,  is  led  by  a 
“Praise  Team”  of  singers,  accompanied 
by  drums,  guitars,  piano  and  other 
instruments.  Words  to  the  music  are 
projected  on  a  wall. 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Associate,  and 
Scott  Canady,  Director  of  Student 
Ministries,  coordinate  the  E-LIFE  serv¬ 
ices  which  have  more  than  doubled 
the  regular  Sunday  evening  atten¬ 
dance.  According  to  Dr.  Blount,  “We 
try  to  target  all  ages,  but  especially 
those  who  enjoy  a  wide  variety  in  wor¬ 


ship.  So  we  use  occasional  videos, 
liturgical  dance,  drama,  and  anything 
else  that  may  help  people  in  their  spir¬ 
itual  growth.  We  always  conclude  with 
altar  prayer  time.” 

The  Church  recently  voted  to 
upgrade  the  equipment,  projectors, 
etc.,  in  order  to  enhance  all  the  wor¬ 
ship  services,  according  to  Rev.  J. 
Roddy  Taylor,  pastor.  Musicians  lead¬ 
ing  the  E-LIFE  service  include:  George 
and  Judy  Gross,  Heather  and  Lauren 
Gross,  Mike  Joseph,  Mike  and 
Elizabeth  Miller,  Ronnie  Richmond, 
John  and  Carla  Sewell,  Mike  and 
Debbie  Migues,  Amanda  Joseph,  Will 
Butterfield,  Kyle  Williams,  Autumn 
Crossed  and  Jay  Moore. 


Horseshoe  Drive  handbell  choir  featured 


St.  Francis  Xavier  Cathedral  in 
Alexandria  presented  the  11th  Annual 
Candlelight  Cantata  Dec.  11, 2001.  The 
cathedral  choir  sang  “The  Festival  of 
Lessons  and  Carols”  composed  by  Hal 
Hopson  with  readings  by  Bishop  Sam 
Jacobs,  Rev.  Edwin  Rodriguez  and  Rev. 


Jason  Gootee.  Featured  this  year  was  the 
handbell  choir  from  Horseshoe  Drive 
United  Methodist  Church.  Director  of 
the  Cathedral  Choir  is  Merle  Vahlkamp, 
a  member  of  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC, 
and  Phil  Hardgrave  is  the  director  of  the 
handbell  choir. 


At  a  recent  awards  banquet  for  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Fund  at  Newman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  Shante  Williams  (left)  and  Jassoni  Young 
received  medals  for  excellence  and  participation  in  the  youth  program.  Sponsor 
Norvella  Williams  presented  the  awards. 


One  of  the  most  anticipated  and  meaningful  events  in  the  December  calendar  at 
FUMC-Alexandria  is  the  Children's  Advent  Workshop.  This  year  for  the  first  time, 
the  workshop  was  held  for  two  hours  on  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  2,  and  was  a  big 
success.  Children  then  attended  the  second  service  and  placed  their  Chrismons  on 
the  tree  in  the  sanctuary.  More  than  90  children  and  25  adults  participated.  What 
a  wonderful  way  to  help  teach  children  the  real  meaning  of  Christmas! 


Natchitoches  church  has  "Blue  Christmas" 


During  December  there  are  decora¬ 
tions  and  celebrations  everywhere,  but 
the  Christmas  season  can  be  a  reminder 
to  some  persons  of  what  they  have  lost 
or  never  had.  The  anguish  of  broken  or 
estranged  relationships,  the  insecurity  of 
unemployment,  the  weariness  of  ill 
health,  the  pain  of  isolation,  the  loss  of  a 
child,  the  loneliness  of  no  longer  having 
a  spouse  to  share  each  day  can  all  con¬ 
tribute  to  a  feeling  of  being  alone  and 
“feeling  blue”  in  the  midst  of  a  commu¬ 
nity  bent  on  “being  happy.” 

Because  it  is  at  such  times  that  peo¬ 
ple  need  to  acknowledge  their  sadness, 
First  United  Methodist  Church  held  a 
special  "Blue  Christmas”  on  Thursday, 
December  20,  at  6:30  p.  m.  “There  are 
years  when  we  hurt  at  Christmas  time 
and  have  trouble  getting  into  the  festivi¬ 
ties,”  said  the  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  pastor  of 


FUMC.  “We  need  to  know  that  we  are 
not  alone.  God’s  Word  comes  to  shine 
light  into  our  darkness.  This  service  pro¬ 
vided  a  time  of  experiencing  the  wonder 
and  hope  of  Christmas." 

Everyone  in  the  community  was 
invited  to  join  in  hearing  prayers,  scrip¬ 
ture  and  music  that  acknowledged  God’s 
presence  for  those  who  mourn  and 
struggle  and  to  encourage  others  who 
could  benefit  from  the  service  to  attend. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Alexandria  District  Communicator: 

Miriam  Brown 
3200  Messina  Rd. 

Boyce,  LA  71409 
(318)445-9035 
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BorderLinks,  from  page 1 


Deacon  Bernadine  Johnson's  recent  visit  to  the  border  towns  of  Mexico  offered  insight 
into  the  conditions  people  like  those  above  live  with,  such  as  environmental  pollution 
and  extremely  low  wages. "Yet  I  came  away  with  an  impression  that  they  are  rich  in  spir¬ 
it  and  rejoice  in  the  life  they  have,"  Johnson  said. 


social,  economic,  faith  and  political 
issues  affecting  the  border  people  and 
areas. 

"Contrary  to  what  I  anticipated,  I 
came  away  seeing  the  people  not  as 
‘poor  people’  but  as  real  and  unique 
individuals  living  their  lives  within  the 
context  of  their  place  and  time,”  she 
said. 

“The  highlight  of  the  trip  for  me  was 
the  homestay,”  Johnson  shares.  “I  spent 
two  nights  in  the  home  of  a  family  in 
colonia  Solidaridad.  Luis  and  Ramona 
are  in  their  mid-thirties  and  live  with 
their  three  daughters  in  a  one-room 
house  perched  on  a  rather  steep  hill¬ 
side.” 

According  to  Johnson,  Luis  built  the 
house  of  cinderblocks  that  he  made  at 
his  construction  job.  She  reports  that  the 
family  lives  without  indoor  plumbing 
and  the  bathroom  is  an  outhouse. 
Furnishings  are  sparse  with  two  double 
beds,  one  for  the  couple  and  one  for  the 
children,  and  a  13-inch  black  and  white 
television  set. 

“Clearly,  this  family  is  poor  by  our 
definition,  yet  I  came  away  with  an 
impression  that  they  are  rich  in  spirit 
and  rejoice  in  the  life  they  have,”  said 
Johnson.  “The  good  news  is  that  they 
have  hopes  and  dreams  for  tomorrow.” 
Visiting  Nogales,  Sonora,  Johnson 
learned  that  the  city  suffers  from  the 
results  of  years  of  pollution. 

“Initially,  there  was  no  regulation  -  no 
environmental  restrictions  or  enforce¬ 
ment-  of  the  U.S.  companies  operating 


factories  in  the  border  towns,”  said 
Johnson.  “The  companies  pay  no  taxes 
to  the  state  so  there  is  no  assistance  in 
providing  the  services  needed  to  accom¬ 
modate  the  population  growth... no  zon¬ 
ing  or  urban  planning.” 

Learning  that  the  Mexican  minimum 
wage  is  32  pesos  or  $4.25  per  day, 
Johnson  compared  that  to  the  $5.15 
minimum  wage  per  hour  in  the  United 
States.  She  also  learned  that  recent  com¬ 
pany  closings  have  further  slowed  the 
economy. 

“Many  persons  we  spoke  to  expressed 
the  view  that  U.S. /Mexico  trade  policies, 
notably  NAFTA  (North  American  Free 
Trade  Agreement),  are  designed  to  pro¬ 
vide  and  maintain  a  cheap  pool  of  labor 
in  Mexico,  with  the  benefits  going  to 
large  multinational  corporations,  to  the 
detriment  of  small,  locally-owned  busi¬ 
nesses,”  said  Johnson.  “At  the  same  time, 
powerful  political  interests  saw  to  it  that 
the  INS  (Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service)  stopped  enforcing  the  law  that 
holds  U.S.  employers  liable  for  undocu¬ 
mented  workers,  thus  allowing  some  of 
that  cheap  labor  to  flow  into  the  U.S.  for 
exploitation  as  well.” 

Reflecting  on  her  border  experiences, 
she  said,  “A  question  continually  runs 
through  my  mind  -  ‘Where  is  God  in  all 
of  this?’  It  was  difficult  to  not  come  away 
with  a  sense  of  helplessness  when  one 
looks  at  the  global  economic  and  politi¬ 
cal  forces  that  influence,  indeed  that  dic¬ 
tate,  the  lives  of  the  people  living  in  the 
border  region.” 


“We  witnessed  many  examples  of 
individuals  steadily  working  for  change, 
for  justice,  for  peace  in  their  communi¬ 
ties  -  many  working  in  their  own  small 
way  to  improve  the  way  of  life  for  the 
people  in  their  communities  and  their 
country,”  said  Johnson. 

Most  of  the  people  who  spoke  with 
Johnson  said  they  wanted  the  freedom 
to  come  and  work  in  the  United  States 
for  periods  of  time  and  then  return  to 
their  homes  and  families  in  Mexico. 


“Before  we  attempt  to  interpret  the 
situation  in  the  border  region  and  seek 
out  ways  to  improve  the  living  and  work¬ 
ing  conditions,  we  need  to  acknowledge 
our  country’s  ongoing  role  and  responsi¬ 
bility  in  bringing  about  the  current  situa¬ 
tion,”  said  Johnson. 

“We  can  then  ‘cross  the  border’  and 
start  building  personal  relationships 
with  people  in  the  border  communities, 
and  hear  them  as  they  identify  their 
needs.” 


Joia  Below,  MD 


Oscar  del  Portal,  MD 


Mohammed  Bey,  Jr.,  MD 


Nadine  Ford,  MD 


Methodist 
Women’s  Center 

An  Affiliate  of  the 
Methodist  Health  System 

Obstetricians/ 

Gynecologists 


Frances  Ivker,  MD 


Anne-Marie  Linhuber,  MD 


Cathy  Swain-Jones,  MD 


For  an  affiliated  physician,  call 

(504)  244-2999. 


Methodist  Hospital 

Third  Floor 

Critty  Hymes,  MD  5620  Read  Boulevard  •  New  Orleans,  LA  70127 


Daniel  Mensah,  MD 


Felton  Winfield,  MD 
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A  Portion  Meant  for  Others 

Churches  that  paid  100  percent  of  apportionments 


ACADIANA 

PECAN  ISLAND  UMC,  REV  JOHN  L  VINING 

TRINITY  UMC,  REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 

BERWICK  UMC,  REV  DAVID  L  BRICKER 

ABBEVILLE  UMC,  REV  JOHN  L  VINING 

ASBURY  UMC/  FRANKLIN,  REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 

FIRST  UMC/  FRANKLIN,  DR  BURTON  F  BLAIR 

MCGOWEN  UMC,  DR  BURTON  F  BLAIR 

BAYOU  BLUE  UMC,  REV  CURTISS  D  EDEN 

FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA,  REV  TIMOTHY  E  LAWSON 

WESLEY  UMC,  REV  MADELINE  MITCHELL 

MT  VERNON  UMC,  REV  MADELINE  MITCHELL 

INDIAN  BAYOU  UMC,  REV  ROSS  W  GENGER 

CENTENARY  UMC,  REV  ROSS  W  GENGER 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  JEANERETTE,  REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 

FITZGERALD  UMC,  REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 

MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 

ST  PETER  UMC,  REV  ERICA  JENKINS 

MALLALIEU  UMC,  REV  ERICA  JENKINS 

ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE,  REV  T  EDWARD  BOYD 

CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT,  REV  W  RALPH  FORD 

FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE,  REV  W  SPILLER  MILTON 

NORTHWOOD  UMC,  REV  DARRYL  A  TATE 

LYDIA  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  W  CORMIER 

MEMORIAL  UMC/  MATTHEWS,  REV  PEGGY  FOREMAN 

MELVILLE  UMC,  REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 

PALMETTO  UMC,  REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 

PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  NEWTON  HORNE 

WALMSLEY  UMC,  REV  DAN  WASHINGTON  JR 

MASON  UMC,  REV  DAN  WASHINGTON  JR 

FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA,  REV  SCOTT  BULLOCK 

BRIGGS  UMC,  REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS  JR 

MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS  JR 

LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC,  REV  K  DALE  HENSARLING 

ST  MARK  UMC,  REV  RUSSELL  JONES 

PATTERSON  UMC,  REV  L  JOHN  LOCASCIO 

KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC,  REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 

WILSON  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 

FIRST  UMC/NEW  ROADS,  REV  R  DON  GENTRY 

SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  NEW  ROADS,  REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 

CALVARY  UMC,  REV  CLIFTON  C  CONRAD  SR 

FIRST  UMC/  THIBODAUX,  REV  RICHARD  M  BOYETT 

VACHERIE  UMC,  REV  RICHARD  BOYETT 

MAGNOLIA  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  WAXIA,  REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 

ST  JAMES  UMC,  REV  MARGUERITE  D  JENKINS 

WILEY  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  ROSS 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA,  REV  ROY  T  JAMES 
HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC,  REV  R  DON  ROSS 
NEWMAN  UMC,  REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 
ST  MARKS  UMC,  TBS 
TRINITY  UMC,  REV  C  FRANCES  HOOTON 
WILTON  UMC,  TBS 

BETHEL  UMC,  DR  GEORGE  A  MCVAY 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE,  REV  WILLIAM  K  MCDONALD 

MACARTHUR  DRIVE  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  K  MCDONALD 

SIEPER  UMC,  REV  GLINDA  M  DOUCET 

UNION  UMC,  REV  DIANNE  ALLEN  JONES 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  DOUG  MILLIRON 

TRINITY  UMC,  REV  DOUG  MILLIRON 

WHITES  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  DOUG  MILLIRON 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  CAMPTI,  TBS 

MT  ZION  UMC,  TBS 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  CHENEYVILLE,  REV  OBIE  J  SOUTHALL 

COLFAX  UMC,  REV  JAMES  REID 

COULEY  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  G  MAY 

FELLOWSHIP  UMC  /HINESTON,  REV  RICHARD  HOOTON 

BALL  UMC,  REV  ED  DILWORTH 

ST  MARKS  UMC,  TBS  ‘  »'  *• 


NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA,  REV  MARK  B  BENGE  SR 

BELAH  UMC,  REV  MARK  B  BENGE  SR 

OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE,  REV  DAVID  CARLTON 

LECOMPTE UMC,  REV  ROSS  FORD 

BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC,  REV  ROSS  FORD 

CHENEYVILLE  UMC,  REV  ROSS  FORD 

EVERGREEN  UMC,  REV  EMILY  R  WINBERY 

BEULAH  UMC,  REV  JOHN  R  FOSTER 

MT  ZION  UMC,  DR  JIMMY  WALKER 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES,  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

EMMANUEL  UMC,  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC,  REV  JAMES  M  POOLE 

PROVENCAL  UMC,  REV  JAMES  M  POOLE 

WEAVER  UMC,  REV  JAMES  M  POOLE 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES,  REV  DOUGLAS  L  CAIN 

OLLA  UMC,  REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 

URANIA  UMC,  REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 

PALESTINE  UMC,  REV  J  EDWIN  DILWORTH 

FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE,  REV  J  RODDY  TAYLOR 

PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC,  REV  GEORGE  A  MCVAY 

WESLEY  UMC,  REV  JAMES  E  RAY  SR 

WESLEY  UMC/  BOONEVILLE,  REV  JAMES  E  RAY  SR 

POLLOCK  UMC,  REV  BRYANT  E  GORE 

LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  BRYANT  E  GORE 

STRANGE  UMC,  REV  M  SUSANNE  WASTLUND 

EDDY  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  JOHN  R  JOHNS 

FIRST  UMC/  WINNFIELD,  REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 

BATON  ROUGE 

BLACKWATER  UMC,  REV  MARK  R  MARTIN 

FIRST  UMC/  BAKER,  REV  THOMAS  E  DOLPH 

BROADMOOR  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  ROGER  D  LATHAN 

FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE,  DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 

INGLESIDE  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  M  DONAKEY 

JEFFERSON  UMC,  REV  CAROL  S  WINN 

JORDAN  UMC,  REV  CLARENCE  L  HILLARD 

ST  PETER  UMC/  MARINGOUIN,  REV  CLARENCE  L  HILLARD 

NEELY  UMC,  REV  ARNOLD  V  BROWN 

ST  ANDREWS  UMC,  REV  H  STEVE  STEPHENS 

ST  JOHNS  UMC,  REV  DONALD  R  AVERY 

ST  LUKES  UMC,  REV  J  PHILIP  WOODLAND 

ST  MARK  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE,  REV  JOSEPH  D  AWOTWI 

ST  PAUL  UMC,  REV  FRANK  B  AKIN 

UNIVERSITY  UMC,  REV  KENNETH  W  IRBY 

WESLEY  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE,  REV  ANDREW  GOFF 

CLINTON  UMC,  REV  J  PENN  MORGAN 

CLEAR  CREEK  UMC,  REV  J  PENN  MORGAN 

MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  H  LOUIS  JONES 

ST  PAUL  UMC,  REV  H  LOUIS  JONES 

ST  PETER  UMC,  REV  LAURENCE  E  HALL 

JACKSON  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  LAURENCE  E  HALL 

ST  JAMES  UMC/  CONVENT,  REV  GAYNELL  PITTMAN 

FIRST  UMC/  DONALDSONVILLE,  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 

LUTCHER  UMC,  REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 

ST  JAMES  UMC/BELLE  ROSE,  REV  JAMES  N  KIRK 

CARPENTERS  CHAPEL/GALVEZ,  REV  WILLIAM  P  MINYARD 

GONZALES  UMC,  REV  GARY  DON  WILLIS 

MAGNOLIA  UMC,  REV  KAREN  DAVIS 

JACKSON  UMC,  REV  DAVID  J  SHEEHAN 

ETHEL  UMC,  REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY  SR 

ST  LANDRY  UMC  /  GONZALES,  REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY  SR 

SHILOH  UMC  /  MARINGOUIN,  REV  CURTIS  JOHNSON 

LEJEUNE  UMC,  REV  CURTIS  JOHNSON 

FIRST  UMC/  PLAQUEMINE,  REV  STEPHEN  FLEMING 

GRAND  RIVER  UMC,  REV  E  CARROLL  JOHNSON 

HURST  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 

ST  LUKE  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 

SCOTT  UMC/  PORT  ALLEN,  REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 

HARTZELL  UMC  /  ROSEDALE,  REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 

MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC,  TBS 

BETHEL  UMC  /  PRIDE,  REV  WILLIAM  H  MCLAIN 


ANDREW  CHAPEL  UMC/WATSON,  DR  GEORGE  W  C  CALVIN  SR 

NEW  RIVER  UMC  /  ST  AMANT,  REV  ROGER  E  MOSHER 

ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC,  REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 

SLAUGHTER  UMC,  REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 

BLUFF  CREEK  UMC,  REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 

NEW  HOPE  UMC/  SPILLMAN,  TBS 

CONCORD  UMC,  TBS 

TUNICA  UMC,  REV  MICHAEL  G  MILLER 

WESLEY  UMC/  WILSON,  REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 

ASBURY  UMC/  NORWOOD,  REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 

BEECH  GROVE  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  LAWS 

MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  LAWS 

MT  CARMEL  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  LAWS 

ZACHARY  UMC,  REV  ALAN  EINSEL 

EVANGELINE,  REV  ROBERT  ROSS 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WAKEFIELD  UMC,  REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 

GRAND  CHENIER  UMC,  REV  GARY  VAN  HORN 

CHURCH  POINT  UMC,  REV  FRED  M  FRASER 

IOTA  UMC,  REV  FRED  M  FRASER 

FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY,  REV  ROBERT  E  HOLLIS 

WESLEY  UMC/  CROWLEY,  REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

FIRST  UMC/  DEQUINCY,  REV  CAROLYN  B  VOLENTINE 

FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER,  REV  JON  E  TELLIFERO 

WESLEY  UMC/  DERIDDER,  REV  JAMES  C  SKINNER 

MERRYVILLE  UMC,  REV  KENNETH  VOLENTINE 

BRANCH  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 

EUNICE  UMC,  REV  FRANK  DAVIS 

FAIRVIEW  UMC,  REV  CHRISTI  EMANUEL 

PROSPECT  UMC  /  FLORIEN,  DR  WILLIAM  R  BOYD 

HORNBECK  UMC,  DR  WILLIAM  R  BOYD 

GUEYDAN  UMC,  REV  JAMES  R  SCHAUB 

KAPLAN  UMC,  REV  JAMES  R  SCHAUB 

HOPEWELL  UMC,  REV  MARK  S  THERIOT 

PINE  GROVE  UMC,  REV  MARK  S  THERIOT 

IOWA  UMC,  REV  DAVID  R  DEWITT 

JENNINGS  UMC,  REV  J  RICHARD  SCOTT  WELCH 

KINDER  UMC,  REV  LISA  E  TURNBULL 

ELIZABETH  UMC,  REV  LISA  E  TURNBULL 

FIRST  UMC/  LK  CHAS,  REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 

OAK  PARK  UMC,  REV  ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 

ST  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC,  REV  JAMES  HUMPHREYS 

UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS,  REV  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 

FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE,  REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

HOLLY  GROVE  UMC,  REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

MT  ZION  UMC/  LEESVILLE,  REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE  JR 

MACEDONIA  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE  JR 

HASKIN  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE  JR 

MOSS  BLUFF  UMC,  REV  DANIEL  P  GLEASON 

OAKDALE  UMC,  REV  ELIZABETH  M  NORTHEN 

OBERLIN  UMC,  REV  JEROLD  R  HOFFPAUIR 

BASILE  UMC,  REV  JEROLD  R  HOFFPAUIR 

RAYMOND  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 

ELTON  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 

ROANOKE  UMC,  REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

LAKE  ARTHUR  UMC,  REV  SUSAN  PUGH 

SQUYRES  UMC,  REV  RAYMOND  H  LEIDIG  JR 

HENNING  MEM  UMC,  REV  C  RICHARD  HOFFPAUIR 

MAPLEWOOD  UMC,  REV  JOHN  HIGGINBOTHAM 

WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR,  REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 

HACKBERRY  UMC,  REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 

SWEETLAKE  UMC,  REV  WAYNE  G  TAYLOR 

WELSH  MEM  UMC,  REV  JERRY  LEE  JOHNSON 

WELSH  UMC,  REV  MARK  GOINS 

HAYES  UMC,  REV  MARK  GOINS 

MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS,  REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 
WESTLAKE  UMC,  REV  TED  D  FREELAND 

MONROE 

FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP,  REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
COLLINSTON  UMC,  REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  JOHN  G  DESCHNER 
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MER  ROUGE  UMC,  REV  JOHN  G  DESCHNER 

MT  OLIVE  UMC,  REV  JOHNNY  M  RILEY  JR 

FIRST  UMC/  COLUMBIA,  REV  PAMELA  FITCH 

HEBERT  UMC,  REV  PAMELA  FITCH 

LITTLE  CREEK  UMC,  REV  HOWARD  B  CHILDS 

UNION  UMC,  REV  A  RICHARD  POSS 

DELHI  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 

CROWVILLE  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 

EPPS  UMC,  REV  LLOYD  SCOTT 

PIONEER  UMC,  REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 

SEVIER  MEM  UMC/  FERRIDAY,  REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

CLAYTON  UMC,  REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

GRAYSON  UMC,  REV  HOWARD  HUDSON 

FIRST  UMC/  LK  PROVIDENCE,  REV  DONALD  R  MORGAN 

MANGHAM  UMC,  REV  JEFFERY  D  CONNER 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE,  REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 

ST  PAUL  UMC,  REV  JACK  HOLMES  JR 

LEA  JOYNER  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  WELDON  C  BARES 

MEMORIAL  UMC  /  MONROE,  REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL  KELLY 

REVEILLE  UMC,  REV  A  RICHARD  POSS 

ST  JAMES  UMC  /  MONROE,  REV  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 

ST  MARKS  UMC,  REV  JULIET  A  DESCHNER 

ST  PAULS  UMC  /  MONROE,  REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 

NEWELLTON,  TBS 

FIRST  UMC/  OAK  GROVE,  REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 

OAK  RIDGE  UMC,  REV  LOUIS  W  REDDEN 

RAYVILLE  UMC,  REV  R  RAY  SPILLER 

HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC,  REV  R  RAY  SPILLER 

ST  ANDREWS  UMC,  REV  JACK  PHELPS 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC,  REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 

ST  JOSEPH  UMC,  REV  KIBBIE  E  HATFIELD 

FIRST  UMC/  SICILY  ISLAND,  REV  SAMUEL  EMANUEL 

FIRST  UMC/  HARRISONBURG,  REV  SAMUEL  EMMANUEL 

FIRST  UMC/  TALLULAH,  REV  FRED  W  FULTON  IV 

VIDALIA  UMC,  TBS 

WASHINGTON  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
MT  SINAI  UMC,  REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
MT  NEBO  UMC,  REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
LAWSON  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 
ASBURY  UMC/  W  MONROE,  REV  REBECCA  CONNER 
FIRST  UMC/  W  MONROE,  REV  KARL  SHERMAN  KLAUS 
MCGUIRE  UMC,  REV  MICHAEL  T  HEAD 
WOODLAWN  UMC,  REV  LINDA  E  SABIN 
FIRST  UMC/ WINNSBORO,  REV  WILLIAM  MOON 
GILBERT  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  MOON 
WISNER  UMC,  REV  I  FRANCES  GUY 
BASKIN  UMC,  REV  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 

NEW  ORLEANS 

BELLE  CHASSE  UMC,  REV  ALFRED  BAKEWELL  III 

HOPE  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  GENE  M  FAURIE 

ST  CHARLES  UMC,  REV  J  THOMAS  LOGAN 

GOLDEN  MEADOW  UMC,  REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 

GRAND  ISLE  UMC,  REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 

BOYNTON  UMC,  REV  ISSAC  BIVENS 

GRETNA  UMC,  REV  FRANK  S  HARRIS  III 

MESSIAH  UMC,  REV  SAMUEL  CALVO 

EL  MESIAS,  REV  SAMUEL  CALVO 

THOMAS  UMC,  REV  KARL  CLARK 

FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE,  REV  KENNETH  M  GRAHAM  JR 

METAIRIE  UMC,  REV  RHONDA  E  FEURTADO 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC,  REV  T  NICHOLS  EVANS  JR 

ST  MATTHEWS  UMC,  REV  H  A  HARRINGTON  JR 

ASBURY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS,  DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 

ST  MATTHEW  UMC,  DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 

AURORA  UMC,  REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS,  REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 

SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC,  REV  DALE  E  BRANCH 

CORNERSTONE  UMC,  REV  JAMES  F  HAYNES 

FIRST  STREET  UMC,  REV  ABRAHAM  E  DAVIS 

GRACE  UMC,  REV  WALTER  B  PENNINGTON 

JEFFERSON  UMC,  REV  JUDITH  A  SHEMA 

LAKE  VISTA  UMC,  REV  NORWOOD  HINGLE  III 

MT  ZION  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS,  REV  VICTOR  T  MCCULLOUGH 

NINDE  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  HORACE  BRUMFIELD 

NAPOLEON  AVENUE  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  V  TURNER 

PEOPLES  UMC,  REV  CONSTANCE  R  SAIZON 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  DONALD  C  COTTRILL 

ST  LUKES  UMC,  REV  WESLEY  C  REAGAN 

ST  MARKS  UMC,  REV  GREGOR  A  QIKE 


ST  PAULS  UMC/  HARAHAN,  REV  ELLEN  J  BLUE 
ST  JAMES  UMC/  HAHNVILLE,  TBS 

NORTH  SHORE 

AMITE  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS  SR 

INDEPENDENCE  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS  SR 

WESLEY  RAY  UMC,  REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 

MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 

LIVE  OAK  UMC,  REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UMC,  REV  HULEN  C  WARREN  JR 

THIRKIELD  UMC,  REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 

HARRYS  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 

BUSH  UMC,  REV  KARL  D  WOOD 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON,  REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 

FITZGERALD  UMC,  REV  PERCY  M  FRAZIER 

WALDHEIM  UMC,  REV  PERCY  M  FRAZIER 

DAYS  UMC,  DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 

CENTER  UMC,  REV  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 

DARLINGTON  UMC,  DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 

FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS,  REV  WYBRA  PRICE 

ROBERTS  UMC,  REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 

ST  LUKE  UMC,  REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 

CENTENARY  UMC,  REV  LYNDLE  R  BULLARD 

FISHER  UMC,  REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 

WINAN  UMC,  REV  TERRENCE  S  AUGUST 

HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  TERRENCE  S  AUGUST 

GREENSBURG  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 

FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND,  REV  RICKY  R  WILLIS 

JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC,  TBS 

LEES  LANDING  UMC,  REV  CAROL  R  RICHARDSON 

KENTWOOD  UMC,  REV  FRED  B  MOORE  JR 

MT  HERMON  UMC,  REV  FRED  B  MOORE  JR 

LACOMBE  UMC,  REV  LAWRENCE  K  BENSON 

LIVINGSTON  UMC,  REV  RICHARD  DAVIS 

LORANGER  UMC,  REV  EMILE  E  TOSSO  III 

COOPERS  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  EMILE  E  TOSSO  III 

CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT,  REV  THOMAS  L  HOWE 

NEWELL  UMC,  REV  NOLAN  M  ROBINSON 

ST  TIMOTHY  ON  N/SHORE  UMC,  REV  JAMES  W  MITCHELL 

PEARL  RIVER  UMC,  REV  TIMOTHY  M  SMITH 

PINE  GROVE  UMC,  REV  EDDIE  E  MORGAN  JR 

MONTPELIER  UMC,  REV  EDDIE  E  MORGAN  JR 

NESOM  MEM.  TICKFAW  UMC,  REV  RAND  GUY 

PINE  RIDGE  UMC,  REV  CLINT  P  LOVELL 

TANGIPAHOA  UMC,  REV  CLINTON  P  LOVELL 

FIRST  UMC/  PONCHATOULA,  REV  ROBERT  L  DEICH 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  DEBRA  PEPLOW 

MAUREPAS  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 

ALDERSGATE  UMC,  REV  DAVID  F  FORTUNA 

FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL,  REV  JERRY  G  HILBUN 

HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  DARLENE  MOORE  JAMES 

FIRST  UMC/  SPRINGFIELD,  REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 

HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 

ST  JAMES  UMC,  TBS 

SUN  UMC,  TBS 

VARNADO  UMC,  REV  ESTER  L  HAMMOND 
WALKER  UMC,  REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
MANGUM  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
FRIENDSHIP  UMC,  REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
CORBIN  UMC,  REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
LIVE  OAK  UMC,  REV  MARK  E  CROSBY 

RUSTON 

ANSLEY  UMC,  TBS 
ARCADIA  UMC,  DR  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
MT  MARIAH  UMC,  DR  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
ARIZONA  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  J  MAXEY 
ATHENS  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  R  PENUELL 
BERNICE  UMC,  REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC,  REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC,  REV  JOHNIE  W  ADKINS 
BEULAH  UMC,  TBS 

BIENVILLE  UMC,  REV  WILLIAM  R  HIGGS 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC,  TBS 
CENTERPOINT  UMC,  TBS 
CHATHAM  UMC,  REV  HOMER  BAILES 
CONCORD  UMC,  REV  HOMER  BAILES 
CHOUDRANT  UMC,  REV  RAYMOND  M  CROFOOT 

DOUGLAS  UMC,  REV  RAYMOND  M  CROFOOT 
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DOWNSVILLE  UMC,  REV  OWEN  H  PEYTON  SR 
BETHEL  UMC,  REV  OWEN  PEYTON 
DOYLINE  UMC,  TBS 
DUBACH  UMC,  REV  JON  LORD 
HARMONY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  JON  LORD 
EROS  UMC,  REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 
ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS,  REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 
FARMERVILLE  UMC,  REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
GIBSLAND  UMC,  REV  H  ELIZABETH  LOVE 
OAK  GROVE  UMC,  REV  H  ELIZABETH  LOVE 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC,  REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 
SHONGALOO  UMC,  REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 
HEFLIN  UMC,  REV  CAROL  HEARD 
HODGE  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  E  HAMILTON 
DODSON  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  E  HAMILTON 
NEW  HOPE  UMC,  REV  JOSEPH  E  HAMILTON 
FIRST  UMC/  HOMER,  REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 
INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC,  TBS 
LISBON  UMC,  TBS 

COTTON  VALLEY  UMC,  REV  DORCAS  A  THORNTON 
JONESBORO  UMC,  REV  L  WAYNE  HOWINGTON 
MARION  UMC,  REV  W  ED  PARKS 
BIRDS  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  W  ED  PARKS 
MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  M  STUART  SHERMAN 
SALEM  UMC,  REV  M  STUART  SHERMAN 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN,  REV  J  RYAN  HORTON 
LAKEVIEW  UMC,  REV  T  LYNN  MALONE 
MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  JOHN  N  WILLIAMS 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC,  REV  SAMUEL  L  BRADLEY 
PINE  GROVE  UMC,  TBS 

PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC,  REV  JOE  E  HUNTER 
QUITMAN  UMC,  REV  NANCY  E  WOFFORD 
CLAY  UMC,  REV  NANCY  E  WOFFORD 
RINGGOLD  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  B  FREEMAN 
CASTOR  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  B  FREEMAN 
ANTIOCH  UMC/  SIMSBORO,  TBS 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON,  REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON,  REV  FRED  B  WIDEMAN 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC.  REV  STEVEN  FOWLER 
SIBLEY  UMC,  TBS 

SPRINGHILL  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  R  LANGFORD 
WHITEHALL  UMC,  REV  DAVID  G  BAZER 
COLQUITT  UMC,  REV  DAVID  G  BAZER 
EVERGREEN  UMC,  REV  DAVID  G  BAZER 

SHREVEPORT 

BENTON  UMC,  REV  MARK  BRAY 
BETHEL  UMC,  REVS  CHAS/FRANCES  FREEMAN 
COUSHATTA  UMC,  REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 
CROSSROADS  UMC,  REV  CARL  D  MUNYON 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC,  REV  CARL  D  MUNYON 
BETHANY  UMC,  REV  S  KEMPER  SMITH 
HOSSTON  UMC,  REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
GILLIAM  UMC,  REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
IDA  UMC,  REV  JERRY  A  MEANS 
LOGANSPORT  UMC,  REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 
LONGSTREET  UMC,  REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 
KEATCHIE  UMC,  REV  MARY  JO  BABCOCK 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD,  REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 
GRAND  CANE  UMC,  REV  IRVIN  J  BOUDREAUX 
ROSA  UMC,  REV  S  CHARLES  BYRD 
ST  MATTHEW  UMC,  REV  S  CHARLES  BYRD 
MANY  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  CREWS 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC,  REV  CHERYL  NELSON 
OIL  CITY  UMC,  REV  CHERYL  NELSON 
BELCHER  UMC,  REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
PLAIN  DEALING  UMC,  REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON 
WALKERS  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC,  REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
PELICAN  UMC,  REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC,  REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
MT  ZION  UMC,  REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
FAIRVIEW  UMC,  REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC,  REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC,  REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
BONCHEST  UMC,  REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
VIVIAN  UMC,  REV  RAMONALYNN  BETHLEY 

See  Apportionments,  page  8  ,  j 
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SHREVEPORT  (cont.) 

ZWOLLE  UMC,  REV  BONITA  C  DAVIS 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC,  REV  BONITA  DAVIS 
ASBURY  UMC,  REV  BARRY  HUGHES 
BARKSDALE  UMC,  REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL  SR 
BLANCHARD  UMC,  REV  LOUIS  RAY  BRANTON 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY,  REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 
BROADMOOR  UMC,  REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 
CADDO  HEIGHTS  UMC,  REV  THOMAS  A  WILSON 
CHRIST  UMC,  REV  LARRY  D  ODELL 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC,  REV  JUDITH  D  BAZER 
KEITHVILLE  UMC,  REV  DAVID  MELVILLE 
FAIRFIELD  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON  JR 
FAITH  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON  JR 
GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH,  REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 
LAKEVIEW  UMC,  REV  CHARLES  B  HUMPHREYS 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC,  REV  ELLEN  ALSTON 
MANGUM  UMC,  REV  GREGORY  R  DAVIS 
MCDONALD  UMC,  REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC,  REV  RICHARD  L  COCKBURN 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC,  REV  STEVEN  W  CARAWAY 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC,  REV  SANDRA  B  HUBER 
ST  JAMES  UMC,  REV  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
ST  LUKES  UMC,  REV  STEVEN  PORTER 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  SHREVEPORT,  REV  KEN  FISHER 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC,  REV  KEN  FISHER 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT,  DR  R  PAT  DAY 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC,  REV  BRYAN  S  DAUPHIN 
TRINITY  UMC/  SHREVEPORT,  REV  DAVID  MELVILLE 
HAUGHTON  UMC,  REV  JUDITH  D  BAZER 


Clergy  Spouse  retreat  set  for  April  5-6 


This  year’s  conference  clergy  spouse 
retreat  will  be  held  April  5-6  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  A 
book  by  Kimberly  Dunnam  Reisman, 
“The  Christ-Centered  Woman,”  will 
serve  as  the  study  theme  for  the  annual 
retreat.  Check-in  time  is  set  for  4-6  p.m. 
on  Friday,  April  5.  The  retreat  concludes 
at  2  p.m.  on  Saturday.  A  registration  fee 

Church  Impressions 

All  churches  which  used  Church 
Impressions  to  produce  pictorial  direc¬ 
tories  should  be  aware  that  the  company 
is  no  longer  in  business. 


of  $5  is  due  upon  arrival,  and  the  study 
book  may  be  purchased  for  $9.75  at  the 
retreat.  Friday  night  lodging  and  three 
meals  cost  $52  per  person  for  a  double 
room,  $49  per  person  for  a  quadruple 
room.  For  more  information,  contact 
Anita  Weber,  (318)  868-1020,  email: 
keysQueen@aol.com,  or  Fane  Peeples, 
(318)  861-6922. 

goes  out  of  business 

If  you  need  another  company  to  use 
in  their  place  or  to  complete  unfinished 
jobs,  contact  the  Olan  Mills  Church 
Division  at  (800)  845-1157  ext.  1925. 
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"With  Renew,  I  lost  128 
pounds.  I  no  longer  suffer 
from  high  blood  pressure, 
sleep  apnea,  and  back 
pain  due  to  my  excess 
weight.  And  winning 
second  runner  up  in 
the  Mrs.  Mississippi 
International  Pageant 
was  just  a  little  something 
extra."  /) 


Shoma  Martin 

Methodist  Hospital  Patient 


If  you  are  at  least  100  pounds 
over  your  ideal  body  weight, 
experience  medical  problems  f 
that  can  be  alleviated  by 
weight  loss,  and  have  failed 
to  lose  weight  by  conventional 
methods,  gastric  bypass 
surgery  may  be  the  answer 
you've  been  looking  for. 


Feeling  Belter 


enetr 


A  Surgically  Enhanced  Weight-Loss  Program  at  Methodist  Hospital 


5620  Read  Blvd.  •  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70127 
(504)  244-5483  www.pmmh.org  1  -800-581  -2570 


Mark  Your  Calendar! 

Learn  to  build  your  own 
church  website! 
February  16, 2002 
La. Technical  College 
in  Baton  Rouge 
Led  by  Tim  Hebert,  Cost:  $35 
Space  is  limited.  Contact 
Betty  Backstrom  at  (225)  346- 
1 646  ext.  227  or  by  e-mail  at 
lanow@bellsouth.net. 
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Laity  retreat  set  to  inform  and  transform  participants 


“Being  Informed  to 
Be  Transformed”  is  the 
theme  of  this  year’s 
conference  laity  retreat 
scheduled  for  April  19- 
21  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

Warren  Carter,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  the  New 
Testament  at  St.  Paul’s 
School  of  Theology, 
will  serve  as  the  bible  study  leader  for 
the  annual  event.  Bishop  William  W. 


Hutchinson  will 
address  the  laity  on 
Sunday  at  the  close  of 
the  retreat. 

Guest  preacher  for 
the  event  will  be  Rev. 
Andy  Goff  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

“I  look  forward  to 
seeing  local  church  lay  leadership  in 
attendance  at  what  promises  to  be  a 


highly  spirited  retreat.  This  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  opportunity  to  become  spiritually 
renewed,  participate  in  bible  study,  and 
listen  to  some  fine  preaching,”  said  Anita 
Crump,  conference  lay  leader. 

Participants  will  gather  for  6  p.m.  on 
Friday  evening  and  depart  from  the 
Conference  Center  at  noon  on  Sunday. 
There  is  no  registration  fee  for  this  year’s 
event.  Information  on  cost  for  food  and 
lodging  and  on  how  to  register  will  be 
published  in  the  February  22  issue  of 
Louisiana  Now! 


Goff 


Miracle  on  Washington  Ave. 


New  Orleans  Home  for  Children 
holds  dedication  of  playground 


The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  held  a  dedication 
service  on  Jan.  24  for  a  new 
playground  that  is  being  used 
by  the  residents  of  the  New 
Orleans  facility.  More  than  40 
orphaned  or  neglected  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  currently 
served  by  The  Methodist 
Home  for  Children. 

Keith  Rhodes,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer,  gave  opening 
remarks  and  recognized  pro¬ 
gram  volunteers.  Curtis 
PeUerin,  representing  the 
board  of  directors,  presented 
plaques  to  The  Booth-Bricker 
Fund,  the  Joe  and  Dorothy 
Dorsett  Brown  Foundation, 
and  Anna  Hayden  of  Nicholas 
and  Banting  Nurseries  in 


appreciation  for  the  funding 
for  the  playground  project. 

Rev.  Don  C.  Cottrill  of 
Rayne  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  gave  the 
blessing  over  the  playground, 
with  opening  and  closing 
prayers  offered  by  Rev.  Victor 
McCullough,  Mount  Zion 
UMC,  and  Rev.  Nick  Evans, 
Munholland  UMC,  respec¬ 
tively. 

“On  January  24,  2002,  The 
Miracle  on  Washington 
Avenue’  reached  another 
milestone  with  the  official 
completion,  and  dedication 
of  our  new  playground  at  The 
Methodist  Home  for  Children 
in  New  Orleans.  Theplay- 

See  Children's  Home,  page  7 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Residents  at  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in  New 
Orleans  try  out  their  new  playground  equipment  as  director 
Keith  Rhodes  looks  on.  The  home  cares  for  more  than  40 
orphaned  or  neglected  children. "The  playground  is  just 
another  therapeutic  component  in  our  attempt  to  help  the 
children  here  heal,  grow  and  succeed,"  Rhodes  said. 
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Keeping  Body  and  Soul  Together 


“Life  in  Christ  is 
not  a  one-time  fix,  a 
surgery  of  the  heart 
if  you  will,  but  is  a 
continous  and 
growing  lifestyle.” 


The  other  night  our  youngest  son, 
Mark,  told  me  he  was  reading  and 
putting  into  practice  the  advice  of  a 
book  that  has  changed  my  lifestyle 
completely.  The  book  is  Reversing 
Heart  Disease  by  Dr.  Dean  Ornish, 
MD.  Dr.  Ornish,  the  guru  of  many 
heart  patients,  says  that  we  can 
reverse  coronary  vascular  disease  by 
doing  four  things  intentionally  and 
consistently.  Those  four  things  are 
1)  Controlling  our  diet,  2)  Getting  ade¬ 
quate  exercise, 

3)  Reducing  our 
stress,  and 

4)  Taking  care  of 
our  spiritual  life. 

In  talking  about 
the  book  Mark 
made  the  com¬ 
ment  that  he  did 
n’t  realize  Dr. 

Ornish  was  so 
strong  on  the 
necessity  of  spiri 
tual  peace  in  one’s  life.  In  actuality, 
this  is  the  cornerstone  around  which 
Dr.  Ornish’s  program  revolves. 

In  a  couple  of  weeks  I  will  reach  the 
seventh  anniversary  of  my  coronary 
bypass  surgery.  It  was  performed  on 
February  15, 1995.  A  few  weeks  later  I 
was  asked  to  read  Reversing  Heart 
Disease  as  a  text  for  a  cardiac  rehabili¬ 
tation  program  in  which  I  was  partici¬ 
pating.  I  was  absolutely  captivated  by 
the  book  and  its  concepts.  I  began  at 
that  time  putting  the  program  in  place 
in  my  life  and  I  have  lived  to  experi¬ 
ence  its  powerful,  life  changing  results. 
I  am  healthier  now,  in  all  ways,  than  I 
was  before  the  bypass  surgery.  While  I 
don’t  recommend  such  a  drastic 
measure  to  wake  us  up  to  the  life  we 
can  and  should  live,  I  am  truly  grateful 
it  happened  to  me  as  it  did. 

Now  I  am  grateful  both  of  my  sons 
are  realizing  their  need  to  take  care  of 
their  lives  in  a  similar  way.  The  three 
of  us  come  from  a  long  line  of  cardio¬ 
vascular  train  wrecks!  Knowing  what 
we  know  today  and  being  able  to 
practice  a  healthy  life  style  that  will 
keep  those  arteries  open  longer  is  a 
true  blessing.  But  there’s  more  than 
our  physical  health  we  need  to 
address  as  father  and  sons! 

I  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  Dr. 
Ornish  speak  during  a  symposium  on 
health  and  spiritual  wholeness  a  few 
years  ago.  He  was  verbally  as  strong  in 
his  support  of  the  spiritual  side  of  our 
healthy  life  as  he  is  in  his  writings.  He 
and  others  like  him  are  a  revolution  to 
traditional  medicine.  While  he  is  not  a 
Christian,  he  is  definitely  a  spiritual 
man  and  knows  the  value  of  spiritual 
wholeness. 

My  thoughts  always  seem  to  turn  to 
this  subject  about  this  time  of  year  - 
an  anniversary  time  for  me.  It’s  not  a 
morbid  fascination  with  my  surgery  or 
my  realization  of  my  mortality,  but  it  is 
a  true  thanksgiving  for  my  having 
been  given  a  new  possibility  for  a 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


healthy  and  longer 
life. 

In  so  many  ways, 
this  is  the  same  kind 
of  reflection  we 
have  when  we 
remember  our  con¬ 
version,  our  bap¬ 
tism,  our  confirma¬ 
tion,  our  rebirth, 
our  enlightenment, 
our  awakening,  our 
renewed  sight,  our 
rededication  to  our 
faith,  our  “aha!” 
understanding  of 
our  relationship  with 
God,  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  Holy  Spirit. 
It’s  a  return  to  a 
powerful  moment 
when  we  “first  saw 
the  light  and  the 
burden  of  our  heart 
rolled  away.” 

But  just  like  the  power  of  reversing 
heart  disease  is  through  disciplined 
and  consistent  life  changes,  we  must 
approach  the  strengthening  of  our 
Christian  lives  through  disciplined 
and  consistent  practice  of  the  things 
that  make  for  lived-out  faith.  Life  in 
Christ  is  not  a  one-time  fix,  a  surgery 
of  the  heart  if  you  will,  but  is  a  contin¬ 
uous  and  growing  life  style  that 
includes  Christ  in  every  aspect  of  our 
day  to  day  living  and  an  acute  aware¬ 
ness  of  his  presence  in  all  we  do.  Our 
life  in  Christ  must  become  not  some¬ 
thing  we  do  on  occasion,  but  must  be 
the  very  fiber  of  who  we  are  every 
hour  of  every  day. 

I  must  admit  that  at  times  I  am 
much  better  at  intentionally  maintain¬ 
ing  my  physical  life  than  I  am  my  spir¬ 
itual!  But  here’s  the  great  truth  I  need 
to  keep  learning  and  I  pass  on  to  you. 
We  won’t  be  healthy  physically  if  we 
are  not  healthy  spiritually.  And  we’ll 
never  be  healthy  spiritually  if  we  aren’t 
friends  with  our  physical  being.  It  is 
virtually  impossible  to  separate  one 
from  the  other. 

The  journey  we  are  on  as  United 
Methodist  Christians  in  Louisiana  is 
both.  We  are  maintaining  the  physical 
strength  of  our  churches,  our  property, 
and  our  programs.  But  we  must  be 
about  maintaining  the  spiritual  health 
of  our  hearts,  minds,  souls  and 
strength  as  well.  When  we  combine 
the  two  we  will  have  a  powerful 
church.  Both  are  necessary  to  be  a 
whole  body  of  God’s  people. 

I  feel  like  I  have  rambled  here. 
Hopefully  I  have  communicated!  I 
really  wanted  to  do  so!  May  God  bless 
you  in  your  journey  of  keeping  body 
and  soul  together. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


fall  /UJL 


_ ' 


St.Johns  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  participated  in  the  Gardere 
Family  Festival,  which  was  organized  by  The  Casey  Family  Programs  in  an  effort  to 
launch  its  Community  Building  Initiative  and  bring  a  community  center  to  the  area 
St.John's  participated  by  handing  out  school  supplies  to  more  than  500  students. 


Correction 

Two  churches  were  omitted  from  the  apportionment  payments  lists  provided  to 
Louisiana  Now!  for  the  Jan.  25  issue.  Marksville  UMC,  Alexandria  District,  Rev. 
Emily  Winbery,  paid  100  percent  of  apportionments.  Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 
District,  Rev.  Hadley  Edwards,  paid  more  than  100  percent  of  apportionments. 


Director  of  Youth/Program  Director 

The  Vivian  United  Methodist  Church  in  Vivian,  Louisiana, 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth/Program  Director. 
Salary  is  in  the  $20,000  range  and  commensurate  with 
experience.  Please  send  resume  to:  Dr.  Ramonalynn 
Bethley,  P.  O.  Box  626,  Vivian,  LA  71082, 
or  email:  DrRevRL@aol.com.  or  fax:  (318)  375-2253. 
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Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 
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Foundation  refocuses  grants  on  clergy  training  and  church  extension 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


“More  than  60  clergy  in  our  conference  are 
approaching  retirement,  but  only  30  persons  are  cur¬ 
rently  in  training  to  replace  them. ...We  must  make  new 
churches  and  new  leaders  to  shepherd  them.” 


Michael  Reeves 
Foundation  president 


On  Jan.  8  of  this  year,  the 
Appropriations  Committee  for  The 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  with  input  from  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  reviewed  its 
funding  guidelines. 

The  Foundation,  one  of  the  nation’s 
most  successful  in  its  category,  has  been 
providing  critical  grant  funding  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  for  over  eight 
years.  “We  were  blessed  years  ago  with  a 
generous  gift  from  the  Jesse  Stafford 
Estate.  Those  funds  started  generating 
discretionary  dollars  that  enabled  the 
Foundation  to  increase  annual  grant 
funding  substantially,”  said  Michael 
Reeves,  president  and  CEO  of  the 
Foundation. 

The  first  few  years  of  significant  fund¬ 
ing,  between  1994-97,  found  a  major 
portion  of  the  money  funneled  toward 
the  development  of  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth.  “At  the  time,  this 
important  project  had  the  most  critical 
need.  Ultimately,  over  $1.2  million  was 
funded  to  support  construction  and 
operations  for  the  Conference  Center,” 
said  Tracie  Wharton. 

Over  the  following  five-year  period, 
the  Appropriations  Committee  met 
twice  a  year  to  distribute  approximately 
$300,000  annually  to  various  conference 
projects  and  initiatives  that  met  the 
committee’s  guidelines  and  funding  pri¬ 
orities. 

The  recent  review  of  those  guidelines 
and  priorities  has  resulted  in  a  major 
shift  in  focus  for  the  Appropriations 
Committee.  “Although  every  project  pre¬ 
viously  funded  was  very  worthy,  it  was 
felt  that  The  Foundation’s  impact  could 
dramatically  increase  if  larger  sums  of 
money  could  be  given  to  fewer  projects. 
We  had  formerly  issued  larger  numbers 
of  small  grants  to  offer  some  assistance 
to  these  important  efforts,  but  at  times, 


the  gift  was  not  large  enough  to  make  a 
real  difference.  Hence,  the  committee 
has  established  these  new  guidelines 
which  commit  to  direct  the  majority  of 
the  Foundation  grants  to  three  specific 
areas  of  need  in  the  conference,”  said 
Reeves. 

The  new  priorities  for  Foundation 
funding  are  as  follows: 

Continuation  of  Support  of  Clergy  in 
Training.  This  ongoing  priority  is  cur- 
rentty  identified  as  the  Ministerial 
Service  Loan  Program.  In  1999,  $100,000 
was  earmarked  for  funding  in  2000  for 
students  attending  United  Methodist 
seminaries.  Recipients  receive  a  promis¬ 
sory  note  to  be  repaid  upon  completion 


of  training.  If  the  newly  educated  clergy 
leave  the  Louisiana  Conference,  they  are 
required  to  repay  loan.  If  decide  to 
remain  in  the  conference,  20%  of  the 
loan  is  excused  for  every  year  of  service 
here.  "This  enables  us  to  claim  our  clergy 
in  training.  The  Appropriations 
Committee  affirmed  this  program  as  a 
continuing  need,  and  a  third  of  our 
funding  is  designated  for  this  purpose,” 
said  Reeves. 

Support  and  Expansion  of  Church 
Extension  and  Renewal.  Another  third  of 
the  Foundation’s  available  grant  funds 
will  be  earmarked  for  Church  Extension 
and  Renewal.  This  new  lifeblood  of 
needed  funding  will  help  build  new 


churches  and  assist  those  congregations 
who  are  struggling.  A  five-year  incre¬ 
mental  funding  approach  will  support 
this  new  effort. 

Church  Leader  Development  “There 
are  already  some  very  successful,  well 
established  programs  in  our  annual  con¬ 
ference  that  are  serving  as  models  for 
other  conferences.  The  Spiritual 
Academy  and  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  are  proven  efforts  that  have 
gready  enhanced  leader  development  in 
the  lay  and  pastoral  communities.  One 
proposed  project,  a  Discemer’s 
Academy,  is  yet  another  program  that 
would  fall  in  this  category.  Efforts  are 
currendy  being  made  to  support 
Foundation  funding  with  possible  grants 
from  outside  the  conference  so  that  we 
may  leverage  other  financial  resources. 

A  small  amount  of  funds  would  be 
left  to  distribute  through  grant  applica¬ 
tions,  with  a  priority  toward  projects  that 
involve  creative  and  innovative  pro¬ 
grams  and  ministries.  “We  also  like  to 
see  applications  that  can  result  in 
matching  funding  from  outside  sources. 
The  Foundation  wants  to  serve  as  a  cata¬ 
lyst  for  funding  those  initiatives  that 
support  Episcopal  priorities  and  the  pri¬ 
orities  of  the  Annual  Conference,”  said 
Reeves. 

The  tremendous  focus  and  church 
and  leader  development  stems  from 
some  startling  statistics  about  ministeri¬ 
al  candidates. 

“More  than  60  clergy  in  our  confer¬ 
ence  are  approaching  retirement,  but 
only  30  persons  are  currently  in  training 
to  replace  them.  We  must  support  the 
goal  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  is  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus 
CJirist. 

“To  do  this,  we  must  make  new 
churches  and  new  leaders  to  shepherd 
them,”  said  Reeves. 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  Gilbert 

Korean-American  dergywomen  perform  the  SamulNori,  a  traditional  Korean 
farmer's  dance,  during  the  2002  International  United  Methodist  Clergywomen's 
Consultation  in  San  Diego.  More  than  1,185  dergywomen  from  around  the  world 
gathered  to  rediscover  and  reclaim  the  Sabbath. 


UM  giving  increases  $2.4  million 


In  the  face  of  a  recession  and  events 
related  to  the  Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks, 
United  Methodists  increased  their  giving 
to  the  denomination’s  general  funds  by 
more  than  $2.4  million,  or  2.1  percent,  in 
2001,  according  to  the  church’s  finance 
agency. 

Giving  to  the  seven  general  appor¬ 
tioned  funds  hit  $114.7  million  for  the 
year,  according  to  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  (GCFA) 
in  Evanston,  Ill.  Local  churches  support 
the  apportioned  funds  through  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  denomination’s  annual 
conferences,  or  regional  units. 

Beyond  that  amount,  United 
Methodists  gave  $17.5  million  to  the 
church’s  ongoing  “Love  in  the  Midst  of 
Tragedy”  offering,  made  in  response  to 
the  aftermath  of  Sept.  11. 

Sandra  Kelley  Lackore,  the  denomi¬ 
nations  treasurer  and  top  staff  executive 
of  GCFA,  said  she  was  “overjoyed”  at  the 

2.1  percent  increase  in  general  fund 
income,  achieved  despite  an  economic 
recession  and  a  national  tragedy. 

“Our  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches  have  worked  diligently,”  she 
said  on  Feb.  1.  “This  is  a  remarkable 
demonstration  of  the  faithfulness  of  our 
connection.” 


The  $114.7  million  figure  represents 

90.1  percent  of  the  denomination’s  goal 
for  the  year,  according  to  GCFA.  That’s 
down  slightly  from  the  91.1  percent  level 
of  support  for  2000. 

However,  the  2001  budget  represent¬ 
ed  a  4.4  percent  increase  to  the  annual 
conferences  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  General  Conference,  the  church’s 
top  lawmaking  assembly,  sets  the  budg¬ 
ets  and  increases  when  it  meets  every 
four  years. 

The  4.4  percent  represents  the  biggest 
yearly  increase  for  the  2001-2004  qua- 
drennium.  The  increase  for  2002  will  be 
0.4  percent,  according  to  Steve  Zekoff, 
communications  officer  for  GCFA. 

Three  of  the  general  funds  received 
an  increase  in  support.  The  biggest  of 
the  seven  funds,  World  Service,  received 
a  5  percent  increase  for  its  work  sup¬ 
porting  the  church’s  program  agencies. 
The  Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund  had  a  28.7  percent  increase,  and 
the  General  Administration  Fund  saw  a 
12.9  percent  increase. 

Receipts  for  the  four  other  funds 
decreased  slightly.  The  Africa  University 
Fund,  supporting  the  United  Methodist- 
related  school  in  Zimbabwe,  decreased 

1.1  percent. 
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New  steeple 

What  do  you  get  for  a  mother  who 
loves  God  and  her  church?  According  to 
Paul  and  Joe  Crawford,  the  perfect  gift  is 
a  steeple. 

The  Crawfords  and  their  family- 
owned  business,  Specialty  Valve  and 
Machine,  Inc.,  donated  a  steeple  in 
honor  of  their  mother,  Mrs.  Ruedell 
Crawford,  to  Francis  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
“Mother,  your  church  needs  a  steeple," 
was  a  constant  refrain  heard  by  church 
member  Ruedell  Crawford. 

She  told  her  pastor,  Rev.  Bill 
Strawbridge,  that  she  dreamed  of  that 
steeple  for  a  long  time  and  her  family 
knew  of  her  dream. 

Rev.  Strawbridge  said  Mrs.  Crawford 
is  a  dedicated  member  of  our  congre¬ 
gation  who  works  for  the  Lord  in  many 
ways.  Her  love  for  God  and  for  our 
church  is  enormous,  and  we  praise  God 
for  her  dedication  and  for  her  family’s 
generosity.”  The  Francis  Asbury  church 
family  is  thankful  for  the  donation  of  the 
new  steeple. 

Strawbridge  said,  “The  majestic 
steeple  will  continue  to  shine  for  many 
years  to  come,  and  it  will  always  be  a 
symbol  of  God’s  love  and  a  symbol  of 
our  love  for  the  Lord.” 

According  to  Strawbridge,  now,  Mrs. 
Crawford  says,  “Oh,  if  I  could  just  get  a 
picture  of  that  steeple  shining  at  night...” 

The  church  is  located  at  15447  Old 
Hammond  Highway. 


graces  sanctuary  at  Francis  Asbury  UMC 


Baton  Rouge  United  Methodists  recently  joined  a  group  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 
participants  from  North  Cross  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  for 
a  visit  to  the  Red  Bird  Mission  Center  in  Kentucky.  Mary  and  Henry  Burton  (back 
row,  far  right)  and  District  Missioner  LaMarylis  Cotten  (second  row,  at  right)  repre¬ 
sented  Baton  Rouge.  The  Louisiana  and  Missouri  groups  are  connected  through  the 
church  and  through  Cotten  and  her  sister,  Patsy  Schmutz  (kneeling  in  the  first  row). 
Mrs.  Schmutz  is  the  program  director  for  North  Cross.  Every  year,  the  two  sisters 
lead  a  joint  team  to  the  Red  Bird  Mission. 


Mission  in  Motion  rolls  through  BR 


The  Mission  In  Motion  trailer  came  to 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  in  February. 

It  began  this  month  at  Blackwater 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baker  and 
will  move  to  Ingleside  UMC,  4264 
Capital  Heights  Ave.  in  Baton  Rouge, 
from  February  9  to  22. 

It  will  be  parked  at  First  UMC, 
Gonzales,  224  West  Constitution  Street, 
from  Feb.  22  through  March  2. 

“God  has  been  gracious  to  us  in  the 
United  States  during  the  past  year  even 
though  we  have  witnessed  some  disas¬ 
ters,”  said  Mary  Burton,  District  Mission 
Team  member. 

“Many  flood  buckets  were  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  tropical  flood  Allison’  aftermath. 
There  is  always  a  need  to  continue  to 
supply  flood  buckets  to  Sager  Brown,” 
she  added. 


Churches  are  encouraged  to  prepare 
flood  buckets  and  life  sustaining  kits 
including  health  kits,  school  kits,  layettes 
and  sewing  kits. 

It  is  important  that  directions  be  fol¬ 
lowed  exactly.  Include  all  items  and 
refrain  from  adding  items  that  are  not 
on  the  list. 

Though  extra  items  are  given  with  the 
best  intentions,  they  often  render  a  kit 
unusable  and  must  be  removed.  Please, 
note  that  all  items  included  in  kits  must 
be  NEW. 

There  are  restrictions  that  must  be 
followed  when  shipping  bulk  packages 
through  customs. 

Contact  Henry  or  Mary  Ann  Burton 
for  additional  information  on  Mission  in 
Motion  at  (225)  654-7986)  or  by  e-mail 
at:  mdarlin7986@msn.com. 


Ingleside  to  host  theologian  from  Perkins 


On  Palm  Sunday,  March  24,  Ingleside 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  will  host  Dr.  Michael  Hawn  from 
the  Perkins  School  of  Theology  who  will 
be  leading  a  Taize  service  of  meditation, 
prayer  and  music. 

The  service  will  begin  at  6  p.m. 

Hawn  will  be  leading  a  workshop  on 
planning  and  leading  a  Taize  service  at 
Ingleside  March  23,  from  10  a.m.  to  1 
p.m.  for  music  professionals  and  minis¬ 
ters. 

Cost  is  $20  per  person  before  March 
1 1  and  $30  after  March  1 1  or  at  the  door. 

A  Labyrinth  Prayer  Walk  will  be  avail¬ 
able  in  the  fellowship  hall  that  Sunday 


evening  from  5  p.m.  to  9  p.m. 

The  labyrinth  provides  a  perfect  com¬ 
plement  to  the  Taize  service.  Ingleside 
UMC  is  located  at  4264  Capital  Heights 
Ave. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  District 
Communicator: 

Lyn  Sheehan 
RO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225) 634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


Fairview  UMC  illustrates  New  Testament  stories  with 'stained  glass' 


Fairview  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Lake  Charles  is  following  a  two  thousand 
year  old  tradition  of  celebrating  the 
Christmas  message  though  pictures. 
Brighdy  colored  scenes  depicting  the 
birth  of  Christ  are  set  in  the  church’s  per¬ 
manent  windows.  The  pictures  remind 
those  who  see  them  of  New  Testament 
stories  set  in  stained  glass.  The  nativity 
pictures  are  painted  on  sheets  of  plastic 
and  mounted  in  frames  and  set  in  the 
church’s  windows.  Passers-by,  as  well  as 
worshippers  within  the  church  building, 
are  treated  to  delightful  portrayals  of  the 
holy  family  and  those  whom  the  story 
records  as  participants  in  that  first 
Christmas. 

Pastor  Christi  Emanuel  shared  that 
the  window  pictures  are  the  product  of 
one  member’s  vision  of  the  church’s 
desire  to  share  the  story  of  Jesus  with 
others  and  proclaim  the  faith  again  to 
the  faithful.  According  to  Pastor  Christi 
Emanuel,  it’s  amazing  how  the  little 
things  that  God  will  prompt  a  man  to  do 
can  have  a  big  impact  on  a  community. 
The  first  time  that  she  met  Jim  Benoit 
was  June,  2001.  They  talked  about  a  few 
possible  ways  to  make  a  difference  in 
South  Lake  Charles  and  one  of  the  ideas 
Jim  had  was  to  put  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  in  the  little  white  church  that 
stands  across  the  street  from  4  Corners 
on  Hwy  14.  Well,  that  seemed  like  a 
stretch  both  financially  and  practically. 
Who  would  have  thought  stained  glass 
would  make  that  much  difference?  This 
Chiristmas,  the  whole  congregation  and 
community  was  surprised  by  how  much 
difference  it  really  does  make.  Jim  came 
up  with  the  idea  of  using  paints  for  glass 
to  paint  four  Christmas  scenes  on  the 
windows  facing  the  highway. 

Passers  by  have  been  enjoying  them 
ever  since.  At  night  the  church  lights  up 


Members  of  Fairview  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles  painted  on  sheets  of  plastic  mounted  in  frames  and  set  them  in  the 

church’s  windows  to  create  stained  glass' images.  e 


and  you  can  seen  the  Wise  Men  and  the 
Angels  with  a  Shepherd,  Baby  Jesus  in 
the  Manger  and  the  Holy  Family  all 
together.  The  scenes  are  beautiful  and 
worth  a  drive  by.  Lots  of  people  have 
commented  that  they  have  enjoyed 
them. 

After  Christmas,  Jim  offered  to  take 


the  scenes  down  along  with  the  other 
‘‘Christmas  decorations’’.  It  made  per¬ 
fect  sense.  The  Christmas  season  was 
over  —  right?  The  congregation  had 
other  ideas. 

Jim,  they  said,  “The  pictures  stay.  In 
fact,  have  you  set  aside  some  time  to  do 
the  two  windows  on  the  West  side  of  the 


sanctuary?  After  all  Easter  is  on  the 
way.” 

The  beautiful  paintings  are  a  project 
any  church  can  tackle  with  big  rewards. 
Drive  by  anytime  you  are  in  town.  You 
will  see  for  yourself  what  one  small  idea 
can  do  when  its  mixed  with  faith  and  a 
little  elbow  grease. 


Putnam  to  lead  renewal  service 


The  Lake  Charles  District  recently  hosted  "My  Job  Training"  for  local  church  offi¬ 
cers  at  St.  Luke-Simpson  United  Methodist  Church.  Workshop  participants  visited 
with  District  Superintendent  Doug  Ezell  and  District  Missioner  Leslie  Mansell. 

'Nuts  and  Bolts' workshop  slated  for  April 


The  Lake  Charles  District  will  host  the 
Nuts  &  Bolts  Workshop  for  small  church¬ 
es  Saturday,  April  6,  from  9  a.m.  to  4:30 
p.m.  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kinder. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will 
participate  in  the  event. 

Registration  for  the  event  is  $10. 


Presenters  at  the  workshop  include 
Revs.  Chris  Blanchard,  Roger  Templeton, 
Jerry  Johnson,  Bob  Emmanuel  and  Lisa 
Turnbull  and  Dr.  Marvette  Thomas. 

For  more  information  and  to  register, 
contact  District  Missioner  Leslie  Mansell 
at  (337)  439-2982.  The  deadline  for  regis¬ 
tering  is  March  15. 


Wesley  Putnam,  widely  acclaimed 
evangelist,  singer,  dramatist,  and  com¬ 
poser  will  return  to  St.  Luke-Simpson 
United  Methodist  Church  for  another 
Dayspring  Renewal.  When  he  was  here 
several  years  ago  he  made  quite  an 
impact  on  our  church  and  our  commu¬ 
nity. 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  24,  Rev.  Putnam  will 
be  at  St.  Luke-Simpson  to  lead  another 
spiritual  renewal.  The  event  will  begin 
as  he  brings  the  message  at  both  Sunday 
morning  services  on  Sunday,  Feb.  24 
and  will  continue  with  7:00  p.m.  evening 
services  February  24-26. 

Rev.  Jhttnam  delivers  a  clear  call  to 
commitment  through  both  word  and 
song  that  has  impacted  the  lives  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ages  from  all  walks  of  life.  His 
ministry  includes  preaching,  story¬ 
telling,  and  music  woven  together  to 
create  a  fresh  approach  to  renewal.  In 
addition  he  offers  BibleQuest,  a  fast 
paced  program  designed  to  make  learn¬ 
ing  Bible  facts  and  truths  exciting  for 
children  ages  Kindergarten  through  6th 
Grade.  The  children  will  meet  with  Rev. 
Putnam  all  three  evenings  at  6:15  p.m. 

Rev.  Putnam  is  in  great  demand  for 
revivals,  concerts,  and  children’s  camps. 
He  has  appeared  as  worship  leader  and 
soloist  for  many  national  gatherings.  He 


has  previously  served  as  president  and 
executive  evangelist  of  the  National 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Evangelists  and  is  currendy  a  member  ( 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Council 
on  Evangelism  for  the  United  Methodis 
Church. 

It  is  not  unusual  that  Wesley  Putnam 
would  become  an  evangelist  in  the 
Methodist  tradition.  He  is,  after  all,  the 
great-great-great  grandson  of  the  first 
licensed  exhorter  in  Louisiana,  the  greai 
great  grandson  of  two  Methodist  circuit 
riders,  and  the  son  of  a  Methodist 
preacher.  Three  of  his  brothers  pastor 
United  Methodist  Churches  as  well. 

Rev.  Putnam  is  in  great  demand  and 
we  are  fortunate  that  he  will  be  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District  again.  All  are  wel¬ 
come  at  these  renewal  services. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Lake  Charles  District 
Communicator: 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine 
RO.  Box  578 
DeQuincy,  LA  70633 
(337)  786-6691 
cvolentine@aol.com 


February  8, 2002 
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UM-related  college  receives  $20  million  anonymous  donation 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (UMNS)  —  An 


anonymous  donor  has  given  a  small, 
rural,  United  Methodist-related  college  a 
$20  million  financial  boost  to  renovate 
all  campus  facilities. 

Hiwassee  College  in  Madisonville, 
Term.,  will  use  the  money  to  achieve  its 
vision  of  becoming  a  distinctly  Christian 
college  that  provides  a  quality  education 
and  offers  international  programming. 
The  153-year-old  school  plans  to 
improve  all  of  its  facilities  and  also  build 
new  ones,  officials  said. 


“Hiwassee  is  standing  on  the  thresh¬ 
old  of  an  exciting  new  future,"  said 
Randy  Nelson,  assistant  vice  president 
for  advancement. 

“For  an  academic  institution  that 
continues  to  galvanize  its  students  with 
a  vital  faith  ...  the  doors  this  generous 
gift  has  opened  will  mean  opportunities 
to  share  Christ  through  servant  leader¬ 
ship  in  higher  education  on  an  interna¬ 
tional  level.” 

The  two-year  liberal  arts  college  is 
located  in  the  foothills  of  the  Great 


Smoky  Mountains  and  takes  its  name 
from  the  Cherokee  word  “ayuwasi,” 
meaning  “meadow  place  at  the 
foothills.” 

The  school’s  diverse  courses  of  study 
include  forestry  and  agriculture,  as  well 
as  nursing  and  pre-professional  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  improvements  will  include  21st- 
century  classroom,  laboratory,  theater, 
athletic,  residential  and  recreational 
facilities. 

During  the  renovation  phase,  the 


school  will  build  new  campus  structures, 
including  additional  dormitories.  A  new 
International  Institute  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  on 
campus,  Brunner  Hall,  a  dormitory  built 
in  1916. 

The  institute  will  provide  those  in 
contact  with  Hiwassee  an  opportunity  to 
expand  their  worldview  by  interacting 
with  people  from  other  countries  and 
cultures. 

Four  percent  of  Hiwassee’s  434  stu¬ 
dents  are  from  outside  the  United  States. 


Fellowship  Opportunity 

Where  Communications  Meets  Religion 


If  you  are... 

■  considering  religion 
communications  for 
your  career 

■  a  United  Methodist 

■  of  racial  ethnic  minority 
heritage 

■  a  recent  college  graduate 

■  willing  to  relocate  to 
another  part  of  the 
United  States 

....you  might  be  the  next 
Judith  L.  Weidman 
Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Fellowship  recipient 

Deadline  for  completed 
applications  is  March  15, 
2001. 

Judith  L.  Weidman 

Racial 

Ethnic 

Minority 

Fellowship - 


The  fellozship  is  sponsored  h  United 
Methodist  Om/titinienrions.  n  «enentl 
tigettey  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


The  Judith  L.  Weidman  Racial  Ethnic  Minority  (REM)  Fellowship 

provides  a  full  year  of  mentoring  and  on-the-job  religion  communications 
training  within  the  United  Methodist  connection.  This  is  a 
unique  opportunity  to  learn  how  to  put  communications  training 
to  work  for  the  church. 

The  goal  of  the  fellowship  is  to  prepare  the  recipient  for  a 
communications  career  within  The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  United  States. 

REM  Fellowship  recipients  experience  variety  as 

they  work  and  learn  with  an  experienced  religion 
communicator.  Opportunities  will  include  enhancing 
skills  in  publications  writing  and  editing/  church 
public  relations/  electronic  publishing/  media  relations 
and  program  development/  and  may  also  include 
video  production/  crisis  management  and  conducting  communications 
training  for  local  churches. 

United  Methodist  Communications  awards  the  Judith  L.  Weidman 
REM  Fellowship  to  one  recent  college  graduate  (with  an  undergraduate 
or  master's  degree)  each  year.  The  recipient  will  spend  August 
1001  to  July  31/  2003  as  part  of  the  communications  team  in  an 
Annual  Conference  (regional)  office  somewhere  in  the  United 
States  and  will  receive  a  salary  and  benefits. 

The  Fellowship  is  an  excellent  opportunity  to  learn  how  to  put  a 

communications  background  to  work  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Request  more  information  today! 


Deadline  for  completed  applications 
is  March  15,  2002. 

Website:  http://crt.umc.org/rem 
E-mail:  rem@umcom.umc.org 
Call:  888-278-4862 


l/TDom 

united  metnodist 
communications 


Leaders  condemn 
'just  war' theory 

Four  religious  leaders,  including  a 
United  Methodist  bishop  from  Chicago, 
have  issued  a  call  on  behalf  of  an  inter¬ 
faith  coalition  for  the  United  States  to 
attack  terrorism  through  nonviolent 
means  rather  than  military  might. 

Speaking  during  a  Jan.  23  telephone 
press  conference,  arranged  by  the 
Center  of  Concern  in  Washington,  the 
leaders  joined  the  Rev.  James  Hug,  a 
Catholic  priest  and  the  center’s  presi¬ 
dent,  to  declare  that  the  loosely  organ¬ 
ized  coalition  “is  promoting  peaceful, 
faithful  and  just  ways  to  end  terrorism 
and  its  sources.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  C.  Joseph 
Sprague  said  he  had  been  troubled  by 
the  affirmation  from  some  religious 
quarters  that  the  Bush  administration’s 
bombing  campaign  against  Afghanistan 
met  the  criteria  of  a  “just  war”  theory. 

He  argued  that  in  terms  of  the  propor¬ 
tionality  of  the  U.S.  firepower  and  the 
damage  to  noncombatants,  the 
Afghanistan  campaign  fails  the  “just 
war”  test. 

“In  this  culture,  we  seem  to  have  a 
deep  and  abiding  love  affair  with  the 
technical,”  he  said.  While  U.S.  pride  in 
the  efficiency  of  its  missiles  is  under¬ 
standable,  that  pride  also  borders  on 
idolatry,  he  said. 

“One  way  to  test  the  power  of  idolatry 
is  to  ask  who  it  serves  and  who  is  the 
victim,”  Sprague  said.  Considering  vic¬ 
tims  of  stray  bombs  or  the  devastation 
wrought  by  those  bombs  to  be  the  “col¬ 
lateral  damage”  of  such  a  campaign 
dehumanizes  them.  “We  fail,  in  this  cul¬ 
ture,  to  understand  that  our  abstrac¬ 
tions,  if  they  are  unmasked,  have 
human  faces. 

“Bomb  Afghanistan  not  with  military 
might,  but  with  food,  medical  and  agri¬ 
cultural  know-how,”  he  added.  “There 
are  those  things  that  we  can  share  and 
share  righdy." 

The  bishop  said  he  believes  the  cur¬ 
rent  military  action  “will  only  polarize” 
the  United  States  and  provide  a  seedbed 
for  further  terrorist  acts  from  fringe  ele¬ 
ments.  Sprague  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  he  was  expressing  his  per¬ 
sonal  viewpoint  and  not  speaking  for 
the  entire  church. 

Participants  in  the  press  conference, 
including  the  Right  Rev.  Richard 
Shimpfky,  an  Episcopal  bishop  from 
California,  addressed  the  notion  that 
some  consider  viewpoints  critical  of  the 
U.S.  government  policy  to  be  unpatriotic. 
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Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  of  New  Orleans  Chief  Executive  Officer  Keith  Rhodes, 
right,  stands  with  Director  of  Clinical  Services  Jay  Matherne  in  front  of  new  land¬ 
scaping  near  the  home's  entrance  on  Washington  Ave. 


Children's  Home,  from  page  7 


ground  will  provide  the  children  who 
reside  here  at  the  home  with  a  healthy, 
clean  and  safe  place  to  play  and  exer¬ 
cise.  For  many  of  the  residents,  this 
experience  has  overwhelmed  them  to 
know  that  despite  all  of  the  abuse  and 
neglect  they  have  gone  through,  there 
are  people  who  still  love  and  care  for 
them. 

"My  sincere  thanks  to  everyone 
who  gave  their  support.  The  play¬ 
ground  is  just  another  therapeutic 
component  in  our  attempt  to  help  the 


children  here  heal,  grow,  and  succeed. 
I  am  extremely  happy  with  our 
progress  at  the  home  in  New  Orleans. 
We  have  completed  renovations  to  our 
front  entrance,  in-house  classrooms 
and  all  four  recreation  rooms. 

“Our  goal  for  2002  is  to  have  all  of 
our  children’s  rooms  renovated,  and  to 
refurbish  our  kitchen.  We  are  making 
‘leaps  and  bounds’  in  New  Orleans 
and  need  everyone’s  continued  sup¬ 
port  for  this  vibrant  ministry,”  said 
Rhodes. 


Norrises  welcome  twin  grandchildren 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  for 
merly  from  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
celebrated  the  birth  of  twin  grandchil¬ 
dren  Jan.  17  in  Plano,  Tex. 

Mark  David  and  Faith  Rachelle 


Johnson  are  the  new  babies  of  Angela 
and  Tyrone  Johnson. 

Both  babies  and  parents  are  doing 
well  and  the  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Norris  are 
thrilled. 


Scholarships  now  available  to  UM  students 


Sixty- five  $1,000  scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  United  Methodist  students 
from  around  the  country  in  a  program 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Higher  Education  Foundation  and  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

A  United  Methodist  student  nominat¬ 
ed  by  each  of  the  65  Annual  Conference 


Boards  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry  will  receive  the  schol¬ 
arship. 

Nominations  from  each  conference 
must  be  received  by  May  1. 

For  more  information  about  being 
nominated  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
contact  chairperson  Nancy  M.  Carruth, 
RO.  Box  267,  Bunkie,  LA,  71322. 


'Discerning  the  Call' slated  for  Feb.  15-16 


Discerning  the  Call,  an  event  for 
young  adults  prayerfully  discerning  a 
call  to  ministry,  will  be  held  Feb.  15-16  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 
Persons  ages  16-25  who  are  interested  in 
exploring  ministry  in  the  conference  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  worship, 
pray,  discern,  sing,  discover  and  hope¬ 
fully  find  answers  to  the  questions  of 
ministry  within  their  hearts  and  souls. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  other  leaders 
within  the  conference  will  be  available 
for  dialogue. 

Participants  will  be  introduced  to  the 
offices  of  Deacon  and  Elder,  along  with 
finding  out  information  about  profes¬ 
sional  certification  in  the  areas  ofYouth 
Ministry,  Christian  Education,  Music 


Ministry,  Evangelism,  Spiritual 
Formation  and  Retreat  Ministry. 

Check-in  and  arrival  time  for  the 
event  will  start  at  4  p.m.  on  Friday.  The 
event  will  end  with  a  worship  service  at 
4  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

A  registration  fee  of  $25  covers  lodg¬ 
ing  and  meals  for  the  two-day  event. 

Scholarships  are  available  for  those 
who  need  help  with  the  registration  fee. 

For  more  information  concerning  this 
event,  or  professional  ministry  in  gener¬ 
al,  please  write: 

Rev.  Danny  Gleason,  Chairperson  of 
Recruitment  and  Enlistment,  Moss  Bluff 
UMC,  735  Sam  Houston  Jones  Parkway, 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70611;  call  (337)  855- 
6241;  fax  (337)  855-6249;  or  e-mail 
dpgleason@att.net. 


Clergy-Spouse  Retreat  set  for  April  5-6 


This  year’s  conference  clergy  spouse 
retreat  will  be  held  April  5-6  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  A 
book  by  Kimberly  Dunnam  Reisman, 
“The  Christ- Centered  Woman,”  will 
serve  as  the  study  theme  for  the  annual 
retreat.  Check-in  time  is  set  for  4-6  p.m. 
on  Friday,  April  5.  The  retreat  concludes 
at  2  p.m.  on  Saturday.  A  registration  fee 


of  $5  is  due  upon  arrival,  and  the  study 
book  may  be  purchased  for  $9.75  at  the 
retreat.  Friday  night  lodging  and  three 
meals  cost  $52  per  person  for  a  double 
room,  $49  per  person  for  a  quadruple 
room.  For  more  information,  contact 
Anita  Weber,  (318)  868-1020,  e-mail: 
keysQueen@aol.com,  or  Fane  Peeples, 
(318)  861-6922. 


Lenten  Women's  Retreat  to  be  held  in  March 


The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in 
LeBlanc  will  host  the  Lenten  Women’s 
Retreat  March  1-2,  a  time  for  rest,  reflec¬ 
tion,  study,  prayer  and  worship. 

Program  resource  for  the  event  will 
be,  “Release:  Healing  from  Wounds  of 
Family,  Church  and  Community”  by 
Flora  Slosson  Wuellner. 

Registration  fee  for  Friday,  March  1, 
arrivals  is  $50,  with  check-in  at  11  a.m. 

Registration  fee  for  Thursday  arrivals 


is  $70,  with  check-in  after  1  p.m. 

Accommodations  are  cabin-style, 
with  eight  people  per  cabin.  Price 
includes  deposit,  meals,  lodging  and 
program  materials. 

Participants  should  bring  twin  sheets 
and  blanket,  pillow,  towels,  Bible  and 
pen,  comfortable  clothes  and  shoes  and 
rain  gear  if  needed.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  and  to  register,  contact  Beverly 
Lawson  at  (337)  872-4302. 


Clergywomen  schedule  retreat  for  April 


Louisiana  Conference  clergywomen 
will  hold  their  first  retreat  in  close  to  10 
years  from  April  30-May  1  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  event  entided  "How  is  it  Between 
Us?:  Clergywomen  Connecting”  will  be 
led  by  Dr.  Liz  Lopez,  pastor  to  one  of  the 
largest  churches  in  the  Minnesota 
Conference. 

The  retreat  begins  with  lunch  on  April 


30  and  concludes  with  lunch  on  May  1. 
The  price  for  a  single  room  is  $78,  with  a 
double  room  costing  $62  and  a  triple 
room  costing  $56. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  April  16. 
Checks  should  be  made  payable  to: 
Monroe  District  UMC,  909  N.  18th  St., 
Suite  206,  Monroe,  La.  71201-5744.  For 
more  information,  call  (318)  387-7364  or 
email  monroedistrict@cs.com. 


La.  United  Methodist  Men  get  website 


The  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  now  have  a  website.  The 
address  (URL)  is  http:/ /www.gbgm- 
umc.org/lacumm. 

Though  still  in  the  construction 
phase,  the  site’s  goal  is  to  keep  all 


Louisiana  men  informed  of  the  activities 
of  the  UMM,  said  Secretary  Barney 
Babin. 

The  feedback  page  is  now  in  opera¬ 
tion  and  its  purpose  is  to  give  users  a 
voice  in  UMM  events  and  activities. 


Director  ofYouth  &  Christian  Education 

Full-time  Director  of  Youth  &  Christian  Education  opening.  Must  be  at  least  21 
years  of  age  and  have  completed  college.  A  degree  in  Christian  Education,  Youth 
Ministry,  or  Master  of  Divinity  helpful  but  not  required.  Must  be  personable,  out¬ 
going,  and  work  well  with  others.  Ability  to  relate  well  to  children  and  youth  a 
must.  Mail  or  fax  resume  to: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
903  Broadway 
Minden,  LA  71055 
(318)  377-2674  (fax  number) 


Wanted:  Director  of  Singles  Ministries 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Shreveport,  Louisiana 
Full-time  Position/  Experience  Needed 
For  information  call  Rev.  Willis  Dear 
(318)  424-7771 
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NO  AGE  DISCRIMINATION 


heart  disease  can 
strike  at  any  age 


“I  never  dreamed  that  I 
would  have  quadruple 
bypass  surgery  at  the 
young  age  of  53.  The 
cardiac  rehab  program 
at  Methodist  Hospital 
assists  in  the  recovery 
process  and  encourages 
me  to  maintain  a  healthy 
lifestyle.  As  a  proud 
father  of  three,  this  is 
very  important  because 
I  plan  to  be  actively  involved 
with  my  family  for  many 
years  to  come.” 


Finnan,  Jr. 

Methodist  Hospital  patient 


FREE  PROGRAM 

Cardiac  Rehabilitation: 
Healing  A  Broken  Heart 

Friday,  February  22 
12:00  -  1:00  pm  (lunch  provided) 
Methodist  Hospital  Auditorium 

Cardiologist  Shmuel  Shapira,  MD,  will  present  information 
on  exercises  and  techniques  used  to  increase  activity 
and  improve  quality  of  life  for  cardiac  patients.  A  tour  of 
the  cardiac  rehabilitation  unit  will  also  be  included. 

For  information  or  reservations,  please  call  244-5728. 


m  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Boulevard  •  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70127 

(504)  244-5100 

www.pmmh.org 


Marla  Watts  of 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  holds 
a  sign  commemorating 
the  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.  following  a 
march  to  the  National 
Civil  Rights  Museum  at 
the  Lorraine  Motel  in 
Memphis. 

A  UMNS  photo  by 
Mike  DuBose 


Churches  pledge  to  fight  racism 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  An 
assassin’s  bullet  ended  the  life  of  the  Rev. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  but  it  couldn’t  kill 
his  dream.  On  Ian.  21,  leaders  of  nine 
Christian  denominations  met  on  the 
balcony  of  the  Lorraine  Motel  in  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  fight  racism. 

Standing  on  the  very  spot  where  King 
lost  his  life  in  1968,  nine  men  stepped 
forward,  one  by  one,  to  affix  their  signa¬ 
tures  to  an  appeal  asking  local  churches 
to  combat  racism  in  society  and  in  the 
church. 

Signing  the  appeal  was  the  first  public 
step  taken  by  the  newly  formed 
Churches  Uniting  in  Christ,  said  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  ecumenical  officer  for 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops. 

“We  didn’t  want  to  start  with  some¬ 
thing  simple,  something  easy,”  Talbert 
said.  “By  making  combating  racism  our 
No.  1  priority,  we’re  showing  that  we’re 
serious  about  responding  to  God’s  call. 

“If  we  can  get  the  churches  working 
together  in  every  community  for  the 
common  good,  we  can  make  a  differ¬ 
ence,”  he  added. 

Two  days  earlier,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  joined  eight  other  Christian  com¬ 
munions  forming  Churches  Uniting  in 
Christ,  the  result  of  40  years  of  conversa¬ 
tions  about  unity  through  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

As  “uniting”  churches,  each  com¬ 
munion  maintained  its  own  structure 
and  identity,  but  all  vowed  to  honor  one 
another’s  baptism,  engage  in  joint  mis¬ 
sion  and  worship,  and  work  together  for 
the  betterment  of  their  churches  and 
communities. 


“Churches  Uniting  in  Christ  isn’t  a 
structural  union,  but  it  will  change  our 
relationships.  We’ll  recognize  each  other 
as  a  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  We’ll  recog¬ 
nize  each  other’s  baptism.  We  agree  on 
the  apostolic  faith,  the  Apostles’  Creed 
and  the  Nicene  Creed.  We  will  celebrate 
the  Eucharist  together  intentionally  and 
on  a  regular  basis.  We’ll  engage  in 
Christ’s  ministry,”  Talbert  explained. 

Topping  the  social  and  moral  agenda 
for  the  churches  is  the  eradication  of 
racism,  which  made  the  gathering  on 
the  King  holiday  all  the  more  significant, 
said  the  Rev.  Robert  Edgar,  a  United 
Methodist  and  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

Edgar  warmed  up  the  marchers, 
shouting  for  them  to  repeat  after  him: 
“Wake  up,  America!  End  racism  now!” 

Signing  the  document  on  behalf  of 
United  Methodists,  Seattle  Area  Bishop 
Elias  Galvan  voiced  hope  that 
“Christians  will  learn  to  embody  the 
unity  to  which  Christ  calls  us.  This 
world  will  be  watching  us,  to  see  if  we 
live  up  to  our  word,”  he  added.  Galvan 
is  president  of  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops. 

That  sentiment  was  common  among 
church  leaders,  who  acknowledged  that 
the  church  has  sometimes  been  guilty  of 
perpetuating  racism  and  other  oppres¬ 
sion,  rather  than  standing  up  for  justice. 
Concluding  his  sermon  at  the  celebra¬ 
tion  service  for  the  new  Churches 
Uniting  in  Christ,  Bishop  McKinley 
Young  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  admonished  the 
Christians  gathered:  "This  is  our  finest 
hour — don’t  blow  it!” 


Take  a  minute  to  visit  our 
conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org.  to  view  video  clips 
of  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  and  our  nine 
District  Superintendents. 


Current  e-mail 
addresses  needed 

Attention  Clergy  and  Lay  Persons: 
in  an  effort  to  update  clergy  e-mail 
addresses,  over  40  were  determined 
to  be  invalid  by  Conference 
Webmaster  Tim  Hebert. 

If  your  e-mail  and/or  mailing 
address,  phone  number,  etc.  has 
changed  since  the  publication  of  the 
2001  Journal,  please  contact  your  dis¬ 
trict  office  with  the  current  informa¬ 
tion  as  soon  as  possible. 
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conflict  up  close  /8 


□  New  Orleans 
District  /  3 


VOL.  3,  NO.  4  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  March  1 5, 2002 


Talbert  keynote  speaker  for  2002  Annual  Conference 


Bishop  Melvin  G. 

Talbert  will  serve  as  the 
keynote  speaker  for  the 
2002  Amnual  Conference 
to  be  held  June  2-5  at 
Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Retired  as  of  Sept.  1, 

2000,  Talbert  was  elected 
bishop  in  1980  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Seattle 
area,  and  to  the  San  Francisco  area  in 


1988.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
National  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  since  the  mid  1970’s,  and  served 
as  its  president. 

Talbert  was  elected  Ecumenical 
Officer  for  the  Council  of  Bishops  for  the 
2000-2004  quadrennium.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  and  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns. 


Talbert’s  civil  rights  protest  experi¬ 
ences  impacted  his  life  profoundly,  and 
he  takes  pride  in  having  spent  three  days 
and  nights  in  jail  with  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr. 

Born  in  Clinton,  La.,  he  is  one  of 
seven  children  of  sharecropper  parents. 
Talbert  is  married  to  Marilyn  Ruth 
Magee  Talbert,  and  was  previously  mar¬ 
ried  to  Ethelou  Douglas  Talbert  for  38 
years  before  her  death  in  February  of 
1999. 


Camp  Days 


United  Methodist  camps  around  the  Louisiana 
Conference  are  gearing  up  for  another  summer  of 
fun  and  fellowship.  Clockwise  from  left:  paddlers  pre¬ 
pare  for  an  excursion  on  Caney  Lake  near  Minden; 
campers  smile  big  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in 
southwest  La.;  and  a  camper  flies  high  on  The  Blob' 
at  Camp  Istrouma  near  Baton  Rouge.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  check  out  'Camping  Connection,'  a  Louisiana 
Now!  Special  Insert  inside. 


Maxie  Dunnam  to 

Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam,  nationally  promi¬ 
nent  author  and  speaker,  will  preach  at 
all  three  worship  services  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
on  March  17. 

A  prolific  writer,  Dunnam  has 
authored  more  than  30  books,  including 
the  widely  used  “Workbook  of  Living 


preach  at  Broadmoor  in  Baton  Rouge 


Prayer”,  “This  Is  Christianity,”  “Unless  We 
Pray”  and  two  volumes  in  the 
Communicator’s  Commentary  series.  He 
is  also  the  former  world  editor  of  The 
Upper  Room. 

He  became  the  fifth  president  of 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in  1994 
after  12  fruitful  years  of  ministry  as  the 


senior  minister  at  the  6,000-member 
Christ  UMC,  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Dunnam’s  extensive  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence  also  includes  appointments  in  the 
North  Georgia,  Mississippi  and  Southern 
California/Arizona  conferences. 

Services  at  Broadmoor  UMC  are  at 
8:30  a.m.,  9:45  a.m.  and  11:00  a.m. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Lesson  from  Nature 


I  walked  past  a  flowering  quince 
today.  Its  signal  salmon  pink  blossoms 
were  curling  up  in  the  cold  as  if  they 
were  trying  to  fold  petal  over  petal  for 
warmth  and  protection.  And  it  was 
cold!  It  was  17  degrees  here  in 
Shreveport  where  Kay  and  I  had  come 
to  preach  at  Logansport  United 
Methodist  Church  and  for  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference.  The 
minute  I  saw  the  quince  my  memory 
raced  back  many  years  to  my  senior 
year  in  high  school. 

My  parents  had  gone  on  an  out-of- 
town  trip  to  east  Texas  where  my  Dad 
was  dealing  with  some  gas  contracts.  I 
was  seventeen  years  old  and  was  finally 
trusted  enough  to  stay  at  home  by 
myself.  It  was  an  adventure  in  passages 
for  me  and  I  thought  I  had  finally 
arrived  at  adulthood!  Little  did  I  know  I 
still  had  a  long  way  to  go! 

When  my  parents  returned  to  our 
home  out  on  the  treeless,  desert-like 
plains  of  southeastern  New  Mexico 
they  brought  with  them  two  new  plants 
-  two  flowering  quince.  They  had  seen 
them  in  full  bloom  in  east  Texas  and 
thought  they  were  exquisite  in  their 
color  and  over-all  appearance.  My  Dad 
proudly  dug  holes  on  either  side  of  our 
driveway  that  led  to  the  small  one  car 
garage.  There  he  planted  the  two 
quince.  They  actually  bloomed  that 


spring  and  for  every 
spring  thereafter.  I 
believe  they  were  the 
only  two  such  bushes 
in  the  community  of 
Hobbs. 

They  didn’t  just 
casually  adapt  to  our 
desert  climate,  how¬ 
ever.  They  required 
much  water,  much 
fertilizer  and  much 
care.  I  thought  they 
couldn’t  live  in  that  foreign  land  (by  the 
waters  of  Babylon)  without  all  that  care. 

A  couple  of  years  ago  I  walked  past 
my  former  home  in  Hobbs  early  one 
morning.  The  house  that  once  sat 
pristinely  at  the  comer  of  Lea  and 
Selman  now  is  run  down,  paint  peeling, 
garage  collapsing,  yard  gone  to  dust, 
and  ugly.  I  was  both  saddened  and  dis¬ 
gusted  to  see  its  condition  while 
remembering  the  multitude  of  joys  I 
had  celebrated  there.  In  fact,  the  whole 
neighborhood  that  once  was  my  boy¬ 
hood  home  has  declined  remarkably. 


“All  of  us  are  created  to 
produce  blossoms  and 
fruit.  No  matter  what  the 
conditions  around  us,  we 
can  always  live  up  to  who 
we  are  created  to  be.” 

And  then  I  noticed  the  flowering 
quince.  They  still  grow  at  the  end  of  the 
driveway  where  they  were  first  planted 
many  years  before.  And  they  were 
blooming!  Their  rich  salmon  pink  blos¬ 
soms  turned  otherwise  bare  twigs  into 
things  of  beauty.  They  apparently  had 
received  no  intentional  drinks  of  water. 
I’m  sure  the  last  fertilizer  they  had 
enjoyed  was  given  them  by  my  father 
some  35  years  earlier.  They  had  not 
been  pruned  in  many  years  and  they 
looked  as  if  they  had  put  forth  a  mighty 
struggle  just  to  bloom  again.  But 
bloom  they  did — a  death-defying 


refusal  to  be  reflective  of  the  decay 
around  them.  They  were  stunningly 
and  starkly  beautiful. 

What  a  lesson  from  nature.  We  may 
find  ourselves  transplanted  to  some 
place  we  have  never  been  and  that  is 
not  necessarily  friendly  to  our  natural 
needs,  but  we  can  still  bloom.  Perhaps 
we  are  tended  by  loving  and  caring 
souls  who  try  and  provide  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  ingredients  for  our  life  and  we 
bloom.  Even  when  the  intentional  lov¬ 
ing  care  fades  away  and  we  are  left  on 
our  own  to  survive  and  produce,  we 
can  still  send  forth  statements  of  beau¬ 
ty  in  otherwise  bleak  surroundings. 

I’m  glad  I  saw  the  quince  in 
Shreveport.  It  took  me  home  for  a  few 
minutes  via  memory.  But  it  also  said  to 
me  that  all  of  us  are  created  to  produce 
blossoms  and  fruit.  No  matter  what  the 
conditions  around  us,  we  can  always 
live  up  to  who  we  are  created  to  be. 

How  can  this  apply  to  you  and  your 
life’s  journey? 

If  we  learn  its  lesson  I  believe  we  will 
be  a  more  beautiful  people  living  in  a 
more  beautiful  land  as  a  result.  It’s 
worth  thinking  about. 

In  Christ, 

Am 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  recently  held  Team  Leader  Training  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Sixty  leaders  were  trained  for  the  2002  sched¬ 
uled  teams  by  Gregory  Forrester,  North  Eastern  Jurisdiction  VIM  coordinator.  The 
training  offered  special  emphasis  classes  for  the  mini-medical/construction  teams 
to  Reynosa  and  used  the  new  UMVIM  manual,  just  released  for  mission  teams. 


Organist/Pianist 

Part-time  Organist/Pianist  needed  for  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  1500  Country 
Club  Road,  Lake  Charles,  LA,  (337)  474-1500  with  two  services  each  Sunday 
morning;  the  services  use  many  elements  of  blended  worship  (non-liturgical). 
Duties  include;  Preparing  and  playing  for  Sunday  morning  worship  services, 
accompanying  the  Chancel  Choir  at  Wednesday  evening  rehearsals,  as  well  as 
additional  special  services  and  rehearsals  when  necessary. 

Please  contact  the  church  office  for  an  application,  job  description  and 
salary  range.  Deadline  for  applications  is  April  1, 2002. 


People's  Community  Center  to  hold  fundraiser 


The  Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary  of  People’s 
United  Methodist  Community  Center 
will  sponsor  a  fundraising  musical  on 
April  14,  2002.  The  musical  will  feature 
the  renowned  Dillard  University  Concert 
Choir  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S. 

Carver  Davenport.  The  musical  will  be 
held  at  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 


Church  located  at  2722  Louisiana 
Avenue  in  New  Orleans  and  will  start  at 
5:00  p.m.  Those  persons  attending  the 
concert  are  asked  to  make  a  $7.50  dona¬ 
tion  to  support  the  fundraiser.  For  infor¬ 
mation,  please  call  June  Sanchez  at  (504) 
948-3677  or  Hazel  Webster  at  (504)  283- 
2246. 


Correction 

In  the  Feb.  22  issue  of  Louisiana  Now!,  it  was  omitted  that  Rev.  Roger  D. 
Lathan  pastored  Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  just  prior  to 
serving  the  conference  as  Director  of  Special  Ministries.  Also,  Lathan  served  the 
Newman/St.  Marks  charge  in  Alexandria.  Lathan  will  be  appointed  Acadiana 
District  Superintendent  at  the  2002  Annual  Conference  in  Shreveport  in  June. 
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CAMPING 

CONNECTION 


“ The  mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Camp  and  Retreat  Ministry  is  to  create  environ¬ 
ments  of  Christian  hospitality  and  learning  designed  to  help  people  affirm  and  expand  their 
faith  in  God  and  their  service  as  Christian  disciples;  grow  in  wisdom  and  self-esteem ;  develop 
lifestyles  of  loving  interdependence  with  all  creation !’ 

Celebrate  Camping! 


What  do  you  know  about  Christian 
Camping  in  the  Louisiana  Conference? 

Do  you  know  that  we  are  all  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  enriching  the  lives  of  children  and 
adults  through  the  camp  experience? 

We  are  Caney  Conference  Centre, 
directed  by  Rev.  Terral  Lowe,  in  Minden; 
Camp  Istrouma,  directed  by  Mr.  David 
Brignac,  in  Greenwell  Springs;  and 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  directed  by 
Mrs.  Sammie  King,  in  LeBlanc. 

Christian  camping  in  Louisiana  has 
been  alive  and  well  “longer  than  we  can 
remember”  according  to  Rev.  Terral 
Lowe  who  also  says  there  was  camping 
before  1939  at  Camp  Brewer.  In  the  1952 
Louisiana  Conference  Journal  the  report 
to  Annual  conference  from  the  General 
Board  of  Education  states  there  were  65 
Camp  Leaders  at  the  annual  three-day 
camp  training  event  and  that  more  than 
2,300  people  participated  in  camping 
events  in  1951.  The  1953  report  to 
Annual  Conference  report  said,  “camp¬ 
ing  was  alive  and  growing”  with  over 
2600  people  involved  in  the  camping 
program.  What  a  rich  heritage  we  have. 
Do  you  remember  any  of  these  names: 
Brady  Foreman,  Garland  Dean,  Rex  and 
Bertha  Squyres,  Don  Risinger,  David  and 
Elaine  Strozier?  There  are  many  more 
that  could  be  added  to  that  list  including 
Terral  and  Evelyn  Lowe.  They  are  all  an 
important  part  of  our  rich  heritage  of 
Christian  Camping  that  continues,  as 
Terrall  Lowe  says,  to  “Love  God,  Love 
Children  and  introduce  them  to  one 
another”. 

With  that  heritage  comes  responsibil¬ 
ity  and  challenge.  Today  our  summer 
camping  programs  serve  from  1500  to 


2000  children  and  youth,  and  our  year 
round  camps  and  retreat  centers  serve 
another  10,000  campers  of  all  ages. 

All  three  of  our  United  Methodist 
Camp  and  Retreat  Centers,  Caney, 
Istrouma  and  Uskichitto,  believe  that 
camping  is  a  vital  part  of  the  church’s 
total  program  because  we  exist  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  needs  of  everyone  we  can 
reach,  to  transform  lives  and  to  instill  a 
burning  hunger  for  God! 

“One  week  of  summer  camp  equals 
one  year  of  Sunday  school,”  and  the 
memories  are  irreplaceable  reported  one 
speaker  at  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Camp  Leaders  event  this  January  at 
which  Louisiana  was  represented  by  10 
Clergy  and  lay  camp  leaders. 

Great  emphasis  is  placed  on  our  sum¬ 
mer  camp  programming.  We  have 
sought  diligendy  to  utilize  the  resources 


of  the  out-of-doors  to  teach  our  campers 
about  the  wonder  and  vitality  of  the 
world  and  the  greatness  and  majesty  of 
our  God  who  created  the  world.  “The 
world  teaches.” 

Church  camp  provides  a  unique 
opportunity  for  campers  and  their  lead¬ 
ers  to  explore  and  learn  from  the  world 
about  them.  The  world  becomes  the 
classroom  where  campers  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  see,  to  taste,  to  smell,  to  hear, 
and  to  touch  so  that  they  might  come  to 
appreciate  the  world  a  little  more  and  so 
that  they  might  come  to  know  a  little 
better  the  great  and  loving  God  who  cre¬ 
ated  such  a  magnificent  world. 

In  the  camp  setting,  as  campers  and 
their  leaders  live  together  24  hours  a  day, 
many  opportunities  arise  for  the 
Christian  counselor  to  share  what  faith 
has  to  say  about  life  as  it  is  really  being 


lived.  Reconciliation  becomes  not  just  a 
biblical  or  theological  concept  to  be 
explored  in  a  study  session;  it  becomes 
real.  Love  and  acceptance  are  not  just 
talked  about  but  are  expressed  in  action 
when  the  small  group  reaches  out  to  one 
another.  Christian  community  is  felt,  not 
talked  about.  It  is  when  the  counselor 
and  campers  reflect  on  their  life  together 
that  the  Christian  faith  becomes  alive 
and  relevant. 

Camping  does  have  a  place  in  the 
overall  Christian  education  program  of 
the  church,  and  we  realize  that  we  must 
do  our  best  to  see  that  these  possibilities 
and  potentials  are  realized. 

Our  summer  camp  programs  are 
designed  to  offer  these  opportunities  to 
explore  Christian  faith.  Campers  have 
the  chance  to  explore  worship  in  new 
and  exciting  ways  designed  to  capture 
their  energy  and  enthusiasm.  Through 
experiences  in  the  beauty  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ation,  development  of  relationships  with 
other  Christians,  campers  of  all  ages  are 
furthered  on  their  journey  to  develop 
into  mature  Christian  men  and  women. 

Camp  has  had  a  profound  influence  on 
the  spiritual  journeys  of  so  many  of  God’s 
children  including  each  of  us,  your  camp 
directors,  and  we  intend  to  continue  to 
“pass  it  on”  as  we  work  together  for  you. 

With  enthusiastic  volunteer  camp 
deans,  clergy  and  counselors  we  believe 
we  will  have  the  best  summer  teams 
ever.  We  pray  that  being  on  the  staffs  at 
Caney,  Istrouma  and  Uskichitto  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  one  of  our  traditions  as  sum¬ 
mer  campers  become  staff  members 
and  go  to  college  and  return  home  to 
serve  in  our  local  churches. 


The  Ministry  we  share  at  our  three  tri-district  camps  is  expressed  best  in  this  verse: 

“Called  as  partners  in  Christ’s  service,  called  to  ministries  of  grace, 

We  respond  with  deep  commitment  fresh  new  lines  of  faith  to  trace. 

May  we  learn  the  art  of  sharing,  side  by  side  and  friend  with  friend, 

Equal  partners  in  our  caring  to  fulfdl  God’s  chosen  end. 

...Make  us  partners  in  our  living,  our  compassion  to  increase, 

Messengers  of  faith,  thus  giving  hope  and  confidence 
And  peace.”  -  Jane  Parker  Huber 
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Caney  Conference  Centre 


Caney  Conference  Centre  is  nestled 
in  Northwest  Louisiana  near  Minden, 
five  miles  from  1-20,  on  beautiful  Caney 
Lake.  This  picturesque  camp  was  com¬ 
pletely  restored  after  a  devastating  tor¬ 
nado  that  hit  in  2000.  Campers  enjoy  the 
comfort  of  17  cabins  (two  completely 
new  and  handicapped  accessible),  a 
large  Recreation/Meeting  Hall,  the 
Dining  Room,  and  an  expansive 
Outdoor  Recreation  Area.  Unique  to 
Caney  is  the  opportunity  for  visitors  to 


swim  in  the  camp’s  lake,  which  is  also 
enjoyed  for  canoeing. 

All  buildings  at  the  Centre  are  air- 
conditioned  and  heated  for  year-round 
use.  “Our  facility  is  great  for  many  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  groups,”  said  Rev.  Terral 
Lowe,  camp  manager. 

Caney  can  accommodate  150  persons 
at  a  time. 

Campers  are  well  fed,  and  the  cooks 
at  Caney  are  famous  for  their  “Grandma- 
style”  cooking. 


2002  Summer  Camp  Schedule 

(Completed  Grades  Listed  Below) 


Pre-Camp 
Elementary  I 
Junior  Hi  I 
Senior  Hi 
Junior  Hi  II 
Elementary  II 


Grade  2-3 

June  14-16 

$60 

Grade  4-5 

June  17-21 

$100 

Grade  6-8 

July  1-5 

$100 

Grade  9-11 

July  8-12 

$100 

Grade  6-8 

July  22-26 

$100 

Grade  4-5 

August  5-9 

$100 

During  weeks  not  taken  by  regular  Summer  Camp  sessions, 
Caney  Conference  Centre  is  also  the  site  for  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp 
and  C.C.E.  Camp. 


A  work  team  paints  Cabin  5  and  another  team  cleans,  below. 


Youth  work  team  from  Greenwood  United  Methodist  Church,  Mangum  UMC  and  St. 
Luke's  UMC,  Shreveport.  Below,  campers  enjoy  a  breakfast  of  bacon,  eggs,  grits,  orange 
juice,  biscuits  and  fruit. 


Campers  canoe  near  the  180-foot  swimming  pier  on  beautiful  Caney  Lake. 
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Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 


A  camper  and  counselor  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center. 


On  August  23,  1966,  The  Lake  Charles  District  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  purchased  120  acres  of  land 
in  LeBlanc,  and  the  ministry  of  Uskichitto  was  born. 

In  1995  Uskichitto  became  a  Tri-district  retreat  cen¬ 
ter,  and  in  1996  a  major  plan  for  improvement  and  ren¬ 
ovation  was  adopted. 

We  have  become  a  very  modem,  comfortable  facility 
in  a  “rustic  setting,”  serving  the  Acadiana,  Alexandria 
and  Lake  Charles  tri-district  area. 

Major  repairs  have  been  made  to  every  facility  at 
URC.  Added  improvements  include:  a  new  covered 
chapel,  low  ropes  course,  new  R/V  park  with  16  sites 
(complete  hook  ups),  renovation  of  all  cabins,  kitchen, 
pavilion,  canteen,  volunteer  quarters  and  new  office, 
and  many  more  you  have  to  see.  Timber  sale  funds  and 
donations  have  been  used  for  all  these  projects,  with 
very  little  cost  for  labor  thanks  to  over  1000  volunteers. 
Cost  to  URC  for  improvements  since  1996  has  been 
under  $80,000. 

This  year  URC  is  still  improving!  Nomads  come  to 
URC  every  year  and  work  hard  to  make  URC  the  safest, 
cleanest  and  most  beautiful  place  it  can  be.  They  have 
provided  over  a  half  a  million  dollars  worth  of  labor 
since  first  coming  in  1998.  As  we  grow  we  KNOW  OUR 
JOB  will  never  be  done. 

“We  can  make  our  plans,  but  the  final  outcome  is  in 
God’s  hands.”  Proverbs  16:1  TLB 

"Never  be  lazy  in  your  work,  but  serve  the  Lord 
enthusiastically.”  Romans  12:11 

All  ages  love  the  peaceful,  serene  atmosphere  of  our 
clean  and  uncluttered  rustic  setting.  Family  camps  are  a 
favorite  at  Uskichitto  as  well  as  children’s  and  youth 
retreats.  Our  guests  love  the  quiet,  the  river,  the  trails, 
and  the  world — apart  feeling  of  communing  personally 
with  God. 

Our  second  Fish  Fry  for  Friends  of  URC  is  a  favorite 
with  the  retired  and  Senior  Citizens.  We  have  never  had 
less  than  60  in  attendance  since  January,  2000.  With  our 
new  RV  Park  we  are  now  serving  many  Christian  camp¬ 
ing  groups,  including  the  national  and  state  groups  of 
the  Camping  United  Methodists.  Our  group  retreats  are 
small  in  number,  but  GREAT  in  heart. 

Summer  Camps  ARE  GROWING!  Growth  in  quality 
as  well  as  in  numbers  at  Uskichitto  has  been  AWESOME 
and  is  due  entirely  to  God’s  work  through  the  efforts  of 
many  volunteers  who  have  worked  tirelessly  to  improve 
our  facilities  and  programming. 

God  is  changing  lives  at  Uskichitto.  It  is  so  rewarding 


to  see  our  campers  “come  alive  in  Christ  Jesus”. 

Summer  camp  programs  at  Uskichitto  are  unique  in 
that  we  seek  out  enthusiastic,  Christian  college  students 
to  be  the  counselors  for  our  camps.  With  the  help  of  our 
three  districts’  churches  we  are  offering  scholarships  to 
our  staff  instead  of  wages. 

Come  visit  your  Uskichitto,  or  call  Sammie  to  visit 
your  church,  Sunday  school,  or  group  so  that  you  might 
see  and  hear  the  story  of  our  journey  to  serve  our  awe¬ 
some  God! 

“If  you  wait  for  perfect  conditions  you  will  never  get 
anything  done.”  Ecclesiastes  11:4 

2002  Summer  Staff  Coordinators 

Coming  From  Red  Bird  Mission:  Red  Bird  United 
Methodist  Mission  in  Beverly  Kentucky  is  home  to  our 
2002  Summer  Staff  Coordinators.  Walter  Sizemore  and 
his  fiancee,  Jamie  Beierschmitt  will  serve  as  coordina¬ 
tors  and  counselors  for  the  month  of  June.  Walter  is  a 
graduate  of  Red  Bird  High  School,  has  a  degree  in  music 
performance  and  plans  to  enter  seminary  in  the  fall.  He 
grew  up  in  Beverly,  Kent.,  and  has  worked  as  a  volunteer 
and  employee  of  the  Mission  as  long  as  he  can  remem¬ 
ber.  Jamie,  from  Oklahoma,  is  the  5th  grade  teacher  at 
Red  Bird  Mission  School  where  she  has  taught  for  sever¬ 
al  years. 

Mark  and  Rebecca  will  be  at  URC  the  month  of  July. 
They  have  been  at  Red  Bird  Mission  since  1988  where 
they  serve  as  teachers. 

Mark  directs  the  vocal  and  instrumental  music  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  elementary,  middle  school  and  high 
school.  Rebecca  taught  fourth  grade  for  nine  and  a  half 
years  and  now  teaches  Christian  education. 

Mark  graduated  from  Asbury  College,  prepared  to 
share  his  music  and  put  it  to  use  for  the  Lord.  He 
earned  a  MA  degree  in  music  education  from  Eastern 
Kentucky  University  in  1991. 

Becky  is  a  1986  graduate  of  Oakland  City  College  in 
Oakland  City,  Indiana  with  a  BS  in  Education  and  later 
earned  a  MA  in  Elementary  Education  from  Eastern 
Kentucky  University.  They  have  two  children,  4-year-old 
Nathaniel  and  2-year-old  Leah. 

Sammie  King,  Director  at  Uskichitto,  taught  Walter  at 
Red  Bird  with  Mark  and  Becky. 

“I  have  missed  my  dear  friends  enormously,  and 
Now  we  will  all  work  together  again  to  Praise  Our  Lord 
in  service  at  Uskichitto! 

"Wherever  God  Guides,  He  Provides.” 


Six  college  students  (completed  at 
least  1  year)  are  needed  at  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  to  provide  servant  leader 
ship  for  our  campers  by  facilitating  the 
highest  quality  Christian  camping  expe¬ 
rience  possible.  We  strive  to  provide  a 
staff  that  models  these  values  and  is  will- 


Counselors  are  the  heart  of  our  summer  camping  program! 


ing  to  share  their  faith,  not  only  through 
words,  but  by  the  way  they  live  each  day. 
Scholarships  are  given  at  the  end  of  the 
camping  season. 

The  amount  given  is  higher  than 
most  counselors  are  paid  in  a  six-week 
period. 


Staff  will  be  trained  beginning  June  1, 
and  will  be  given  ropes  course  certifica¬ 
tion  and  first  aid  training. 

Job  descriptions  and  applications  can 
be  found  on  our  web  site: 
http:/ /www.gbgm-umc.org/uskichitto. 
Applications  are  due  by  April  15, 2001. 


You  will  be  contacted  about  an  inter¬ 
view.  Interviews  will  be  set  for  April  and 
May. 

A  Criminal  records  check  for  each 
applicant  is  required. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  call 
Sammie  King  at  (337)  738-4218. 
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Camp  Istrouma 


The  Zipline  and  The  Blob,  bottom  right,  are  two  of  the  new  adventurous  activities 
offered  at  Camp  Istrouma. 


Camp  Istrouma  "New  Adventure  Program" 
offers  fun  and  excitement  for  2002  session 


Camp  Istrouma  is  excited  to 
announce  the  beginning  of  a  new 
adventure  program  and  the  opening  of  a 
new  beautiful  six-acre  recreational  lake 
for  summer  camp  that  promises  to  be  a 
lot  of  fun  and  excitement! 

Camp  Istrouma  will  hire  a  new  staff 
person  for  this  summer  to  coordinate 
our  new  adventure  program  which  will 
include  a  number  of  new  activities  such 
as  fun  team-building  games  and  inter¬ 
esting  educational  nature  hikes. 

Also  kids  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
go  fishing  in  our  newly  stocked  lake,  but 
the  most  exciting  events  will  be  the  two 
new  water  activities  on  our  newly  com¬ 
pleted  lake. 

The  first  activity  is  the  “blob”  it  is  a 
unique  water  device  designed  for  versa¬ 
tile  popular  activities  at  camps  across 


the  country. 

The  blob  is  35  feet  long  and  provides 
wild  and  wet  extravaganza  for  kids  of  all 
ages. 

The  second  activity  is  our  Zipline. 
This  device  is  a  125  feet  long  run  where 
you  start  by  jumping  off  our  18  feet  high 
platform  which  is  located  in  our  lake 
and  you  hold  on  to  a  t-bar  and  hang  on 
for  the  ride  of  your  life  as  you  slide  down 
a  suspended  cable  going  across  the  lake. 
You  can  drop  off  into  the  lake  at  any¬ 
time. 

This  exciting  ride  will  be  the  highlight 
of  a  child's  stay  at  Camp  Istrouma. 

For  more  pictures  and  information 
about  the  blob  and  zipline  please  visit 
our  web  page,  WWW.gbgm- 
umc.or/istrouma/  or 
www.campIstrouma.com. 


Camp  Istrouma:  1 67  acres  of  beauty 


For  more  than  forty 
years,  Camp  Istrouma  has 
attracted  thousands  of 
children  and  youth  to  its 
Summer  Camping 
Sessions.  Situated  on  167 
acres  of  scenic  beauty, 

Camp  Istrouma  is  located 
approximately  15  miles 
northeast  of  Baton  Rouge 
on  Greenwell  Springs 
Road.  Campers  from 
Baton  Rouge,  New 
Orleans,  Lafayette,  North 
Shore,  and  even 
Shreveport  areas  come 
each  year  to  participate  in 
a  week  of  exciting  activi¬ 
ties  such  as  Bible  study,  recreation, 
swimming,  crafts,  nature  study,  hiking, 
singing,  worship,  sharing,  and  other  spe¬ 
cial  events.  This  summer,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  five-acre  lake,  campers  will  be 
able  to  engage  in  other  adventures — a 
zipline,  blob,  and  fishing. 

The  sessions  are  all  staffed  by  experi¬ 
ence  and  trained  directors  and  coun¬ 
selors,  such  as  ministers,  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  directors,  children  and  youth 
coordinators,  schoolteachers,  college 
students,  licensed  lifeguards,  and  a  full¬ 
time  camp  superintendent,  who  resides 
on  the  camp  site. 

Campers  and  staff  all  have  one  thing 
in  common;  they  come  seeking  to  find 
God.  They  find  Him  in  the  beauty  and 
majesty  of  the  forest,  the  song  sounds  of 
animal  life,  in  worship  and  sharing,  in 
laughter  of  good  friends,  and  the 
warmth  of  a  hug. 

Camp  Istrouma  has  two  lodges,  one 
for  boys,  and  the  other  for  girls,  and 
each  lodge  is  furnished  with  sixty  beds, 
for  a  total  capacity  of  120  at  each  ses¬ 
sion.  The  lodges  are  air-conditioned, 
with  bathroom  facilities  in  each  room. 
Campers  should  register  early,  as  a  num¬ 
ber  are  turned  away  in  most  sessions 
due  to  lack  of  beds. 

For  each  weekly  session,  campers 


arrive  on  Monday  morning,  and  stay  at 
camp  each  night,  leaving  on  Friday 
morning,  except  for  younger-aged 
groups,  who  leave  on  Thursday. 

Each  weekly  session  follows  a  uni¬ 
form  theme,  and  the  2002  theme  is  enti¬ 
tled,  “TURN  AROUND.”  During  the 
week,  the  Bible  studies  focus  on  the 
theme,  stressing  turning  around  to  hope 
and  joy,  to  follow  Jesus,  to  wholeness 
and  thanksgiving,  to  reconciliation,  to 
tell  the  good  news,  and  to  be  a  neighbor. 

The  Camp  Istrouma  Summer 
Program  for  children  and  youth  is 
designed  to  develop  an  awareness  of  and 
appreciation  for  God’s  world  and  our 
place  in  it,  to  foster  opportunities  for 
Christian  worship  and  fellowship,  and  to 
provide  experiences  in  living  in  a 
Christian  community.  Rules  for  applica¬ 
tion  and  participation  in  the  program  are 
the  same  for  all,  without  regard  to  race, 
color,  national  origin,  sex,  or  handicap. 

Each  week  the  camp  hosts  a  different 
age  or  grade  level,  such  as  younger  ele¬ 
mentary  (grades  3  &  4),  older  elemen¬ 
tary  (grades  5  &  6),  Junior  High  (grades  7 
&  8),  and  Senior  High  (for  grades  8 
through  12),  including  2002  graduates). 

All  campers  are  expected  to  come  to 
camp  with  a  cheerful  disposition,  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  learn,  and  an  expectation  of 
Christian  living  and  adventure. 
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Lafon  crowns  king  and  queen  of  Mardi  Gras 


The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  UMC  held  its  annual  Mardi  Gras  celebration  on  Feb.  5. 
Decorations  and  attire  put  the  residents  in  a  festive  mood  with  smiles  on  many 
faces.  Mardi  Gras  on  Bourbon  Street”  was  the  theme  for  the  afternoon  celebration 
which  was  highlighted  by  New  Orleans  scenery.  The  Ball  included  presentation  of 
King  Wilder  Anderson  and  Queen  Lillian  Smith,  above,  as  well  as  the  royal  court. 
Smith  was  escorted  by  former  Saints  player  Buford  Jordan.  After  the  presentation 
of  the  court,  residents  and  employees  were  entertained  by  the  acappela  music  of 
Voices  of  Thunder  provided  by  New  Orleans  Criminal  Sheriff  Charles  Foti. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Algiers  recently  held  its  consecration  ceremony 
for  the  new  sanctuary  completed  in  September,  2001 .  "The  members  of  Asbury  are 
excited  and  proud  of  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  them  and  with  them,"  said  Rev. 
Douglas.  Pictured  above  at  the  consecration  are:  Joseph  Taylor,  trustees  chairper¬ 
son;  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas,  pastor;  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  district  superinten¬ 
dent;  Sandra  Griffin,  building  committee  member  and  Gloria  Peterson,  treasurer. 
The  membership  is  now  looking  to  acquire  another  facility  to  house  social  activi¬ 
ties.  "The  congregation  no  longer  has  to  be  creative  in  the  use  of  space  and  can 
focus  more  on  community-oriented  ideas  and  programs,"  said  Douglas. 


DMT  hosts  church  leadership  training 


The  District  Ministry  Team  of  the  New  Orleans  District  presented  a  Church 
Leadership  Training  Workshop  at  Lake  Vista  United  Methodist  Church  on  Jan.  12. 
Church  work  areas  covered  by  the  workshop  included  Administrative/Church 
Council  facilitated  by  Dr.  Anita  Crump;  Christian  Education/SS-Small  Membership 
Church  facilitated  by  Ms.  Linda  Berg;  Finance  facilitated  by  Rev.  Carl  E.  Rhoads;  Lay 
Leader  facilitated  by  Ms.  Germaine  Tropez;  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
facilitated  by  Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson;  Stewardship  facilitated  by  Mr.  Rob  Fairly; 
Trustees  facilitated  by  Dr.  George  Duerson  and  Worship  facilitated  by  Rev.  Barbara 
Murray,  district  missioner,  above.  Twenty-five  New  Orleans  District  churches  were 
represented  by  121  members. 


St.  Matthew  UMC  in  Algiers  issued  a  challenge  to  New  Orleans  district  churches  in 
December  to  raise  $  1 00  and  collect  two  boxes  of  canned  goods  for  the  Second 
Harvesters  Food  Bank  which  services  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area.  St.  Matthew 
exceeded  its  challenge  by  raising  $148  and  three  boxes  of  canned  goods.  The  food 
bank  is  experiencing  a  severe  drain  on  its  pantry  since  the  September  1 1, 2001, 
terrorist  attack. The  St.  Matthew  youth  group  hopes  New  Orleans  district  churches 
will  follow  throughout  the  year  in  holding  a  food  drive  for  the  food  bank  and  make 
a  Christian  difference  in  the  lives  of  others. 


Send  your  churchs  stories  to  the  New  Orleans  District  Communicator: 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504) 528-2219 
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Danger  strikes  close  for  UM  missionaries  in  Middle  East 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Bob  May 


A  Palestinian  man  stands  watch  over  the  remains  of  the  police  station  in  Bethlehem  after  it  was 
destroyed  by  Israeli  warplanes  bombing  Palestinian  targets  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip.  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  the  area  have  experienced  the  bombing  first-hand. 


UMNS  -  When  the  latest 
round  of  Israeli  bombs  fell  on 
Bethlehem  at  5:10  a.m.  on  March 
7,  the  impact  knocked  a  sleeping 
Sandra  Olewine  off  her  living 
room  couch. 

The  second  blast  shook  pic¬ 
tures  off  the  wall,  blew  open  the 
front  door  of  the  apartment 
house,  dropped  shrapnel  on  the 
roof  and  showered  glass  from  a 
neighbor’s  home  onto  her  bal¬ 
cony.  When  the  explosions 
stopped  at  5:45  a.m.,  Olewine,  a 
United  Methodist  missionary, 
found  that  homes  and  business¬ 
es  on  the  street  that  also  con¬ 
tained  a  Palestinian  police  sta¬ 
tion  had  been  ruined. 

The  Rev.  Alex  Awad,  another 
United  Methodist  missionary 
who  serves  as  a  pastor  in  East 
Jerusalem  and  teacher  at 
Bethlehem  Bible  College,  also 
awoke  March  7  to  the  sound  of 
renewed  bombing  in  Bethlehem. 
It  was  a  sound  that  “is  becoming 
the  norm  here  rather  than  the 
exception,”  he  wrote  in  an  e-mail 
to  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 

Despite  the  danger  -  to  his 
family,  to  his  congregation,  to  the 
college  students  and  everyone 
else  -  Awad  is  thankful  that  he 
can  continue  his  ministry.  “Our 
congregation  in  Jerusalem  has 
not  cancelled  or  missed  a 


Sunday,”  he  wrote.  “People  have 
taken  chances  and  made  it  to 
church  to  worship  God.” 

But  he  expressed  sorrow  for 
the  Palestinian  and  Israeli  vic¬ 
tims  of  a  conflict  that  has  escalat¬ 
ed  dramatically  in  recent  weeks, 
as  did  Bob  May,  another  mission¬ 
ary  assigned  to  the  area  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“I  think  the  biggest  effect  of 
the  escalation  in  violence  has 
been  the  discouragement  and 
frustration  of  the  people,”  May 
said. 

He  has  been  documenting 
some  of  the  damage,  and  photos 
can  be  found  at 

www.bobmay.info,  his  Web  site. 
“Violence  and  the  threat  of  vio¬ 
lence  unavoidably  dampens  our 
spirits,”  he  told  the  news  service. 
“It’s  hard  to  remain  optimistic 
about  the  future  when  you  hear 
missiles  firing,  see  buildings 
exploding  and  learn  of  more  peo¬ 
ple  dying.  It’s  hard  to  keep  spiri¬ 
tually  and  mentally  focused 
when  you  have  to  worry  about 
the  dangers  of  bullets  and 
bombs.” 

The  violence  also  has  further 
weakened  the  Christian  presence 
in  the  Holy  Land,  according  to 
Awad.  He  estimated  that  at  least 
500  Christian  families  already 
have  left  the  country. 


Preparing  a  New 
Generation  of  Leaders 
in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit 


SAINT  1  PAUL 

SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 

A  United  Methodist  Seminary 


www.spst.edu 


The  Right  Start  Conference 
Beginning  in  a  New  Ministry  Setting 
May  10-11,  2002 

For  more  information:  816-245-4829 


5123  Truman  Rd  •  Kansas  City  •  MO  •  64127-2499 
Phone  (.816)  483-9600  -  Fax:  (816)483-9605 
Admissions  (800)  825-0378  •  E-mail:  admiss@spst.edu 


M  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Blvd.  •  New  Orleans,  LA  70127  •  (504)244-5100  •  www.pmmh.org 


“I  give  the  Methodist  Pulmonai 
Rehab  Program  an  ‘E’  for  EXCELLENT!” 

CL~-~ * 


Methodist 

Pulmonary  Rehabilitation 
Evaluation  Form 


Darlene  Ivon 

Methodist  Hospital  Patient 


My  stamina  during 
everyday  activities  is: 

1  =  Much  Worse 

2  =  Worse 

3  =  The  Same 

4  =  Better 
<B>=  Much  Better 


I  would  rate  the  Methodist 
Pulmonary  Rehabilitation 
Program: 

1  =  Very  Poor 

2  =  Poor 

3  =  OK 

4  =  Good 

Excellent 


What  I  like  most  about 
the  program  is: 

Cooperative  staff: 

good  learning  environment. 


My  shortness  of  breath 
during  everyday  activities  is: 

1  =  Much  Worse 

2  =  Worse 

3  =  The  Same 

<s>=  Better 

5  =  Much  Better 


Annual  Conference  2002 
to  feature  'paper  drive' 

A  hands-on  mission  project  fea¬ 
turing  a  “paper  drive”  will  be  sup¬ 
ported  by  Louisiana’s  nine  districts 
during  the  2002  Annual  Conference 
to  be  held  June  2-5  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport. 

Items  for  the  paper  drive  could 
include  anything  from  diapers  (adult 
and  infant)  to  school  supplies,  as 
long  as  they  are  made  from  paper. 

During  the  conference,  these 
items  will  be  collected  for  distribu¬ 
tion  to  the  various  United  Methodist 
agencies  and  institutions  in 
Louisiana. 


INSIDE 
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Good  Samaritan 
Sunday  /2 


□  Ruston 
District  /  7 

□  Shreveport 
District  /  8 
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Latin  Festival  latest  project  of  Hispanic  ministry 


A  Latin  Festival,  scheduled  for  April 
20  at  El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenner,  will  benefit  the  comprehen¬ 
sive  Hispanic  ministry  that  is  drawing 
significant  numbers  of  new  people  to 
the  church  each  weekend. 

The  festival  will  include  an  “open 
house”  of  the  facilities  and  activities  to 
enhance  the  public’s  knowledge  of 


Hispanic  ministries  in  the  New  Orleans 
District.  The  event  is  scheduled  for  10 
a.m.-2  p.m.  at  El  Mesias  UMC,  located  at 
420  W.  Esplanade  in  Kenner. 

Food  and  music  from  various  Latin 
American  countries  will  be  featured,  and 
information  will  be  shared  about  the 
ministry’s  ongoing  programs  and  plans 
for  the  future.  Plans  are  being  made  for 


a  “Walk  for  Missions”  program  at  the 
Annual  Conference  to  raise  needed 
funds  for  Ffispanic  Ministries. 

Rev.  Sam  Calvo,  pastor  of  El  Messias 
UMC,  along  with  daughter-in-law 
Mirabel  Mojica  Calvo  heads  this  thriving 
ministry  which  seeks  to  serve  the  needs 

See  Hispanic  ministry,  page  6 


New  life  at  Mt.  Nebo 


'Revision' brings 
rebirth  to  church 

BY  JANA  SMITH 

MONROE  DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  thriving,  rural  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Monroe  District.  For  many 
years  they  have  been  located  in  a 
church  building  that  is  virtually 
impossible  to  find,  unless  you  know 
exacdy  where  you  are  going. 
Unfortunately,  after  many  years  of 
decay,  the  building  was  condemned 
and  for  several  years  now  Mt.  Nebo 
UMC  has  lacked  a  church  building  of 
their  own.  They  have  been  wanderers 
without  a  place  to  call  home. 

Beginning  in  January  Tonya 
Hamilton,  the  Monroe  District 
Ministry  Team  Education 
Coordinator,  and  myself,  serving  in 
the  capacity  of  Monroe  District 
Missioner,  began  working  with  Mt. 
Nebo  on  a  process  called  Revision 
from  Percept  Group,  Inc.  The 
Conference  Church  Extension  Team 
asked  drem  to  participate  in  this 
process  to  develop  a  Mission  and 
Vision  statement  as  well  as  a  plan  for 
the  next  three  years  of  ministry  as 
they  were  thinidng  about  relocating 
their  church  building. 

Revision  is  a  biblically  based  pro¬ 
gram  that  takes  a  church  systemati¬ 
cally  through  an  evaluation  process, 
utilizing  a  demographic  study  of  what 
is  in  your  community.  Involved  per¬ 
sons  work  together  to  build  a  bridge 
from  “what  is,  to  what  ought  to  be.” 

Revision  also  empowers  the  laity 
to  do  the  work  of  the  church.  It  is  a 
program  that  will  help  a  church 
change  and  grow  spiritually  as  well  as 
physically. 

In  the  beginning,  there  was  a  bit  of 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  congre- 

See  Mt.  Nebo,  page  3 


Out  with  the  old... 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


The  former  sanctuary  at  Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church  succumbs  to  time  on  a 
lot  sandwiched  between  cotton  fields  near  Monroe.  Below,  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  volunteers  from  other  United  Methodist  churches  gather  near  the  banner 
proclaiming  Mt.  Nebo's  new  location  just  down  the  road. 
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I  had  the  most  delightful  telephone 
call  earlier  this  week.  I  was  at  home, 
trying  to  rid  myself  of  pesky  flu  symp¬ 
toms,  when  Kay  answered  a  midday 
call.  I  heard  her  say,  "May  I  ask  who  is 
calling?”  And  then  with  a  voice  of 
inquiry  to  the  caller  and  a  look  of  “I 
don’t  have  a  clue  as  to  who  this  is”  at 
me,  she  handed  me  the  phone  and 
said,  “It  is  Mike  Fry.”  It  was  a  name  I 
had  not  heard  for  some  forty  years! 

I  immediately  thought,  before  I  said 
a  word,  “The  only  Mike  Fry  I  know  was 
in  my  social  fraternity  back  in  under¬ 
graduate  days.”  I  said  “Hello”  and  the 
voice  on  the  other  end  said,  “Bill.  This 
is  Mike  Fry  in  Oklahoma  City.  I  don’t 
know  whether  to  call  you  Bishop,  Bill, 
or  Big  Brother.”  That’s  all  it  took  for 
identification.  I  was  immediately  con¬ 
nected  even  though  I  had  not  heard 
this  voice  for  a  multitude  of  years.  His 
face  immediately  flashed  in  front  of  me. 
Mike  Fry.  Frederick,  Oklahoma. 
Freshman  at  the  University  of 
Oklahoma.  New  pledge  for  Lambda 
Chi  Alpha  social  fraternity.  I  had 
helped  to  “rush”  him.  I  wanted  him 
assigned  to  me  as  my  "little  brother.” 

He  was.  And  a  special  friendship 
began.  That  friendship  lasted  for  sever¬ 
al  months  until  Mike  had  to  leave  the 
fraternity  for  various  reasons.  After  that 
I  didn’t  see  him  again. 

Now  here  it  is,  forty  years  later,  and 
he  was  calling  me  at  home  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana!  He  told  me  his  story 
of  how  he  and  his  wife  recently  have 
joined  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Voice  from  the  Past 


Oklahoma  City, 

Church  of  the 
Servant.  A  very  close 
friend  of  mine,  Dr. 

Norman  Neaves,  pas¬ 
tors  the  church.  In 
their  conversations 
together  as  pastor 
and  new  parishioner, 

Norman  had  asked 
Mike  about  OU  days 
and  somehow  in  the 
conversation  they 
mentioned  Lambda  Chi  Alpha.  (It 
seems  that  when  you  talk  with  persons 
of  a  certain  era  at  OU  one  of  the  basic 
questions  is  always,  “Were  you  in  a  fra¬ 
ternity  or  sorority?”)  Norman  shared 
with  Mike  that  he  has  a  son  who  was  a 
Lambda  Chi  at  OU  and  that  he  has  a 
close  friend  who  was  a  Lambda  Chi 
there  earlier.  "Who  is  that”,  Mike  asked. 
“Bill  Hutchinson,”  Norman  related. 

“He  is  a  bishop  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  now.”  Then  came  the  giving  of 
phone  numbers  and  ways  of  contact. 
And  Mike  called. 

In  our  memory-laden  conversation, 
Mike  wanted  me  to  know  how  much  I 
had  meant  to  him  all  those  years  ago, 
how  often  he  had  thought  of  me  in  the 
intervening  time,  and  how  thrilled  he 


“I  have  realized 
again  and  again, 
‘What  we  do  in  the 
lives  of  others  lives 
long  in  their  hearts. 

was  to  have  located  me  again.  I  was 
absolutely  humbled!  What  had  I  ever 
said,  done,  or  offered  that  made  a  per¬ 
son  whose  life  intersected  mine  for  a 
short  period  of  time  want  to  contact  me 
again?  It  is  an  intriguing  question. 

As  I  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  this 
happening  over  the  last  couple  of  days, 

I  have  realized  again  and  again,  “What 
we  do  in  the  lives  of  others  lives  long  in 
their  hearts.”  Just  as  Mike  called  me  to 
say  how  much  my  friendship  and 
attention  had  meant  to  him  back  in  the 
early  1960’s,  I  could  just  as  easily  have 
gotten  a  call  telling  me  how  I  had  done 
something  detrimental  to  someone’s 
life  long  ago  and  they  were  still  living 
with  the  hurt  and  anguish  I  had  caused. 
We  just  never  know  how  our  actions 
and  words  are  going  to  affect  others. 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


But  one  thing  is  certain,  for  good  or  ill 
our  actions  and  words  linger  long. 

The  other  reality  I  have  savored  is 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  church  that  put 
Mike  and  me  back  in  touch  with  each 
other.  Had  he  not  gone  to  Church  of 
the  Servant  and  had  a  conversation 
with  Dr.  Norman  Neaves,  my  phone 
would  still  be  silent  and  a  person  from 
my  past  would  still  be  unacknowl¬ 
edged.  In  fact,  interestingly,  since  com¬ 
ing  to  Louisiana  I  have  been  reunited 
with  another  “little  brother”  who  is  a 
Business  Administrator  of  a  large 
church  in  Illinois,  and  with  a  "quarter¬ 
back  son"  who  is  the  Finance  Chair  of  a 
local  church  in  Midland,  Texas.  All 
three  reunions  have  come  through  the 
church!  Praise  God  for  his  active  body 
called  the  church  that  unites  fingers 
and  toes  and  arms  and  legs  all  across 
the  globe. 

In  just  a  few  days  we  will  stand  and 
sing  the  glorious  processional  anthem, 
“Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  Today.”  And  as 
we  do,  may  we  sing  those  majestic 
words  in  gratitude  for  our  life’s  journey 
thus  far,  in  joy  that  the  power  of  can¬ 
celled  sin  has  been  broken,  and  in  hope 
that  in  the  tomorrows  to  come  all  of 
God’s  children  will  be  united  under  one 
banner  of  love  and  in  one  body  of  faith. 
Come,  Lord  Jesus,  and  fill  us  with  your 
resurrected  power  and  unity. 

What  a  journey  it  is! 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Conference  Lay  Leader  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  second  from  left,  leads  a  recent  meeting 
for  the  upcoming  Laity  retreat,  "Being  Informed  to  Be  Transformed,"  April  19-21  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Also  pictured  are  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  Leroy  Crump,  Joe  Kelly,  president  of  the  La.  United  Methodist  Men  and 
Dollene  Sims. 


info  for  summer  camp 


Camp  directors  offer 

Want  to  know  more  about  United 
Methodist  summer  camps  around  the 
Louisiana  Conference?  Check  out  the 
special  insert  in  the  March  15  edition  of 
Louisiana  Now!,  or  contact  the  camps 
directly: 

Caney  Conference  Centre 

Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe,  Manager 

R  O.  Box  707,  Minden,  LA  71055,  (318) 


377-6756,  thelowes@belIsouth.net 

Camp  Istrouma 

David  Brignac,  Caretaker,  E  0.  Box 
333,  Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739,  (225) 
261-2089,  Brignac2@bellsouth.net 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
Ms.  Sammie  King,  Director,  R  O.  Box 
118,  LeBlanc,  LA  70651,  (337)  738-5259 
urc@centurytel.net 


Preschool  Director  Needed 

Fellowship  United  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City  is  looking  for  a 
Preschool  Director  for  a  strong,  growing  school.  Fellowship  Learning  Center 
serves  150  children  ages  6  weeks  to  4  years  old.  Financial  and  managerial 
skills  must  be  accompanied  by  a  passion  for  children’s  ministry.  Please  send 
resume  to  Fellowship  UMC,  4750  Barksdale  Blvd.,  Bossier  City,  LA  71112  or 
fax  to  (318)  746-1991.  Deadline  for  applications  is  April  5,  2002. 
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Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Isaac  Brown,  a  member  of  Mt.  Nebo  United  Methodist  Church,  helps  transform  the  church's 
new  facilities  with  Rev.  Kevin  D.  Smith,  associate  pastor  at  St.  Paul's  UMC  in  Monroe. 


Mt.  Nebo,  from  page  7 


gation.  But  it  didn’t  take  long  for  that 
resistance  to  fade  as  “revisioning”  pro¬ 
gressed.  Six  months  later,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  had  completed  the  task  with  a  plan 
in  hand.  It  outlined  a  September  dead¬ 
line  for  the  congregation  to  locate  and 
purchase  property  on  Highway  165  that 
would  be  visible  to  everyone.  The  plan 
also  called  for  the  congregation  to  begin 
a  small  group  Bible  Study  in  a  member’s 
home  in  June  and  to  continue  to  form 
groups  every  three  months  throughout 
the  next  year. 

Rev.  Anice  Moses,  pastor  of  Mt.  Nebo 
said,  “Although  the  congregation  was 
somewhat  reluctant  upon  beginning,  I 
reminded  them  of  an  old  familiar  quote, 
‘Our  time  is  not  always  God’s  time.’  With 
encouragement  and  support  the  Mt. 
Nebo  church  moved  forward  with  the 
Percept  program. 

"Through  the  Revision  process, 
which  included  an  eight-week  Bible 
study,  the  congregation  was  able  to 
understand  the  vision  God  has  for  the 
church  and  the  community.  Because  we 
were  obedient  and  trusted  God  through 
the  efforts  of  Jana,  Tonya,  Marie  and  the 
Church  Extension  Team,  God  has 
blessed  us  with  a  new  church  home.” 

Monroe  District  Superintendent  Marie 
Williams  said,  “It  has  been  so  exciting  to 
be  a  part  of  the  process  in  re-locating  the 
Mt.  Nebo  congregationl  Not  only  has  a 
growing  congregation  found  a  new  home, 


but  the  Monroe  District  has  also  come 
together  to  share  in  the  process. 

Individual  churches  have  given  financial, 
prayer  and  sweat  equity  support  to  help 
sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ.” 

In  August  2001,  property  located  on 
Hwy.  165  N  in  Perryville  was  purchased 
by  the  congregation.  There  are  two  exist¬ 
ing  structures  on  the  seven  acres  of 
property.  One  of  the  structures  will  be 
converted  into  the  church  and  the  other 
will  be  the  parsonage  for  the  pastor. 

After  hearing  a  report  on  Mt.  Nebo’s 
progress,  individual  members  of  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team  voted  to  give 
Mt.  Nebo  money  toward  the  purchase  of 
a  sign  for  the  proposed  church  building. 
The  congregation  celebrated  Christmas 
in  the  new  church  building,  which  still 
must  be  redone. 

Meetings  with  District  Superintend¬ 
ent  Marie  Williams  and  an  architect 
have  been  held  to  discuss  future  renova¬ 
tion  plans.  Some  minor  cosmetic  work 
has  been  done,  and  the  search  for  a  vol¬ 
unteer  to  head  up  the  project  is  in  full 
swing.  The  volunteer  would  take  on  the 
important  role  of  deciding  which  parts 
of  the  renovation  should  be  done  by 
professionals,  and  which  parts  should 
be  done  by  volunteers. 

Rev.  Moses  recently  moved  into  the 
spruced  up  parsonage.  “It  is  wonderful 
to  see  such  enthusiasm.  God  is  doing  a 
mighty  work  in  this  church,”  she  said. 
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Good  Sama 


Methodist  Hospital  was  the  first 
healthcare  facility  in  New  Orleans  East 
Methodist  Hospital  was  the  first  and 
remains  the  only  hospital  in  the  greater 
New  Orleans  area  affiliated  with  the 
Methodist  Church. 

When  the  vision  of  a  hospital  in  New 
Orleans  East  first  developed  in  the 
kitchen  of  the  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church,  the  spiritual  connection  was  not 
revolutionary.  In  the  early  sixties,  most 
hospitals  in  the  area,  and  the  country, 
were  under  the  auspices  of  a  religious 
organization. 

Today,  just  34  years  after  its  opening, 
Methodist  is  one  of  few  church-affiliated 
hospitals  in  the  country  and  the  only 
Christian-based  hospital  in  New 
Orleans.  Today,  the  hospital  is  beginning 
a  comprehensive  marketing  campaign 
highlighting  its  Christian  foundation  and 
philosophy. 

According  to  External  Affairs  Director 
Leif  Pedersen,  area  billboards  and  print 
advertising  are  currently  featuring  the 
message,  "As  the  only  Christian-affiliated 
hospital  in  the  Metropolitan  New 
Orleans  area,  Methodist  Hospital 
embraces  the  philosophy  of  care  on 
which  it  was  founded:  caring  for  the 
whole  person  -  mind,  body,  and  spirit.” 
Beginning  in  May,  the  campaign  will  be 
expanded  city-wide. 

“In  a  city  which  has  such  a  strong  reli¬ 
gious  history  and  tradition,  people  are 
amazed  that  we  are  the  only  Christian- 
affiliated  hospital,”  Pedersen  says. 

“Other  than  Touro  Infirmary,  a  Jewish- 
affiliated  facility,  we  are  the  only  other 
religious-based  healthcare  institution  in 
New  Orleans.  We  have  an  important 
message  and  an  important  identity  that 
we  want  to  emphasize.” 

The  decision  to  strengthen  the  hospi¬ 
tal’s  Christian  connection  was  identified 
by  the  hospital  board  and  administra¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  top  three  priorities  in 
the  facility’s  strategic  vision.  “When 
other  hospitals  in  the  area  made  the 


decision  to  affiliate  with  national,  for- 
profit  chains,  the  Methodist  board  reaf¬ 
firmed  its  commitment  to  remain  con¬ 
nected  to  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference,”  says  Hospital 
President  Fred  Young.  “Our  Methodist 
foundation  and  Christian  foundation  is  a 
blessing  that  provides  us  with  a  unique 
position  -  and  unique  obligation  -  in  the 
healthcare  field.” 

The  spirit  of  Christianity  is  demon¬ 
strated  throughout  Methodist  Hospital. 
From  the  caring  and  comforting  words 
of  hospital  chaplains  to  the  paintings  of 
the  Aposties  in  the  corridors,  from 
reflections  in  the  Koelemay  Chapel  to 
assistance  through  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund,  Methodist  Hospital  clearly 
demonstrates  its  God-directed  philoso¬ 
phy. 

“Methodist  has  always  been  aware  of 
the  impact  of  spirituality  on  individual 
well-being,”  Pedersen  says,  noting  that 
many  members  of  the  medical  and  nurs¬ 
ing  staff  use  spirituality  in  their 
approach  to  patient  care.  “The  terrorist 
attacks  on  the  United  States  last 
September  made  that  impact  even  more 
powerful  than  ever  before.” 

“We  know  that  when  people  are  sick 
and  hurting  there  is  a  tendency  to 
receive  and  need  spiritual  strength,” 
adds  Pastoral  Care  Director  Chaplain 
Judy  Nelson.  “Our  patients,  and  their 
families,  can  find  comfort  in  a  setting 
that  represents  that  spiritual  strength.  At 
Methodist,  a  member  of  the  Pastoral 
Care  Department  is  available  at  any  time 
for  those  in  need  of  spiritual  care.” 

Chaplain  Nelson  emphasizes  that 
spiritual  care  has  been  proven  as  an 
integral  factor  in  the  healing  process. 
“The  fear  factor  associated  with  illness 
and  injury  is  extremely  powerful.  A  spiri¬ 
tual  message  helps  to  relieve  that  fear, 
helping  to  heal  the  mind,  the  body  and 
the  spirit.” 

“Spiritual  health  is  not  just  important 
for  patients,”  she  continues.  “The  staff 


benefits  in  an  environment  that  accepts 
and  encourages  spirituality.  If  we  do  not 
renew  our  own  spirituality,  how  can  we 
bring  that  aspect  of  healing  to  our 
patients?” 

Chaplain  Nelson  emphasizes  that 
spreading  the  word  of  Methodist 
Hospital’s  commitment  to  Christianity  is 
equally  as  important  as  demonstrating 
that  commitment  on  a  daily  basis. 

“We  are  proud  of  our  convictions  and 
take  pride  in  reflecting  our  spiritual  phi¬ 


losophy  in  advertising  and  marketing 
programs,”  she  says. 

“We  feel  it  is  an  important  message 
not  only  to  reassure  patients  and  their 
families  but  also  a  true  reflection  of  the 
comprehensive  care  that  we  deliver. 
Delivering  God’s  message  and  demon¬ 
strating  that  we  live  that  message 
through  comprehensive  care  is  the 
foundation  of  Methodist  Hospital.  We 
are  proud  of  that  foundation  and  that 
message.” 


At  Methodist  Hospital, 
we  care  for  the  whole  person  - 
mind,  body  and  spirit. 


Easter  offering  benefits  People's  Community  Center 

Methodist  Hospital  highlights  the 
Christian  connection  to  caregiving 


Lafon  celebrates  groundbreaking  for  expansion 


Lafon  Nursing  Home  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  recendy  held  a 
ground  breaking  ceremony  commem¬ 
orating  the  expansion  of  the  home. 
Plans  call  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
residents’  dining  room  which  will  pro¬ 
vide  added  space  so  that  all  residents 
can  eat  all  meals  at  the  same  time  in 
comfort. 

The  renovation  also  calls  for  an 
Administration  Wing  with  additional 
office  space  and  a  new  Board  Room  for 
meetings.  In  conjunction  with  the 
Administration  Wing,  plans  include 
construction  of  a  completely  new 
entrance  to  the  Nursing  Home. 

In  addition  to  the  many  churches 
and  community  organizations  offering 
financial  and  service  support  to  Lafon, 


there  are  three  fund  raising  arms 
organized  to  raise  funds  to  enhance 
the  loves  of  the  residents.  The  oldest  of 
these  is  the  Lafon  Women’s  Auxiliary 
(men  are  welcome),  which  sponsors 
an  annual  luncheon  and  fashion  show, 
with  all  proceeds  going  to  the  Nursing 
Home. 

The  Buford  Jordan  (soon  to  be 
Buford  Jordan  and  Richard  Cooper) 
Golf  Tournament  has  raised  many  dol¬ 
lars  and  a  new  cache  of  Lafon  support¬ 
ers  in  the  community. 

Lafon’s  major  fundraiser  is  its  “A 
Jazzy  Night  in  June,”  sponsored  by  the 
Friends  of  Lafon. 

The  dinner,  dance  and  silent  auc¬ 
tion  is  held  annually  in  June.  Its  roster 
of  committee  members  includes  many 


segments  of  the  community.  “Jazzy 
Night  2002”  will  be  held  on  Friday, 

June  7  from  8-11  p.m.  in  the  Grand 
Ballroom  of  the  Radisson  Hotel,  1500 
Canal  St.,  New  Orleans,  La.  Honorary 
chairs  at  this  event  the  Honorable 
Lindy  Boggs,  Commissioner  Irma 
Muse  Dixon,  and  Angela  Hill. 

This  year’s  “Note  of  Distinction” 
award  recipient  is  football  folk  hero, 
Buford  Jordan.  Each  year,  someone 
from  the  community  who  has  been 
instrumental  in  furthering  the  good 
works  of  Lafon  is  chosen  to  receive  the 
award. 

Committee  members  are  asking  for 
the  support  of  the  United  Methodist 
community  and  others  wishing  to  con¬ 
tribute  items  for  the  silent  auction. 


ritan  Sunday 

;Lafon  Home  and  Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans 

Peoples  Community  Center:  devoted  to  children  ~ 


REV.  MARVA  L.  MITCHELL 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Since  1922,  Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center  has  been  a  place 
where  children  and  youth,  ages  6  months 
to  12  years,  receive  quality  care  at  an 
affordable  cost.  Peoples  offers  early  learn¬ 
ing  development  programs,  basic  growth 
skills,  and  nurturing  in  a  safe  and  healthy 
environment.  The  center  also  offers 
enrichment  programs,  academics,  recre¬ 
ation,  computer  work  study  and  parental 
guidance.  The  Good  Samaritan  Offerings 
given  annually  through  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  vital  to  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  this  important  center. 

The  history  of  Peoples  is  rich  in  its  her¬ 
itage  and  outstanding  reputation.  The 
center  continues  to  take  pride  in  its  ability 
to  train  young  minds  for  kindergarten,  the 
gateway  to  school  life  and  society  at  large. 

We  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  appre¬ 
ciation  to  the  seven  clergymen  and  two 
laymen  who  in  1918  had  the  vision  and 
insight  to  establish  an  outreach  ministry 
providing  aid  and  education  to  the  less 
fortunate.  Their  legacy  is  paramount  to 
our  mission  as  a  related  institution  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

The  primary  mission  of  Peoples  is  that 
of  a  ministry  devoted  to  children.  This 
ministry  provides  opportunities  for  par¬ 


ents  and  guardians  to  become  financially 
independent,  acquire  self-esteem,  partici¬ 
pate  in  Welfare  to  Work  Government 
Programs,  continued  education  on  all  lev¬ 
els  and  to  improve  quality  of  life  and  liv¬ 
ing.  Through  the  years,  all  aspects  of  our 
mission  have  been  accomplished,  but  not 
without  cost  and  concern. 

Like  years  past,  2001  brought  many 
challenges  to  Peoples  Center.  It  raises 
such  questions  as,  “What  is  the  future  of 
Peoples,  given  its  continual  cash  flow 
problems?”  “How  can  Peoples  meet  the 
new  requirements  mandated  by  its  major 
funding  sources  by  2003?”  “How  can 
Peoples  continue  to  be  competitive  in 
such  a  demanding  market  without  a 
change  in  the  manner  in  which  The 
United  Methodist  Church  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  carries  out  its  ministry  to  the 
poor  and  needy?”  If  Peoples  is  to  survive 
in  the  future,  prayerful  attention  should 
be  given  to  these  very  important  issues 
and  steps  taken  to  bring  resolve  in  the 
best  interest  of  all  concerned. 

Nearly  10  years  ago,  I  was  appointed 
Executive  Director  of  Peoples  Center. 
Without  the  support  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  United  Methodist  Churches, 
volunteers,  mission  groups,  United 
Methodist  Men,  United  Methodist 
Women,  the  Ruth  B.  Carter  Auxiliary  for 


Peoples,  and  other  caring  individuals, 
Peoples  would  not  be  in  ministry  today. 

I  thank  God  and  our  supporters  for 
allowing  me  to  minister  in  such  a  way  that 
Peoples  is  stronger  today  than  when  I 
started  10  years  ago.  However,  there  is 
more  work  to  be  done.  The  children  and 
their  families  need  all  of  us  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  their  lives.  I  ask  that  the  "People 
for  Peoples"  continue  to  do  all  they  can  to 
make  this  happen. 

Mr.  Johnny  Sneed,  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Peoples,  died  sud¬ 
denly  last  October.  He  served  on  the 
board  for  five  years.  He  was  devoted  to  the 
mission  of  Peoples,  and  will  be  missed. 

The  new  officers  for  the  16-member 
board  for  2002-2003  are:  Rev.  William 
“Bill”  Rowell,  president;  Joan  Brumfield, 
vice-president;  Iris  Spells,  treasurer;  and 
Nell  Ryals,  secretary. 

Last  year,  160  unduplicated  children 
were  served  at  the  center.  Our  2001  budg¬ 
et  of  $227,523.63  was  met,  while  the  2002 
budget  stands  at  $288,833.37. 

Peoples’  scriptural  motto  is  one  rooted 
in  its  mission:  “Train  up  a  child  in  the  way 
they  should  go,  and  when  they  are  old, 
they  will  not  depart  from  it.”  Proverbs  22:6 

Thank  you  Louisiana  Conference  for 
the  opportunity  given  to  me  to  serve  all  of 
God’s  People. 


Executive  Director  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell  and  a 
family  served  by  People's  Community  Center  in 
New  Orleans. 
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Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholars 


Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship  Students  at  both  Dillard  University  and 
Centenary  College  were  recently  pictured.  Standing  on  the  grounds  of  Dillard's  cam¬ 
pus  are  Tracy  Harris,  center  and  Romeka  Owens,  right.  Photographed  at  the  annual 
donor  luncheon  at  Centenary  College  at  left  were:  front  row,  Marcia  Clark,  Nancy 
Carruth  (financial  officer  for  the  scholarship),  Sarah  Williams,  Kathryn  McKay  and 
Chasity  Jackson.  Back  row,  Megan  Saucier,  Joseph  Robideaux,  Sarah  Stringer,  Jared 
Williams,  Jonathan  Hammett,  Andrew  Sutton,  Kristen  Middleton  and  Jennifer  Gipson. 
Missing  from  the  picture  is  Danielle  Rushing. 


UM  agency  calls  for  end  to  Israeli  occupation  in  order  for  peace  to  occur 


HERNDON,  Va.  (UMNS)  -  Israel  must 
end  its  occupation  of  Palestinian  territo¬ 
ries  in  order  for  peace  to  occur  in  the 
Middle  East,  according  to  the  United 
Methodist  agency  for  international 
social  witness  and  advocacy. 

“Israel  will  find  peace  and  security 
through  ending  the  illegal  occupation  of 


Palestinian  and  Arab  territories," 
declared  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  in  its  semi-annual 
meeting  March  14-17.  “Palestinian  secu¬ 
rity  and  peace  and  economic  stability 
will  be  found  behind  secure  borders  in  a 
civil  and  democratic  society.” 

The  board  also  called  for  “the  creation 


of  an  independent  Palestinian  state  as 
soon  as  possible.”  In  their  statement,  the 
voting  members  of  the  board  recognized 
that  “courageous  leaders”  within  both 
nations  are  at  work  on  those  goals.  The 
board  offered  its  support  and  prayers. 

The  board’s  declaration  affirmed  U.S. 
actions  in  support  of  the  United  Nations 


Security  Council  resolution  calling  for 
Israel  and  Palestine  to  live  side  by  side  as 
two  nations  each  within  secure  and  rec¬ 
ognized  borders. 

“We  also  encourage  continued  United 
States  and  United  Nations  efforts  towards 
a  cease-fire  and  the  resumption  of  peace 
negotiations,”  the  document  stated. 


Hispanic  ministry,  from  page  7 


of  the  Hispanic  population  of  the  New 
Orleans  area.  Both  are  missionary  pas¬ 
tors  assigned  through  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  program  has  had  many  accom¬ 
plishments,  including  the  successful 
completion  of  their  second  year  of  GED 
and  ESL  (English  as  a  second  language) 
classes  for  Hispanics  and  Spanish  class¬ 
es  for  English-speaking  persons. 
Organizers  have  entered  the  third  year 
with  about  50  students  and  added  a 
class  on  preparation  for  U.S.  Citizenship. 

“The  church  has  experienced  an 
increase  in  attendance  in  Sunday 
Worship  Services  to  about  60  people. 
Fifty  children  are  also  attending  our 
Sunday  School  classes.  We  are  conduct¬ 
ing  prayer  services  once  a  week,  disci- 
pleship  courses  twice  a  month,  and 
women’s  discussion  groups  twice  a 
month,”  said  Pete  Aguila,  chairman  of 
the  Hispanic  ministry  project. 

Special  events  that  have  been  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  ministry  include  two  Health 
Fairs,  facilitated  with  the  assistance  of 
Tulane  Medical  Center  personnel. 

Nearly  350  people  benefited  from  the 
two  events. 

A  UMW  group  of  almost  50  women  is 
meeting  regularly  at  El  Mesias,  and  a 
UMM  group  is  in  the  process  of  being 
formed. 

The  Hispanic  ministry  continues  to 
conduct  two  weekly  radio  broadcastings 
in  Spanish.  Radio  station  ratings  indi¬ 
cate  that  more  than  10,000  people  are 


listening  to  the  programs,  hosted  every 
week  by  Rev.  Calvo.  Evangelical  in 
nature,  the  broadcasts  offer  time  for 
prayer  and  meditation,  as  well  as  biblical 
reflections.  The  programs  also  offer 
open-microphone  sessions  in  which  live 
telephone  calls  are  received  from  the 
audience.  Counseling  is  offered  to  those 
who  request  assistance. 

“We  are  hoping  to  establish  an 
Hispanic  Center  in  mid- city  New 
Orleans,  and  to  expand  the  church 
building  at  El  Messias.  We  would  like  to 
expand  Hispanic  ministry  to  the  Baton 
Rouge  district,  and  then  to  other  dis¬ 
tricts. 

The  ministry  will  seek  assistance  from 
VIM  teams,  and  will  continue  promoting 
Hispanic  Ministries  Advance  Specials,” 
said  Aguila. 

Financial  support  for  the  ministry  is 
becoming  even  more  critical  because  an 
existing  GBGM  grant  for  Hispanic 
Ministries  expired  in  2002. 

The  need  exists  to  emphasize 
Advance  Specials  promotions  and  other 
Conference  funds  for  Hispanic 
Ministries. 

The  2000  U.S.  census  indicates  that 
107,738  Hispanics  are  living  in 
Louisiana. 

It  is  suspected  that  the  real  popula¬ 
tion  is  more  than  200,000. 

For  more  information  on  El  Mesias 
UMC  and  Hispanic  Ministries,  call 
Maribel  Mojica-Calvo  at  (985)  651-4077 
or  (504)  439-4059  (cell  phone). 


Consultation  on  the 
Great  Commission 

Informed  by  great  preaching 


B  Teresa  Fry  Brown 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Wednesday,  April  3,  2:30  p.m. 
Emory  Conference  Center  Hotel 


Thomas  G.  Long 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Wednesday,  April  3,  7:30  p.m. 
Glenn  Memorial  UMC,  Atlanta 


Alice  Rogers 

Aldersgate  UMC,  Augusta,  GA 
JHj  Thursday,  April  4,  1 1 :00  a.m. 
yH  Cannon  Chapel,  Emory  University 


Grace  Imathiu 

First  UMC,  Green  Bay,  Wl 
Ch  SnK  Thursday,  April  4,  7:30  p.m. 

Decatur  First  UMC,  Decatur 

Mi 


Gail  O'Day 

Candler  School  of  Theology 
Friday,  April  5,  11:00  a.m. 

Cannon  Chapel,  Emory  University 


no 

photo 

available 


Andrew  Walls 

University  of  St.  Andrews,  Scotland 
Friday,  April  5,  7:30  p.m. 

Oak  Grove  UMC,  Atlanta 


April  3-6,  2002 

A  gathering  to  think  afresh 
about  mission  and  evangelism 


Sponsored  by: 

Candler  School  of  Theology 

United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 

United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship 

World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Institute 

Foundation  for  Evangelism 

For  information: 
call  404.727.0756 
e-mail  srates@emory.edu 
or  write:  Consultation, 
Candler  School  of  Theology, 
Emory  University, 

Atlanta,  GA  30322 


CANDLER 

SCHOOL  OF 

THEOLOGY 


EMORY 
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Several  special  events  were  celebrated  at  Oak  Grove  UMC  in  recent  months. The 
congregation's  third  annual  Songfest,  top,  was  held  on  church  grounds,  with  enter¬ 
tainers  hailing  from  Athens,  Homer  and  Minden.  The  First  United  Pentecostal 
Church  of  Minden  helped  out  with  the  sound  system,  keyboard  and  entertainers. 
Proceeds  from  the  Songfest  and  an  accompanying  chicken  spaghetti  dinner  went 
to  the  American  Red  Cross.  Oak  Grove  UMC,  along  with  Gibsland  UMC,  also  spon¬ 
sored  an  “Old  Fashion  Sunday,"  above,  with  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  a  sing-a- 
long  with  tunes  from  the  old  Cokesbury  hymnal.  A  revival  was  also  hosted  by  Oak 
Grove  UMC  and  Gibsland  UMC  under  an  old  fashioned  brush  arbor.  Evangelists  for 
the  revival  included  Rev.  Beth  Love,  Brother  Byrd  Terry,  Brother  Wayn  Evans  and 
Brother  Henry  Stone.  Celia  Jones,  Norma  Simpkins,  John,  Brenda  Blake,  Love  and 
Stone  presented  special  music  for  the  event. 


Everything  You  Ever  Wanted 
to  Know  About  VBS  2002! 

Sponsored  by  the  Ruston  District  Ministry  Team 
First  UMC,  Arcadia,  Monday,  April  8,  6-8  p.m. 

Preview  “God’s  Great  Gallery!”  from  Cokesbury 

Learn: 

-  How  to  plan  for  VBS  -  How  to  recruit  teachers  and  helpers 

-  How  to  implement  the  plan  -  How  to  publicize 

-  And  more! 

For  more  information  contact: 

Verna  Myers,  (318)  255-9452 
Vernamvers@earthlink.net 
Ruston  District  Office,  (318)  241-2690 


Dubach  United  Methodist  Church  recently  purchased  a  larger  home  for  a  parson¬ 
age  from  the  estate  of  the  late  William  and  Pricilla  Smith.  The  home  is  2,300  square 
feet,  has  a  two-car  garage,  and  is  located  on  the  main  residential  street  in  Dubach, 
which  is  a  more  visible  location. The  photograph  shows  the  front  of  the  home,  and 
heir  Pete  Smith  (left)  receiving  a  check  for  the  sale  of  the  property  Dubach  UMC's 
pastor.  Rev.  Jon  M.  Lord. 


Clergy  meeting  highlights  Caney  endowment 


The  Caney  Conference  Centre 
Endowment  Fund  was  the  highlight  of 
the  Tri-district  Clergy  Meeting  held  at 
the  Caney  Conference  Center  in  Minden 
Feb.  11. 

There  were  36  ministers  present  from 
three  districts.  Rev.  Terral  Lowe  gave  a 
brief  history  of  the  camp,  listed  improve¬ 
ments  made  in  the  past  10  years  and 
provided  information  about  the  endow¬ 
ment. 


The  cost  is  $7.92  per  member  per 
year  for  only  three  years.  This  amount 
will  generate  an  endowment  fund  of 
$1  million. 

The  proceeds  will  be  used  to  supple¬ 
ment  salaries,  fund  major  maintenance 
and  make  capital  improvements.  The 
Caney  Conference  Centre  Board  appre¬ 
ciate  the  generous  and  faithful  response. 
To  become  a  member,  please  mail  the 
funds  to  your  district  office. 


The  Arcadia  Sheriff's  Department  recently  donated  more  than  60  confiscated  coats 
to  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston.  President  Terrel  Deville  examines  one 
of  the  coats  with  Sheriff  John  Balance  as  Wesley  Bodie  and  John  Allen  look  on. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Ruston  District  Communicator: 

Rev.  loe  Hamilton 
RO.  Box  1658 
Hodge,  LA  71247 
(318)  259-2647 
djhamilton@iglide.net 
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Logansport  First  United  Methodist  Church  dedicated  its  new  Sanctuary  during 
Sunday  services,  March  3.  The  new  sanctuary  was  rebuilt  following  the 
destruction  of  the  former  one  during  the  1999  Easter  weekend  tornado.  Dr. 
William  Peeples,  Shreveport  district  superintendent  and  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  assisted  pastor  Rev.  Mark  Strickland  in  the  dedication,  thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  and  communion  services. 


Photo  by  Christie  Bevel 

Pennies  from  heaven 


Who  said  pennies  don't  count?  For  several  Sundays  the  children  at  Gilliam  United 
Methodist  Church,  above  with  pastor  Rev.  Emile  Rousseau  Jr.,  collected  pennies  for 
9/1 1  disaster  relief  during  children's  worship  time. There  was  a  competition 
between  the  boys  and  girls  to  see  who  could  raise  more  pennies. The  girls  were 
leading  every  week  until  the  last  Sunday  the  boys  brought  in  a  red  wagon  full  of 
pennies  and  won  the  "weigh  in."  47,394  pennies  or  a  total  of  $482.97  was  sent  to 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  designated  for  the  fund  in  New  York. 


The  Confirmation  Class  at  Love  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  recently  served  a 
meal  at  the  Shreveport-Bossier  Rescue  Mission  homeless  shelter.  New  church  mem¬ 
bers  Kevin  and  Carol  Martin  are  leading  the  class,  which  meets  weekly  this  spring. 
The  group  is  also  looking  forward  to  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center,  and  a  visit  to  the  Children's  Home  in  Ruston. 


Youth  at  Saint  James  United  Methodist  Church  wanted  to  do  a  fundraiser  for  a 
local  mission  project. They  had  a"Souper  Bowl  Offering"  and  donated  all  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  the  Saint  James  Day  Care  to  purchase  educational  materials.  Mary  Harris 
is  the  Youth  Coordinator  at  St.  James  UMC.  Pictured  above  are  Carlos,  Sanae', 
Whitney, Teykiah  and  Nicki. 


More  than  400  people  from  all  over  the  Shreveport  District  attended  the 
Leadership  Training  Jan.  28,  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport.  Lay 
members  came  to  learn  and  share  new  ideas  to  help  each  other  as  they  strive  to 
open  our  hearts,  our  minds  and  doors  in  Christ  to  others. 


Asbury  serves  more  than  1,000  meals  in  2001 


BY  JULIA  T.  HOLMES 

In  seeking  to  be  the  church  God  has 
intended  through  outreach,  invitation, 
and  nurture,  Asbury  UMC  celebrates 
being  in  mission  along  with  Brother 


Julius  Kennerson  as  sponsor  to  a  special 
committee  that  has  prepared  and  served 
1,158  dinners  to  the  sick,  elderly  and 
shut-ins  throughout  the  year  2001.  We 
are  blessed! 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Shreveport  District  Communicator: 


Mary  Jarvis 
169  Patton  Ave. 
Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
(318)  865-0465 
mjbeads@shreve.  net 


2002  Louisiana 
Annual 
Conference 
June  2-5 

Centenary  College 
in  Shreveport 
Theme:  “Faith  Sharing” 
Check  the  mails 
for  your  Housing 
Reservation  forms! 


Concert  to  benefit 
Habitat  for  Humanity 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  host  a  concert  to 
benefit  Habitat  for  Humanity  Sunday 
April  21  at  4  p.m.  in  conjunction  with 
the  local  Habitat  Building  Blitz. 

The  concert  will  feature  full 
orchestra  and  chancel  choir  accom¬ 
panying  pianist  Kevin  Chance,  sopra¬ 
no  Patricia  O’Neill  and  organist 
Richard  Webb  performing  Beeth¬ 
oven’s  Choral  Fantasy,  Mendelssohn’s 
Hear  My  Prayer  and  Rheinberger’s 
Organ  Concerto  under  the  direction 
of  Lamar  Drummonds. 

The  concert  is  free  and  open  to 
the  public.  A  voluntary  offering  will 
be  taken  to  support  Habitat  for 
Humanity. 
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Annual  Conference  walk  to  benefit  Hispanic  ministry 


The  first  annual  “Walk  for  Missions”, 
benefiting  Hispanic  Ministries  for  the 
conference,  will  be  held  on  Monday, 

June  3  at  the  2002  Louisiana  Annui 
Conference.  “Rise  up  and  Walk,”  this 
year’s  theme  for  the  event,  will  begin  at  6 
a.m.  in  the  Centenary  Fitness  Center, 
ending  at  8  a.m. 

Persons  who  volunteer  to  walk  are 
asked  to  obtain  sponsors  that  will  pledge 
an  amount  of  money  for  each  mile 
walked.  Walkers  are  needed  to  serve  as 
proxies  for  those  who  are  willing  to 


donate,  but  not  willing  to  walk.  Ten  laps 
on  the  indoor  track  equal  one  mile.  “We 
pray  that  individuals  will  be  moved  to 
participate  in  this  new  annual  confer¬ 
ence  undertaking  that  will  enhance  an 
important,  cutting  edge  ministry  serving 
our  annual  conference,”  said  Alonzo 
Campbell,  director  of  special  ministries 
for  the  conference. 

You  can  read  more  about  the  event  in 
the  upcoming  pre-conference  report,  as 
well  as  obtain  a  sponsor  sheet. 

Questions  may  be  directed  to  Pete 


Aguila,  adler4@aol.com,  or  Alonzo 
Campbell,  robumc@yahoo.com  or 
phone,  (225)  664-7979. 

Also  new  this  year  is  the  participation 
of  a  “conference  choir”  during  this  year’s 
annual  conference.  Anyone  may  serve  in 
the  choir,  and  can  obtain  their  music  by 
contacting  their  District  Office  for  assis¬ 
tance.  Rev.  Will  Andress,  director  of  the 
Centenary  College  Choir,  and  Rev.  Beth 
Love  will  direct  the  group,  which  will 
perform  at  the  Memorial  Service  on  June 
3  at  10:45  a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets 


More  than  100  volunteers  and  125  registered  helpers  worked  to  con¬ 
struct  1 7  ramps  for  the  disabled,  right,  for  homes  in  central  Louisiana 
during  the  third  annual  "Takin'  It  to  the  Streets,"  a  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  project.  John  Butterfield,  project  coordinator, 
worked  with  United  Methodists  from  churches  around  the  conference 
to  improve  homes,  including  that  of  Lee  Shelton,  above.  Partial  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  project  was  received  from  The  Rapides  Foundation,  with 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville  providing  some  matching 
funds.  For  more  coverage,  see  the  Alexandria  District,  page  7. 


Annual  Conference  petitions  must  arrive  by  May  24 


If  you,  your  church,  or  your  district  is 
planning  to  send  a  petition  to  the  thirty- 
second  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  June  2-5,  please  remember 
that  there  is  a  deadline  involved. 

According  to  our  conference  rules, 
“Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an  individ¬ 
ual  member  or  a  duly  elected  body  of 
the  local  church  or  a  district,  shall  first 
be  presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference.”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  A.  Committee  on  Petitions, 


page  234  of  the  Journal  of  the  31st 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  once  again  begins 
on  a  Sunday  (June  2). 

In  order  that  your  petition  (s)  might 
get  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions  in 
time,  please  send  by  U.S.  Mail  at  such  a 
time  that  they  will  be  received  by  Friday, 
May  24,  2002. 

Using  the  petition  form  that  is  includ¬ 
ed  in  your  pastor’s  and  lay  member’s 
pre-conference  report,  please  send  your 
petitions  by  U.  S.  Mail  to:  Rev.  Mike 


McLaurin,  chairperson,  Louisiana 
Conference  Committee  on  Petitions,  C/o 
University  United  Methodist  Church, 
3501  Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605. 

The  form  may  also  be  downloaded 
from  our  conference  web  site  at  www.la- 
umc.org. 

You  will  need  to  provide  the  confer¬ 
ence  nine  hundred  (900)  copies  of  the 
petition,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Conference  Office,  Room  #106  in  the 
Gold  Dome  at  Centenary.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  you  may  email  the  chair¬ 
person  at  Univumpastor@xspedius.net. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Song  of  Triumph  Has  Begun 


I  read  two  writings  this  week  that 
spoke  to  my  spirit.  One  was  from  the 
business  section  in  the  local  newspaper 
and  the  other  was  a  forwarded  devo¬ 
tional  thought  appreciated  by  a  friend 
in  North  Carolina.  It’s  interesting  that 
two  such  diverse  sources  approached 
the  same  subject  -  our  hurts  and  disap¬ 
pointments  and  how  we  must  and  can 
get  beyond  them. 

In  the  glow  of  Easter  services  and 
Resurrection  truths  that  have  filled  our 
hearts  once  more,  I  find  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  new  life  in  the  midst  of  trials 
and  tribulations  refreshing  and 
redeeming.  As  my  own  life  has  taken 
on  its  share  of  scars  and  bruises,  and  as 
I  hear  the  burdens  of  colleagues  and 
friends,  I  have  experienced  the  necessi¬ 
ty  of  finding  renewal  and  redemption 
in  our  day-to-day  journey  through  life. 

The  article  in  the  business  section 
was  based  on  a  two-step  program  of 
mental  health  offered  by  a  psychother¬ 
apist  friend  of  the  newspaper  article 
author.  That  two-step  program  is,  “Get 
over  it.  And  stay  over  it."  Sounds  a  bit 
harsh  doesn’t  it!  But  the  principle 
behind  the  abrupt  advice  is  sound. 
When  we  have  difficult  things  happen 
to  us  we  have  to  deal  with  it.  As  die 
author,  Rhonda  Abrams  points  out,  “old 
hurts  can  block  new  ideas,  new 
chances  for  success  or  happiness. 

When  we’re  stuck  in  the  past,  we  can’t 
move  forward.  To  improve  our  busi¬ 
nesses,  and  our  lives,  we  have  to  find  a 
way  to  forge  ahead.  So  no  matter  what 
failure  or  setback  we  encountered,  we 
have  to  learn  how  to  get  over  it.  Once 
we  do,  we  have  to  teach  ourselves  how 
to  stay  over  it.” 


“Getting  over  a 
hurt  means  trying  to 
figure  out  what  hap¬ 
pened  and  why.  It’s 
easier  to  move  for¬ 
ward  when  you  see 
what  you’ve  learned 
from  a  bad  situation, 
what  you’d  do  differ¬ 
ently  next  time,  what 
you  can  do,  if  any¬ 
thing,  to  make  it  bet¬ 
ter  now.  Perhaps  you 
need  to  apologize  to  those  you’ve 
wronged  or  forgive  those  who’ve  hurt 
you.  And,  if  necessary,  say  your  good¬ 
byes.” 

I  think  that  is  helpful  advice.  At  least 
it  is  to  me.  And  the  advice  Ms.  Abrams 
gives  for  staying  over  a  hurtful  situation 
is  also  helpful.  She  says  that  staying 
over  a  disappointment  or  painful 
wrong  is  most  difficult.  In  fact,  it  is 
more  than  just  trying  to  forget  some¬ 
thing  you  don’t  want  to  remember.  It  is 
important  to  remember  your  past,  what 
you’ve  learned,  what  you’ll  change. 

But,  she  cautions,  old  hurts  are  like 
scabs  -  they  heal  best  when  you  stop 
picking  at  them.  When  we  find  our¬ 
selves  dwelling  on  our  past  problems, 
we  need  to  have  an  internal  conversa¬ 
tion  with  ourselves  and  remind  our¬ 
selves,  “stay  over  it.” 

Her  closing  words  are  helpful.  “  ‘Get 


“We  are  aching,  with¬ 
out  knowing  it  perhaps, 
for  what  the  disciples 
received:  a  scar-born 
sign  that  life  and  hope 
will  win  the  battle.” 

over  it  -  and  stay  over  it.’  I’m  not  sure 
I’d  advise  you  to  use  those  words  the 
next  time  your  mate,  child  or  employee 
complains.  But  it’s  a  good  message  to 
give  yourself,  again  and  again.  Because 
once  you’re  over  those  old  defeats, 
you’ve  got  a  better  chance  for  new  vic¬ 
tories.” 

And  that  was  the  same  message  of 
the  devotional  thought  offered  by  Tom 
Ehrich.  His  whole  writing  centered  on 
the  beauty  of  spring  as  it  contrasts  with 
the  left  over  scars  of  winter.  In  fact,  he 
points  out,  it  is  the  scars  of  winter  that 
make  the  colors  of  spring  so  vivid. 

In  our  faith  life,  we  also  find  the 
beauty  of  knowing  the  light  of  Jesus 
mixed  with  the  scars  of  Jesus  and  our 
own  personal  scars.  Tom  Ehrich  writes, 
“I  remember  times  when  worship 
seemed  magical.  Preaching  was  from 
the  heart,  liturgy  and  song  were  done 
with  care.  But  what  made  the  magic 


was  the  manifest  presence  of  scars. 
People  dared  to  anoint  their  pews  with 
tears.  God’s  people  felt  the  pain  of  their 
lives  and  offered  it  up  to  God.  In  pews, 
people  held  each  other.  At  communion 
they  asked  for  healing.  It  was  nothing 
that  could  be  scripted.  It  just  hap¬ 
pened. 

“We  know  our  scars,  you  see.  We 
wake  up  to  them  every  day.  Yes,  we  put 
on  our  public  face;  we  go  about  our 
daily  rounds.  Someone  who  did  not 
look  closely  would  mistake  us  as  fine, 
just  fine.  Most  days  that  works. 

“But  there  are  times  when  we  ache 
for  understanding,  for  a  listening  ear,  a 
gende  touch,  a  smile  that  we  did  not 
have  to  earn.  There  are  times  when  we 
yearn  for  a  hand  across  the  brown 
lawn,  not  the  bright  pink  sparkle  of  the 
determined  cheer  giver,  but  a  shrub 
that  also  had  a  hard  winter  but  now  has 
found  new  life. 

“We  are  aching,  without  knowing  it 
perhaps,  for  what  the  disciples 
received:  a  scar-born  sign  that  life  and 
hope  will  win  the  battle.” 

It  all  spoke  to  me.  I  hope  in  my  dis¬ 
tilling  what  I  read  I  haven’t  taken  away 
its  ability  to  speak  to  you.  I  suspect 
your  journey  is  like  mine  and  that  you 
have  had  your  share  of  scar-filled  days. 
But  there  is  always  the  message  of 
Easter  ringing  true  -  “the  strife  is  o’er, 
the  battle  won.  The  song  of  triumph 
has  begun.  Alleluia!” 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Bishop's  messages  available  by  e-mail 


Upon  being  appointed  to  the 
Louisiana  Area,  Bishop  Hutchinson  stat¬ 
ed  that  he  wanted  to  be  able  to  use  the 
latest  technology  to  send  out  regular 
email  communications  to  the 
Conference. 

That  idea  is  now  a  reality  with  the 
start-up  of  the  Bishop’s  listserv  (online 
mailing  list)  in  February. 

On  a  regular  basis,  Bishop 
Hutchinson  will  be  sending  out  a  timely 
message  to  subscribers  via  email.  For 
directions  on  how  to  subscribe  and 
unsubscribe  to  the  lists,  simply  go  to  the 
Conference  website  at  <http://www.la- 


umc.org/ bemail.htm>  and  follow  the 
instructions.  Please  note  that  there  are 
separate  lists  for  clergy  and  laity. 

To  subscribe  to  the  clergy  list,  send  an 
email  with  SUBSCRIBE  in  the  subject 
line  to  <clergylist@la-umc.org>.  To  sub¬ 
scribe  to  the  laity  list,  send  an  email  with 
SUBSCRIBE  in  the  subject  line  to 
<laitylist@la-umc.org>.  Nothing  need  be 
written  in  the  body  of  the  message. 

This  is  a  read-only  list,  so  please  do 
not  try  posting  your  own  messages. 
Anything  sent  to  the  list  addresses  only 
goes  to  the  list  moderator,  not  to  the 
bishop  or  the  list  members. 


Uskichitto,  Camp  Istrouma  set  schedules 


2002  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 


Schedule: 

(Completed  Grades  Listed  Below) 
Elementary  I  Grade  4-5  June  10-14 
Junior  High  I  Grade  6-8  June  17-21 
Senior  High  Grade  9-11  June  24-28 
Pre-Camp  Discovery 

Grade  2-3  July  8-10 
First  Time  First  Grade  Camp 

Grade  1  July  11-12 
Elementary  II  Grade  4-5  July  15-19 
Jr.  High  Adventure  (Canoe  Trip) 

Grade  6-8  July  22-26 

Olde  Time  Family  Camp  and  Camp  Meetings 
August  30-Sept.  2 

Come  for  the  day,  come  for  the  weekend. 


Stay  in  a  cabin,  the  RV  park,  or  a  tent. 

Your  family  and  friends  will  cherish  the 
memories  of  the  spirit-filled  weekend. 

Call  (337)  738-4218  for  cost  and  other  details. 


2002  Camp  Istrouma  Schedule 

(Completed  Grades  Listed  Below) 
Younger  Elementary 


Grade  2-3 

June  24-27 

Older  Elementary  I 

Grade  4-5 

July  15-19 

Older  Elementary  II 

Grade  4-5 

July  29-Aug.2 

Junior  High  I 

Grade  6-7 

July  8-12 

Junior  High  II 

Grade  6-7 

July  22-26 

Senior  High 

Grade  8-12 

June  17-21 

Call  (225)  261-2089  for  cost  and 

1  other  details. 

CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


APRIL 

13  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop  La.  Conference  Center 

14  Special  Offering:  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 

20  Volunteers  in  Mission  Disaster  Response  Training  La.  Conference  Center 

20  Latin  Festival  El  Mesias  UMC,  Kenner 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJWl 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 

Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 
Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646.  (225)  383-2652  fax 


You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Mark  your  calendar:  May  5, 2002  Is  YSF  Sunday 


Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  the 
United  Methodist  mission  fund  support¬ 
ed  by  youth.  YSF  provides  a  way  for 
youth  to  be  in  real  ministry  with  each 
other. 

United  Methodist  teens  raise  money 
for  other  teens  doing  ministry  in  their 
churches  and  communities  impacting 
poverty,  illiteracy,  delinquency,  and 
social  justice. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 


Youth  raised  $17,523.03  in  2001  for  YSF. 
Recipients  of  the  YSF  grants  for  2002 
were  “Jammin'  With  Jesus"  an  outside 
music  festival  sponsored  by  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  Youth  Team;  Lake  Charles 
District  Youth  Worker  Resource  Library; 
Lucid  Soule  Band  evangelism  outreach 
through  music;  Paracletia,  Inc.  providing 
confidential  compassionate  pastoral 
care  for  male  and  female  adolescents  in 
recovery  and  adolescent  pregnancy  and 


delivery  issues  while  incarcerated; 
“Water  Crossing”  youth  band  formation; 
and  Weekend  of  the  Cross  is  a  youth 
mission  opportunity. 

An  Offering  may  be  accepted  on  May 
5  or  any  other  Sunday  your  church  des¬ 
ignates  as  YSF  Sunday.  Offering 
envelopes  may  be  ordered  from  the 
Conference  office  at  no  cost  to  you. 
“Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition”  cer¬ 
tificate  may  be  obtained  to  honor  some¬ 


one  in  a  special  way  by  giving  a  gift  to 
YSF.  (See  related  article  for  additional 
information  on  these) 

If  you  would  like  additional  informa 
tion,  please  contact  Director  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  1-888-239  5286  or  225-346 
1646  or  email:  laconf@bellsouth.net  or 
write  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 

Web  page:  http:/ /www.la-umc.org 


Louisiana  Youth  and  Churches  Contribute  $17,523 


Churches  contributing  through 
monthly  remittance  form  listed  below: 

Acadiana  -  $628.00 
First  Houma 
First  Lafayette 
First  New  Iberia 
Louisiana  Memorial 
St.  Mark,  Opelousas 
Port  Barre 
Trinity 

Alexandria  -  $960.00 

Asbury,  Natchitoches 

Emanuel 

Fellowship 

First  Boyce 

First  Natchitoches 

First  Pineville 

First  Winnfield 

Nolley  Memorial 

Newman 

St.  Mark’s,  Alexandria 
Wilton 

Horseshoe  Drive 
ML  Zion,  Alexandria 
Trinity 

Wesley,  Booneville 
Oak  Grove 

Baton  Rouge  -  $2048.37 

Beech  Grove 

Bluff  Creek 

Broadmoor 

Camphor  Memorial 

Carpenter’s  Chapel 

Clear  Creek 

First  Baton  Rouge 

Gonzales 

Jefferson 

Lutcher  Chapel 

Lutcher 

Meadows  Chapel 
Moses  Chapel 
St.  Andrews 
St.  Francisville 
St.  Mark 
Zachary 
Slaughter 
Tunica 


Top  Ten  Churches 
in  giving  for  2001: 

St.  Luke-Simpson,  Lake  Charles 
’Jefferson,  Baton  Rouge 
’University,  Lake  Charles 
’First  Monroe 
St.  Paul’s,  Monroe 
Christ,  Shreveport 
’First  Natchitoches 
St.  Mark,  Baton  Rouge 
Nolley  Memorial,  Jena 
First  New  Iberia 

’One  of  the  Top  Ten  Churches  in  2000 


Andrew  Chapel 
First,  Baker 

Lake  Charles  -  $2886.55 

First  Leesville 

First  Lake  Charles 

Hackberry 

Henning  Memorial 

Holly  Grove 

Jennings 

Mallalieu 

Oak  Park 

Roanoke 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

University 

Wesley-Sulphur 

First,  Crowley 

Branch 

DCYM 

Monroe  -  $1046.50 
Crowville 
First  Monroe 
St.  Paul’s-Monroe 
Asbury,  Monroe 
Lawson  Chapel 


New  Orleans -$731.18 

Belle  Chasse 

First  LaPlace 

Luling 

Gretna 

Munholland 

Shaw  Temple 

St.  Luke’s 

St.  Matthews 

Thompson 

Cornerstone 

Peck 

First  Street 

North  Shore  -  $1094.67 
Bush 

Elizabeth  Sullivan 

First  Covington 

First  Denham  Springs 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion 

Lee’s  Landing 

Centenary 

Independence 

Amite 

Loranger 

Fisher 

Live  Oak 

Roberts 

Ruston  -  $425.83 
Arcadia 
Haynesville 
Mt.  Mariah 
Mt.  Zion 
Oak  Grove 
Trinity-Ruston 
Wesley  Chapel 
Pleasant  Valley 
Salem 
Memorial 
Gibsland 

Shreveport  -  $2091 .57 

Bayou  Scie 

Belcher 

Bethel 

Bonchest 

Broadmoor 

Caddo  Heights 

Christ 


.03  To  YSF  in  2001 

Coushatta 

Crossroads 

Ellerbe  Road 

Fairview 

First  Bossier  City 

First  Shreveport 

Gilliam 

Grace  Community 

Hosston 

Ida 

Keithville 
Lakeview 
Logansport 
Man  gum 
McDonald 
Momingside 
Pelican 
Plain  Dealing 
Shady  Grove 
St.  James 

St.  Paul-Shreveport 
Vivian 

Walker’s  Chapel 

Zwolle 

Hall  Summit 

First,  Mansfield 

Pleasant  Hill 

Asbury 

Barksdale 

Love  Chapel 

Mt.  Zion,  Shreveport 

Round  Grove 

St.  Lukes 

Summer  Grove 

Trinity 

Haugnton 

Norm  Highlands 

Wesley  Chapel 

Other -$561 0.36 
Sr.  High  Retreat 
DCYM  Training 
Fall  Convocation 
Jr.  High  Retreat 
Sales 

Please  continue  or  begin  to 
CONTRIBUTE  to  Youth  Service 
Fund  in  2002! 


SAMPLE  YSF  OFFERING  ENVELOPE 

To  help  your  congregation  donate  to  YSF 

They're  FREE  and  AVAILABLE  from  the 
Conference  Office! 

To  Be  Used  on  May  5th,  Order  By  April  20th!!! 


Call  or  e-mail  Conference  Youth  Director  Carloyn  Dove  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  cadove@bellsouth.net 


Louisiana  Conferen c&NOW! 


Clockwise  from  above:  The  North  Shore 
District  donated  the  most  money  of  any  dis¬ 
trict  for  YSF  during  the  Junior  High  Retreat 
#2  held  Nov.  30-Dec.  2, 2001.  Junior  High 
Retreat  #2  participants  donated  $1151. 

The  Monroe  District  donated  the  most 
money  of  any  district  for  YSF  during  Senior 
High  Retreat  #2  held  March  1-3rd. 
Participants  of  Senior  High  Retreat  #2 
donated  $1548.90  during  the  weekend.  The 
Conference  Senior  High  Retreats  recorded 
a  record  registration  of  573  and  $3917.61 
donated  to  YSF! 

The  Acadiana  District  donated  the  most 
money  of  any  district  for  YSF  during  Senior 
High  Retreat  #1  held  Feb.  22-24th.  Senior 
High  Retreat  #1  participants  donated  the 
most  money  ever  raised  for  YSF  -  a  whop¬ 
ping  $2368.71!! 

Edward  Long,  First  Denham  Springs  and 
Eric  McFarland,  youth  director  at 
Broadmoor  in  Shreveport  put  into  practice 
the  art  of  having  a  "relationship';  the  theme 
for  the  Conference  Senior  High  Retreats 
held  in  February  and  March. 

The  Acadiana  District  donated  the  most 
money  of  any  district  for  YSF  during  the 
Junior  High  Retreat  #1  held  November  9- 
11,2001.  Junior  High  Retreat  #1  partici¬ 
pants  donated  $1433.05. 


YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  RECOGNITION 

If  you  would  like  to  honor  someone  in  a  special  way,  why  not  consider 
giving  a  gift  of  $20  or  more  to  missions  in  the  form  of  “A  Youth  Service 
Fund  Recognition.”  Example  at  right.  Please  copy  this  form  and  fill 
out  a  separate  form  for  each  person  being  honored. 

Send  the  completed  form  with  your  contribution  of  $20  or  more  to: 

YSF  Recognition  Phone:  (225)  346-1646  x225 

527  North  Blvd.  Fax;  (225)  383-2652 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  E-mail:  cadove@bellsouth.net 

Honoree  Name: _ 

Your  Name: _ _ _ Phone  ( _ )_ _ 

Address: _ _ _ 

City- - Zip  Code: _ 

Church: - .Amount  Donated  $ _ 


A  YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  RECOGNITION 

has  been  awarded  to 

by  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

^  for  the  mission  of  the  church  has  been 

forwarded  to 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Youth  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 


loutn  Service  bund  Committee 

Date 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 

Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 

APRIL  13,2001 
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A  Quick 
Guide 

tovsr 

by  Sarah  Hoekwater 


The  United  Methodist  Youth  Service  Fund,  commonly 
known  as  YSF,  is  a  way  United  Methodist  youth  can  connect 
to  benefit  other  youth  in  need  all  around  the  world.  It  is  a 
primary  tool  for  ministry  by  youth  for  youth.  Who  gets 
involved?  Who  benefits?  Who's  in  charge?  What  difference 
can  youth  make  through  YSF?  Here's  your  quick  guide  to 
lasting  results: 


WHO  GETS  INVOLVED? 

YOUTH— AND  YOU! 

Everyone  from  anywhere  can  be  involved  in  YSF.  Youth  are 
the  primary  financial  contributors,  but  they  need  to  be 
informed,  which  means  you  as  a  youth  worker  have  a  role 
to  play,  too.  A  local  church  youth  group  can  tithe,  giving 
ten  percent  of  the  money  to  Youth  Service  Fund  when  they 
are  fundraising  for  their  own  needs,  for  example.  The  group 
can  do  a  fundraiser  specifically  for  YSF.  Or  youth  can 
pledge  individually. 


WHO  BENEFITS?  YOUTH! 


The  simple  answer  is  the 
youth — youth  from  all  over 
the  world.  See  the  list  of  projects 
on  this  page. 

In  The  United  Methodist  Church 
are  local,  district,  conference, 
jurisdiction,  and  national  levels 
within  the  United  States. 
Internationally,  there  are 
districts  and  conferences  that 
get  together  to  form  central 
conferences,  which  are  very 
similar  to  our  jurisdictions.  All 
of  these  levels  have  contact  with 
each  other  through  general 
boards,  which  are  like  the 
"world-level"  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 


of  funds 

remain  in 

annual 

conferences 

for  youth 

ministry 

projects 


of  funds 
are  shared  with 
the  UM  Youth 
Organization 
for  distribution 
in  the  United 
States  and 
around  the 
world  (see  list) 


Most  of  these  levels,  in  the  US 

especially,  have  their  own  Youth  Service  Fund,  as  well  as 
their  own  youth  counterpart  of  this  level  of  their  church. 
These  youth  counterparts  and  YSFs  almost  always  work  side 
by  side.  Each  year,  the  annual  conference  divides  the 
money  raised  throughout  the  conference.  They  hold  onto 
seventy  percent  of  it.  A  committee  of  youth  decide  how  to 
distribute  the  funds  for  youth  ministry  projects.  Some  of  it 
stays  in  the  annual  conference,  and  some  of  it  has  to  go 
outside  the  annual  conference. 


Check  out  the  Web  at  www.la-umc.org  for  more  information  on 
creative  YSF  FUNdraising  ideas  and  inserts  for  your  church 
bulletin  that  welcome  and  educate  members  on  YSF  Sunday. 


The  other  thirty  percent  of  this  whole  is  designated  to  go  to 
the  United  Methodist  youth  counterpart  in  the  United 
States,  known  as  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Organization 
(formerly  NYMO).  What  this  breaks  down  to  is  that,  of  the 
almost  half  million  dollars  youth  in  the  United  States  raised 
yearly,  thirty  percent  goes  to  The  United  Methodist  Youth 
Organization's  level  of  Youth  Service  Fund.  Once  it  arrives, 
it  goes  towards  national  and  international  mission,  along 
with  promotion  such  as  applications,  brochures,  and 
informational  videos  that  are  of  use  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  on  every  level. 

WHO'S  IN  CHARGE?  YOUTH! 

The  types  of  committees  who  distribute  Youth  Service  Fund 
money  are  similar  on  most  levels  of  the  church.  In  every 
annual  conference,  as  well  as  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Organization,  the  committee  that  distributes  Youth  Service 
Fund  money  is  called  the  Project  Review  Committee.  Project 
Review  consists  of  five  youth  and  one  adult.  The  group  is 
ethnically  and  geographically  diverse.  Many  other  levels  of 
the  church  have  a  similar  committee  of  youth  to  distribute 
the  YSF  money  that  they  raise. 

WHAT  DIFFERENCE  CAN 
YOUTH  MAKE? 

YSF  needs  the  support  of  all  United  Methodist  youth  to  be 
as  effective  as  possible.  Did  you  know  that  if  every  United 
Methodist  teenager  would  give  up  one  soft  drink  and 
seventy-five  cents  to  YSF  every  three  months,  we  would 
raise  $2,250,000  from  that  source  alone?  If  committed  UM 
youth  gave  that  much  money  to  YSF  every  week,  we  could 
say  "YES!"  to  six  times  more  life-saving,  life-changing 
projects. 

Just 

2  =  $2,250,000 

three 
months 

Wouldn't  it  be  amazing  to  see  a  ministry  like  this  thriving 
through  the  youth  of  The  United  Methodist  Church?  It  is 
possible,  but  it  takes  a  commitment  from  everyone,  right  down 
to  local  churches.  Then  more  youth  around  the  world  would 
experience  the  wonderful  love  and  grace  of  God,  through  youth 
who  care  and  contribute  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

By  January  1,  2002,  the  Youth  Organization  will  have 
available  a  new  Youth  Service  Fund  video  explaining  YSF 
and  highlighting  some  of  the  most  recent  projects  funded. 
This  will  be  a  great  tool  for  use  in  local  congregations  to 
spread  the  word  about  the  ministry  of  youth  around  the 
country  and  the  world.  Contact  the  Youth  Organization 
office  at  615-340-7184  or  toll  free  at  877-899-2780, 
extension  7184,  for  a  copy  today. 

Sarah  Hoekwater  served  as  Youth  Service  Fund  Chair  for  NYMO  for 
1999-2000.  A  senior  in  high  school,  Sarah  is  from  Concord,  Michigan. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  YouthNet,  Spring  2001,  ©UM  Publishing  House. 
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March  15-17  were  ramp-building  days  for  members  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville. Together  with  United  Methodists  from  churches  around  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  more  than  100  volunteers  and  125  registered  helpers 
worked  to  construct  1 7  handicapped  ramps  for  homes  in  central  Louisiana.  A  part 
of  VIM's  "Taking  it  to  the  Streets,"  the  Pineville  church  received  a  grant  for  partial 
funding  from  The  Rapides  Foundation.  John  Butterfield  was  instrumental  in  the 
grant  application.  First  UMC  provided  some  matching  funds.  Above,  Babs 
Hawthorne,  Debbie  Morrison  and  Ann  Searcy  load  lunches  to  be  taken  to  the  work 
sites.  Members  of  Oak  Grove  UMC  and  Effie  UMC  work  at  a  ramp  site  in 
Alexandria,  top. 


Before  Sandi  Rabalais  joined  FUMC-Alexandria  she  asked  to  begin  a  fitness  min¬ 
istry  as  a  part  of  her  pledge  of  gifts  and  service.  Her  offer  was  accepted  immedi¬ 
ately.  More  than  35  persons  attended  the  first  class  of  "FirstFitness"  indicating  the 
need  for  such  activities.  Pictured  are  participants  in  "FirstFitness"  exercising  to 
music  as  they  begin  class. 


Nolley  youth  persevere  to  purchase  van 


BY  ELOISE  COX 

With  the  leadership  of  youth  direc¬ 
tors  and  youth,  and  after  four  years  of 
activities  including  activities  such  as 
church-wide  rummage  sales,  a  com¬ 
munity-wide  musical  sponsored  by 
choir  director,  pianist  and  members 
of  Nolley  Chancel  Choir,  and  special 
donations  from  a  very  supportive 
church  family,  funds  were  sufficient 
for  the  purchase  of  a  15-passenger 
van  to  be  used  by  all  church  groups. 

The  selling  of  an  older  youth  van 
and  bus  to  form  the  “Transportation 


Fund”  provided  seed  monies  for  the 
project. 

All  donations  and  profits  from  the 
fundraisers  were  deposited  to  this 
fund. 

In  addition  to  fun  trips,  the  Nolley 
youth  use  the  van  for  their  mission 
projects,  special  UMY  events  and 
meetings. 

Present  UMY  director,  Mrs.  Marcia 
Cooksey  and  former  director  Mrs. 
Brenda  Wright  were  very  involved 
with  this  project.  Rev.  Mark  Benge,  Sr. 
serves  Nolley  as  pastor. 


A  group  of  nine  students  from  Wilkes  University  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania 
spent  their  spring  break  in  central  Louisiana.  They  served  as  volunteers  for  Habitat 
for  Humanity.  FUMC-Alexandria  was  the  host  church  for  the  group.  Meals  were 
provided  by  Trinity  UMC  and  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC.  They  are  pictured  with  Rev. 
Francey  Hooten  who  along  with  District  Missioner  Rev.  Dick  Hooten  hosted  the 
group  for  dinner  at  the  parsonage. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Alexandria  District  Communicator: 

Miriam  Brown 
3200  Messina  Rd. 

Boyce,  LA  71409 
(318)  445-9035 


8 


Louisiana  Conference Nfllft! 


April  12,2002 


Community  gardens 'hit  a  lick' against  poverty  and  stress 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


Del  Ketcham,  a  hunger  relief  advocate  with  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  says  he  finds  a 
"spiritual  dimension"  to  working  at  the  Edgehill  Community  Garden  in  Nashville, Tenn. 
Community  gardens  have  been  around  for  decades.  But  the  idea  is  just  now  gathering 
steam  among  religious  leaders  who  see  it  as  a  potential  grass-roots  force  for  fighting 
social  ills  like  poverty  and  the  decline  of  farmland. 


BY  RAY  WADDLE 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  It 
sounds  like  an  innocent  idea,  but  a  revo¬ 
lutionary  one  too:  Get  people  together 
and  start  a  garden,  a  community  garden, 
a  church  garden. 

Dig  in  the  dirt  and  relieve  stress.  Grow 
enough  food  to  feed  the  neighborhood. 
Cultivate  a  plot  and  replenish  farmland. 
And  hit  a  lick  against  poverty:  Establish 
gardens  so  poor  people  can  raise  then- 
own  nutritious  produce  and  sell  the  sur¬ 
plus  to  local  markets. 

Start  a  garden  and  change  the  world. 

Recently  in  Nashville,  a  room  full  of 
people  -  gardeners,  preachers,  hunger 
advocates,  crusaders  -  got  an  earful  on 
the  ‘hows’  and  ‘whys’  of  community  gar¬ 
dening,  gardens  started  at  churches  and 
community  centers. 

"There’s  a  spiritual  dimension  to  it,” 
said  Del  Ketcham,  a  hunger  relief  advo¬ 
cate  who  helped  organize  the  meeting  at 
West  End  United  Methodist  Church  in 
February.  "There  you  are  in  the  middle 
of  the  city,  and  helicopters  might  be 
overhead  and  sirens  going  by,  but  there’s 
no  greater  feeling  of  peace  than  to  be 
working  in  that  garden.” 

Community  gardens  have  been 
around  for  decades.  But  the  idea  is  just 
now  gathering  steam  among  religious 
leaders  who  see  it  as  a  potential  grass¬ 
roots  force  for  fighting  social  ills  like 
poverty  and  the  decline  of  farmland. 

In  places  like  Nashville,  the  commu¬ 
nity  gardening  movement  is  fledgling, 
still  trying  to  sprout.  A  few  local  commu¬ 


nity  centers  host  gardens,  and  a  shorter 
list  of  churches  do.  So  organizers  were 
delighted  at  the  session  turnout  -  45 
people. 

Advocates  believe  it’s  time  that  con¬ 
gregations  step  forward  to  start  commu¬ 
nity  gardens. 

"I  invite  you  to  become  stewards  of 
your  land,  and  that  means  to  become  a 
gardener,”  said  Julie  Berbiglia,  an  organ¬ 
ic  garden  specialist  at  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  in  Nashville. 

“Taking  care  of  creation  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  stewardship.” 

A  church  could  easily  create  a  garden 
in  an  unused  comer  on  the  grounds  or 
on  a  rooftop,  advocates  said.  Or  com¬ 
bine  with  another  congregation  and 
start  one  at  a  suitable  off-site  location.  A 
one-eighth  acre  community  garden  can 
be  as  productive  as  a  two-acre  plot  of 
conventional  farmland,  they  estimated. 

“Forgive  me  for  saying  ‘hell,’  but  we 
need  to  raise  a  litde,”  said  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Henderson,  a  farmer-minister 
whose  quivering  voice  revealed  his  pas¬ 
sion  about  the  subject.  “The  health  of 
our  country  is  at  stake.” 

Henderson,  based  in  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  (regional)  Conference, 
is  on  a  crusade  for  the  future  of  agricul¬ 
ture.  He  establishes  community  gardens 
in  inner-city  poverty  zones,  usually 
vacant  lots.  The  gardens  provide  nutri¬ 
tious  food  for  neighborhoods  that  don’t 
have  access  to  fresh  produce  or  grocery 
stores.  The  gardens  also  supply  soup 
kitchens.  And  they  encourage  job  skills. 


The  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home 

Board  of  Directors 
Invites  you  to  attend  the 
Centennial  Garden  Picnic 
April  25,  2002 


As  we  celebrate  100  years  of  ministry  to 
Louisiana's  Children 


Events  Schedule 

2  p.m.  Tours  of  Scott  Building 

3  p.m.  Consecration  of  Scott 
Building 

4  p.m.  Centennial  Book 
Presentation 

5  p.m.  Dining  and  Fellowship 
6:15  p.m.  Sealing  of  Time 
Capsule 

Catering  by  Bill  Cox 

RSVP  (Toll  Free)  866-255-5830 


Makin'  Groceries, 


“I  can  now  shop  for  groceries  again 
for  the  first  time  in  three  gears. 
Thank  you,  Methodist  Hospital,  for 
restoring  mg  independence!” 


jUsfrt 
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Ann  Vicknair 

Methodist  Hospital  Patient 


If  you  experience  chronic  swelling  in 
your  feet,  legs  or  other  areas  of  your 
body,  you  may  be  suffering  from 
lymphedema.  Methodist  Hospital’s 
Manual  Lymph  Drainage  massage 
therapy  can  reduce  swelling  that 
hinders  you  from  living  a  productive 
lifestyle. 


Call  244-5438  for  more  information 
or  a  free  consultation. 


m  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Blvd.  •  New  Orleans,  LA  70127  •  (504)244-5100  •  www.pmmh.org 


Conference  Youth 
Director  position  open 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
is  seeking  a  full-time  director  for  our 
conference  youth  ministries  to  facili¬ 
tate  spiritual  growth  opportunities 
for  youth  at  the  conference  and 
denominational  level,  and  to  provide 
resources  and  training  for  districts 
and  local  churches. 

Individual  should  have  a  deep 
faith  that  can  be  communicated  easi¬ 
ly  to  youth,  solid  organizational  skills, 
creativity  and  compassion,  and  the 
ability  to  work  as  a  team  member  of 
the  conference  staff. 

Individual  must  have  experience 
with  youth  ministry,  a  bachelor’s 
degree  with  formal  training  in  semi¬ 
nary,  Christian  education  and/or  cer¬ 
tification  in  youth  ministry. 

Please  send  resume/  inquiries  to 
Dr.  Rena  M.  Yocom,  527  North  Blvd, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  or 
laconfry@bellsouth.net.  Fax  number 
is  225-383-2652.  Toll  free  phone 
number  is  (888)  239-5286. 


Pre-Conference  Report 
now  available  on  Web 

Your  2002  Pre-Conference  Report 
is  now  available  on  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Website.  You  may  access 
this  report  in  the  following  manner: 

Log  on  to  conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org. 

Click  on  the  Pre-Conference 
Report  link. 

Follow  the  directions  on  this  page 
for  accessing  Pre-Conference  Report. 

If  you  are  unable  or  unwilling  to 
access  the  Pre-Conference  Report 
from  the  web  site,  printed  copies  are 
available  through  your  District  Office 
or  at  your  pre-conference  briefing 
session.  Please  remember  to  bring 
your  report  to  the  pre-conference 
briefing  and  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  session. 


□  Baton  Rouge 
District  /  4 
D  Lake  Charles 
District  /  5 
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Pre-Conference  training  sessions  scheduled  for  districts 


In  order  to  help  prepare  members  for 
the  2002  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions  have 
been  scheduled  for  each  of  the  nine 
Louisiana  districts. 

These  events  will  provide  information 
regarding  various  key  issues  that  will  be 
presented  before  the  Annual  Conference 
this  year. 

The  sessions  will  also  provide  mem¬ 
bers  the  opportunity  to  ask  questions 
regarding  matters  that  are  of  significant 
interest  and  concern  to  them  and  their 
churches.  The  dates,  times  and  locations 


of  these  district  events  are  listed  below. 

Acadiana  District  training  will  be  held 
Sunday  May  5,  from  5:30  -  7  p.m.  at 
Northwood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette. 

Alexandria  District  training  will  be 
held  Monday  May  6,  from  6  -  7:30  p.m. 
at  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria. 

Training  for  the  Baton  Rouge,  New 
Orleans  and  North  Shore  Districts  will 
be  held  Sunday  May  5,  from  4-6  p.m.  at 
First  UMC,  LaPlace. 

Lake  Charles  District  training  will 
held  Sunday  May  5,  from  2:30-4  p.m.  at 


First  UMC,  Lake  Charles. 

Monroe  District  Training  will  be  held 
Sunday  May  19,  from  2-3:30  p.m.  at  First 
UMC,  Monroe. 

Ruston  District  Training  will  be  held 
Sunday  May  19,  from  4:30-6  p.m.  at 
Arcadia  UMC. 

The  Shreveport  District  will  have  two 
training  sessions. 

Cluster  A  will  be  held  Monday  May  20, 
from  7-8:30  p.m.  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Cluster  B  will  be  held  Tuesday  May  21, 
from  7-8:30  p.m.  at  First  UMC,  Mansfield. 


Creating  a  'New  Situation' 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 

A  former  welfare  recipient,  Karen  Sanders  became  a  cosmetologist 
after  completing  training  at  New  Situations,  Inc.,  an  outreach  ministry 
of  Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  The  pro¬ 
gram  offers  more  than  job  training.  "It's  a  great  place  to  learn  how  to 
get  a  new  start  in  life,"  Sanders  said.  Pictured  at  right:  Executive 
Director  Clarence  Gilyard,  Cornerstone  pastor  Rev.  James  Haynes  and 
CFO/Treasurer  Godwin  Ndukwe. 


Church's  outreach  ministry  helps  put  people  back  to  work 


BY  ROBERT  MILLER 

“I  love  my  job  because  it’s  like  hav¬ 
ing  another  family  here,  a  real  home 
away  from  home.”  That’s  the  feeling 
expressed  by  Karen  Sanders,  a  former 
welfare  recipient  who  is  now  a  cosme¬ 
tologist  for  Southern  Haircutters. 

Sanders  got  her  new  job  after  com¬ 
pleting  a  local  nonprofit  job  develop¬ 
ment  and  placement  program  called 
New  Situations  Inc. 

The  organization,  located  at  7045 
Read  Blvd.,  Suite  104,  is  a  community 
outreach  ministry  of  Lake  Bullard’s 


Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans.  Its  primary  mission  is 
to  train  welfare  recipients  to  become 
productive  employees  and  contribu¬ 
tors  to  society.  In  addition  to  employ¬ 
ment  training,  program  participants 
are  provided  with  life  skills  instruction, 
employment  placement  and  job  reten¬ 
tion  support. 

“New  Situations  taught  us  how  to  go 
and  apply  for  a  job,  keep  a  job  and  how 
to  handle  situations  that  may  arise  on 
the  job,”  Sanders  said.  “They  also 
helped  me  find  a  better  way  to  handle 


family  situations  to  get  a  more  positive 
outcome.  It’s  a  great  place  to  learn  how 
to  get  a  new  start  in  fife.” 

New  Situations,  Inc.  began  in  the 
fall  of  2001  with  a  startup  grant  of 
$10,000  from  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Foundation.  The  program 
has  a  contract  with  the  Louisiana 
Social  Services  Department’s  Office  of 
Family  Support  to  provide  four  weeks 
of  employment  training  services  to 
each  of  its  participants. 

See  New  Situations,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Have  Crosier,  Will  Travel 


“Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop” 
was  a  great  success.  The  annual  event, 
held  at  the  Conference  Center,  was 
teeming  with  members  of  current 
Confirmation  Classes  and  with  adults 
who  brought  them.  I’m  guessing  there 
were  some  600-700  in  attendance.  The 
weather  was  perfect,  the  atmosphere 
was  charged  with  excitement,  and  the 
music  was  filled  with  energy  and  drive. 

1  think  everyone  had  a  very  positive 
experience.  At  least  I  know  I  did. 

As  I  was  getting  ready  for  the  event  I 
was  requested  to  bring  my  crosier  (the 
staff  of  a  bishop  or  abbot)  with  me.  I 
have  an  absolutely  beautiful  crosier, 
made  for  me  by  a  man  here  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  presented  to  me  on  the  day 
of  my  formal  installation  as  bishop  of 
the  Louisiana  Area  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  not  only  is  beau¬ 
tiful,  it  is  large!  It  is  some  8  feet  tall  and 
makes  a  dramatic  statement.  I  tell  you, 
I  can  be  seen  coming  from  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  away  when  I  am  carrying  it  in  my 
hand! 

Of  course  I  had  to  put  it  in  the  back 
of  my  vehicle  to  get  it  to  the  Conference 
Center.  Even  in  my  SUV  it  extended 
almost  into  the  front  seat!  As  we  were 
driving  on  the  highway  I  wondered 
what  people  driving  behind  and  along¬ 
side  us  might  be  thinking  about  that 
strange  object  in  the  car.  It  isn’t  every 
day  you  see  a  crosier  being  transported 
down  the  highway. 

It  made  me  wonder  about  the  possi¬ 
ble  implications  of  such  a  happening. 
Here  I  was  like  Paladin  of  the  old  televi¬ 


sion  series,  “Have 
Gun,  Will  Travel.” 

Only  in  my  case  it  is 
a  crosier  that  is  mak¬ 
ing  the  rounds.  And 
while  it  is  not  some¬ 
thing  often  seen, 
maybe  it  should 
become  more  of  an 
everyday  event. 

What  do  you  think 
people  would  do  if  I 
walked  into  the  gro¬ 
cery  store  carrying  my  crosier?  Or  into 
the  mall?  Or  into  the  casino?  Or  even 
into  a  local  church  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing?  I  suspect  the  attitude  and 
demeanor  of  people  who  see  it  might 
be  radically  altered. 

I  certainly  notice  that  people  treat 
me  differently  when  I  have  on  my 
“bishop’s  shirt,”  my  purple  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  shirt  with  the  starched  white  collar 
that  encircles  my  neck.  If  I  added  the 
crosier  I  know  people  would  adjust 
their  attitude  even  more.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  how  an  obvious  presence  of  what  is 
perceived  to  be  “holy”  changes  the 
mood  and  tenor  of  all  around  us.  The 
haunting  question  is  why  does  that 
have  to  be  done  with  bold  statements 
by  the  symbols  of  the  faith?  Why  isn’t 


“Shouldn’t  we  live  life  as 
if  we  were  sporting  a 
crosier  in  our  hand  at  all 
times  and  assume  people’s 
demeanor  will  be  affected 
by  who  we  are  and  how  we 
represent  our  faith?” 

our  personal  presence  alone  enough  to 
make  a  difference  in  how  people  act 
and  react  in  regard  to  life?  Shouldn’t  we 
live  life  as  if  we  were  sporting  a  crosier 
in  our  hand  at  all  times  and  assume 
people’s  demeanor  will  be  affected  by 
who  we  are  and  how  we  represent  our 
faith? 

When  I  enter  the  grocery  store,  I  am 
no  less  an  ambassador  for  Christ  with¬ 
out  a  crosier  than  I  would  be  with  one. 
When  I  walk  down  the  corridors  of  the 
mall,  my  Christian  commitment  should 
be  very  visible  to  all  with  whom  I  speak 
and  with  whom  I  interact  in  any  way. 
When  I  go  into  the  casino  (which  I  don’t 
do,  but  maybe  I  should!)  I  shouldn’t 
have  to  be  carrying  a  crosier  to  make  a 
Christian  statement.  And  for  heaven’s 
sake  (literally!)  I  should  not  have  to 


wear  my  cross  around  my  neck,  or 
carry  my  Bible  in  a  well-worn  cover,  or 
even  boldly  sport  my  crosier  for  others 
to  know  just  how  seriously  I  take  this 
spiritual  journey  and  how  deeply  it  has 
altered  and  enhanced  my  life!  That 
should  be  obvious  by  my  treatment  of 
people,  the  spring  in  my  step,  the  spiri¬ 
tual  glow  of  my  countenance,  and  my 
consistent  behavior  that  is  reflective  of 
a  Christ-changed  life. 

Maybe  if  I  always  carry  my  crosier  in 
the  back  end  of  my  car  I’ll  be  a  little 
more  conscious  of  people’s  perception 
of  how  I  drive  and  who  I  am.  But  I  real¬ 
ly  shouldn’t  depend  on  the  presence  of 
that  beautiful  piece  of  wood.  All  I  need 
depend  on  is  the  constant  presence  of 
my  personal  savior.  That  presence 
should  be  signal  enough  to  the  entire 
world  as  to  who  I  am  and  what  I  repre¬ 
sent. 

I  can’t  carry  the  crosier  with  me 
everywhere.  But  I  can  carry  the  spirit  of 
Christ  with  me  everywhere.  I  hope  the 
next  time  I  see  you  that  my  faith  will  be 
visibly  evident,  even  if  you  don't  have 
the  foggiest  notion  as  to  who  I  am,  even 
though  I  won’t  be  carrying  my  crosier. 
Lord,  make  me  an  instrument  of  your 
peace. .  .your  love. .  .your  joy. .  .your 
presence.... even  without  my  crosier! 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Sojourner  Truth  center  preserves  history  of  Underground  Railroad 


BY  KATHY  GOOLIAN 

ADRIAN,  Mich.  (UMNS)  — Adrian  College  is 
introducing  a  state-of-the-art  facility  that  uses  mod¬ 
em  technology  to  preserve  the  history  of  Michigan’s 
Underground  Railroad.  The  Sojourner  Truth 
Technical  Training  Center  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
the  country. 

Both  Michigan  and  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  strong  connections  with  the  Underground 
Railroad  -  the  channel  by  which  slaves  escaped 
from  the  South  and  were  secretly  transported  to 
Canada  during  the  19th  century.  Many  Methodists 
were  involved  in  the  Underground  Railroad. 

One  slave  who  escaped  from  Tennessee,  Jermain 
Loguen,  later  became  a  bishop  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church. 

Probably  the  most  famous  “engineer”  of  the 
Underground  Railroad  was  Harriet  Tubman,  a  Zion 
Methodist.  She  helped  about  300  slaves  escape  by 
making  some  19  trips  into  the  South. 

In  Lenawee  County,  Michigan,  Laura  Haviland  is 
remembered  for  running  the  Underground  Railroad 
station  at  Adrian.  She  housed  runaway  slaves  in  her 
home,  at  one  point  taking  six  slaves  to  safety  in 
Canada.  She  briefly  belonged  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  slavery  issue  split  the 
Michigan  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  so  she 
joined  the  Wesleyan  Methodists.  A  statue  of 
Haviland  stands  before  city  hall  in  Adrian. 

Visitors  to  the  Sojourner  Truth  Center  are  learn¬ 
ing  how  to  use  the  most  advanced  technology  avail¬ 
able  to  document  the  Underground  Railroad  net¬ 
work  of  people,  places,  and  artifacts.  The  center’s 
training  program  will  allow  researchers,  scholars 
and  historians  to  digitize  their  historical  informa¬ 
tion  and  post  it  on  the  Web. 

"The  Sojourner  Truth  Technical  Training  Center 
is  the  culmination  of  a  three-year  project,”  says 


Professor  Kimberly  Davis,  director  of  the  center. 

“Three  years  ago,  the  state  of  Michigan  funded  a 
pilot  project  to  develop  a  multi-relational  database 
on  the  Underground  Railroad,”  she  says.  “When  I 
started,  it  was  going  to  be  a  model  for  Lenawee 
County. 

"As  we  demonstrated  what  we  had  done  at  con¬ 
ferences  nationwide,  a  wider  interest  developed,” 
Davis  says.  "There  had  not  been  one  of  this  type 
ever  done  in  the  U.S.  We  moved  toward  providing  a 
database  for  the  state  of  Michigan.” 

The  technical  training  center  was  started  last 
November,  she  says.  “Its  primary  purpose  is  to  teach 
individuals  how  to  use  the  technology  to  document 
Underground  Railroad  sites  and  people  with  arti¬ 
facts  in  the  state  of  Michigan.” 

The  center  is  located  in  Dean  Hall  on  the  campus 
of  the  United  Methodist-related  college. 

“Adrian  College  is  a  partner  in  this  project,”  Davis 
says.  “We  have  a  combination  of  partnerships  that 
reflects  the  whole  Underground  Railroad  as  a  net¬ 
work.” 

The  school  itself  was  founded  by  an  outspoken 
abolitionist,  Asa  Mahan,  she  notes. 

The  training  center  is  a  collaboration  between 
Adrian  College,  the  Sojourner  Truth  Institute  of 
Battle  Creek  and  Heritage  Battle  Creek  Research 
Center,  and  the  International  Network  to  Freedom 
Association,  based  in  Washington.  Other  funding 
sources  include  the  Lenawee  County  NAACR 

Some  of  the  Adrian  College  staff  will  be  partici¬ 
pating,  and  work-study  students  will  work  in  the 
center  as  Freedom  Scholars. 

“We  held  our  first  training  symposium  in 
January,”  Davis  says.  “It  involved  20  individuals  who 
went  through  hands-on  training  using  the  labs  at 
Adrian  College:  how  to  use  the  database,  how  to  use 
digital  cameras,  how  to  use  scanners.” 


Kimberly  Davis  (right)  helps  her  daughter  Mariama  Walters,  age 
1 6,  with  a  video  camera  at  the  Sojourner  Truth  Technical  Training 
Center  at  Adrian  (Mich.)  College. The  center  hosts  a  series  of 
workshops  called  the  "Terminus  Project,"  in  an  effort  to  provide 
worldwide  access  to  Michigan's  Underground  Railroad  history. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Ricardo  Thomas/AIM 
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Church  members  visit  D.C. 


Members  of  the  Roadrunners  from  Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baker 
recently  visited  the  nation's  capital  and  met  with  Louisiana  Congressman  Richard 
Baker. 


BY  IVAN  DEVALL 

The  Roadrunners,  a  seniors  group 
from  Blackwater  UMC,  had  an  unex¬ 
pected  adventure  in  Washington, 

D.C.,  last  October  when  the  second 
anthrax  attack  occurred  as  they 
toured  the  National  Cathedral. 

The  group  was  visiting  the  cathe¬ 
dral  prior  to  a  scheduled  meeting 
with  Congressman  Richard  Baker,  a 
Blackwater  UMC  member,  when  they 
received  notice  of  the  attack. 

“We  were  scheduled  to  meet 
Congressman  Baker  on  the  Capitol 
steps,"  tour  group  leader  Peggy  Hunt 
recalled.  “He  had  just  learned  of  the 
attack,  but  didn’t  know  exactly  where 
we  were  at  the  time.  Richard  went 
out  of  his  way  to  locate  us.  His  office 
called  the  tour  organizer  in  Miss¬ 
issippi  and,  when  we  got  back  to  the 
bus,  the  driver  told  us  that  the  meet¬ 
ing  on  the  Capitol  steps  had  been 
cancelled  and  that  we  were  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Congressman  Baker’s  office 
instead." 

“Heightened  security  levels  were 


already  in  place  at  the  time,”  Ms. 

Hunt  said. 

“We  saw  concrete  barricades 
around  many  of  the  buildings.  People 
were  streaming  out  of  Congressman 
Baker’s  office  as  we  approached  the 
budding  entrance,  and  we  were  told 
that  our  group  would  be  turned 
away.” 

The  meeting  with  Baker,  who  is 
personal  friends  with  many  in  the 
group,  proceeded  routinely  and  with¬ 
out  evidence  of  panic  in  Baker’s  staff 
or  in  the  25  people  from  the 
Roadrunners. 

Baker  informed  the  group  about 
pending  legislation  that  might  affect 
his  district  and,  on  two  occasions  dur¬ 
ing  the  meeting,  had  to  leave  briefly 
for  votes  in  progress  on  the  house 
floor. 

The  Roadrunners  take  day  trips 
once  each  month  and  an  occasional 
overnight  trip.  Anyone  interested  in 
traveling  with  the  group  can  call 
Peggy  Hunt  at  the  church  office.  The 
phone  number  is  261-4646. 


r - _______ - —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -i 

j  Ask  and  you  shall  receive!  \ 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness 
i  in  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  i 
and  you  will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass 
i  the  form  along  to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News!  i 
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I  Church  I 

I  Enclosed  is  my  check  for  I 
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■  O  $25  (Two  years) 

I  Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOWI,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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New  Situations,  from  page  7 


Since  Dec.  6,  when  New  Situations 
received  its  first  referral  from  the 
Gentilly  District  Office  of  Louisiana 
Family  Support,  “Eighty  percent  of  the 
65  or  so  participants  who’ve  completed 
our  program  have  been  placed  in  com¬ 
petitive,  full-time  employment  opportu¬ 
nities,”  said  Clarence  Gilyard,  executive 
director  of  New  Situations,  Inc. 

Gilyard  developed  the  concept  for  his 
church’s  program  using  his  expertise  as  a 
former  administrator  for  the  California 
Department  of  Rehabilitation.  His 
Spartan  staff  in  eastern  New  Orleans 
consists  of  only  four  other  people.  One 
staffer,  Charles  Hilliard,  like  Gilyard,  is  a 
volunteer  and  serves  as  a  placement 
specialist. 

Gilyard  said  employers  throughout 
the  nation  are  hiring  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  former  welfare  recipients,  but  the 
results  have  been  mixed. 

“Published  job  retention  figures  range 
from  30  to  85  percent,  and  long-term 


employee  satisfaction  estimates  are  even 
more  difficult  to  evaluate,”  he  said.  “An 
effective  employment  training  program 
is  a  key  to  success.” 

Sanders  isn’t  the  only  New  Situations’ 
graduate  to  give  the  program  high  marks. 

“They  showed  me  how  to  operate  a 
computer  and  they  took  a  caring  interest 
in  helping  me  find  my  true  skills  and 
better  myself,”  said  Shenetta  Payton, 
now  employed  by  a  local  telecommunia- 
tions  company  as  a  sales  and  office 
manager. 

The  other  members  of  the  New 
Situations’  staff  are  Trenzetta  Barabin 
and  Fay  Baker,  placement  specialists; 
and  Carole  Jones,  secretary  and 
receptionist. 

For  information  on  the  employment 
training  program  for  welfare  recipients, 
call  (504)  240-0146,  or  e-mail: 
NewSituations21@JUNO.com. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  The 
Times-Picayune. 


Layman  connects  church  men  with  mission 


Editor’s  note:  The  following  article  is 
reprinted  from  the  April  2002  edition  of 
Interpreter  magazine. 

President  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  United  Methodist  Men,  Joe 
Kelley,  62,  is  known  for  greeting  people 
with  the  question,  “Has  anyone  told  you 
that  they  love  you  today?” 

Kelley  puts  his  own  love  for  God  and 
humanity  into  action  by  leading  men’s 
groups  in  at  least  10  national  mission 
efforts  including  Hope  for  Hearing,  the 
Heifer  Project  and  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew. 

He  has  also  organized  men’s  groups 
to  manage  the  Sager- Brown  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  depot 
and  to  transport  children  of  jailed  and 


prison  inmates  to  summer  camp. 

Kelley’s  primary  work  is  developing 
men  spiritually.  “He’s  one  of  the  leading 
architects  of  an  effort  to  encourage 
men’s  groups  to  engage  in  activities  and 
studies  that  strengthen  or  enrich  their 
spiritual  lives,”  says  Joe  Harris,  top  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  General  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Men. 

A  full-time  traveling  salesperson, 
Kelley  is  a  certified  lay  speaker  who  has 
visited  more  than  300  churches. 

“Joe  stands  nearly  seven  feet  tall,  but 
it  is  hard  to  see  his  towering  height 
because  he  is  usually  bent  over  helping 
someone,”  says  I^arry  Malone,  director  of 
national  men’s  ministry  for  the  church¬ 
wide  men’s  commission. 


2004  General  Conference  theme  chosen 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (UMNS)  — 
Combining  the  biblical  imagery  of  bap¬ 
tism  and  Pentecost  with  the  three  rivers 
that  converge  at  the  site  of  the  2004 
General  Conference,  planners  for  the 
top  legislative  assembly  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  chose  as  the  confer¬ 
ence  theme,  “Water  Washed  and  Spirit 
Bom.” 

The  theme,  approved  April  1 1  by  the 
16-member  Commission  on  the  General 
Conference,  is  taken  from  the  words  of 
the  hymn  “Wash,  O  God,  Your  Sons  and 
Daughters”  by  Ruth  Duck,  in  the  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

We  your  people  stand  before  you, 

Water  washed  and  Spirit  bom. 

By  your  grace,  our  lives  we  offer. 


Re-create  us;  God,  transform! 

In  supporting  the  theme,  commission 
members  agreed  they  wanted  words 
that  call  for  church  unity,  signify  General 
Conference  as  an  overtly  Christian  gath¬ 
ering  and,  if  possible  give  a  nod  to  the 
Pittsburgh  locale  for  the  assembly,  to  be 
held  April  26-May  7,  2004.  The  symbols 
of  water  answer  those  needs,  the  panel 
agreed.  A  logo  to  accompany  the  theme 
will  be  developed  by  June  1,  the  group 
decided. 

The  commission  agreed  to  distribute 
advance  materials  in  five  languages: 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  French,  German 
and  English.  This  comes  in  response  to  a 
mandate  from  the  2000  General 
Conference. 


Part-Time  Children's  Minister 

Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church  is  searching  for  a  Part- 
Time  Children’s  Minister.  ‘Love  being  with  children’  is  pri¬ 
mary  requirement.  The  job  consists  of  a  few  hours  per  week, 
working  with  children  from  3  to  8  years  of  age,  planning  and 
leading  Sunday  School,  Church  School  and  creative/education¬ 
al  play.  Call  (225)  344-9100  for  information. 
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Scouts  celebrate... 

Scout  Sunday  at  Jackson  United  Methodist  Church  included  Boy  and  Girl  Scouts. 
Kelsey  Tomb  helped  to  collect  the  offering.  United  Methodists  showed  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  youth  through  support  of  the  Boy  and  Girl  Scout  programs.  Jackson 
UMC's  Scout  Sunday  honored  the  scouts  and  their  leaders.  Pictured  (left  to  right) 
are:  back  row.  Scout  leader  Kevin  Tomb,  Hunter  Creed,  Kevin  Owen,  Jacob  Wymore, 
Scout  leaders  Becky  Newsom  and  Butch  Trahan;  middle  row,  Seth  Tullos,Trey 
Torrance,  Chad  Owens  and  Bryan  Wymore;  front  row,  Taylor  Tullos,  Landon  Tomb, 
Kelsey  Tomb,  Hayley  Harrington  and  Krysten  Newsom. 


"JammirYwith  Jesus!"  reaches  out  to  youth 


Prayer  and  song  opened  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  youth  concert, 
“Jammin’  with  Jesus!”  with  keynote 
speaker  and  singer  Matt  Neely. 

Stephanie  Thomas,  president  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  Committee 
Youth  Ministry  welcomed  the  crowd 
of  approximately  300  people.  The 
event  was  held  at  Blackwater  UMC  in 
Baker.  Three  outdoor  stages  were  set 
up  for  the  13  performing  groups. 

The  performers  included:  Matt 
Neely,  Broken  Chains,  I-Witness, 
STAY,  Galilee  Baptist  Church,  Brad 
McCoy’s  skits  &  dancers,  J -Walkin’, 
Pure  Life,  Dorris,  Lucid  Soule,  Tech 
Wesley,  Asbury,  Randy  &  Joe  from 
First  Baptist  Church. 


District  Youth  Coordinator 
Veronica  Pritchard  reported  that  a 
communion  service  ended  the  day 
with  each  participant  receiving  a  rock 
symbolizing  that  Jesus  is  the  rock  on 
which  to  build  our  lives  and  that  Jesus 
Rocks! 

“Our  goal  was  to  reach  out  to  youth 
all  over  Baton  Rouge  and  to  glorify 
God  through  the  youths’  talents  and 
gifts.  TJiis  was  very  much  achieved,” 
said  Pritchard. 

“We  not  only  had  youth  from 
Baton  Rouge,  but  they  also  came  from 
Shreveport,  Alexandria  and  Lafayette, 
to  name  a  few.  Everyone  had  such  a 
great  time,  there  have  been  requests 
by  many  to  do  it  as  an  annual  event.” 


District  lay  ministry  courses  offered 


Lay  Speaking  Ministries  Courses  2002 

Youth: 

Plug  into  the  Power  by  Tom  Everson 
(Designed  for  12  to  18  year  olds  interest¬ 
ed  in  church  leadership.  Sessions  will 
integrate  Scripture  and  skills  in  the  areas 
of  service,  prayer,  and  principles). 
Instructor:  Ms.  Amy  Newsom,  Youth 
Director- St.  John’s  UMC 

Basic: 

Lay  Speaking  Basic  Course  2001-2004  by 
Jack  Gilbert  &  Nan  Zoller 
(Required  orientation  focusing  on  the  3 
key  aspects  of  lay  speaking  ministry: 
leading,  caring,  communicating). 
Instructor:  The  Reverend  Jesse  L.  Means, 
Pastor  of  New  Hope-Concord  UMCs 

Advanced: 

Lay  Speakers  Lead  Bible  Study  by  Evelyn 
Laycock 

Required  Text:  Introducing  the  Bible  by 
William  Barclay 

(Helps  lay  speakers  become  skillful  and 
knowledgeable  on  how  to  teach  and  lead 
Bible  study) 

Instructor:  The  Reverend  David  J. 
Sheehan,  Pastor  of  Jackson-Ethel  UMCs 
La y  Speakers  Lead  Prayer  by  Jim  Roy 
Required  Text:  Dimensions  of  Prayer: 
Cultivating  a  Relationship  with  God 
(Teaches  lay  speakers  how  to  do  prayer 
ministry,  the  key  to  healing  and  whole¬ 
ness). 

Instructor:  The  Reverend  Bernadine 
Johnson,  Director  of  Mission  Resourcing 
and  Member  of  Francis  Asbury  UMC 


Lay  Speakers  Interpret  to  Others  Our 
United  Methodist  Heritage  by  Chester  E. 
Custer 

Required  Text:  The  United  Methodist 
Primer  (Focuses  on  the  theological 
beliefs  and  membership  vows  with 
emphasis  on  lay  ministry  in  the  congre¬ 
gations,  communities,  and  the  world). 
Instructor:  The  Reverend  Stephen  C. 
Fleming,  Pastor  of  First  UMC- 
Plaquemine 

Lay  Speakers  Lead  in  Evangelism  by 
Shirley  F.  Clement  and  Roger  Swanson 
Required  Text:  The  Faith- Sharing 
Congregation  (Participants  learn  how  to 
share  their  faith.  Emphasizes  the  evan¬ 
gelistic  task  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
entire  congregation  -  clergy  and  laity 
together. 

Learns  about  hospitality  and  personal 
relationships). 

Instructor:  The  Reverend  E.  Andrew 
Goff,  Pastor  of  Wesley  UMC 
The  deadline  for  registration  is  May  10. 
Checks  should  be  payable  to  the  BR 
District  Office. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Baton  Rouge  District 
Communication  Advisor: 

Lynn  Sheehan 
RO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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District  gathers  for  laity  picnic 


Over  350  people  gathered  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  for  the  United  Methodist 
District  Laity  Picnic. The  event  is  held  annually  to  recognize  the  contributions  that 
United  Methodist  members  offer  their  respective  churches,  community  and  God. 
Musical  talents  were  offered  by  J-Walking,  a  local  Contemporary  Christian  band, 
and  Welsh  Memorial  UMC  children's  choir. The  message  was  provided  by  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  from  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Keeping  with  the  Lenten  sea¬ 
son,  the  Bishop  spoke  about  our  'palms'  and  what  they  do  for  and  against  Christ  in 
our  daily  walk  with  the  Lord. The  day  concluded  with  a  BBQ  chicken  dinner  and 
games  for  all  ages. 


Nuts  and  Bolts  workshop  a  success 


On  Saturday,  April  6,  2002,  about  70 
people  representing  five  districts  gath¬ 
ered  to  explore  the  “Nuts  and  Bolts”  of 
small  membership  churches.  Sponsored 
by  the  Lake  Charles  District,  the  event 
was  hosted  by  Kinder  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Doug  Ezell,  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent,  led  the 
opening  worship  session,  with  Rev.  Bob 
Emmanuel  leading  the  music.  Next,  the 
participants  rotated  through  five  classes, 
each  covering  a  different  aspect  of  min¬ 
istry.  The  classes  included  Evangelism, 
led  by  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard;  Worship,  led 
by  Rev.  Bob  Emmanuel;  Nuts  and  Bolts, 
led  by  Rev.  Jerry  Johnson;  Youth  Ministry, 
led  by  Rev.  Roger  Templeton;  and 
Generation  X,  led  by  Rev.  Lisa  Turnbull. 


The  day  ended  in  worship  with  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  giving  the  message. 

The  response  and  evaluation  of  the 
Nuts  and  Bolts  workshop  was  over¬ 
whelmingly  positive.  One  comment 
was,  “It’s  so  nice  to  learn  from  people 
who  are  in  the  trenches  each  and  every 
day.” 

Other  remarks  included,  “Do  it 
again!”  and  “People  should  attend  from 
all  of  our  churches.”  Participants  left 
with  useful  ideas  and  materials  which 
can  easily  be  implemented  within  their 
own  churches. 

Thanks  to  the  planning  committee, 
the  presenters,  Dr.  Ezell,  Bishop 
Hutchinson,  and  the  people  of  Kinder 
FUMC,  the  day  was  a  huge  success! 


NOMADS  finish  painting  Merryville  UMC 


The  NOMADS  under  the  direction  of 
project  leaders  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Todd 
of  Rapid  City,  SD  completed  painting 
Merryville  United  Methodist  Church  this 
March.Their  generous  gifts  of  service 
and  witness  at  Merryville  were  greatly 
appreciated.  The  Todd’s  were  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Janet  and  Ray  Aumon  of  Kiaoga 
Falls,  Ohio. 

Both  couples  have  given  many  hours 
to  the  work  of  the  NOMADS.  Their  proj¬ 
ect  assignments  have  ranged  from  reno¬ 
vating  housing  in  low  income  neighbor¬ 
hoods  to  missions  in  Haiti,  Honduras, 
and  Liberia  to  the  Rio  Grande.  In  addi¬ 


tion  to  these  couples,  tliree  NOMADS- 
Bob  Nothdruft  and  the  Fergusons- 
joined  them  in  painting  Merryville  UMC. 

NOMADS  are  a  United  Methodist 
Advance  Special  project  to  wliich  dona¬ 
tions  may  be  made.  NOMADS  have 
been  called  “numerous  old  Methodists 
avoiding  deep  snow”  according  to  Todd. 
However,  they  were  founded  in  1989  by 
two  couples  .  The  first  NOMAD  project 
had  six  couples  on  it.  Started  in  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction,  the  NOMADS 
are  now  a  national  organization  with 
twelve  hundred  active  participants.  The 
participants  pay  their  own  expenses. 


How  many  Methodist  Men  does  it  take  to  barbecue  a  chicken?  Kenny  Cochran,  Bill 
Hauskins,  Fred  Fanta  and  Bill  Hess  are  just  part  of  the  group  that  prepared  600 
chicken  halves  March  21  for  a  regular  cookout  that  supports  the  payment  of 
apportionments  at  Westlake  United  Methodist  Church.  Marian  Benson,  chairman 
of  the  barbecue  commitee  said,  "We're  famous  in  the  area  for  our  barbecue  din¬ 
ners.  We  can  usually  sell  600  tickets-about  as  many  dinners  as  we  can  prepare." 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
I-ake  Charles  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine 
RO.  Box  578 
DeQuincy,  LA  70633 
(337)  786-6691 
cvolentine@aol.com 
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UMCOR  launches  long-term 


response  to  Sept.  1 1  attacks 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  Using 
nearly  $20  million  raised  in  donations, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  is  launching  a  long¬ 
term  plan  to  address  the  impact  of  the 
Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks. 

Specific  proposals  -  ranging  from  the 
creation  of  a  New  York-based  program  to 
assist  the  secondary  victims  of  the  World 
Trade  Center  attacks  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  field  office  in  Kabul, 
Afghanistan  -  were  approved  by 
UMCOR  directors  during  the  April  15-18 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 


of  Global  Ministries,  its  parent  body. 

Bishop  Lindsey  Davis  of  the  Atlanta 
Area,  UMCOR’s  president,  told  board 
directors  that  $19.8  million  had  been 
raised  to  date  through  UMCOR’s  “Love 
in  the  Midst  of  Tragedy"  Fund.  He  said 
he  has  been  “excited  and  humbled”  by 
the  generosity  of  United  Methodists  in 
the  aftermath  of  the  attacks. 

“We  are  committed  to  long-term 
recovery,”  he  added.  “We  have  chosen  to 
focus  our  attention  on  those  who  some¬ 
times  fall  through  the  cracks.” 

John  Scibilia,  director  of  the  Sept.  1 1 


response  for  Lutheran  Disaster  Relief  in 
the  New  York  area,  told  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  directors  that,  in  general,  vari¬ 
ous  organization  and  funds  have  contin¬ 
ued  to  assist  those  who  experienced  a 
loss  of  life  or  permanent  injury,  loss  of 
their  residence,  use  of  their  residence  or 
who  had  mental  health  needs. 

The  gaping  hole,  Scibilia  said,  is  the 
"unmet  needs  of  those  who  have  been 
economically  impacted.”  For  example,  at 
least  75,000  jobs  have  been  lost  in  the 
New  York  area  since  September.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  lower  wage  earners,  those  seek¬ 


ing  help  include  middle-class  workers 
whose  unemployment  insurance  and 
savings  have  been  depleted,  he  added. 

He  urged  United  Methodists  to  play 
an  active  role  in  local  recovery.  That  is  a 
key  element  of  UMCOR’s  plan.  But  in  its 
response,  the  relief  agency  also  is  work¬ 
ing  at  the  national  level,  through  proj¬ 
ects  promoting  interfaith  dialogue  and 
trauma-response  training  for  those 
working  with  children,  and  internation¬ 
ally  with  a  focus  on  the  people  of 
Afghanistan. 

UMCOR’s  openness  to  a  global 
response  to  the  Sept.  1 1  tragedies 
impressed  Thomas  Kemper,  an  UMCOR 
director  who  lives  in  Germany.  He 
helped  initiate  contact  with  Diakonie 
Werk,  the  main  Protestant  relief  agency 
in  Germany,  which  is  currently  cooper¬ 
ating  with  a  Swiss  organization  and 
Turkish  agency  tc  provide  emergency 
relief  along  the  Afghan-Iran  border  and 
in  Kandahar.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Germany  was  a  founding 
partner  of  Diakonie  Werk  and  UMCOR 
has  committed  a  total  of  $500,000  so  far 
for  its  Afghanistan  project. 

Davis  told  directors  that,  combined 
with  grants  used  for  the  more  immediate 
response  last  fall,  the  adoption  of 
UMCOR’s  long-term  plan  brings  the 
total  designated  amount  to  just  over  $16 
million.  Remaining  funds  will  be  desig¬ 
nated  later.  Although  fine-tuning  is 
expected,  “this  plan  is  our  discernment 
of  the  direction  God  would  have  us  go,” 
he  said. 

UMCOR  directors  allotted  $5  million 
for  the  three-year  New  York  program, 
“People  Centered  Long  Term  Recovery,” 
which  the  agency  considers  to  be  one  of 
its  strengths.  The  focus  is  on  secondary 
victims  of  Sept.  11. 

“Traditionally,  it  is  the  role  of  the  faith 
community  to  reach  out  to  special  pop¬ 
ulations,  which  are  more  vulnerable  to 
disaster,”  the  project  proposal  stated. 
“These  include  the  elderly,  disabled, 
poor,  non-English-speaking,  undocu¬ 
mented,  children,  single  parents  or  care¬ 
givers  and  other  non-mainstream 
groups.” 

UMCOR’s  case  management  program 
will  operate  out  of  a  separate  office  in 
New  York,  rather  than  at  the  agency’s 
headquarters  at  475  Riverside  Dr.,  and 
include  a  program  director,  finance 
director  and  four  social  workers  as  case 
managers. 

To  help  maintain  its  relationship  with 
the  United  Methodist  New  York  Annual 
Conference,  two  conference  representa¬ 
tives  will  be  part  of  the  program’s  execu¬ 
tive  committee,  along  with  two  UMCOR 
representatives  and  one  community 
member. 

Case  management  also  is  part  of  the 
five-year  disaster  recovery  plan  of  the 
United  Methodist  Greater  New  Jersey 
Annual  Conference.  With  a  $4.4  million 
grant  from  UMCOR,  the  conference  will 
continue  to  provide  pastoral  care  and 
counseling,  develop  “family  coping  sem¬ 
inars”  and  work  in  coordination  with  the 
New  Jersey  Interfaith  Partnership. 

Immigrants  and  refugees  in  the 
United  States  have  faced  new  problems 
with  increased  restrictions  after  the  ter¬ 
rorist  attacks. 


CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  &  MEALS 

MONDAY.  JUNE  3 

7:00  a.m. 

Centenary  Alumni  &  Conference  Institutions 

Fitness  Center 

12:00  noon 

Continental  Breakfast 

(Exhibition  Area) 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  Luncheon 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  noon 

Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon 

Broadmoor  Church 

12:00  noon 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  of  Ruston  Luncheon 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:15  p.m. 

Luncheon  for  Members  with  Special  Appointments 

to  Extension  Ministries 

Broadmoor  Church 

5:00  p.m. 

Fellowship  of  Associate  Members  &  Local  Pastors, 
and  Town  &  Country  Ministries  Dinner 

South  Dining  Hall 

5:30  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  with 

Ministerial  Candidates 

St.  Luke's  Church 

TUESDAY. 

JUNE  4 

7:00  a.m. 

Board  of  Laity  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

7:00  a.m. 

Deacon  Breakfast 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

7:00  a.m. 

Order  of  St.  Luke  Breakfast 

TBA 

12:00  noon 

Commission  on  Status  &  Role  of  Women  Luncheon 

South  Dining  Hall 

12:00  noon 

United  Methodist  Men  Luncheon 

Centenary  Room 

12:00  noon 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church/W.T.  Handy  Luncheon 

Faith  Church,  Shreveport 

12:00  noon 

Iliff  Alumni  Luncheon 

Ralph  &  Kackoo’s, 

Bossier  City 

12:30  p.m. 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

Noel  Church 

5:00  p.m. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Asbury  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:00  p.m. 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 

Pete  Harris  Restaurant 

5:00  p.m. 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

5:30  p.m. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

Holiday  Inn,  102  Lake  St. 

9:00  p.m. 

Reception:  Ordinands  and  Retirees 

First  Church,  Shreveport 

WEDNESDAY.  JUNE  5 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

South  Dining  Hall 

7:00  a.m. 

Cursillo/Emmaus  Breakfast 

Broadmoor  Church 
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Africa  University  doing  fine  despite  unrest  in  Zimbabwe 


BY  LARRY  WITHAM 
THE  WASHINGTON  TIMES 

Africa  University  in  Zimbabwe,  one  of 
the  largest  U.  S.  church  mission  projects 
on  the  continent,  suffered  no  setbacks 
during  the  violent  election  that  returned 
Robert  Mugabe  to  power,  church  offi¬ 
cials  say. 

“We  are  weathering  it  very  well,” 
James  Salley,  the  university’s  vice  chan¬ 
cellor  for  development,  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  Friday.  "We  have  had  no  land  inva¬ 
sions.” 

The  school,  with  871  students  from  21 
African  nations,  has  an  annual  budget  of 
about  $6  million  a  year,  most  of  it  cov¬ 
ered  by  pledges  from  its  founder,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  America. 

Though  Zimbabwe’s  two-party  sys¬ 
tem  and  85  percent  literacy  rate  makes  it 
one  of  the  most  stable  African  nations, 
Western  contributors  need  constant 
assurance,  Salley  said. 

“We  spend  a  lot  of  time  informing 
people  that  the  university  is  operating 
on  a  daily  basis,”  he  said.  Contributors 


wonder”whether  or  not  the  investment 
is  safe.  What  we  have  to  tell  them  (is) 
that  it’s  safe.” 

The  school,  founded  in  1992,  offers 
degrees  in  religion,  agriculture,  leader¬ 
ship,  education  and  management,  and  is 
viewed  by  political  and  church  groups  as 
a  training  ground  for  Africa’s  democratic 
future. 

"All  of  our  faculty  and  staff  move 
freely  throughout  the  country,”  he  said. 

Africa  University  sits  on  1,546  acres, 
some  of  it  agricultural  land,  that  were 
owned  by  British  Methodists  a  century 
ago  and  donated  in  1987  to  build  the 
school. 

Church  leaders,  including  five  United 
Methodists,  were  among  the  Western 
and  African  observers  who  last  week 
said  the  election  was  not  “universal, 
transparent,  fair  or  free.” 

“The  university  did  not  take  a  public 
position”  in  the  election,  said  Salley, 
speaking  from  South  Carolina.  “We  have 
friends  on  both  sides.” 

He  said  that  church  officials  have 


meanwhile  "deplored  the  violence.” 

In  Zimbabwe,  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Cephas  Z.  Mukandi  told 
reporters  that  the  church,  which  has 
about  100,000  members  among  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  1 1  million,  plans  to  work  with 
the  Mugabe  government. 

“We  are  going  to  make  efforts  to  talk 
with  our  government  so  we  are  able  to 
arrive  at  solutions  to  the  problems  facing 
our  country,”  the  bishop  said. 

Salley  said  that  the  university  student 
body  is  politically  diverse. 

Mugabe’s  opponent,  Morgan 
Tsvangirai,  said  that  voting  at  polling  sta¬ 
tions  in  the  capital  of  Harare,  his  main 
political  base,  was  disrupted. 

The  U.S.  State  Department  has  called 
the  election  illegitimate  and  may  impose 
sanctions,  while  African  nations 
endorsed  the  results. 

Africa  University  is  located  in  Old 
Mutare,  about  160  miles  east  of  the  capi¬ 
tal,  Harare,  near  the  border  with 
Mozambique. 

Zimbabwe,  once  known  as  Rhodesia, 


gained  independence  from  British  rule 
in  1980. 

“The  effect  of  the  elections  is  that  we 
are  challenged  more  by  the  economic 
than  the  political  situation,”  said  Salley, 
citing  a  rise  in  inflation. 

The  university’s  annual  solicitations 
are  divided  about  evenly  between  schol¬ 
arship  and  construction,  Salley  said. 
Next  month  the  school  opens  a  new 
library  paid  for  by  the  Agency  for 
International  Development,  a  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  agency. 

“We  do  not  get  funds  from  the  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Zimbabwe,”  Salley  said. 

Each  United  Methodist  member  in 
the  United  States  is  expected  to  give  29 
cents  a  year,  but  that  annual  $2.5  million 
usually  falls  short  of  operational  needs. 

Regional  churches  also  donate  funds 
to  an  endowment,  which  Salley  hopes 
one  day  will  make  the  school  financially 
independent. 

“We’ve  already  graduated  744  stu¬ 
dents,  and  that  means  a  lot  of  hope  for 
Africa,”  Salley  said. 


United  Methodist  Women  tackle  public  education,  tobacco  issues 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Women  are  being  encouraged 
to  act  as  advocates  for  children  in  the 
areas  of  public  education  and  control  of 
tobacco  products. 

During  the  April  12-15  meeting  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  directors 
decided  to  focus  on  public  education  as 
Phase  III  of  a  continuing  Children’s 
Campaign.  They  also  voted  to  join  the 
Campaign  for  Tobacco  Free  Kids. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  the  adminis¬ 
trative  body  of  United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW),  a  1  million-member  organiza¬ 
tion. 

David  Cassidy,  a  representative  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Education,  spoke  to 
directors  about  the  crisis  in  public  edu¬ 
cation  and  the  need  for  systemic  change. 
As  a  first  step  in  their  new  campaign, 
members  of  every  UMW  unit  will  be 
asked  to  visit  local  schools.  A  book  offer¬ 


ing  guidance  for  those  school  visits,  a 
brief  history  of  U.S.  public  school  educa¬ 
tion  and  other  ways  to  be  involved  in 
public  school  advocacy  will  be  available 
this  summer  from  the  division. 

The  Campaign  for  Tobacco  Free  Kids 
urges  states  to  substantially  increase 
their  excise  taxes  on  cigarettes  and  other 
tobacco  products.  UMW  members  are 
encouraged  to  urge  their  state  and  local 
affiliates  and  various  partners  to  join  in 
on  the  campaign. 

The  organization’s  involvement  in  the 
Campaign  for  Tobacco  Free  Kids  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  denomination’s  Social 
Principles,  which  recommends  “total 
abstinence  from  the  use  of  tobacco”  by 
all  ages  and  advocates  the  restriction  of 
smoking  in  public  areas  and  workplaces. 
The  churchwide  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  also  supporting  the  campaign. 

The  actions  are  part  of  what  Joyce 
Sohl,  the  division’s  top  executive, 
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referred  to  as  the  organization's  meas¬ 
ures  of  accountability.  They  are  account¬ 
able  to  their  history,  for  example,  by  con¬ 
tinuing  to  address  the  concerns  that  the 
women  before  them  addressed  -  con¬ 
cerns  for  women,  children  and  youth, 
racial  inclusiveness,  human  rights,  jus¬ 
tice  and  peace. 


“Our  history  must  ever  be  a  direction¬ 
setting  force  for  the  future,  but  not 
become  so  binding  that  we  are  unable  to 
take  risks  and  move  into  new  arenas  as 
did  our  foremothers  within  the  organiza¬ 
tion,”  Sohl  told  the  directors. 

“We  have  a  remarkable  history  of 
women  organized  for  mission.” 


Preparing  a  New 
Generation  of  Leaders 
in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit 


SAINTIPAUL 

SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 

A  United  Methodist  Seminary 


www.spst.edu 


View  “Church  Leadership” 

A  resource  for  local  churches 
www.spst.edu/leadership.html 


51 23  Truman  Rd  •  Kansas  City  -MO  -64127-2499 
Phone (816)483-9600  -Fax:  (816)483-9605 
Admissions  (800)  825-0378  •  E-mail:  admiss@spst.edu 
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Chaplain  Bill  Krick  (left)  shares  a  brief  word  of  prayer  with  driver  Mark  Gibson  before 
the  start  of  the  PFG  Lester  1 50  at  the  Nashville  (Tenn.)  Superspeedway.  Krick,  from 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  pastors  to  the  ARCA  racing  community  through  Motor  Racing  Outreach, 
an  ecumenical  mission  to  the  world  of  racing.  Gibson,  a  member  of  Harmony  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Auburn,  Ga.,  says  his  faith  is  an  important  part  of  his  life, 
both  on  and  off  the  track.  UMNS  photos  by  Mike  DuBose 

Faith,  career  share  same 
track  for  race  car  driver 


BY  ANNE  DUKES  AND  LAURA  LATHAM 

If  your  mental  image  of  stock  car  race 
drivers  is  one  of  outlaws  and  rednecks 
swilling  beer  and  chewing  tobacco, 
adjust  your  attitude  and  meet  Mark 
Gibson,  a  driver  who  lives  his  faith  at 
Harmony  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Auburn,  Ga. 

Gibson,  45,  has  been  racing  cars  since 
1974,  winning  the  tide  of  Rookie  of  the 
Year  from  the  Automobile  Racing  Club 
of  America  (ARCA)  in  1986.  He  spends 
his  weekends  competing  at  tracks  from 
Daytona,  Fla.,  to  his  favorite,  the 
DuQuion  State  Fairgrounds  near 
Springfield,  Ill.,  which  he  considers  a 
great  place  for  “family  fun  time”  with  his 
wife  and  daughter. 

“The  racing  community  is  not  like  the 
oudaw-redneck  image  some  people 
have  of  it,”  Gibson  says. " ...  It’s  not  a 
bunch  of  nonbelievers,  but  really  a  fami¬ 
ly  of  faith.” 

Faith  is  what  enables  him  to  keep  rac¬ 
ing,  despite  the  danger  of  injury  or 
worse,  he  says.  His  family  of  faith 
includes  about  20  other  ARCA  drivers 
who  attend  chapel  and  share  prayer 
requests  with  one  another.  “It’s  good  to 
know  other  drivers  have  the  same  belief 
you  do,”  he  says. 

During  race  weekends,  he  attends 
regular  chapel  services  conducted  by  Bill 
Krick,  the  Charlotte,  N.C., -based  chap¬ 
lain  working  at  ARCA  events  through 
Motor  Racing  Outreach,  an  ecumenical 
mission  to  the  racing  world. 

"I  have  friends  who  have  died,  and 
sometimes  people  ask  me  why  I  keep 
doing  it,”  Gibson  says.  “But  I  don’t  think 
I  could  climb  in  a  race  car  and  not  worry 
about  dying  if  I  didn’t  believe  in  God.  I 
haven’t  worried  about  dying  for  a  long 
time.” 

He  remembers  a  young  driver,  Blaze 


Alexander,  who  died  in  a  wreck  during 
the  2001  season.  Gibson  regrets  never 
taking  the  opportunity  to  witness  to 
Alexander. 

“It  makes  you  want  to  talk  to  (other 
drivers)  about  your  faith,  their  faith,”  he 
says. 

He  now  witnesses  to  other  drivers  in 
the  ARCA  series,  including  one  of  his 
closest  friends  who  does  not  attend 
chapel  services. 

“Mark  makes  no  bones  when  he’s  at 
the  track  that  he’s  a  Christian,”  says  the 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Long,  pastor  of  Harmony 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church. 

Races  keep  drivers,  teams  and  fami¬ 
lies  out  of  their  regular  churches  on 
Sunday,  so  Krick  and  his  wife,  Dianna, 
offer  four  chapel  services  each  race 
weekend,  reaching  up  to  400  people  a 
week. 

One  service  is  specifically  for  the 
ARCA  officials,  another  is  for  safety 
workers  at  the  track  and  a  third  is  for  the 
drivers. 

The  fourth  service  is  for  what  Bill 
Krick  calls  “the  community”  -  the  driv¬ 
ers,  crew  members  and  families.  Gibson 
often  assists  by  leading  the  prayer 
request  time  during  the  community 
service. 

Krick  also  prays  with  each  driver 
before  the  race.  In  his  seven  years  with 
Motor  Racing  Outreach,  he  says,  he  has 
never  had  a  driver  refuse  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  prayer.  Gibson  takes  prayer  into 
the  race,  in  the  form  of  a  typed  copy  of 
the  Lord’s  Prayer  taped  to  his  dashboard. 

Motor  Racing  Outreach  is  a  nonprofit 
ministry  based  at  Lowe’s  Motor 
Speedway  in  Charlotte.  It  was  founded 
in  1989  to  make  chaplains  available  to 
work  race  events  by  holding  services  for 
drivers,  their  teams,  track  staff,  ARCA 
officials  and  medical  workers. 
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Annual  Conference  to  feature  several 


A  number  of  special  meetings  and 
meals  are  slated  during  the  2002 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  June  2-5 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  A 
popular  event  will  be  the  Clergy  Spouses 
luncheon,  to  be  held  on  Monday,  June  3 
at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
at  noon.  Reservations  are  $10  each  and 
should  be  mailed  to  the  New  Orleans 
District  Office,  attn:  Shirley  Jakway,  3401 


Canal  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70 11 9. 
Checks  should  be  made  out  to  the  New 
Orleans  District,  with  a  note  on  the 
check  indicating  that  it  is  payment  for 
the  luncheon.  Reservations  are  due  on 
May  14.  Call  Barbara  Hamilton,  (504) 
246-5820  for  more  information. 

The  Annual  Laity  Breakfast  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  June  4  in  the  South 
Dining  Room  of  Centenary  College  at 


special  meetings 

7  a.m.  Guest  speaker  will  be  Conference 
Board  of  Laity  Financial  Officer,  Dr. 
Nancy  M.  Carruth.  Tickets  are  $8  and 
may  be  obtained  from  any  district  lay 
leader.  The  Northwest  Ultreya  of  La. 
UMC  Cursillo  will  host  a  “Fourth  Day” 
Breakfast  for  laity  and  clergy  attending 
Annual  Conference.  On  Wednesday 

See  Meetings,  page  3 


Conference  initiates  ministry  to  Vietnamese 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Conference  Director  of  Ministry  Rena  Yocom  tours  a  predominantly  Vietnamese  shopping  mall  in 
Baton  Rouge  with  Dr.  Luat  Tran,  chair  of  the  national  Vietnamese  Caucus,  Rev.  Linh  Nguyen  and  True 
Nguyen  as  part  of  an  effort  to  establish  a  Vietnamese  ministry  within  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


This  summer,  an 
important  new  ministry 
will  begin  in  the 
Louisiana  conference.  A 
$12,000  combined  grant 
from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  Asian  Language 
Ministry  Fund,  along  with 
support  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
Ministry  Team  and 
Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  will  serve  as 
a  catalyst  for  an  outreach 
ministry. 

Three  missionary 
interns,  all  seminary  stu¬ 
dents,  have  been  selected 
to  live  in  Baton  Rouge  for 
8-10  weeks  beginning 
around  June  20.  The  two 
men,  The  Thanh  Vu  and 
Duy  Linh  Quang  Le, 
along  with  “Betty”  Bich 
Thy  Tran  will  live  with 
host  families  in  the 
Broadmoor  UMC  congre¬ 
gation.  The  church  will 
also  provide  office  space 
for  the  interns  and  a  setting  for 
Vacation  Bible  School  and  other  Bible 
studies.  The  interns  will  work  to  devel¬ 
op  contacts  within  the  city’s 


Vietnamese  community,  cultivating 
and  developing  a  base  for  a  permanent 
Vietnamese  ministry. 

Key  to  getting  this  historic  project 
off  the  ground  have  been  Dr.  Luat  Tran, 


chairperson  of  the  national 
Vietnamese  Caucus,  and  Rev.  Linh  and 
True  Nguyen.  Because  of  their  com- 

See  Vietnamese  ministry,  page  3 


Magee  to  speak  during  Laity  Session  of  2002  Conference 


Marilyn  W.  Magee,  director  of  the 
Office  of  African  American  Ministries 
with  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
will  serve  as  speaker  for  the  Laity 
Session  of  the  2002  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  on  June  3. 

Magee’s  current  position  was  creat¬ 
ed  in  1998  to  facilitate  the  board’s 
response  to  the  General  Conference 
Initiative  on  Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  for  the  21st  Century. 

Marilyn  provides  a  variety  of 


resourcing  services  to 
assist  leaders  in 
developing  systems 
for  effective  min¬ 
istries. 

She  holds  degrees 
in  elementary  educa¬ 
tion  and  special  edu¬ 
cation  from  Illinois 
State  University  and 
graduate  degrees  in 
Supervision  and  Administration  from 


Loyola  University  of  Chicago.  She  is  a 
Danforth  Foundation  Scholar  and  has 
certification  for  postgraduate  work  in  a 
number  of  areas.  She  received  training 
in  Total  Quality  Management  from  the 
innovator  W.  Edwards  Deming. 

Magee  is  married  to  Bishop  Melvin 
G.  Talbert,  recently  retired  from  the 
San  Francisco  area.  They  have  three 
adult  children  and  four  grandchildren. 
Talbert  will  serve  as  the  keynote  speak¬ 
er  for  Annual  Conference. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Birdhouses  in  the  Forest 


While  walking  at  the  Conference 
Center  I  noticed  a  single  birdhouse  on  a 
post  beside  the  main  entrance  road.  A 
little  further  I  noticed  another.  I  had 
seen  them  before,  but  this  time  their 
presence  made  a  special  statement  to 
me. 

We  had  been  in  a  Bible  study  with 
Dr.  Warren  Carter,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  St.  Paul’s  School  of 
Theology.  The  occasion  was  the  inau¬ 
gural  “Bishop’s  Laity  Retreat”  for  our 
Annual  Conference.  Dr.  Carter,  a  schol¬ 
ar  on  the  gospel  of  Matthew,  had  been 
pointing  out  to  us  that  the  norm  by 
which  we  should  assess  a  just  and 
righteous  society  is  the  biblical  norm  of 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  All  other  struc¬ 
tures  of  society  are  “abnormal”  in  the 
eyes  of  God.  The  only  way  we  can  say 
we  live  in  a  “normal”  world  is  to  trans¬ 
form  the  world  in  which  we  live  into  a 
Godly  world  and  one  ruled  by  God’s 
principles.  To  bring  about  this  transfor¬ 
mation  we  must  be  active  proclaimers 
of  the  gospel  truths  and  active  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  refusal  to  accept  that 
which  surrounds  us  as  “normal.” 

When  I  saw  the  human-made  bird- 
house,  I  looked  all  around  me  at  the 
lush  and  beautiful  trees  in  which  a  bird 
should  find  the  ultimate  of  dwellings. 

As  I  observed  the  woods  I  listened  to 
the  songs  of  our  feathered  friends  and 
watched  various  species  flying  back 
and  forth  from  limb  to  limb.  Were  the 
birds  living  in  a  “normal”  or  “abnormal” 
world?  It  was  a  holy,  still,  and  teaching 
moment. 

Why  would  any  bird  in  its  right  mind 
want  to  live  in  one  of  those  little  soli¬ 
tary  birdhouses  when  they  have  the 
natural  surroundings  created  by  God  in 
which  to  live?  But  is  the  natural  cre¬ 
ation  in  which  the  birds  live  truly  God’s 
“normal”  world  for  them.  I’m  not  a 


“birder”,  but  I  sup¬ 
pose  the  human- 
made  house  may  be 
a  better  place  for 
them  than  the  expo¬ 
sure  to  the  elements 
afforded  by  the  trees. 

Is  that  why  the 
Psalmist  lifted  up  for 
our  attention  that 
“even  the  sparrow 
finds  a  home,  and 
the  swallow  a  nest  for 
herself,  where  she  may  lay  her  young, 
at  thy  altars,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  my  King 
and  my  God.  Blessed  are  those  who 
dwell  in  thy  house,  ever  singing  thy 
praise!”  (Psalm  84:3-4,  RSV)  In  God’s 
“normal”  world  even  the  birds  have  a 
place  where  they  are  protected  and 
where  they  dwell,  even  on  and  around 
the  altar  of  the  Lord. 

In  “The  Sermon  on  the  Plain”  Jesus 
teaches,  “Are  not  five  sparrows  sold  for 
two  pennies?  And  not  one  of  them  is 
forgotten  before  God.  Why,  even  the 
hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered. 
Fear  not;  you  are  of  more  value  than 
many  sparrows.”  (Luke  12:  6-7,  RSV)  If 
God  is  concerned  about  the  birds  of  the 
air,  and  even  provides  space  for  them 
on  the  altar  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  then 
how  much  more  should  we  expect  God 
to  care  for  and  want  us  to  have  the  cor¬ 
rect  and  best  of  all  worlds! 

Even  though  I  find  myself  limited  in 
how  to  express  what  I  am  sensing, 
maybe  the  human-made  birdhouses  at 
the  Conference  Center  are  the  prophet- 


“The  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  being  accused 
of  being  irrelevant  and 
out-of-touch  with  today’s 
world.  But  isn’t  that  just 
the  point!  We  ARE  out  of 
touch  with  today’s  world. 
That’s  because  today’s 
world  is  out  of  touch  with 
the  Kingdom  of  God!” 


ic  symbols  of  what  God  has  in  mind  for 
us  as  the  church.  The  “natural”  state  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  in  today’s 
world  is  “abnormal!”  We  cannot  and 
should  not  try  and  adjust  ourselves  to 
this  state  of  affairs  and  say  it  is  reflec¬ 
tive  of  the  Kingdom  of  God!  The 
Kingdom  of  God  is  a  radical  altering  of 
what  we  see  everyday  and  must  not  be 
confused  with  what  we  think  to  be  nor¬ 
mal.  It’s  as  one  wag  quipped,  “If  a  per¬ 
son  thinks  they  are  well  adjusted  in 
such  a  dysfunctional  world,  something 
is  definitely  wrong.” 

T  ike  birdhouses  in  the  midst  of 
abundant  woods,  so  the  church  stands 
in  the  midst  of  a  land  of  abundance. 
Like  the  seeming  inconsistency  of  a 
human-made  birdhouse  in  the  middle 
of  beautiful  woods,  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  being  accused  of  being  irrele¬ 


vant  and  out-of-touch  with  today’s 
world.  But  isn’t  that  just  the  point!  We 
ARE  out  of  touch  with  today’s  world. 
That’s  because  today’s  world  is  out  of 
touch  with  the  Kingdom  of  God!  As 
Christians  we  are  called  to  live  a  count¬ 
er  life  to  today’s  world.  And  we  certain¬ 
ly  are  not  irrelevant  to  today’s  world! 

Our  relevancy  is  in  the  call  to  engage 
the  world  at  its  very  core  and  change 
and  alter  it  until  it  becomes  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  thus  “normal.” 

Think  about  this.  Your  church  may 
seem  to  be  faltering  and  losing  ground. 
You  may  think  your  presence  is  not 
important  to  the  community  in  which 
you  exist.  But  it  is  the  only  hope  that  is 
being  offered!  You  have  the  Kingdom  of 
God  to  offer  to  a  very  maladjusted  soci¬ 
ety.  You  have  normality  to  offer  to 
abnormality.  You  are  the  only  ones  who 
can  do  that.  Who  could  be  more 
important  or  more  relevant  than  you, 
the  body  of  Christ,  the  church  of  the 
living  God? 

May  every  church  in  Louisiana,  by 
whatever  name  we  are  called,  find  our 
role  to  be  that  of  proclaimers  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Like  a  human-crafted 
birdhouse  in  the  midst  of  the  forest, 
God’s  life  is  a  different  life.  God’s  world 
is  a  different  world.  God’s  way  is  a  dif¬ 
ferent  way.  God’s  way  is  the  only  “nor¬ 
mal”  way  life  can  be  lived. 

Let  us  get  on  with  our  anointed  mis¬ 
sion,  to  make  the  abnormal  normal 
and  to  offer  to  the  world  the  means  of 
grace  that  we  as  the  church  alone  can 
supply. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

4// 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Dr.  Anita  H. Crump,  Conference  Lay  Leader,  invites  participation  at  Conference 


Annual  Conference  Laity  Events 

It  is  a  profound  joy  for  me  to  invite  all  Louisiana  Conference 
Lay  and  Clergy  Delegates  to  the  Annual  Conference  Laity  Events. 

This  year  we  are  excited  because  our  Conference  Laity 
Programmatic  Thrust  has  been  most  successful. 

This  is  attributable  to  the  excellent  work,  which  was  done  by 
the  involved  individuals  of  our  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Laity. 

The  speaker  for  the  Monday  June  3  Laity  Session,  slated  for  2:3 
p.m.,  will  be  Mrs.  Marilyn  Magee,  director  of  the  Office  of  African 
American  Ministries  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Mrs.  Magee  will  give  pertinent  information  about  the  special  programs  and 
resources  available  through  our  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  Laity  Gathering  will  take  place  immediately  following  this  session  at  3:15 
p.m.  with  reports  and  highlights  from  the  Chairpersons  and  Presidents  of  our 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  Programmatic  groups.  Reports  will  include  the  following: 


Lay  Speaking  Ministry — Timothy  Hebert 
1000  Club — Paul  White 

Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship  Fund — Barbara  Mollere 
United  Methodist  Men — Joe  Kelly 
United  Methodist  Women — Lueburda  Myers 
United  Methodist  Youth  Council — Kristin  Schlessman 

The  Annual  Laity  Breakfast  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  June  4  in  the  South  Dining 
Room  of  Centenary  College  at  7  a.m.  Leroy  Crump,  chairperson  for  the  breakfast, 
announced  that  the  speaker  will  be  our  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Financial  Officer, 
Dr.  Nancy  M  Carruth.  Her  address  will  focus  on  the  Partners  In  Ministry  initiative. 
Our  District  Lay  Leaders  are  selling  tickets  for  $8  each.  The  funds  realized  over  our 
expenses  will  be  given  to  the  Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship  Fund. 

United  Methodist  Men  will  conduct  the  Morning  Laity  Devotional  Services  on 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  (June  3-5)  at  6:45-7  a.m.  in  the  amphitheater  on 
the  Centenary  College  Campus. 

You  are  invited  to  be  a  part  of  all  of  our  events  as  we  strive  to  “Share  Our  Faith.” 


Crump 


Edelman  asks  United  Methodist  Women  to  push  for  child  care  block  grant 


(UMNS)-In  1990, 

United  Methodist 
Women  petitioned 
then-President  George 
H.  Bush  to  sign  the 
Child  Care  and 
Development  Block 
Grant  into  law. 

More  than  a  decade 
later,  Marian  Wright  Edelman 

Edelman,  founder  and 
president  of  the  Children’s  Defense  Fund, 


is  asking  the  organization  to  do  the  same 
with  the  current  President  Bush  as  the 
block  grant  comes  up  for  renewal. 

“You  can  make  a  difference  again  for 
children  in  need  of  quality  child  care 
and  for  working  poor  parents  Oying  to 
get  and  stay  off  welfare,”  she  said  April 
26  at  the  2002  Assembly  of  United 
Methodist  Women. 

This  time,  Edelman  added,  Congress 
needs  to  allot  additional  funding  of  $20 
billion  over  five  years,  to  help  2  million 


more  children  get  help.  Today,  only  one 
in  seven  eligible  children  receives  federal 
child  care  assistance. 

“Currently,  the  Bush  administration’s 
budget  proposes  to  freeze  child  care 
funding  at  its  current  level  over  the  next 
five  years,  which  means  144,000  fewer 
children  will  receive  federal  child  care 
assistance  while  simultaneously  requir¬ 
ing  poor  mothers  to  work  longer  hours 
in  their  new  welfare  proposals,”  she  said. 

Assembly  participants  took  time  dur¬ 


ing  her  presentation  to  write  letters  to 
U.S.  senators  and  representatives,  urging 
reauthorization  of  the  grant  and  the  $20 
billion  funding  increase. 

Edelman  offered  a  wealth  of  statistics 
about  the  struggles  of  the  working  poor, 
the  lack  of  proper  housing,  health  care, 
education  and  child  care,  the  effects  of 
violence  on  children  and  the  entrench¬ 
ment  of  a  poverty  that  could  be  over¬ 
come  if  the  nation  had  the  political  and 
social  will  to  do  so. 
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morning,  June  5,  the 
breakfast  will  be  served 
in  the  gym  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  from 
7:00-8:30.  If  you  are 
active  in  Cursillo,  Walk 
to  Emmaus,  Chrysalis, 

Happening  and/or 
Kairos,  please  wear 
your  name  tag  and 
cross  and  come  and 
join  us  for  fun,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  food.  Rev. 

Dan  Gibbs,  minister  of 
music  at  First  UMC- 
Minden,  will  lead  the 
singing. 

The  eighth  annual 
Ecumenical  Breakfast 
will  be  held  in  the 
Centenary  Cafeteria  on 
June  5  at  7  am. 

Reservations  are 
needed  because  seat¬ 
ing  is  limited.  Please 
mail  or  phone  your 
reservations  as  soon  as 
possible.  Tickets  are 
$6.00. 

The  speaker  this 
year  is  one  of  our  own- 
The  Reverend  Erica 
Jenkins.  Her  topic  will 
be  Jewish-Christian  dialogue  and  how  it 
is  so  important  in  light  of  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  today  in  Palestine.  Erica  partici¬ 
pated  as  a  delegate  in  1997  to  the 
Colloquium  International  Council  of 
Christians  and  Jews  in  Rome,  Italy. 

She  is  the  author  of  Jewish  Christian 
Dialogue  Today,  which  was  published  in 
the  November  issue  of  Response 
Magazine. 

The  Ecumenical  Breakfast  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  the 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns.Registration 
form:  Mail  to  Rev.  Judith  Bazer  PO.  Box 
718,  Doyline,  I^a  71023-0718;  E-mail: ;  or 
phone:  (318)745-2145. 

The  COSROW  luncheon  will  be  held 
Tuesday,  June  4,  at  noon  in  the  South 
Dining  Hall. 

Monroe  District  Superintendent 
Marie  Williams  will  speak  at  the  event. 

Cost  is  eight  dollars  per  person.Mail 
reservations  to  Betty  Tripp,  109  Arizona 
St.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501  by  May  31. 

For  more  information,  call  (337)  232- 
2026. 

First  Street  UMC  prepares 
to  fete  1 69th  anniversary 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
2309  Dryades  St.,  New  Orleans,  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  169th  anniversary  May  19. 

The  celebration  begins  with  worship 
at  10:15  a.m.,  led  by  Rev.  James  A. 
Graham  of  Natchitoches.  Other  com¬ 
memorative  activities  include  a 
Christian  Jazz  Concert  and  reception, 
featuring  The  Dave  Badie  Quartet, 
Friday,  May  17  at  8  p.m. 

Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  serves  as  pas¬ 
tor  for  the  congregation.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Anita  Hamm  (504)  362- 
1481  or  Julius  Charles  (504)  822-0399. 


Jenkins 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Dr.  Luat  Tran,  chair  of  the  national  Vietnamese  Caucus,  Rev.  Linh  Nguyen  and  True  Nguyen  visit  with  a  shopkeeper  at  a  Vietnamese- 
run  business  in  Baton  Rouge  as  part  of  their  efforts  to  help  establish  a  Vietnamese  ministry  in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Vietnamese  ministry,  frompagei 


mitment  to  Christian  ministry  with 
Vietnamese  peoples,  Dr.  Tran  has 
worked  to  secure  the  interns  from  his 
congregation  in  California,  and  the 
Nguyens  will  serve  as  advisors  for  the 
Baton  Rouge  project,  in  addition  to 
their  appointments  in  Houston.  After 
their  recent  visit  to  Louisiana,  Rev. 
Nguyen  wrote,  “We  are  very  excited 
about  this  new  partnership  in  the 
Lord’s  field  of  harvest.” 

There  will  be  ongoing  evaluation  of 


the  ministry  during  the  first  year.  If  the 
work  demonstrates  that  sufficient 
opportunities  exist,  the  intern  process 
will  be  repeated  in  New  Orleans  next 
summer,  and  a  full  time  appointment 
could  be  sought  as  early  as  June  of 
2003. 

Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  pastor  of 
Broadmoor  said,  “Many  Vietnamese 
live  along  Florida  Blvd  in  the 
Sherwood  Forest  Boulevard  area.  This 
ministry  is  a  perfect  fit  for  us,  as  we  are 


such  close  neighbors.  Overall,  we  at 
Broadmoor  have  been  seeking  God’s 
guidance  to  be  in  ministry  around  the 
world. 

“Right  in  our  back  yard,  we  can 
reach  out  to  serve  this  group,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  play  a  role  in  helping  to  found 
a  new  church.” 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  minister  of 
Discipleship  and  Missions  for 
Broadmoor  UMC,  will  serve  as 
Broadmoor’s  liaison  for  the  ministry. 


'Peace  with  Justice' essay  winners  focus  on  terrorism,  war 


The  Annual  “Peace  With  Justice” 
‘essay’  contest  was  expanded  for  the 
first  time  this  year  to  include  multi- 
media  presentations  as  well  as  written 
essays.  The  winning  entry  for  the 
multi-media  presentation  was  from  the 
youth  of  Carpenter’s  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Prairieville. 

The  five  minute  power  point  presen¬ 
tation  will  be  shown  at  Annual 
Conference  on  Monday  evening,  June  3. 

The  winning  essay  was  submitted  by 
Heather  Bethley  of  Vivian.  The  judges 
awarded  second  place  to  Joya  Marian 
Stevenson  of  Mansfield.  Third  place 
was  won  by  Jennifer  C.  Marsh  of 
Lafayette. 

In  the  winning  essay  Heather 
Bethley  writes:  “As  people  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  we  are  supposed  to 
have  open  hearts,  open  minds,  and 
open  doors. 

“And  as  Christians  we  have  been 
taught  to  turn  the  other  cheek,  and  love 
all  of  God’s  children.  If  these  are  the 
fundamental  teachings  we  have  been 
repeatedly  told  for  as  long  as  we  can 
remember,  then  why  is  it  so  difficult  for 
us  to  love  our  enemies,  our  attackers, 
terrorists? 

“Perhaps  they  are  the  people  who 
need  to  be  shown  God’s  love  the  most. 
Jesus  said,  ‘But  I  tell  you:  love  your  ene¬ 
mies  and  pray  for  those  who  persecute 
you.’ 


“As  Christians  we  have 
been  taught  to  turn  the 
other  cheek,  and  love  all  of 
God’s  children....  Why  is  it 
so  difficult  for  us  to  love 
our  enemies,  our  attackers, 
terrorists?  Perhaps  they  are 
the  people  who  need  to  be 
shown  God’s  love  the  most.” 

-  Heather  Bethley 


“We  have  been  taught  to  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves.  Our  neighbors 
are  not  just  the  people  who  live  next 
door  to  us,  or  even  the  people  in  our 
cities.  If  we  truly  follow  God’s  word 
then  every  person  in  the  world  should 
be  our  neighbor. 

“We  should  show  every  one  the  same 
love  and  respect  that  we  would  show  a 
bet  friend  or  family  member.  If  we 
want  to  eventually  achieve  peace  on 
Earth,  then  we  should  rethink  our 
phrase  "God  Bless  America”.  Although 
we  want  God  to  bless  our  nation,  we 
should  want  Him  to  bless  all  of  our 
neighbors  as  well.  So  next  time  you 
think  about  saying  the  same  old  thing, 
think  "God  Bless  the  World”  instead.” 

Joya  Marion  Stevenson  writes  in  her 


essay:  “The  church  deplores  war  and 
urges  the  peaceful  settlement  of  all  dis¬ 
putes  among  nations. 

“The  conscience  of  Christians  has 
struggled  with  the  harsh  realities  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  war.  Christians  believe  evils 
frustrate  God’s  purpose  of  mankind. 

“As  Christians  we  look  for  the  day 
when  there  will  be  no  more  war  and 
people  will  five  together  in  peace,  har¬ 
mony  and  justice.  Most  Christians 
regretfully  realize  that  when  alterna¬ 
tives  have  failed,  the  force  of  arms  may 
be  preferable  to  unchecked  aggression, 
tyranny  and  genocide....  Perhaps  not  in 
my  life  time,  but  I  pray  that  the  words: 
hate,  prejudice  and  terrorism  will 
become  obsolete.” 

Jennifer  Marsh  concludes  her  essay 
by  writing,  “In  a  perfect  world,  terror¬ 
ism  would  not  exist  but  since  we  have 
not  yet  reached  that  perfect  existence, 
we  need  to  react  to  terrorism  in  a  way 
that  is  truly  Christ-like.  Through 
acceptance,  prayer  and  love,  we  may 
cope  with  the  fear  that  these  tragic 
actions  are  meant  to  bring.  "Thee  is  no 
fear  in  love”  (1  John  4:18)  and  with  the 
love  of  God  in  our  hearts,  what  in  this 
world  do  we  truly  need  to  fear? 

The  three  essay  winners  and  the 
Carpenter’s  Chapel  UMY  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  during  he  awards  presentation  at 
the  Monday  evening  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  June  3. 
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Children  at  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  sell  refreshments  at 
'Breakfast  Between.' 


Memorial  expands  children's  program 


BY  JUDY  WILSON 

Whether  it’s  Friday  night 
Kaleidoscope  Kids,  Sunday  morning 
Children’s  Choir  “Breakfast  Between,” 
One  Room  Sunday  School,  or  Acolyte 
training,  the  small  but  eager  group  of 
Memorial  children  ages  5-11  are 
experiencing  a  real  spiritual  aware¬ 
ness  and  exciting  time  in  their  walk 
with  Jesus. 

Kaleidoscope  Kids,  a  monthly 
meeting  of  the  children  of  Memorial 
UMC,  Monroe  and  their  friends,  has 
done  everything  from  holding  a  for¬ 
mal  tea  to  tramping  the  paths  of  the 
Black  Bayou  to  celebrating  "Peanut 
Butter  Awareness  Day”  to  attending 
the  Shrine  Circus. 

In  April,  the  children  held  a  Hobby 
and  Collection  evening  where  they 
shared  their  talents,  hobbies,  and  col¬ 
lections. 

Rev.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly,  pastor, 
provided  the  Bible  story. 

Kaleidoscope  Kids  was  started  to 
expand  our  children’s  experiences 
and  include  other  children  from  the 
community.  The  director  of 


Kaleidoscope  Kids  is  Judy  Wilson, 
Memorial’s  Children’s  Activities 
Coordinator. 

One  year  ago,  the  Children’s  Choir 
was  organized.  Under  the  direction  of 
Stacy  Whitten  the  choir  has  led  the 
church  in  worship  throughout  the 
year  for  Palm  Sunday,  Mother’s  Day, 
the  Christmas  Play,  and  once  a 
month. 

Recently,  a  fundraiser  for  the  choir 
called  “Breakfast  Between”  was  held. 
The  children  sold  muffins,  dough¬ 
nuts,  coffee,  and  juice  between 
Sunday  school  and  morning  worship 
to  raise  money  for  the  children’s  choir 
program. 

In  March,  “One  Room  Sunday 
School”  was  implemented.  Teachers 
Nancy  Johnson,  Kathy  Evans,  and  Pat 
Wilson  will  rotate  teaching  the  class  of 
five  to  1 1  year-old  children. 

Vacation  Bible  School  and  “Wacky 
Wednesdays”  are  already  being 
planned  for  this  summer.  These 
events  will  include  Bible  learning  as 
well  as  fun  field  trips  and  fun  at  the 
church. 


Last  fall  and  this  spring,  twelve  incarcerated  women  from  Richland  Parish 
Detention  Center  received  a  personal  invitation  for  a  day  of  fellowship  and  renew¬ 
al  in  Christ  Jesus,  at  Lea  Joyner  United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe. 

This  retreat  is  designed  especially  for  women  who  are  about  to  be  released  from 
prison.  The  talks  are  given  by  women  who  have  been  incarcerated  and  are  now  liv¬ 
ing  a  successful  life  through  their  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ. 
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Christina  Christiansen  and  Alexa  DeMarco  work  on  their  craft  project  at  Confirmation 
Day  with  the  Bishop. 
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The  confirmation  group  stands  in  the  sanctuary  on  Easter:  Ellie  McElroy,  Wanda 
Copeland,  Ainsley  Anderson,  Alexa  DeMarco,  Ashley  Anderson,  Christina  Christiansen, 
Allison  Porter,  Katie  Rushing,  Sophie  Roane,  Stephen  Hendricks,  Will  McGrew,  Will 
Jackson,  Zack  Sutherland,  Thomas  Henry,  Brady  McMillin,  Jamie  Cummins,  Deven 
Eddleman  and  Jill  Mouk. 


St.  Paul’s  celebrates  Confirmation  Day 


BY  JILL  MOUK 

St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church 
had  a  terrific  group  of  confirmation  stu¬ 
dents  this  year.  The  group  of  17  students 
participated  in  confirmation  classes  led 
by  Jill  Mouk,  Director  of  Youth  and 
Educational  Ministries,  and  Wanda 
Copeland,  a  committed  children’s  volun¬ 
teer.  Upon  completion  of  the  class,  stu¬ 
dents  were  confirmed  during  worship 
on  Easter  Sunday. 

The  group  was  honored  with  a  special 
dinner  for  the  students  and  their  parents 
at  the  Chateau  Restaurant  in  Monroe  in 
The  Cork  Room.  This  was  a  special  time 
for  casual  conversation  and  a  delicious 
dinner. 

This  gave  everyone  a  wonderful  time 
to  visit  with  Pastor  Rev.  Richard  “Dick” 
Humphries  and  Associate  Pastor  Rev. 
Kevin  Smith  as  well  as  their  teachers, 
other  students  and  parents. 

The  Confirmation  students  also 
enjoyed  a  great  day  with  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson  for  the  annual  Confirmation 


Day  with  the  Bishop.  They  liked  spend¬ 
ing  the  night  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center  with  chaperones  Jill 
and  Jeff  Mouk,  Wanda  Copeland,  and 
James  Henry. 

Activities  for  Confirmation  Day  with 
the  Bishop  included  singing,  worship,  a 
craft  project,  great  food,  and  time  with 
the  Bishop.  The  sixth  graders  who 
attended  were  Christina  Christiansen, 
Alexa  DeMarco,  Zachary  Scogin,  Brady 
McMillian,  Thomas  Henry,  Deven 
Eddleman,  Stephen  Hendrick,  and  Will 
McGrew. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Monroe  District 
Communication  Advisor: 

Jana  Smith 
909  N.  18th  St. 

Suite  206 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
janamissioner@cs.com 
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A  UMNS  photo  by  Paul  Jeffrey 

Liturgical  dancers  raise  a  cloth  banner  during  worship  services  at  the  2002  Assembly  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  held  April  25-28  in  Philadelphia.  Under  the  theme, "Sing  a 
New  Song,"  nearly  1 0,000  participants  engaged  in  worship  and  Bible  study;  listened  to 
speakers  who  discussed  issues  crucial  to  women  and  children;  took  part  in  63  different 
afternoon  focus  groups  and  enjoyed  evening  musical  performances. 


Women  'sing  a  new  song'  at  assembly 


BY  LINDA  BLOOM 

PHILADELPHIA  (UMNS)  -  Their 
songs  were  joyous  and  uplifting,  but  the 
message  was  serious:  whether  by  pover¬ 
ty,  racism  or  the  effects  of  war,  women 
and  children  must  no  longer  be  margin¬ 
alized. 

The  message  was  repeated  through¬ 
out  the  2002  Assembly  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  held  April  25-28  in 
Philadelphia.  Under  the  theme,  “Sing  a 
New  Song,”  nearly  10,000  participants 
engaged  in  worship  and  Bible  study;  lis¬ 
tened  to  speakers  who  discussed  issues 
crucial  to  women  and  children;  took 
part  in  63  different  afternoon  focus 
groups  and  enjoyed  evening  musical 
performances. 

The  million-member  organization 
holds  the  event  every  four  years,  coordi¬ 
nated  through  its  administrative  arm, 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Assembly  participants  responded  to  a 
call  to  action  by  Marion  Wright 
Edelman,  founder  and  president  of  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund.  Following  her 
April  26  presentation,  they  wrote  letters 
to  U.S.  senators  and  representatives, 
advocating  die  reauthorization  of  the 
federal  Child  Care  and  Development 
Block  Grant  and  a  funding  increase  of 
$20  billion  over  the  next  five  years. 

The  effects  of  violence  and  war  on 
children,  especially  in  light  of  new 
aggression  by  the  United  States  since  the 
Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks,  were  highlight¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Hea  Sun  Kim  during  her 
April  26  Bible  study.  Kim  is  a  United 
Mediodist  clergywoman  and  Women’s 
Division  consultant. 

Born  “on  the  ashes”  of  the  Korean 
War,  Kim  as  a  child  attended  a  church 
established  specifically  for  the  war  wid¬ 
ows.  "None  of  my  Sunday  school  friends 
had  fathers,”  she  recalled. 

Kim  also  learned  that  being  a  widow 
meant  living  in  poverty  because  women 
with  children  could  not  make  a  living  on 
their  own. 


The  United  States  may  have  the  most 
power  in  terms  of  military  weapons  and 
global  influence,  but  Kim  said,  “War  is 
not  a  way  to  build  peace.  We  have 
learned  that  very  well  in  Korea.” 

Instead,  she  suggested,  adults  must 
possess  the  humbleness  of  children  to 
achieve  peace.  “They  (children)  are  our 
spiritual  center,  and  they  are  God’s  king¬ 
dom  in  our  midst,”  she  said. 

Issues  of  war  and  peace  also  echoed 
in  the  April  27  Bible  study  presented  by 
the  Rev.  Barbara  Lundblad,  a  Lutheran 
pastor  and  associate  professor  of 
preaching  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary. 

In  telling  the  Old  Testament  story  of 
Rahab,  the  prostitute  who  hid  two 
Hebrew  men  and  so  assisted  in  the 
takeover  of  Canaan,  Lundblad  noted 
modern-day  parallels.  When  Joshua 
arrived  at  the  “promised  land,”  he  found 
that  Canaan  was  not  deserted  but 
inhabited  by  other  groups.  In  the  same 
way,  America  was  not  an  empty  land 
when  Columbus  discovered  it,  nor  was 
Palestine  deserted  when  it  was  divided 
by  the  British  in  1948  to  create  the  state 
of  Israel. 

But  while  some  700,000  Palestinians 
were  driven  from  their  homes,  “the 
Jewish  people  who  sought  this  home¬ 
land  had  been  driven  out  of  their  homes 
by  a  holocaust  so  tragic  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  imagine,”  she  said.  “So 
don’t  make  the  mistake  of  thinking  this 
is  simple.” 

Rahab,  who  later  lived  among  the 
Hebrews  and  is  counted  as  one  of  the 
great,  great,  great-grandmothers  of  Jesus 
in  the  gospel  of  Matthew,  "bids  us  to  be 
attentive  to  those  who  live  in  die  mar¬ 
gins  of  life,”  according  to  Lundblad. 

Rahab  also  puts  a  humanizing  face 
on  conflicts  in  which  attempts  are  made 
to  brand  the  other  side  as  monsters  - 
labeling  all  Arabs  as  terrorists,  for  exam¬ 
ple.  From  slurs  against  African  slaves  to 
Jews  in  Nazi  Germany,  “this  has  always 
been  a  way  to  destroy  a  people:  to  dehu- 


Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Boulevard 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70127 
(504)  244-5100 
www.pmmh.org 


Our  Spiritual  Team 
Complements  Our 
Medical  Team 


At  Methodist  Hospital, 
we  care  for  the 
whole  person  - 
mind,  body 
and  spirit. 
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Charles  Caliga  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Covington  was  recently  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  national  council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  for  providing  50  years 
of  volunteer  service.  Only  one  other  person  in  Louisiana  received  the  honor  this 
year.  Caliga  became  a  Scout  when  he  was  12,  eventually  becoming  an  Eagle  Scout 
in  1 939.  Later  he  served  as  troop  leader  in  New  Orleans  and  other  areas.  He  and 
his  family  then  settled  in  Covington.  For  1 5  years,  he  led  Troop  1 1 3  in  Tchefuncta 
Club  Estates.  Caliga  is  an  active  member  of  the  church,  presently  serving  at  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Covington  celebrated  the  Rev.  Ed. 
Barksdale's  84th  birthday  on  April  21 . 
Rev.  Barksdale  has  been  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  person  at  First  UMC  for  years,  not 
only  as  a  past  minister,  but  also  as  a 
devoted  member  of  the  congregation 
since  his  retirement.  He  served  as  pastor 
of  First  United  Methodist,  Covington, 
from  1976-1986. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs  recently  hosted  a  birthday 
party  celebrating  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston.  Pastors 
Wybra  Price  and  Monica  Monk  welcomed  Rev.  Kirby  Vining  as  guest  speaker. 


Under  the  direction  of  William  Baker,  the  St.  Timothy  Choir,  accompanied  by  a  thir¬ 
ty  member  professional  orchestra,  presented  a  performance  of  The  Creation  by 
Franz  Joseph  Haydn  on  April  28th.  Featured  soloists  were  Lisa  Whitehurst, 
Stephen  Rushing,  and  Greg  Warren.  The  concert  included  a  synchronized  multi- 
media  presentation  highlighting  various  elements  of  the  creation.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Music  Ministry  of  St. Timothy  on  the  Northshore  email 
Music@StTimothyUMC.org. 


Pastor  serves  on  'Christian  Unity'  commission 


The  Rev.  Hulen 
Warren  (Elizabeth 
Sullivan  Memorial, 

Bogalusa)  has  been 
blessed  to  see  the 
Church  in  a  way  that 
many  have  not. 

Warren  was  recently 
named  as  a  member  of 
the  General 
Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns. 

The  forty-person  commission,  com¬ 
prised  of  people  of  different  ages,  races, 
genders,  and  cultures,  who  represent  a 
variety  of  stances  on  numerous  issues,  is 
charged:  “(1)  To  advocate  and  work 
toward  the  full  reception  of  the  gift  of 
Christian  unity  in  every  aspect  of  the 
Church’s  life  and  to  foster  approaches  to 
ministry  and  mission  that  more  fully 
reflect  the  oneness  of  Christ’s  church  in 
the  human  community.  (2)  To  advocate 
and  work  for  the  establishment  and 
strengthening  of  relationships 
with  other  living  faith  communities,  and 
to  further  dialogue  with  persons  of  other 
faiths,  cultures,  and  ideologies.”  (See 
BOD  *11901  for  more.) 

Warren  says  that  serving  on  the  com¬ 
mission  has  given  him  a  true  sense  of 
the  strength  that  comes  from  diversity 
and  has  also  allowed  him  to  “see  the 
Church  in  action,”  because  the  tone  set 
is  one  of  love  and  support  to  all  who 
come  to  the  table.  The  commission  is 
currently  addressing  several  important 
issues  including:  Acts  of  Repentance  for 


Racism,  Homosexuality  and  the  Unity  of 
the  UMC,  and  Faith  and  War.  (You  can 
find  specifics  about  these  issues  at 
http://www.gccuic-umc.org.)  GCCUIC 
issues  statements  and  makes  recom¬ 
mendations  to  General  Conference 
based  on  the  outcome  of  their  delibera¬ 
tions. 

Warren  says  that  the  work  of  GCCUIC 
is  “slow  and  difficult,”  and  he  encour¬ 
ages  local  churches  to  support  all  clergy 
who  give  their  time  to  serve  on  the  dis¬ 
trict,  conference,  and  general  level. 

“We  need  this  commission,”  he  says, 
“Because  this  is  the  place  that  we  are 
mandated  to  discuss  issues  that  many 
would  rather  not  discuss." 

As  the  Discipline  states,  “In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  we  are  called  to  work 
within  our  diversity  while  exercising 
patience  and  forbearance  with  one 
another.  Such  patience  stems  neither 
from  indifference  toward  the  truth  nor 
from  an  indulgent  tolerance  of  error  but 
from  an  awareness  that  we  know  only  in 
part. . .” 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
North  Shore  District 
Communication  Advisor: 

Rev.  Brady  Whitton 
355  Asbury  Dr. 
Mandeville,  LA  70471-3136 
(504)  626-3307 
bswhitton@earthlink.net 
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NCC  chief  urges  action  in  Middle  East 


(UMNS)-  The  entire  world  “stands  on 
the  brink  of  catastrophe”  if  a  compre¬ 
hensive  peace  is  not  achieved  soon  in 
the  Middle  East. 

That’s  the  opinion  of  a  delegation  of 
U.S.  religious  leaders,  including  three 
United  Methodists,  who  visited  the 
region  on  an  April  16-27  trip  organized 
by  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Edgar,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  and  the  NCC’s  chief 
executive,  led  the  group. 

In  a  statement  issued  April  30,  the 
delegation  said  it  continually  heard 
pleas  from  Middle  East  leaders  for  out¬ 
side  intervention  in  the  crisis.  The  group 
noted  the  "urgent  need  for  the  United 
States  to  take  decisive  action  to  con¬ 
strain  the  government  of  Israel  to  abide 
by  United  Nations  resolutions  and  to  do 
so  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  priority.” 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  recendy  retired 
chief  executive  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  a  delegation  member,  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  that  if 
the  United  States  can’t  help  bring  an  end 
to  the  conflict,  he  doesn’t  know  who  can. 

Hale,  who  has  visited  the  Middle  East 


on  numerous  occasions,  said  he  found 
this  time  a  sense  of  hopelessness 
“among  the  people  I  have  known  for  a 
long  time.”  Jim  Winkler,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  had  just  visited  the 
Middle  East  in  February  with  a  delega¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  leaders.  At  that 
time,  he  explained,  there  was  a  lull  in  the 
fighting,  but  in  April  the  situation  was 
noticeably  worse,  with  a  “deep  despair” 
on  both  sides. 

He  returned  with  the  NCC  delegation 
partly  because  of  “how  fervendy 
Christian  leaders  asked  for  the  presence 
of  American  church  leaders,”  he  said. 

The  group’s  statement  expressed  a  deep 
concern  “for  the  future  of  a  viable, 
indigenous  Christian  presence  in  the 
Middle  East.” 

The  delegation’s  journey  began  on 
April  18  with  a  meeting  of  Orthodox 
Church  leaders  in  Istanbul,  Turkey, 
where  His  All  Holiness  Bartholomew, 
Ecumenical  Patriarch  of  Constantinople, 
blessed  the  mission  of  peace  and 
expressed  concern  for  those  trapped  in 
fire  Church  of  the  Nativity  in  Bethlehem. 
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Photo  by  Betty  Backstrom 


Supporters,  board  members  and  donors  gathered  for  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation's  annual  luncheon  held  at  the  Shreveport  Club  April  24. 
Guests  listened  to  presentations  on  the  "state  of  the  Foundation"  and  received  an 
opportunity  to  view  the  plans  for  the  Foundation's  new  office  building,  scheduled 
for  completion  in  2003. 

President  and  CEO  Michael  D.  Reeves  addressed  the  audience,  outlining  the 
Foundation's  focus  for  the  future.  "In  agreement  and  in  respect  of  the  Bishop's  stat¬ 
ed  priorities,  we  have  realigned  our  funding  guidelines  to  clergy  training,  leader 
development  and  church  extension  and  renewal,"  said  Reeves,  who  referred  to  a 
challenge  grant  the  Foundation  will  offer  the  annual  conference  that  would  estab¬ 
lish  an  office  of  church  extension  and  renewal. 

Reeves  also  announced  a  collaborative  relationship  with  Centenary  College. 
Centenary  has  given  office  space  for  a  new  North  Louisiana  office,  manned  by  Bob 
Carroll,  and  will  be  participating  with  the  Foundation  in  a  Ministry  Institute  which 
will  offer  cutting  edge  continuing  education  for  clergy. 
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Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 


You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


Church  Money  Quiz 

Question: 

Where  can  your  church  earn  4%  on  its 
money  with  quick  access  and  no  pre¬ 
payment  penalty? 

A.  Checking  Account 

B.  Savings  Account 

C.  Money  Market  Account 

D.  UMFLa  Fixed  Fund! 


The  right  answer  is  the  UMFLa  Fixed  Fund!  Call 
your  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
for  details,  at  (225)  346-1646  or  (800)  256-9317. 
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Warm  Hugs  Homemade  Cookies  Quiet  Talks 

Christmas  Traditions  Picnics  Birthday  Cake 

Scraped  Knees  Vegetable  Gardens  Little  League 
Piano  Lessons  Bedtime  Prayers  Dried  Tears 

Kittens  ♦  Back  to  School  Lunch  Boxes  Dance  Classes 
Swingsets  Hot  Chocolate  Lemonade  Stands 

Allowances  Easter  Dresses  Fairy  Tales  Bag  Lunches 

Popcorn  Balls  Lullabies  Homework  Beautiful  Eyes 

\ 

Fresh  Flowers  Puppies  Playing  I  Kool-Aid 

Homemade  Ornaments  Hair  Ribbons  Sunday  School 
School  Mornings  Christmas  Stockings  4  Breakfast 

Birthday  Surprises  Summer  Vacations  Dinner  Time 

Laughing  Peanut  Butter  &  Jelly  ♦  Corsages 

There  is  no  Substitute  for  a  Good 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Ruston*  Louisiana 

Mother’s  Day  Offering  -  May  12 


'Walk  for  Missions' 
set  for  conference 

Don’t  forget  the  first  annual  “Walk 
for  Missions,”  benefitting  Hispanic 
Ministries,  to  be  held  on  June  3  at  the 
2002  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
“Rise  Up  and  Walk”  will  begin  at  6 
a.m.  in  the  Centenary  Fitness  Center, 
ending  at  8  a.m.  Questions  may  be 
directed  to  Pete  Aguila, 
adler4@aol.com;  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  robumc@yahoo.com  or 
phone,  (225)  664-7979;  or  Rev. 

Rhonda  Feurtado,  utila675@aol.com. 

Also,  the  nine  Districts  will  be  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  Paper  Drive  at  Annual 
Conference.  Paper  items  ranging 
from  school  notebook  paper  to  paper 
towels  to  paper  diapers  will  be  col¬ 
lected  and  distributed  to  the  various 
institutions  related  to  the 
Conference. 

Laity  positions  open 

Conference  Lay  Leader  Dr.  Anita 
Crump,  recently  announced  that  all 
positions  for  the  Board  of  Laity  are 
open. 

The  nominations  and  election  will 
be  held  during  the  Laity  Session, 
Monday  afternoon,  June  3,  at  the 
Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport. 

Positions  to  be  filled  are: 
Conference  Lay  Leader,  Associate  Lay 
Leader,  Secretary,  Financial  Officer, 
Chairpersons  for  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries,  Bob  lay  Memorial  1000 
Club,  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund. 
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to  feature  special  services  and  meals 


Annual  Conference 

The  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  will  conduct  daily  morn¬ 
ing  prayer  services  during  Annual 
Conference  at  Centenary  College,  June 
3-5.  All  three  events  will  begin  at  6:30 
a.m.  in  the  amphitheater  with  music  led 
by  Rev.  Joe  Hamilton.  Monday’s  speaker 
will  be  Alvin  Kirk;  Tuesday’s  speaker  will 


be  Charlie  Taylor;  and  Wednesday’s 
speaker  will  be  Leland  Stanford. 

In  addition  to  the  prayer  services, 
UMM  will  sponsor  a  luncheon  on 
Tuesday,  June  4  in  the  Centenary  Room, 
with  I^arry  Clanton  as  speaker. 

Luncheon  fees  will  be  paid  at  the  door. 

Town  &  Country  Ministries  along  with 


The  Fellowship  of  Associate  Members 
and  Local  Pastors  will  co-host  a  dinner 
on  Monday,  June  3rd  during  Annual 
Conference.  The  guest  speaker  will  be 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson.  The  dinner 
will  be  held  in  the  South  Dining  Hall  on 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  2 


A  Century  of  Caring 


Ruston  Children's 
Home  turns  100 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Children  and  Family  Services,  Inc. 
located  in  Ruston,  formally  celebrated 
its  centennial  year  on  April  25  with  the 
consecration  of  the  Mayme  and 
Thomas  Scott  Building.  Known  as  the 
“CAB”  (Changing  Attitudes  and 
Behaviors)  building,  the  new  structure 
will  be  home  to  24  of  the  most  needy 
children  served  by  the  institution. 

Over  500  guests  celebrated  the  con¬ 
secration,  and  more  importantly,  100 
years  of  service  to  the  children  and 
families  of  this  state.  “Our  mission 
remains  today  as  it  has  always  been  . . . 
to  offer  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  to  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  families  who  are  expe¬ 
riencing  crises  in  family  life,”  said  pres¬ 
ident  and  CEO  Terrel  DeVille. 

The  facility  began,  by  Conference 
action,  in  1902  and  was  first  known  as 
Louisiana  Methodist  Orphanage,  later 
as  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home.  Begun  largely  as  a  residence  for 
homeless  and  orphaned  children,  the 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Staff  member  Marcia  Franz  embraces  Clotele  Walker  Erwin,  the  oldest  living  former 
resident  of  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston,  during  the  celebration  of  the 
home's  centennial. 

institution  now  serves  youth  through  their  families,  or  to  be  launched  into 
short-term  residential  programs.  “Our  independent  living,”  said  Rev.  Paul 
youth  are  here  for  only  the  period  of 

time  needed  to  equip  them  to  return  to  See  Children's  Home,  page  5 


Flood  buckets  needed  to  replenish  stock  at  UMCOR  depot 


As  a  result  of  recent  flooding  in  sever¬ 
al  regions  of  the  United  States,  the 
UMCOR  Depot’s  supply  of  flood  buckets 
is  almost  depleted. 

More  than  2,400  buckets  were 
shipped  to  Missouri  recently.  Only  100 
are  now  in  stock. 

Church  members  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  contribute  to  the  flood 
bucket  supply  by  bringing  flood  buckets 
to  be  placed  in  the  Mission  in  Motion 
trailer  during  Annual  Conference  in 
Shreveport. 

The  contents  of  flood  buckets  should 
be  as  follows: 

5  gal.  bucket  with  resealable  lid 

Vz  gal.  bleach 


5  scouring  pads 
Ceder-0  2000  scrub  brush 
18  Easy  Wipe  reusable  cleaning  towels 
7  Niagara  sponges 

50  oz.  Ultra  Cheer  laundry  detergent 
12  oz.  Lysol  concentrate 
28  oz.  Ultra  Dawn  disinfectant  soap 
50  clothes  pins 

clothesline,  arctic  cotton  3/16”  diam¬ 
eter  x  100  ft. 

5  packs  dust  masks 
2  pair  latex  gloves 

1  pairWellsLamont,  canvas  dot  work 
gloves 

24  bag  roll  of  Glad  Tie  trash  bags,  45  gal. 
14  oz.  insect  spray 
9  oz.  air  freshener 


Volunteers  unload  flood  buckets  during 
the  response  to  Tropical  Storm  Allison. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"He  Don't  Know  How  to  Land" 


Kay  and  I  took  a  couple  of  hours  last 
Saturday  to  go  see  the  new  movie  hit, 
“Spider- Man.”  I  have  long  been  a  fan  of 
Tobey  Maguire  who  plays  this  masked 
marvel  of  a  character.  I  especially 
appreciated  Mr.  Maguire’s  roles  in 
“Pleasantville”  and  in  “The  Cider  House 
Rules.”  His  performance  in  “Spider- 
Man”  will  make  him  an  American  hero 
I  am  sure!  If  you  want  two  hours  of 
non-stop  fantasy,  spend  it  in  a  theater 
near  you  watching  Spider-Man  spin  his 
webs  and  save  society  from  the  forces 
of  evil. 

When  we  got  into  the  theater,  we 
found  seats  next  to  a  woman  who  had 
two  small  boys  on  either  side  of  her.  We 
slipped  past  them,  trying  not  to  knock 
their  popcorn  onto  the  floor,  and  sat 
down  to  enjoy  the  film.  I  sat  next  to 
one  of  the  boys  who  had  eager  eyes  and 
who  said  to  me,  “Everyone  loves 
Spider- Man!”  I  whole-heartedly 
agreed. 

The  movie  quickly  got  into  the  story 
of  how  Peter  Parker,  the  town  nerd,  is 
bitten  by  a  strange  spider  and  conse- 
quendy  finds  himself  bulked  up  in  size 
and  gifted  with  the  ability  to  spin  spider 
webs  that  allow  him  to  swing  from 
building  to  building.  He  also  is  given 
the  gift  of  sticky  hands  and  feet  that 
provide  him  the  means  by  which  he 
can  scale  any  building  in  New  York  City. 
When  he  first  tries  out  this  new  possi¬ 
bility,  he  is  a  bit  klutzy  in  his  actions. 

As  Spider-Man  was  trying  to  learn 
how  to  use  his  new  skills,  the  little  boy 


next  to  me  said,  “I 
wouldn’t  want  to  be 
Spider-Man.  He  don’t 
know  how  to  land!” 

At  the  time  I  thought, 

“That  has  something 
profound  to  say  to  all 
of  us,  and  especially 
to  the  church.”  Often 
we  are  ineffective  in 
who  we  are  gifted  to 
be  because  we  don’t 
know  how  to  land! 

When  we  gather  for  our  upcoming 
Annual  Conference  session  we  will 
have  the  joy  of  celebrating  and  sharing 
our  spiritual  giftedness.  We  will  have 
the  excitement  of  swinging  from  idea  to 
idea  and  from  proposal  to  proposal. 

We  will  have  the  fun  of  spinning  our 
webs  of  contact  with  one  another,  of 
dreaming  the  dream  of  the  rescue  of 
society  from  the  forces  of  evil,  and  of 
envisioning  ministries  that  have  the 
potential  of  changing  the  world. 

But  in  the  midst  of  all  our  celebra¬ 
tion  and  excitement  there  has  to  be 
that  moment  of  reality  when  we  figure 
out  how  we  are  going  to  land!  How  are 
we  going  to  put  theory  into  everyday 
practice?  How  are  we  going  to  finance 


/  pray  no  one  will 
say,  “Wasn’t  it  great 
to  be  together  and  to 
experience  the 
unfathomable  power 
of  God,  but  now  we 
have  to  return  home 
to  the  way  it  has 
always  been.” 


our  thoughts?  How  are  we  going  to 
make  possible  the  best  of  our  ideas? 

We  have  to  know  how  to  land! 

I  pray  this  session  of  Conference  will 
be  filled  with  spiritual  highs  that  will 
put  the  antics  of  Spider-Man  in  the 
shade!  I  pray  we  will  have  visions  that 
have  no  ceilings.  I  pray  we  will  dream 
dreams  that  not  only  are  in  Technicolor, 
but  also  are  charged  with  excitement.  1 
pray  we  will  not  apply  a  “we  can’t  do  it” 
philosophy  to  any  possibility. 

And  I  also  pray  we  will  know  how  to 


land!  I  pray  the  spirit  of  Jesus  will  land 
our  thoughts  on  solid  ground  and  will 
give  us  insights  into  how  we  can  move 
from  theory  to  reality.  I  pray  no  one 
will  say,  “Wasn’t  it  great  to  be  together 
and  to  experience  the  unfathomable 
power  of  God,  but  now  we  have  to 
return  home  to  the  way  it  has  always 
been.” 

Landing  our  spiritual  experience 
isn’t  the  same  thing  as  acquiescing  to 
the  old  way.  Landing  our  spiritual 
experience  is  knowing  how  to  translate 
those  experiences  into  an  everyday 
walk  with  Christ  that  is  filled  anew  with 
the  power  of  his  presence.  It  is  translat¬ 
ing  our  dreams  into  viable,  workable 
options.  It  is  putting  feet  and  legs  to 
our  visions  so  that  they  become  tangi¬ 
ble  happenings  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  need  them  so  much. 

Please  join  with  me  in  praying  for 
our  Annual  Conference  session  that  we 
will  know  both  the  joy  of  new  power 
and  how  to  land!  Any  spiritual  journey 
has  to  have  the  unexplainable 
moments  when  our  spirits  leap  from 
pinnacle  to  pinnacle.  But  it  also  has  to 
have  the  practical  moment  that  turns 
our  spiritual  insight  into  a  livable  reali¬ 
ty.  Oh,  what  a  joy  divine  when  it 
becomes  so! 

Here's  to  fantastic  visions  and  a  great 
landing! 

fall 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


UMW  deliver  childcare  message  to  Congress 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The 
officers  of  United  Methodist  Women 
came  to  the  nation’s  Capitol  on  May 
15  to  fulfill  a  mission  for  children. 

They  delivered  messages  from 
more  than  6,750  church  women  who 
had  written  concerns  about  child 
care  on  oversize  postcards  during  a 
recent  assembly  in  Philadelphia.  In 
their  messages,  the  women  expressed 
their  care  for  children  and  the  need 
for  providing  day  care  that  working 
parents  can  afford. 

Most  of  the  cards  were  delivered 
to  Rep.  George  Miller  (D-Calif.),  who 
has  agreed  to  have  some  read  into 
the  Congressional  Record.  Miller 
introduced  the  Leave  No  Child 
Behind  legislation  to  Congress  last 
year,  and  although  it  did  not  become 
law,  some  of  its  points  were  incorpo¬ 
rated  into  other  bills. 

The  delegation  of  six  officers  also 
left  cards  at  the  offices  of  key  sena¬ 


tors,  including  United  Methodists  Jeff 
Bingaman  (D-N.M.)  and  Debbie  A. 
Stabenow  (D-Mich.),  as  well  as 
Blanche  L.  Lincoln  (D-Ark.)  and  John 
D.  Rockefeller  IV  (D-W.  Va.).  The 
women  visited  with  representatives 
as  the  House  prepared  to  vote  on  a 
new  version  of  the  1996  welfare  bill, 
which  has  implications  for  child  care. 

The  writing  project  at  the  2002 
Assembly  of  United  Methodist 
Women  on  April  26  built  on  informa¬ 
tion  provided  by  Marian  Wright 
Edelman,  founder  and  president  of 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fund.  Only 
one  of  seven  eligible  children 
receives  federal  child  care  assistance, 
she  said  at  the  assembly. 


"We’ve  got  to  make  these  invisible 
children  visible,”  Edelman  told  the 
UMW  officers  before  they  went  to 
Capitol  Hill  with  their  message  and 
postcards.  “The  church  can’t  be  silent 
today.” 

Helen  Blank  and  Debbie  Weinstein 
with  the  Children’s  Defense  Fund 
briefed  the  women  on  the  legislation 
that  expires  this  year  and  will  be 
rewritten  by  Congress.  Blank 
explained  that  the  main  sources  of 
federal  money  for  child  care  are  con¬ 
tained  in  two  bills:  one,  the  Child 
Care  and  Development  Block  Grant, 
and  the  other,  the  welfare  bill  known 
as  Temporary  Aid  to  Needy  Families. 
Both  are  due  for  renewal. 


U.S.  Rep.  George  Miller  (D-Calif.)  (center)  talks  with  officers  of  United  Methodist 
Women  on  the  steps  of  the  Capitol.  UMW  President  Genie  Bank  (center,  right)  led 
the  group  in  bringing  the  6,750  postcards  written  by  UMW  members  at  their 
assembly  in  April. The  cards  contain  messages  urging  Congress  and  the  White 
House  to  increase  funding  for  child  care,  a  umns  photo  by  Joretta  Purdue 


Executive  Director 

Dulac  Community  Center  in  Dulac,  La.  is  seeking  an  executive  director. 
Qualifications:  Undergraduate  Degree  in  social  sciences  or  business  man¬ 
agement  or  equivalent  experience.  Experience  in  personnel  management, 
communications  skills,  fund  raising,  budget  control  and  program  adminis¬ 
tration.  A  commitment  to  mission  and  outreach  ministries  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  essential.  Deadline  to  apply:  May  31,  2002 
Fax  resume  to:  (985)  868-7716  or  (985)  563-7826 


Annual  Conference,  from  page  7 


Centenary’s  campus.  The  cost  for  the 
meal  is  $6.00  and  tickets  can  reserved 
by  contacting  Judy  Bazer  at 
dbazer@innersoft.net.  Please  make 
your  reservations  by  May  21,  2002. 
Tickets  can  also  be  purchased  during 
registration  at  Annual  Conference. 

Institutions  related  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  sponsor  a  con¬ 
tinental  breakfast  on  June  3  in  the 


Centenary  Fitness  Center  on 
Centenary’s  campus.  Those  attending 
Annual  Conference  can  stop  by  for  fel¬ 
lowship  and  informal  sharing  between 
7-8  a.m. 

Organizers  of  the  breakfast  explain 
that  the  event  gives  institutions  related 
to  the  Conference  a  chance  to  say 
“thank  you”  for  the  generous  support 
of  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 


May  24, 2002 
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Hunger  Summit  speaker  challenges  church  to  do  better 


BY  JORETTA  PURDUE 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  If  the  most¬ 
ly  United  Methodist  participants  at  the 
Hunger  Summit  were  not  fired  up  before 
they  heard  evangelist  Tony  Campolo 
speak  on  bread  and  justice,  they  may 
well  have  been  afterward. 

“Evangelism  is  not  recruiting  people 
for  heaven;  it’s  for  changing  the  world 
into  what  it  ought  to  be,”  declared 
Campolo,  a  clergyman  of  the  American 
Baptist  Church,  in  the  closing  address  of 
the  May  9-10  event. 

The  Hunger  Summit  focused  on  cre¬ 
ating  a  movement  to  end  hunger  in  the 
United  States.  Sponsors  said  the  meeting 
might  have  been  the  first  to  bring 
together  the  staff  and  resources  of  a 
church  board,  a  theological  school  and  a 
nondenominational  hunger  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  event  was  jointly  produced  by 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  the  denomination’s  social 
action  and  advocacy  agency;  the  Society 
of  St.  Andrew,  a  nonprofit  hunger  relief 
organization;  and  United  Methodist- 
related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 

Campolo  cited  the  prophecy  that 
begins  in  Isaiah  65:17  with  predictions  of 
joy  replacing  sorrow,  children  not  dying 
in  infancy  but  living  to  an  old  age,  and 
people  having  food  and  housing  by  their 
own  labor  rather  than  being  exploited  by 
others. 

“Repentance  and  commitment  (to 
God)  should  be  part  of  our  everyday 
lives,”  he  said.  He  said  that  the  second 
coming  of  Christ  should  not  be  seen  as  a 
threat,  but  he  also  noted  that  Jesus’  only 
description  of  judgment  day  is  given  in 
the  context  of  how  people  treat  the  poor 
and  hungry. 

Campolo  spoke  of  the  Jewish  belief  in 
the  Sabbath  that  called  for  rest  every 
seventh  day  for  laborers  and  servants  as 
well  as  the  wealthy.  Every  field  was  to  be 
allowed  to  rest  without  a  crop  for  one 
year  out  of  seven.  But,  Campolo  said,  the 
people  did  not  observe  the  Jubilee, 
which  called  for  the  cancellation  of  all 
debts  and  the  return  of  land  to  original 
owners  each  50th  year. 

"One  of  the  things  we  have  to  recog¬ 
nize,”  he  said,  “is  that  it’s  hard  to  preach 
good  news  to  the  poor  without  preach¬ 
ing  bad  news  to  the  rich.” 

Campolo  said  he  admires  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  doing  that.  “You 
stand  up  for  people  who  will  never 
attend  your  church  and  aggravate  those 
who  do,”  he  said. 

He  urged  United  Methodists  to  ask  for 
specific  amounts  when  raising  money. 


“We  exist  in  a 
culture  whose 
main  religion  is 
materialism.” 


—  Tony  Campolo 


Participants  in  the  national  Hunger  Summit  in  Washington  unload  40-pound  boxes  of  sweet  pota¬ 
toes  donated  by  a  North  Carolina  grower  for  the  use  of  area  hunger  relief  agencies.  The  two-day 
meeting  focused  on  creating  a  movement  to  end  hunger  in  the  United  States.  The  summit  was  joint¬ 
ly  produced  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society;  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  a  non¬ 
profit  hunger  relief  organization;  and  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  a  umns  photo  by  Carol  a.  Breitinger 


U.S.  Christians  who  cannot 
deliver  a  dollar  a  day  to  the 
hungry  people  of  the  world 
should  not  claim  to  be 
Christian,  he  said. 

He  also  criticized  the 
denomination  for  spending 
“too  much  time  talking  about 
things  that  Jesus  didn’t  talk 
about”  -  like  homosexuality, 
which  Jesus  did  not  mention. 

“You’ve  got  to  get  (people) 
to  do  something  so  they  will 
change,”  he  advised  hunger 
workers.  “Getting  people  to 
give  is  the  kindest,  most  loving 
thing  you  can  do  for  the  giver.” 

He  challenged  the  church 
to  question  "the  powers  and 
principalities”  about  justice. 

"Every  time  we  kill  a  terrorist, 
we  create  two  or  three  more,” 
he  declared.  Malaria  is  elimi¬ 
nated  not  simply  by  killing 
mosquitoes,  but  by  destroying 
die  pools  of  stagnant  water 
that  are  breeding  areas  for 
mosquitoes,  he  said. 

The  United  States  is  “spending  so 
much  on  international  warfare  that 
we’ve  forgotten  there  are  people  in 
need,”  Campolo  said.  “‘Justice’  is  referred 
to  in  Scripture  more  often  than  the  word 
’love.’” 

Mainline  churches  should  recruit 
young  people  to  spend  a  year  working 
with  inner-city  poor  people,  he  said.  A 
model  already  in  use  has  teams  spend¬ 
ing  their  mornings  in  study,  afternoons 
in  fieldwork  and  evenings  going  door  to 
door,  praying  for  people. 

“There  are  hungry  people  in  the 
United  States  today,  and  there  shouldn’t 
be,”  declared  the  Rev.  Ken  Horne  in  the 
keynote  speech  on  “Connecting  Justice 
and  Mercy.”  Horne  is  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  and  director  of  the  Society  of 
St.  Andrew,  which  operates  volunteer 
gleaning  and  hunger  education  pro¬ 
grams. 

About  90  billion  pounds  of  food  are 


thrown  away  each  year  in  this  country, 
he  said.  In  2001,  the  society  salvaged 
46.4  million  pounds  and  redistributed 
the  food  to  hungry  people.  Of  that  quan¬ 
tity,  hand-gleaned  produce  accounted 
for  20  million  pounds  -  double  the 
amount  of  the  previous  year.  The  rest 
was  received  in  bulk  from  growers  and 
other  sources.  Cost  of  transportation  of 
the  salvaged  foods  averages  3.9  cents  a 
pound. 

Horne  believes  the  United  States  has 
the  resources  to  eliminate  hunger.  What 
is  lacking,  he  said,  is  the  political  and 
moral  will  to  do  it. 

“There  are  hungry'  and  homeless  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  United  States  because  that  is 
the  way  we  want  it  as  a  country,"  he 
declared.  “We  exist  in  a  culture  whose 
main  religion  is  materialism.” 

Horne  challenged  the  church  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  will  for  change.  The  moral  lead¬ 
ership  must  come  from  the  church,  he 
said,  because  it  is  the  only  organization 
that  has  as  its  bottom  line  is  “the  welfare 


of  the  least  and  the  lost.” 

“The  deck  is  stacked  against  these 
folks,  and  they  have  no  voice,”  Home 
said.  People  who  are  down  on  their  luck 
cannot  make  a  living  on  minimum  wage, 
even  with  two  jobs,  he  added.  They  need 
a  helping  hand. 

He  urged  various  church  agencies 
and  institutions  and  hunger  groups  to 
talk  to  one  another  as  a  way  of  being 
more  effective.  He  also  warned 
Christians  to  avoid  being  co-opted  by 
political  parties  and  their  agendas. 

“What  is  comfortable  to  do  is  not 
always  what  poor  people  really  need,"  he 
said.  Christians  need  to  do  ministry  with 
poor  people,  not  for  poor  people,  he 
explained.  United  Methodists  have  a  tra¬ 
dition  stemming  from  John  Wesley,  the 
denomination’s  founder,  and  they  also 
have  the  geographic  spread  to  eliminate 
hunger  in  the  United  States,  he  said.  He 
urged  against  creating  another  organiza¬ 
tion  or  program  but  encouraged  a  move¬ 
ment  within  the  denomination. 


Delegation  of  Vietnamese  religious  leaders  visits  U.S.  church  leaders 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  A  delegation  of 


Vietnamese  religious  leaders  spoke 
about  religious  tolerance  in  their  coun¬ 
try  and  expressed  thanks  for  past  coop¬ 
eration  during  meetings  with  U.S. 
church  leaders. 

In  a  May  9  stop  in  New  York,  the 
Buddhist,  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  clerics  met  with  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  Church  World 
Service  executives,  chatted  with  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  attended  a  dis¬ 


cussion  with  U.N.  representatives  of  reli¬ 
gious  organizations.  Also  participating 
was  a  delegation  representing  the 
Vietnamese  government’s  National 
Committee  for  Religious  Affairs. 

The  delegation  then  moved  on  to 
Washington,  visiting  Foundry  United 
Methodist  Church  on  May  12  and  the 
offices  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  on  May  13. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  a  Church  and  Society 
executive,  said  the  Vietnamese  had 
asked  his  agency  to  help  arrange  the  U.S. 


itinerary  because  of  previous  involve¬ 
ment  in  issues  regarding  Vietnam. 

“They  were  aware  of  our  having 
raised  concerns  about  religious  freedom 
and  our  support  for  the  establishment  of 
the  State  Department  Office  on  Religious 
Freedom  too,”  he  said. 

The  chief  concern  raised  by  the 
Vietnamese  government  representatives 
during  the  visits  was  what  they  consider 
to  be  a  misperception  about  religious 
freedom  in  their  country. 

Le  Quang  Vinh,  chairman  of  the 


National  Committee  for  Religious 
Affairs,  pointed  to  a  bill  called  the 
Vietnam  Human  Rights  Act,  passed  by 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  which 
he  said  claims  that  Vietnam  has  no  reli¬ 
gious  freedom.  He  refuted  the  claim, 
pointing  out  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  Vietnamese  participate  in  religious 
festivals  and  that  churches  and  pagodas 
can  be  found  in  use  throughout 
Vietnam.  The  country  has  six  major 
Catholic  seminaries  and  three  Buddhist 
institutions,  he  said. 
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District  Ministry  Team  holds 
'Spiritual  Gifts  Celebration' 


How  are  you  with  Christ  today? 

These  were  the  words  of  Dr.  Keith 
Kreutziger  as  he  opened  the  Spiritual 
Gifts  Celebration  sponsored  by  the  New 
Orleans  District  Ministry  Team  on 
Sunday  April  28,  2002,  at  St.  Matthew’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie. 

Dr.  Keith  Kreutziger,  Meditative 
Ministries  Leader  for  the  New  Orleans 
District  Ministry  Team  chaired  the  cele¬ 
bration  along  with  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent,  Rev.  Michael 
Hammett,  Pastor  of  Luling  UMC  and 
Barbary  Murray,  District  Missioner. 

The  idea  of  the  Spiritual  Gifts 
Celebration  grew  out  of  a  District 
Ministry  Team  meeting  when  Dr.  Keith 
suggested  the  New  Orleans  District 
hold  a  District  Worship  Service. 

The  committee  centered  the  cele¬ 
bration  around  participants  making  a 
commitment  of  individual  “Gifts”  to 
the  New  Orleans  District. 

The  service  consisted  of  music  from 
the  Munholland  UMC  combined  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir,  the  Korean  Choir,  Messiah- 
E1  Mesias  Choir,  the  Cornerstone 
Quartet,  Peoples  UMC  Cherub  Singers 
and  the  New  Orleans  Cursillo  Singers. 

In  making  the  Spiritual  Gifts 
Celebration  an  all-around  celebration, 
presentations  were  made  by  the  1000 
Club,  and  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund. 

As  New  Orleans  District  Church 
members  arrived  at  the  Spiritual  Gifts 


Celebration,  they  were  able  to  drop  off 
Mission  in  Motion  donations  to  the 
Mission  in  Motion  van  that  was  parked 
in  the  parking  lot. 

The  focus  of  the  Spiritual  Gifts 
Celebration  was  on  the  proclamation 
of  God’s  gifts  as  witnesses  proclaimed 
faith. 

Witnesses  were  Lawrence  Callais  of 
Golden  Meadow  UMC,  Derek  Cha  of 
Korean  UMC  Joe  Castillo  of  Messiah-El 
Mesias  UMC,  Breland  Deano  of 
Munholland  UMC  and  Doris  Leblanc 
of  Bethany  UMC. 

The  expressions  of  the  witnesses  can 
be  summed  up  by  expressions  from 
Lawrence  Callais  when  said  "God  has  a 
job  for  everyone”,  and  Breland  Deano 
when  she  said  “Time  is  a  gift  from 
God”. 

The  Spiritual  Gifts  Celebration  was 
closed  with  informational  booths  giv¬ 
ing  information  on  Disciple  Bible, 
Cursillo,  District  Youth  activities, 
District  UMM,  District  UMW, 
Happening,  Kairos,  Lay  Ministry 
School,  Spiritual  Formation  small  study 
groups,  Walk  to  Emmaus,  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  the  1000  Club  and  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund. 

God  gave  all  of  us  spiritual  gifts,  dis¬ 
cover  them  and  use  them  to  glorify 
God. 

Gifts  cards  of  commitment  were 
presented  by  participants  as  they 
received  the  Gift  of  the  Cross. 


Spiritual  Gifts  Coordinators  were  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray,  Dr.  Keith  Kreutziger  and  Rev.  Michael  Hammett. 
Below,  participants  peruse  displays  at  the  event. 


The  New  Orleans  District  once  again  participated  in  the  Mission  in  Motion  cam¬ 
paign  during  the  month  of  April.  Joseph  Burke  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Algiers  coordi¬ 
nated  the  New  Orleans  District's  participation.  Joe  mentioned  that  all  the  churches 
of  the  New  Orleans  District  should  be  commended  for  a  job  well  done.  "Our 
churches  donated  1 1 2  cases  of  health  and  school  kit  supplies  that  weighed  in  at 
1 ,870  pounds,"  he  said. 

Approximately  75  percent  of  the  district  churches  participated  in  the  campaign.  "I 
was  amazed  that  we  received  all  requested  items,"  Joe  said. The  congregations  and 
members  of  the  New  Orleans  District  extend  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  Luling  UMC  in  St.  Charles  Parish  and  St. 
Matthew's  UMC  in  Metairie  for  hosting  a  van  day  for  collecting  supplies  and  for 
their  gracious  hospitality. 


District  sponsors  VBS  workshop 

Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie  hosted 
the  New  Orleans  District’s  March  4, 

2002,  Vacation  Bible  School  Workshop. 

Sessions  were  presented  on  Bible  story¬ 
telling  (Rev.  Carol  Sherer),  crafts  (Brenda 
Frey),  missions  (Jeanne  Green),  direc¬ 
tors’  information  (Dr.  Anita  Crump), 
activity  centers  (Linda  Berg)  and  pre¬ 
school/kindergarten  activities  (Pam 
Eversmeyer).  Janet  Cavalier,  Director  of 
Christian  Education  at  Munholland 
UMC  and  Barbara  Murray,  District 
Missioner  led  the  music  session. 

The  fun-filled  evening  of  information 
and  music  was  coordinated  by  Rev. 

Carol  Sherer,  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  and 
Linda  Berg,  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC  who  are  co- 
leaders  of  Education  Ministries  for  the 
New  Orleans  District  Ministry  Team. 

The  two  are  available  to  assist  New 
Orleans  District  churches  in  planning 
Vacation  Bible  School  sessions. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
New  Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70114 
(504)  528-2219 
(504)  328-2265  fax 


Janet  Cavalier  leads  the  music  session  at 
the  recent  Vacation  Bible  School  work¬ 
shop  held  at  Munholland  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Metairie.  Churches 
wanting  help  organizing  a  VBS  may  con¬ 
tact  the  District  Ministry  Team  for  help. 
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Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Clockwise  from  above:  Attendees  welcome  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  at  the  consecration  of  the 
new  Mayme  and  Thomas  Scott  Building  at  the  Ruston  Children's  Home;  major  donors  for  the  new 
building;  Rosemary  Ewing,  chair  of  the  board  of  directors,  introduces  Linda  Sabin,  who  edited  a 
book  commemorating  the  home's  centennial;  staff  members  Terrel  DeVille,  John  Allen,  Rev.  Paul 
Sabin  and  Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield. 

Children's  Home,  from  page 1 


Sabin,  director  of  development. 

Fifty  youth  are  currendy  served  by 
the  traditional  residential  program,  20 
in  Emergency  Shelter  Care  and  24 
youth  are  participating  in  the  CAB  pro¬ 
gram.  The  latter  method  of  delivery 
incorporates  an  extremely  intensive 
and  structured  program,  designed  to 
help  youth  change  the  ways  they  think 
and  problem  solve.  A  heavy  focus  is 
placed  on  teaching  social  skills  needed 
to  function  in  the  “outside  world.”  The 
candidates  for  the  CAB  program  have 
had  multiple  placements,  with  many  of 
them  being  out  of  their  family  of  origin 
for  a  number  of  years.  The  program 
exists  as  part  of  a  contract  with  the 
Office  of  Community  Services,  in  which 
the  Ruston  facility  promises  that  resi¬ 
dents  will  remain  with  the  program 


until  fully  ready  for  departure. 

The  average  stay  for  traditional  resi¬ 
dents  stands  at  9-15  months.  Changing 
Attitudes  and  Behaviors  residents  stay 
anywhere  from  two  to  three  years,  or 
more,  depending  on  the  severity  of  his 
or  her  needs. 

“There  are  60  full  time  staff  working 
with  CAB,  including  therapists,  child 
care  workers,  recreation  workers,  and 
teachers  for  the  Howard  Education 
Center.  All  of  the  CAB  youth  are  taught 
at  the  Howard  School.  Close  to  30  of 
our  kids  are  currently  served  in  the 
Lincoln  Parish  public  school  system,” 
said  DeVille. 

The  expansive  campus  includes  the 
CAB  building,  four  additional  residen¬ 
tial  buildings,  tire  development  center, 
an  administrative  building,  a  recre¬ 


ational  center,  the  chapel ,  a  family 
development  building,  the  Howard 
Education  Center  and  a  maintenance 
and  central  supply  building. 

The  Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning 
(OWL)  Center,  located  in  northwest 
Lincoln  Parish,  is  an  important  compo¬ 
nent  of  the  entire  program.  Challenge 
courses  and  outdoor  programs  help 
promote  self  esteem  and  team  building 
among  the  youth  served  by  its  facilities. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Children  and  Family  services  look  to 
the  future  with  an  emphasis  on  devel¬ 
oping  and  improving  the  CAB  program, 
expanding  use  of  the  OWL  Center,  and 
strengthening  the  Family  Plus  program. 

Family  Plus  employs  three  full  time 
professionals  who  work  with  families 
requesting  residential  care,  but  for 


whom  there  are  no  openings.  Through 
home  study,  incorporating  other 
resources,  and  using  the  OWL  Center, 
critical  issues  can  many  times  be 
resolved  while  the  youth  remains  at 
home. 

“We  can't  simply  continue  to  put  out 
the  fires;  we  have  to  take  away  the 
matches,"  DeVille  said,  demonstrating 
the  facility’s  commitment  to  preventa¬ 
tive  efforts. 

"People  often  ask  us  if  we  are  going 
to  add  residential  buildings.  Our  goal  is 
not  to  expand  the  residential  program, 
but  to  grow  more  in  service  to  the  com¬ 
munity  with  prevention  services.  The 
needs  of  children  today  are  different 
than  they  once  were.  We  stay  commit¬ 
ted  to  meeting  those  needs,”  said 
Sabin. 
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Angel  award  deadline  extended 


The  deadline  for  nominations  for  the 
2002  Angel  Award,  a  statewide  program 
offering  $45,000  in  grants  for  efforts  ben- 
efitting  children,  has  been  extended  to 
lune  10,  2002. 

Sponsored  by  Blue  Cross  and  Blue 
Shield  of  Louisiana’s  Louisiana  Child 
Caring  Foundation,  the  Angel  Award 
honors  outstanding  effort  done  to 
improve  life  for  children  in  the  state.  A 
nominee  may  be  recognized  for  his  or 
her  body  of  work  and  can  also  be  part  of 
a  group’s  effort,  although  only  individual 
volunteer,  not  groups,  can  be  nominat¬ 
ed. 

The  volunteer  effort  can  be  aimed  at 
enhancing  any  aspect  of  a  child’s  life, 
including  physical,  emotional,  creative 


and  spiritual.  The  program  includes  a 
$10,000  grant  to  the  overall  winner’s  des¬ 
ignated  charity,  with  seven  regional 
finalists  each  receiving  $5,000  for  their 
selected  charities. 

A  nomination  packet  for  the  2002 
Angel  Award  is  available  by  calling  toll- 
free  (888)  219-2583  or  by  e-mail  to 
AngelAward@bcbsla.com.  The  Blue 
Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of  Louisiana  web¬ 
site,  www.bcbsla.com,  also  features 
details  on  nomination  criteria  and 
includes  an  online  nomination  form. 
Nominations  may  also  be  mailed  to: 
2002  Angel  Award,  Blue  Cross  and  Blue 
Shield  of  Louisiana,  Louisiana  Child 
Caring  Foundation,  R  O.  Box  98022, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70898-9022. 


UMTV.org  offers  video  stories  online 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Communications  has 
launched  a  new  Web  site,  UMTVorg, 
featuring  streamed  video  stories  about 
church  ministries  and  people’s  faith 
journeys. 

The  idea  of  producing  faith  stories 
reflects  “a  strong  desire  among  people  to 
improve  their  quality  of  life,”  said  Ginny 
Underwood,  managing  editor  of  the 
agency’s  new  public  information  unit. 

“We  are  interested  in  telling  stories 
about  people  making  a  difference  and 
stories  about  moral  and  ethical  chal¬ 
lenges  we  now  face  as  a  culture,”  she  said. 

Using  news  feeds,  the  public  infor¬ 
mation  unit  is  offering  reports  to  televi- 


NEWYORK  (UMNS)  -  Although  its 
members  get  distracted  by  other  worth¬ 
while  activities,  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  "is  essentially  and  fundamentally 
a  missionary  body,”  according  to  a 
United  Methodist  theologian. 

God’s  mission  to  reclaim  the  world  is 
reflected  in  the  Bible,  and  that  mandate 
is  still  the  priority  today,  said  the  Rev. 
Scott  Jameson  Jones,  who  holds  the 
McCreless  Chair  in  Evangelism  at  United 
Methodist-related  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas.  He  presented  a  May 
7  mission  lecture  to  staff  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

Noting  that  the  Methodist  Church 
was  born  because  of  a  controversy  over 
mission,  not  doctrine  or  polity,  Jones 
pointed  out  that  God  has  used  the 
denomination  “in  powerful  ways”  over 
the  years.  Reclaiming  that  focus  on  mis¬ 
sion  is  now  essential,  he  said. 

Part  of  the  problem  is  that  evangelism 
and  social  justice  have  become  separate 


sion  networks  for  use  by  local  news 
directors  and  assignment  editors. 
UMTVorg  provides  access  to  the  stories 
and  offers  a  Beta-format  copy  of  each 
report,  along  with  scripts  and  locator 
information. 

The  reports  are  also  available  on  the 
www.umc.org  site,  along  with  weekly 
study  guides  related  to  the  stories  and 
designed  for  use  in  church  school  and 
other  study  situationsAdditional  links 
on  that  site  direct  users  to  denomina¬ 
tion-related,  government  and  other 
sources  of  information  on  issues  high¬ 
lighted  by  each  story. 

More  details  and  contact  information 
are  available  at  www.umtv.org  online. 

a  missionary  body 

issues  rather  than  part  of  the  whole.  In 
local  churches,  for  example,  mission 
committees  “typically  treat  people  as 
soulless  bodies,”  Jones  said,  while  evan¬ 
gelism  committees  “treat  people  as  bod¬ 
iless  souls.” 

This  doesn’t  need  to  be,  he  explained, 
because  church  doctrine  offers  “a  com¬ 
prehensive  understanding  of  the  way  to 
salvation”  that  fully  integrates  evangel¬ 
ism  and  social  justice. 

Any  activity,  from  feeding  the  hungry 
to  mowing  the  church  lawn,  can  be 
evangelistic  as  long  as  the  intent  is  to 
invite  non-Christians  to  become  practic¬ 
ing  Christians. 

In  terms  of  interfaith  relations, 

United  Methodists  must  learn  to  be 
neighbors  and  co-workers  with  those  of 
other  faiths  but  never  give  up  on  inviting 
others  to  be  Christians,  Jones  said. 

Too  many  U.S.  United  Methodist 
leaders  and  congregations  presume  that 
they  live  in  a  nation  that  is  mosdy 
Christian,  he  said. 


Theologian:  Church 


Wooden  Pews 

Wooden  pews  to  seat  500  for  $5,000  or  best 
offer.  The  pews  have  upholstered  light  blue 
seats  and  are  in  excellent  condition.  May  be 
seen  in  LaPlace,  La.  or  call  985-652-2615  for 
more  information. 


Confirmation  Day 
with  the  Bishop 


More  than  700  confirmands  celebrated  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Confirmands  make  "WWJD"  bracelets,  top, 
attend  service,  and  enjoy  fellowship. 
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Physicians  find  fulfillment  in  medical  mission,  not  money 


BY  ANNETTE  BENDER 

ABINGDON,  Va.  (UMNS)  -  An  old  car 
rattles  into  the  gravel  parking  lot  at 
Stone  Soup  Food  Pantry.  The  driver  of 
the  car  has  oxygen  tubes  hanging 
beneath  his  nose.  He’s  shirdess  and 
missing  an  arm.  He  leans  out  the  win¬ 
dow  to  ask,  “Are  they  still  here?" 

“They’re  here,”  the  man  is  told,  “but 
they’re  packing  up  to  leave.”  It  becomes 
evident  that  the  driver  isn’t  here  for  med¬ 
ical  care  -  his  passenger  is.  Severely 
overweight  and  complaining  of  short¬ 
ness  of  breath,  she  begins  the  laborious 
process  of  getting  out  of  the  car.  “Come 
on  in,”  the  woman  is  told.  “The  doctors 
will  wait  for  you.” 

This  is  a  typical  afternoon  in  the  life 
of  Crossroads  Medical  Mission,  a  new 
ministry  based  at  State  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bristol,  Va.,  in  the 
Holston  Annual  (regional)  Conference. 
Three  days  each  week,  the  big  van  and 
its  team  of  three  health  care  practition¬ 
ers  wait  for  patients  in  the  parking  lots  of 
food  pantries,  homeless  shelters  and 
churches.  The  mobile  clinic’s  services  are 
free,  offered  to  the  needy  in  medically 


underserved  areas  of  southwest  Virginia 
and  east  Tennessee. 

Paul  Derden,  the  physician  who 
began  the  ministry  in  January  along  with 
partners  Tim  Schwob  and  Rex  Boggs, 
cites  the  statistics:  “About  14  percent  of 
Virginia  is  under  the  federal  poverty  level 
-  in  southwest  Virginia,  it’s  28.5  percent.” 
He’s  rummaging  through  the  van’s  stor¬ 
age  cabinets  for  medicine  prescribed  by 
another  doctor  that  a  patient  can’t  afford 
to  have  filled.  “About  20  percent  of  the 
people  in  this  part  of  the  state  are  unin¬ 
sured.  There  is  such  a  need  out  there,  a 
true  need.” 

Derden,  age  46,  and  Schwob,  50, 
dreamed  of  giving  up  their  lucrative 
practices  to  begin  a  clinic  for  the  needy 
in  the  early  1990s.  They  were  emer¬ 
gency-room  colleagues  who  attended 
church  together  at  State  Street. 
Disillusioned  by  today’s  money-driven 
health  care  industry,  uplifted  by  their 
own  spiritual  growth,  the  doctors  toyed 
with  the  idea  of  a  mobile  medical  mis¬ 
sion. 

“So  many  physicians  are  unhappy, 
running  through  patients  without  any 
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time  for  them,  working  just  to  make  the 
stockholders  happy,”  Derden  says.  “It  got 
to  the  point  where  there  was  nothing 
else  we  wanted  to  do.” 

“We  just  realized  that  all  the  money  in 
the  world  couldn’t  give  us  fulfillment,” 
Schwob  adds. 

When  the  doctors  presented  their 
dream  in  December  2000  to  State  Street  s 
pastors,  the  Rev.  Fred  Dearing  and  the 
Rev.  Jane  Taylor,  the  idea  started  to  take 
off. 

“I  thought  it  was  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  things  I  have  ever  heard  - 
truly  a  way  that  we  could  carry  the  hand 
of  God  to  lots  of  people  who  might  not 
enter  our  building,”  Taylor  says.  “But  it 
was  also  overwhelming.  How  could  we 
start  to  get  this  from  dream  to  reality?” 

Church  and  district  leaders  helped 
the  physicians  form  a  board  of  directors 
and  began  praying.  The  doctors  applied 
for  grants  and  gave  presentations  to  pri¬ 
vate  companies  as  well  as  church 
groups. 

Initially,  the  plan  was  to  raise  enough 
to  buy  a  customized  van  and  to  go  out 
on  location  full  time.  The  money  for  the 
37-foot  medical  unit  came  quickly: 
$250,000  from  a  local  pharmaceutical 
company’s  benevolent  fund.  Later,  a 
local  laboratory  offered  to  perform  all 
labs  on  uninsured  patients  at  no  charge. 
State  Street  donated  $25,000.  Pleasant 
View  United  Methodist  Church,  also  in 
Abingdon,  gave  $2,000  through  a  special 
Easter  offering.  Other  local  churches  and 


business  also  contributed. 

Finding  ongoing  funding  to  support 
full-time  salaries,  however,  has  been  a 
struggle.  Although  the  mission  was  ready 
to  launch  last  January,  it’s  only  been  a 
part-time  venture.  On  the  other  days  of 
the  week,  Derden  and  Schwob  must 
work  part  time  in  urgent-care  centers. 
Rex  Boggs,  49,  a  radiologist  friend 
recruited  from  Knoxville,  Term.,  to  serve 
as  Crossroads’  mission  director,  supports 
himself  through  a  part-time  job  at  a 
local  hospital.  He’s  living  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  owned  by  Derden  until  he  can 
spring  for  his  own  place. 

Meanwhile,  Schwob  is  considering 
moving  his  family  to  a  smaller  home. 
Derden  seems  concerned  about  his  son’s 
upcoming  move  to  college. 

“A  lot  of  the  people  we  see  have  to 
make  tough  choices  between  buying 
food  or  buying  medicine,”  Derden  says. 
“This  project  is  important  enough  to  us 
that  we’re  willing  to  make  some  sacri¬ 
fices.” 

When  the  partners  can  secure  ade¬ 
quate  funding,  they  hope  to  provide 
medical  care  on  a  full-time  basis  and 
include  X-rays,  immunizations  and  den¬ 
tal  care. 

They  currently  provide  routine  med¬ 
ical  procedures  such  as  wound  care, 
biopsies,  referrals,  and  screening  for  dia¬ 
betes  and  hypertension. 

On  an  average  day,  the  team  sees  20 
patients  at  one  of  10  sites  regularly  visit¬ 
ed  in  a  seven-county  area. 


Church  Money  Quiz 

Question: 


Where  can  your  church  earn  4%  on  its 
money  with  quick  access  and  no  pre¬ 
payment  penalty? 

A.  Checking  Account 

B.  Savings  Account 

C.  Money  Market  Account 

D.  UMFLa  Fixed  Fund! 


The  right  answer  is  the  UMFLa  Fixed  Fund!  Call 
your  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
for  details,  at  (225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317. 
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Members  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  State  University  in  Baton  Rouge  conducted  an  "alternative  Spring  Break"  mission  to  New  York  City.  Among  many  activities  in 
the  city,  the  students  planted  flowers  in  front  of  Washington  Square  United  Methodist  Church,  worked  in  a  local  food  pantry  and  served  food  at  homeless  shelters. 


LSU  Wesley  Foundation  sponsors  mission  to  New  York  City 


BY  VERONICA  BROWN 

Spring  Break  for  college  students  is 
usually  visualized  as  wildness  on  a 
Florida  beach.  However  for  22  mem¬ 
bers  of  LSU’s  Wesley  Foundation  it  was 
different.  Along  with  our  campus  min¬ 
ister  we  went  on  an  alternative  mission 
trip  to  New  York  City. 

We  left  in  late  afternoon  on  Holy 
Saturday  arriving  in  New  York  later  that 
night  and,  settled  in  at  the  Washington 
Square  Methodist  Church.  On  Easter 
Sunday  we  went  to  the  Easter  Service, 
where  some  of  our  group  sang  with  the 
choir  or  played  a  musical  instrument. 
After  the  service  we  all  helped  to  serve  a 
home  cooked  meal  to  many  homeless 
people. 


That  was  just  the  beginning  of  our 
services  to  New  York  City.  Throughout 
the  next  few  days  until  we  departed 
from  the  city  Thursday  afternoon  we 
did  service  work  all  over  the  city. 

We  were  split  into  smaller  groups 
and  sent  to  different  places.  Some  of  us 
went  to  St.  Paul-St.  Andrews  to  work  in 
a  food  pantry  where  people  could  get 
food  and  learn  how  to  prepare  well-bal¬ 
anced  meals.  Others  went  to  God’s 
Love  We  Deliver,  an  organization  that 
cooks  and  delivers  meals  to  home- 
bound  AIDS  patients.  A  third  group 
stayed  at  Washington  Square  to  help 
with  the  on-going  restoration  project  of 
the  137  year  old  church.  Another  group 
went  to  Catholic  Worker  a  place  that 


cooks  a  meal  and  serves  it  to  homeless 
people.  The  unique  thing  about  this 
place  is  it  is  a  lot  like  restaurant  service. 
On  Monday  one  group  went  to  New 
York  City  Rescue  Mission,  a  place  run 
by  recovering  addicts  to  help  other 
addicts  deal  with  and  start  to  recover 
from  their  various  addictions. 

On  Tuesday  we  worked  for  half  a  day 
and  then  went  off  in  small  groups  of  at 
least  two  people  to  see  what  we  could 
of  the  city. 

On  Wednesday  night  we  had  a  devo¬ 
tional.  We  talked  about  our  different 
experiences.  We  learned  about  each 
other.  We  talked  about  the  impact  that 
this  trip  had  on  our  lives  and  the  lives  of 
the  people  we  interacted  with.  It  was  a 


great  night. 

Thursday  was  also  a  short  day  of 
work.  We  met  back  at  the  church  at 
noon,  ate  and  departed  to  see  the  World 
Trade  Center  site.  That  was  a  touching 
experience.  I  am  not  yet  a  skilled 
enough  writer  to  describe  that.  After 
we  left  the  World  Trade  Center  we  went 
back  to  the  church.  We  packed  up  and 
loaded  the  bus  for  the  airport. 

After  the  preacher  took  several  group 
shots  of  us  on  the  steps  of  the  church 
with  our  multitude  of  cameras,  we  got 
on  the  bus  and  left  the  city  for  Newark 
New  Jersey.  A  few  hours  later  our  plane 
landed  in  New  Orleans.  We  drove  back 
to  Baton  Rouge  and  resumed  our  lives 
as  LSU  students. 


Look  for  more  coverage 
and  photos  of  the  2002 
Annual  Conference  in  the 
June  21  issue  of  La.Now! 
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Bishops  Hutchinson  and  Talbert  lead  event 


United  Methodists  statewide  gath¬ 
ered  for  four  days  of  "faith-sharing”  at 
the  2002  Annual  Conference,  held  June 
2-5  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

“Annual  Conference  is  always  an 
exciting  time  and  a  time  of  great  bless¬ 
ing.  This  session  was  no  exception.  It  is 
a  joyful  moment  when  we  see  each 
other’s  faces  and  when  we  join  our 
voices  in  worship  and  Christian  con¬ 


ferencing.  All  of  Louisiana  profits  from 
the  spiritual  energy  of  and  actions 
taken  by  United  Methodists,”  said 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson. 

Bishop  Hutchinson  delivered  the 
Episcopal  Address  shortly  after  roll  call 
on  Monday  morning.  He  also  shared  a 
special  sermon  with  Conference  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  ordination  service  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  First  United 


Methodist  Church.  The  bishop  presided 
over  the  fixing  of  appointments,  which 
may  be  found  on  pages  6-8. 

Spiritual  leadership  was  also  provid¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert,  retired 
bishop  and  Louisiana  native,  who 
served  as  keynote  preacher  for  the 
32nd  session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Bishop  Talbert’s  offerings 
were  inspirational  and  motivational. 


An  enthusiastic  group  of  volunteers  participate  in  the  first  annual  "Walk  for  Missions,"  held  Monday  morning  in  the  fitness  center 
at  Centenary  College.  Funds  raised  from  the  event  will  benefit  Hispanic  Ministry  for  the  Conference. 


La.  United  Methodists  gather  for  "faith  sharing" 


Nearly  1,000  United  Methodists 
from  throughout  the  state  focused  on 
“faith  sharing”  during  the  2002 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held 
June  2-5  at  Centenary  College  in 
Shreveport.  The  varieties  of  expression 
of  our  Christian  faith  were  celebrated 
in  Centenary’s  Gold  Dome  as  partici¬ 
pants  heard  success  stories  about 
Hispanic  ministries,  Conference  relat¬ 
ed  institutions,  Shalom  Zones  and  the 
new  Vietnamese  ministry. 

Global  partnerships  shared  their 


faith  "stories”  with  a  report  from 
Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin 
America;  a  video  presentation  featur¬ 
ing  the  dedication  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ekaterinburg, 
Russia;  and  a  video  highlighting  the 
efforts  ofVolunteers  in  Mission  min¬ 
istry  throughout  the  world. 

Special  guests  to  the  Conference 
included  Rev.  Linh  Nguyen  and  True 
Nguyen,  along  with  "Betty”  Bich  Thy 
Tran.  All  three  will  play  key  roles  in  the 
development  ofVietnamese  ministry 


in  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

A  video  presentation  highlighting 
the  accomplishments  and  plans  for  10 
Conference  related  institutions  includ¬ 
ed  information  about  an  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  to  teen  parents  at  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge;  the  completion  of  a  new  facili¬ 
ty  and  a  name  change  for  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Children  and  Family 
Services  in  Ruston;  and  the  shortage  of 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"How  We  Live  in  the  House" 


Our  neighborhood  is  absolutely  fas¬ 
cinating!  As  Kay  and  I  walk  every 
morning  we  are  always  interested  in 
the  various  activities  going  on  in 
Jefferson  Place  -  Bocage.  There  are  new 
homes  being  built,  older  homes  up  for 
sale,  and  the  reconstruction  of  existing 
homes  that  looked  perfectly  suitable 
before  they  were  sold.  Some  homes  are 
even  being  tom  down  completely  and  a 
new  home  built  in  their  place.  The  lot 
was  attractive,  but  the  house  wasn’t 
suitable  for  some  reason. 

Recently  there  was  a  lovely  home 
that  sold,  the  usual  entourage  of 
trucks  began  to  arrive  and  gradually  the 
work  started  on  the  house.  (It  doesn’t 
seem  to  matter  how  nice  the  home  is,  it 
is  never  quite  nice  enough  I  guess.  And 
I  assure  you;  there  are  no  “shabby” 
homes  in  our  subdivision!)  What  we 
thought  might  be  a  minor  remodeling 
-  -  maybe  some  new  carpet,  new  paint, 
and  a  touch  up  of  the  kitchen  and  bath¬ 
rooms  has  turned  into  another  major 
renovation.  Now  the  house  stands  only 
as  a  shell,  all  the  interior  walls  knocked 
out,  the  windows  removed,  the  porch 
propped  up  by  pillars  I  am  sure  will 
eventually  go.  I  don’t  know  why  they 
didn’t  just  knock  it  all  down  and  start 
from  the  ground  up. 

I  grew  up  in  company  housing.  As 
tenants  of  die  company  we  were 
thrilled  if  they  paid  to  have  new  wallpa¬ 
per  put  up  once  every  ten  years,  and 
maybe  a  new  coat  of  paint  on  the  out¬ 
side  every  few  years.  I  don’t  understand 
this  obsession  with  completely  destroy¬ 
ing  a  perfecdy  good  house  just  to  create 
something  larger  and  more  elaborate. 

After  moving  from  company  hous¬ 
ing  at  the  end  of  my  junior  year  in  high 
school,  my  parents  bought  our  first 


home.  We  were  so 
proud  of  it  just  as  it 
was,  because  it  was 
so  much  nicer  than 
the  company  house. 

We  did  put  a  new 
coat  of  paint  on  the 
walls,  but  that  was 
about  all.  We  even 
bought  some  of  the 
furniture  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  owner  because 
we  didn't  have 
enough  to  furnish  anything  more  than 
a  small  two -bedroom  house. 

When  Kay  and  I  married,  our  first 
home  out  of  seminary  was  a  parsonage. 
When  we  moved  in  there  wasn’t  a  stick 
of  furniture  in  the  house.  It  had  been 
newly  purchased  by  the  Conference 
and  we  had  just  been  appointed  to  start 
a  new  church.  We  dreamed  of  helping 
pick  out  furniture,  but  it  wasn’t  to  be. 
The  District  Superintendent  came,  took 
us  shopping,  picked  out  all  the  furni¬ 
ture  we  would  have,  and  had  it  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  home.  All  of  it  was  nice,  but 
it  wasn’t  ours,  or  even  our  choice. 

From  then  on,  we  lived  in  parson¬ 
ages,  some  nicer  than  others.  We  were 
told  where  we  were  to  place  the  furni¬ 
ture,  where  pictures  would  hang  on 
walls,  and  how  to  keep  the  yard.  If  we 
didn’t  like  the  “Early  Holiday  Inn”  furni¬ 
ture  collection,  or  didn’t  appreciate 
“Parsonage  Beige”  it  really  didn’t  mat¬ 
ter.  We  learned  to  live  contentedly  in  all 


We  are  masters  at 
the  bigger  and  better 
life  style.  We  are  eas¬ 
ily  discontent  with  the 
basics  of  life.  We  are 
even  discontent  with 
the  luxuries  of  life! 
We’ve  forgotten  how 
to  “ consider  the  lilies 
of  the  field.  ” 


situations. 

When  we  had  the  opportunity  to 
buy  our  own  home  in  Albuquerque,  we 
were  so  used  to  just  moving  in  as  things 
were  that  we  bought  the  small  town 
house,  moved  in  as  it  was,  and  began  to 
accumulate  enough  furniture  to  be  able 
to  eat  on  something  other  than  a  card 
table  and  sleep  in  something  other 
than  a  mattress  on  the  floor.  We  still 
didn’t  alter  the  house.  We  were  just 
thrilled  it  was  ours  and  no  one  was 
going  to  put  a  memorial  plaque  on  our 
bedroom  wall,  tell  us  what  color  the 
kitchen  would  be  painted,  or  demand 
that  grandmother’s  piano  was  not  to  be 
moved  in  order  to  accommodate  our 
own. 

The  move  to  Baton  Rouge  put  us 


back  in  a  parsonage  system,  albeit  this 
parsonage  is  certainly  not  your  typical 
“company  housing.”  It  is  absolutely 
gorgeous,  has  had  extensive  redecorat¬ 
ing,  and  is  the  most  luxurious  home  in 
which  we  have  lived.  Not  only  that,  it  is 
the  most  luxurious  we  will  ever  live  in! 
We  are  grateful  for  such  a  statement  of 
appreciation  for  Episcopal  leadership 
in  Louisiana. 

But,  you  know  what?  They  didn’t 
knock  the  house  down,  or  knock  out 
the  walls,  or  tear  up  the  floors  in  order 
to  make  it  more  luxurious!  Thank 
goodness  for  that! 

What’s  my  point?  Simply  this.  We 
are  masters  at  the  bigger  and  better  life 
style.  We  are  easily  discontent  with  the 
basics  of  life.  We  are  even  discontent 
with  the  luxuries  of  life!  We’ve  forgotten 
how  to  “consider  the  lilies  of  the  field.” 
(Matthew  6:28) 

Many  “parsonage  families”  are 
going  to  be  moving  soon.  They  will  be 
grateful  for  the  home  provided  for 
them.  They  also  will  be  grateful  for  a 
new  partnership  in  “seeking  first  God’s 
kingdom  and  God’s  righteousness,  and 
all  these  things  shall  be  yours  as  well.” 
(Matthew  6:33)  Together  we  have 
much  to  tear  down  and  much  new  to 
learn.  We  also  have  much  that  needs  to 
be  retained  and  cherished.  As  we  jour¬ 
ney  further  into  the  truths  God  has  for 
us,  let  us  remember:  It’s  not  the  house 
we  live  in  that  counts,  its  how  we  live  in 
the  house  that  matters. 

God’s  blessings  to  you, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Group  urges  action  for  Mideast  peace 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  First-per¬ 
son  updates  on  the  situation  in  the 
Middle  East  led  a  subgroup  of  the 
United  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action  to  issue  a  call  for  peace  and  jus¬ 
tice  in  the  troubled  region. 

In  the  call,  the  Middle  East  Network 
of  United  Methodists  expressed  "solidar¬ 
ity  with  all  those  who  strive  for  peace 
and  suffer  from  injustice.”  The  network 
held  its  semi-annual  meeting  May  24. 
Neither  the  network  nor  MFSA  are  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  official 
structure.  MFSA  is  an  independent  cau¬ 
cus  of  church  members. 

The  network  issued  four  specific  calls 
directed  at 

•  Israelis  and  Palestinians.  “We  call 
upon  Israel  to  end  the  occupation  of  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza,  and  we  call  upon 
the  Palestinians  to  pursue  their  legiti¬ 
mate  claims  for  justice  in  nonviolent 
ways.” 

•  The  U.S.  government.  The  network 
called  on  Congress  and  President  Bush 
"to  immediately  enact  legislation  and 
implement  any  administrative  decisions 
that  support  a  just  resolution  to  the 
Israeli-Palestinian  conflict.”  The  group 
also  expressed  support  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  position  that  asks  the  United 
States  to  stop  military  assistance  and 
arms  exports  to  the  region  (2000  Book  of 


Resolutions,  page  758). 

•  U.S.  media.  “Having  concerns  about 
the  way  events  in  the  Middle  East  are 
reported  in  the  U.S.  media,  we  call  upon 
the  written,  spoken  and  visual  press  to 
report  the  history  and  current  events  fair¬ 
ly.”  The  network  commended  The 
Washington  Post  for  providing  a  neutral 
history  and  maps  in  the  newspaper’s  May 
15  issue,  and  expressed  regret  for  boy¬ 
cotts  and  other  forms  of  pressure  being 
exerted  on  the  Post  and  other  media  "to 
present  only  the  views  of  one  side.” 

•  U.S.  law  enforcement.  The  group 
called  upon  law  enforcement  agencies 
to  treat  all  people  equally,  regardless  of  a 
person’s  ethnic  origin  or  religious  affilia¬ 
tion. 

“We  send  our  deepest  sympathy  and 
prayers  to  the  Palestinian  and  Israeli 
people  who  have  suffered  from  the 
recent  violence  and  who  want  to  have 
countries  with  secure  borders,  inde¬ 
pendence  and  self-rule,”  the  network 
statement  said. 

The  network  cited  several  sources  of 
hope,  including  Israeli  citizens  protest¬ 
ing  their  government’s  actions  on  the 
West  Bank  and  calling  for  a  Palestinian 
state;  a  growing  expression  of  concern 
among  U.S.  Jewish  individuals  and 
groups  about  the  policies  and  practices 
of  the  Israeli  government. 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Vince  Isner 


United  Methodist  Peace  with  Justice  Coordinators  from  more  than  20  annual  con¬ 
ferences  protest  Israel's  occupation  of  Palestine.  The  conference  leaders  were  in 
Washington  for  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 
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United  Methodists  most  diverse  in  West 


A  statistical  snapshot  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  U.S.  members  shows 
a  great  deal  of  geographic  diversity  in 
the  gender  of  clergy  and  the  racial-eth¬ 
nic  heritage  of  pastors  and  lay  people. 

The  U.S.  portion  of  the  global  church 
divides  the  country  into  five  jurisdic¬ 
tions  comprising  65  administrative 
regions  called  annual  conferences. 

The  church’s  Western  Jurisdiction  has 
a  greater  percentage  -  24.3  -  of  female 
clergy  than  other  jurisdictions,  but  the 
annual  conferences  with  the  most 
women  pastors  are  in  the  East,  accord¬ 
ing  to  data  released  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  in  Evanston,  111. 

Clergy  in  the  Greater  New  Jersey 
Conference  are  31.4  percent  female. 
Other  conferences  with  high  percent¬ 
ages  of  women  clergy  are  New  England, 
30.5;  Baltimore-Washington,  almost  28; 
Wyoming,  27.9;  and  Kansas  East,  27.3. 

When  only  full  elders  are  counted, 
the  conferences  with  the  highest  per¬ 
centages  of  females  are  Greater  New 
Jersey,  26.6;  New  England,  24.6; 
Baltimore-Washington,  24;  Northern 
Illinois,  23.8;  and  Wyoming,  22.3. 


Racial  and  ethnic  diversity  is  greatest 
among  both  the  clergy  and  lay  members 
of  the  church’s  Western  Jurisdiction, 
where  18.8  percent  of  the  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  termed  themselves  members  of  a 
racial  ethnic  group  other  than  white. 
Other  jurisdictions’  reports  ranged 
between  almost  12  percent  minority 
clergy  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
and  just  under  six  percent  in  North 
Central. 

At  the  end  of  2000,  the  church  had 
almost  8.3  million  lay  members  in  the 
United  States,  out  of  a  worldwide  mem¬ 
bership  of  9.85  million. 

With  about  94  percent  of  the  church¬ 
es  reporting  racial  ethnic  composition, 
the  U.S.  portion  of  the  denomination 
was  0.8  percent  Asian  American;  5.1  per¬ 
cent  African  American;  0.6  percent 
Hispanic;  0.2  percent  Native  American; 
0.1  percent  Pacific  Islander;  and  93.2 
percent  wliite. 

Of  the  3,155  clergy  members  in  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  reported  at  the  time 
of  the  annual  conference  business  ses¬ 
sions  in  2001,  319  are  Asian;  97  African 
American;  92  Hispanic;  76  Pacific 
Islander;  and  nine  Native  American. 
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Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  and  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  offered  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship  during  the  2002  Annual  Conference. 
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flood  buckets  at  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown  in  Baldwin  due  to  flooding  in 
the  Midwest.  The  video  also  featured 
Dulac  Community  Center;  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital,  Lafon 
Home,  The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children,  People’s  Community  Center, 
and  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  all 
located  in  New  Orleans;  and 
MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Inc.  in  Houma. 

A  new  Conference  Protective 
Procedures  Manual  was  received  by 
the  conference,  and  presented  to  the 
audience  by  District  Superintendent 
Doug  Ezell,  chairman  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  responsible  for  reviewing  and 
publishing  the  manual. 

Marilyn  W.  Magee,  director  of  the 
Office  of  African  American  Ministries 
with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  addressed  the  entire 
Conference  as  a  featured  element  of 
the  Laity  agenda. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  this  year’s 
"hands-on  mission”  consisted  of 
conference  members  assembling 
flood  buckets  to  help  replenish  over 
2,400  buckets  recently  shipped  to 
Missouri.  In  a  separate  effort,  trucks 
of  paper  towels,  tissue,  diapers  and 
other  paper  items  were  donated  by 
churches  from  the  nine  Districts. 
These  items  were  distributed  to  the 
various  institutions  related  to  the 
Conference. 

The  first  annual  “Walk  for 
Missions,”  benefitting  Hispanic 
Ministries,  was  held  on  Monday 
morning  in  the  Centenary  Fitness 
Center. 

Spectators  enjoyed  a  continental 
breakfast  sponsored  by  the 
Conference- related  institutions  as 
they  watched  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  along  with  enthusiastic 
participants,  walk  laps  around  the 
fitness  center  track  in  an  effort  to 
raise  funds  for  this  worthy  cause. 

Over  20  scholarships  were  award¬ 
ed  on  Monday  evening,  along  with 


the  Peace  with  Justice  contest 
awards,  given  to  the  youth  of 
Carpenter’s  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Prairieville  for  their  multi- 
media  presentation,  and  to  Heather 
Bethley  of  Vivian  for  her  winning 
essay. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the 
Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Award  was 
presented  to  Rev.  Larry  Miller. 

A  special  presentation  was  made 
to  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  his  wife 
Kay  by  the  United  Methodist  Women, 
recognizing  their  generosity  and 
leadership  in  supporting  missions. 

A  special  video,  showing  our  bish¬ 
op  sharing  stories  of  faith  with  chil¬ 
dren,  was  a  unique  addition  to 
Conference  events.  Also  new  was  the 
participation  of  confirmands  from 
throughout  the  conference  in 
Monday  night’s  worship  service. 

The  Conference  applauded  the 
appointment  of  John  Cannon  to 
begin  a  ministry  of  new  church  sites 
in  Lafayette. 

This  year’s  Laity  Session  featured  a 
presentation  by  Don  Browm,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  on 
stewardship. 

Carole  Cotton-Winn,  director  of 
Spiritual  Formation  for  the 
Conference,  coordinated  praise  and 
worship  services  held  throughout  the 
event. 

Mornings  featured  daily  prayer 
services  planned  and  conducted  by 
United  Methodist  Men.  Rev.  Joe 
Hamilton  served  as  music  leader  for 
the  services. 

Other  musical  contributions 
included  performances  by  the  “first 
ever”  Clergywomen’s  Choir,  the 
Cabinet  Quartet,  the  band  J-Walkin' 
from  University  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles,  New  Orleans  District 
Missioner  Barbara  Murray,  and  the 
Conference  Choir,  assembled  for  this 
special  event  and  directed  by  Dr.  Will 
Andress  from  Centenary. 
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Youth  coordinator  creates  a  buzz 


The  Junior  High  UMY  attendance 
was  falling  off  and  needed  to  be  jump 
started  again  before  they  left  for  a  ski 
trip  to  Colorado  during  Spring 
break.  What  to  do? 

Well,  Milton  Geltz,  Junior  High 
Youth  Coordinator  at  North  Highlands 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  had  a  challenge  for  the 
youth —  high  attendance  for  the  next 
four  Sundays  and  he  would  let  them 
shave  his  hair  off,  completely! 

They  could  do  designs,  stripes, 
reverse  mohawk,  whatever.  And  did 
they  respond. 

Attendance  met  or  exceeded 
expectation!  The  final  Sunday  came 
and  the  lesson  was  on  “courage”  to 
use  what  they  had  learned  about  the 
Good  News.  Milton  needed 
the  “courage”  to  let  a  bunch  of  junior 


high  youth  close  to  his  head  with  an 
electric  razor! 

Milton  said,  “There  was  absolutely 
no  fear  about  what  the  youth  were 
about  to  do.  The  benefit  and  joy  in 
the  whole  process  was  more  than  I 
ever  could  have  hoped. 

“The  youth  might  not  remember 
the  lesson,  at  least  consciously,  but 
will  remember  the  fun  they  had  at 
church. 

“I  know  that  they  have  told  their 
friends.  Faith  in  God’s  calling,  perse¬ 
verance  to  our  presentation  of  our 
faith  to  the  youth  of  today  is  a  key  elel- 
ment  in  our  success  or  failure. 

“The  people  of  God,  who  are  the 
church  made  visible  in  the  wold,  must 
convince  the  world  of  the  reality  of  the 
gospel  or  leave  it  unconvinced  (from 
the  Book  of  Discipline,)”  he  said. 


What  would  it  profit  a  youth  coordinator  to  lose  his  own  hair?  In  the  case  of  Milton 
Geltz  at  North  Highlands  United  Methodist  Church,  it  gained  him  increased  atten¬ 
dance  from  his  youth  group  for  four  consecutive  weeks. 


■■■■■■■■■■ 


Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  started  its  annual  Easter 
Meal  Celebration  in  response  to  need  discerned  in  the  community. 

Noel  observes  Easter  with  meal 


Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  520  Herndon  Street  in 
Shreveport,  held  its  annual  Easter 
Meal  Celebration  on  March  23. 

The  meal  was  started  in  the  1980s 
during  the  pastorate  of  Charles 
(Chuck)  Simmons,  PhD.  The  church 
had  just  finished  its  annual  Christmas 
Giving  Factory  that  includes  providing 
groceries  for  the  holiday. 

John  Busey,  in  a  discussion  with  Dr. 
Simmons,  noted  that  most  of  these 
families,  if  not  all,  would  be  out  of 
food  within  a  week.  He  felt  the  need 
for  Noel  to  do  more  for  the  under¬ 
served  in  the  community  and  this  cel¬ 
ebration  was  started  the  following 
Easter.  The  event  has  now  become  an 
annual  church-wide  function. 

The  2002  Easter  meal  served 


between  1,100-1,200  individuals  bar- 
beque  chicken,  baked  beans,  corn, 
bread,  dessert,  and  a  drink  in  two  and 
a  half  hours. 

The  chicken  preparation,  cooking, 
serving,  entertainment,  greeting,  and 
activities  were  provided  by  church 
members.  There  were  at  least  75 
member  volunteers  who  made  this 
day  meaningful  for  all  who  attended 
it.  The  event  was  under  the  direction 
of  church  members  Gif  and  Bonnie 
Gillen. 

Activities  included  pony  rides, 
clowns,  Shots  for  Tots,  moonwalk,  and 
Shreveport  mounted  policemen  show¬ 
ing  off  their  horses  to  the  children  and 
teaching  them  about  safety.  Several 
community  services  also  made  infor¬ 
mation  available  to  those  attending. 


LA  VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION  TRIP 

to  Choctaw  United  Methodist  Mission,  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  June  15- 
22VBS  &  Rebuilding  Repair  Mission  Project.  Contact  Team  Leader 
Rev.  Steve  Porter  @  318-868-3613  or  email  stlukes@prysm.net. 


Noel  conducts  blood  drive  ministry 


Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  has  an  active  blood  donor  min¬ 
istry. 

The  church  has  a  blood  drive  every 
eight  weeks  and  participation  by  the 
congregation  has  grown  significantly 
over  the  past  two  years. 

There  are  121  individuals  on  the 
donor  list.  In  2001,  Noel  had  six  blood 
drives  and  288  units  of  blood  were  col¬ 
lected  for  Lifeshare  Blood  Center.  The 
youngest  donor  is  18  and  the  oldest  one 
is  in  his  80's. 

The  blood  center  calls  all  of  the 
donors  on  the  list  the  weekend  before 
each  church  drive  and  each  donor  also 
receives  a  reminder  from  the  church 
office. 


Breakfast  is  served  to  the  Lifeshare 
staff  and  all  donors  who  give  blood 
before  10  a.m.  Hugo  and  Ann  Holland 
are  the  coordinators  of  this  ministry  and 
give  generously  of  their  time  during 
each  drive. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the 
Shreveport  District  Communication 
Advisor: 

Mary  Jarvis 
169  Patton  Ave. 
Shreveport,  LA  71 105 
(318)  865-0465 
mjbeads@shreve.net 
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A  UMNS  photo  by  Cathy  Farmer 


Miss  Ruby,  who  lives  alone,  takes  comfort  in  the  many  dogs  and  cats  she  shelters 
at  her  home  in  rural  northwest  Tennessee.  Animals  left  by  the  side  of  the  road 
seem  to  find  their  way  to  her  farm. "Miss  Ruby  fits  the  profile  of  the  people  we 
want  to  help,"  says  Bob  Fritchey,  community  services  director  for  Reelfoot  Rural 
Ministries,  an  agency  of  the  Memphis  Annual  Conference.  Fritchey  brought  in  a 
work  team  May  28  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  Tenn. 

Ministry  aids  rural  homeowners 

BY  CATHY  FARMER 

Miss  Ruby  has  lived  on  the  hill  for  most  of  her  76  years.  That’s  what  locals  call 
the  high  ground  that  climbs  steeply  out  of  the  rich  delta  farmlands  of  northwest 
Tennessee. 

The  hill  is  a  patchwork  of  small  hardscrabble  farms  like  Ruby  Erwin’s  46-acre 
home  place,  outside  the  small  town  of  Ridgely.  The  house,  an  inheritance  from 
her  parents,  has  sheltered  her  and  the  dogs  and  cats  who  keep  her  company 
since  her  husband  left  her  a  few  years  ago. 

“I  can’t  work,”  Miss  Ruby  explains,  rubbing  her  swollen  ankles  and  placing  a 
careful  hand  on  the  elusive  pain  in  her  side. 

“The  doctor  tells  me  I’ve  got  the  crippling  arthritis.  And  now  I’ve  lost  a  right 
smart  of  weight.  I’m  not  sure  just  why.” 

It  isn’t  easy  for  Miss  Ruby,  living  on  the  hill.  Her  house  doesn’t  have  indoor 
plumbing,  and  there’s  no  bathtub,  no  shower,  no  commode,  no  vanity. 

She  washes  herself  in  the  kitchen  sink.  Perched  out  back  is  an  outhouse  built 
about  six  years  ago  by  a  work  team  from  Reelfoot  Rural  Ministries,  an  agency  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Memphis  Annual  Conference. 

The  elderly  woman  can’t  make  repairs  to  her  water-damaged  home  by  her¬ 
self,  and  she  has  no  children  to  help  her.  Her  monthly  income,  a  check  for  $565 
from  Social  Security,  won’t  buy  materials  or  pay  for  labor. 

“Miss  Ruby  fits  the  profile  of  the  people  we  want  to  help,”  says  Bob  Fritchey, 
Reelfoot’s  community  services  director. 

Fritchey  explained  that  Reelfoot  is  working  with  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  to  provide  safe,  well-built  homes.  The  USDA’s  Section  504  grant  pro¬ 
gram  provides  up  to  $7,500  for  low-income,  rural  homeowners  to  modernize  or 
improve  their  homes. 

Reelfoot  has  been  assigned  five  of  the  grants.  “The  only  stipulation  to  the 
grant,”  Fritchey  says,  “is  if  they  sell  the  house  in  three  years,  they  have  to  pay 
back  the  money.  Otherwise,  the  grant  is  forgiven.” 

Reelfoot  looks  over  applications  for  grants  and  determines  their  eligibility. 
"Then  we  provide  the  labor  using  our  volunteer  work  force.  We  use  the  grant 
money  for  supplies  and  for  professional  labor  when  we  need  special  skills,” 
Fritchey  says. 

In  Miss  Ruby’s  case,  Fritchey  is  bringing  in  a  work  team  on  May  28  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  Tenn.  Curtis  Hudson,  the  church’s  youth 
minister,  says  his  Jackson  First  team  will  have  at  least  30  youth  and  10  adults  to 
work  on  the  house.  First  Christian  Church  in  nearby  Alamo,  embarking  on  its 
first  mission  trip,  is  sending  a  team  of  12  youth  and  three  adults  to  work  with 
and  learn  from  the  United  Methodists. 

“We’ll  be  there  four  days,  working  from  dawn  to  dark,”  Hudson  says.  “During 
that  time,  we  expect  to  replace  the  roof,  fix  the  rot  underneath,  re-shingle,  insu¬ 
late  and  put  siding  on  the  house,  re-wire,  re-plumb,  build  a  bathroom  from  the 
ground  up,  provide  new  walls  and  ceilings  in  the  kitchen,  bathroom  and  living 
room,  paint  everything  we  can  paint,  put  in  new  light  fixtures,  get  her  new  or 
nearly  new  appliances,  and  put  in  some  flower  beds.” 

Third-,  fourth-  and  fifth-graders  from  Jackson  First  will  plant  the  flowers. 


Evangelist  stresses  importance 
of  heritage  for  African  churches 


BY  LESLEY  CR0SS0N 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe  (UMNS)  -  The 
church  in  Africa  ministers  on  an  impov¬ 
erished  continent  ravaged  by  war  and 
conflict,  pillaged  and  used  as  a  toxic 
dumping  ground  by  the  West,  and 
dependent  on  Western  financial 
resources. 

With  that  stark  description  of  a  place 
where  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
growing  rapidly,  the  Rev.  Fernando 
Simone  Matsimbe  detailed  the  roots  of 
and  remedy  for  the  West’s  "lack  of 
understanding  of  the  context  in  which 
the  church  in  Africa  proclaims  the 
gospel.” 

Matsimbe,  director  of  evangelization 
and  church  growth  for  the  Southern 
Mozambique  Conference,  spoke  at  a 
May  14-23  evangelization  academy 
organized  by  United  Methodist  churches 
in  southern  Africa  and  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
The  event  in  Harare  was  one  of  several 
such  training  sessions  held  throughout 
Africa  by  the  board’s  evangelization  and 
church  growth  program  area. 

Speaking  to  some  30  clergy  and  lay 
leaders  from  Mozambique,  Angola  and 
Zimbabwe,  Matsimbe  said  that  Western 
“arrogance  bom  of  socioeconomic 
supremacy”  led  early  missionaries  to 
believe  that  they  had  discovered  in 
Africa  “a  place  without  hope  and  with¬ 
out  God.”  But,  he  declared,  “God  was 
present  in  Africa  long  before  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  came,  and  the  Africans  knew 
it.” 

The  work  of  missionaries  -  assisting 
with  education,  health  and  spiritual 
ministries  -  was  and  continues  to  be  sig¬ 
nificant,  he  pointed  out.  However,  suc¬ 
cessful  proclamation  of  the  gospel  in  a 
society  “whose  cultural  and  religious 
aspirations  are  not  respected”  requires 
recognition  by  the  Western  church  that 


Africans  “are  not  mere  objects  of  mis¬ 
sion,  but  active  participants  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  church.” 

The  critical  task  for  the  church  in 
Africa  is  to  engage  in  a  process  of 
“understanding  itself  and  finding  a  way 
to  be  both  Christian  and  African,”  he 
said. 

Rather  than  viewing  itself  as  isolated, 
the  African  church  must  assert  itself  as 
an  extension  of  the  global  Christian 
church  and  a  “visible  manifestation  of 
God’s  presence  in  the  world.”  The  good 
news  on  this  continent  of  enormous 
need  and  enormous  gifts,  he  said,  is  that 
“God  loved  the  world,  including  Africa.” 

It  remains  for  African  churches  to 
embrace  their  context  and  culture  by 
enriching  the  practice  of  Christianity  in 
their  churches  with  traditions  and  prac¬ 
tices  that  are  unique  to  Africa  and  not 
counter  to  the  gospel,  Matsimbe  said. 

He  illustrated  the  point  with  the 
observation  that  Africans  have  a  strong 
belief  in  “mediators,”  some  of  whom  are 
ancestors  or  even  witch  doctors.  Those 
mediators  take  “our  prayers  and  aspira¬ 
tions  to  God.”  Rather  than  reject  that  as 
African  and  therefore  not  Christian,  “We 
can  use  that  belief  to  explain  Christ  to 
Africans  as  the  mediator”  tlirough 
whom  they  can  petition  God,  Matsimbe 
explained. 

Other  African  cultural  values,  cere¬ 
monies  and  traditional  practices,  partic¬ 
ularly  around  important  life  events  like 
funerals  and  weddings,  must  be 
affirmed  and  incorporated  into  church 
liturgies,  he  said. 

Paraphrasing  Anglican  Bishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  Matsimbe  declared, 
“Blackness  is  not  a  fault  or  failure  of  cre¬ 
ation,  but  a  gift  from  God.”  And  so,  he 
said,  “the  gospel  must  be  allowed  to 
leave  the  European  vessel  it  was  planted 
in”  so  that  it  can  take  root  in  Africa. 


North  Carolinian  wins  minority  fellowship 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist  Communications  (UMCom) 
has  selected  David  O.  Malloy  II,  the 
assistant  sports  information  director  at 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Pembroke,  as  the  2002-2003  recipient  of 
the  Judith  L.  Weidman  Racial  Ethnic 
Minority  Fellowship. 

Malloy,  27,  is  the  fifth  recipient  of  the 
fellowship,  which  provides  a  year  of 
working  with  an  experienced  director  of 
communications  in  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

He  will  work  in  the  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  from  July  1  through  June  30. 
The  Rev.  R.  Thomas  Slack,  director  of 
communications,  will  be  Malloy’s  men¬ 
tor  during  the  fellowship  year.  The  con¬ 
ference  center  is  located  in  Worthington, 
Ohio. 

“We  are  excited  about  David  joining 
the  West  Ohio  communications  team  for 
his  year  of  learning  and  sharing,”  said 
Barbara  Nissen,  director  of  UMCom’s 
Communications  Resourcing  Team, 
which  coordinates  the  fellowship. 

“With  a  talented  and  experienced 
communications  staff,  West  Ohio  will  be 


able  to  offer  David  a  variety  of  experi¬ 
ences  in  all  aspects  of  conference  com¬ 
munications,”  Nissen  continued. 

“We  feel  it  is  a  good  match  on  all 
sides.” 

UMCom  developed  the  fellowship  in 
1998  to  encourage  people  of  ethnic 
minority  background  to  consider  reli¬ 
gion  communications  as  a  career. 

Among  the  65  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  there  are  fewer  than  10 
conference  communicators  of  ethnic 
minority  heritage  in  leadership  posi¬ 
tions. 

The  fellowship  carries  the  name  of 
the  late  Judith  L.  Weidman  who  encour¬ 
aged  its  development  during  her  tenure 
as  UMCom’s  top  staff  executive. 

“The  unique  challenge  that  religion 
communication  provides  is  to  commu¬ 
nicate  deeply  held  convictions  and  val¬ 
ues  to  a  wide  audience,”  Malloy  wrote  in 
his  fellowship  application.  “Religion 
communication  is  not  a  marketing  strat¬ 
egy  for  a  product  but  a  part  of  a  church 
mission  in  explaining  an  experience — an 
experience  that  seeks  to  address  vital 
issues  of  the  heart  and  soul.” 
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2002-2003  Appointments  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Roger  D.  Lathan . 1 

Abbevitle-Pecan  Island  John  L.  Vining . 6 

Baldwin,  Trinity  (Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr.  PL) . 3 

Berwick,  First  (David  L.  Bricker  FL) . 4 

Clanton  Chapel  (Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PL) . 14 

Franklin: 

Asbury  (Darrel  W.  Briggs  PL) . 2 

First-McGowen  Steven  J.  Porter . 1 

Houma: 

Bayou  Blue  James  W.  Barrett,  Jr. . 1 

First  Barry  Hoekstra . 1 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon  (Gwendolyn  A.  Streams  PL) . 1 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

(Ross  W.  Genger  FL) . 4 

Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . . . 

(Fulton  A.  Raymond  RA) . 16 

St.  Peter-Mallalieu  Erica  R.  Jenkins . 4 

Lafayette: 

Asbury  T.  Edward  Boyd . 5 

Associate  (C.  Ann  Sutton) . 4 

Associate  Ira  M.  Robinson  RM . 8 

Covenant  Willis  W.  Dear . 1 

First  J.  Penn  Morgan . 1 

Associate/ULL  Wesley  Foundation.. 

(Clay  K.  McConnell  FL) . 1 

Immanuel  Rodney  D.  Wooten . 5 

New  Church  John  A.  Cannon  PE . 1 

Northwood  Darryl  A.  Tate . 5 

Associate  (Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  PL) . 1 

Lydia  (Robert  W.  Cormier  PL) . 12 

Mathews,  Memorial  Peggy  B.  Foreman  PE . 2 

Melville-Palmetto  Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RM . 5 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel  (Newton  M.  Horne,  Jr.) . 2 

Walmsley-Mason  (Dan  Washington,  Jr.  RL) . 14 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn . 

(Albert  Holland  FL) . 24 

New  Iberia: 

First  Scott  T.  Bullock . 2 

St.  James-Briggs-Mt.  Zion . 

(Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  FL) . 4 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial  K.  Dale  Hensarling . 3 

St.  Mark  Russell  L.  Jones . 2 

Patterson  (L.  John  Locascio  FL) . 6 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie-Wilson  Mem.. 

(Robert  D.  Clark  PL) . 1 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First . 

(R.  Don  Gentry  RL) . 14 

Scott  Chapel-St.  Paul  (Diane  L.  Bentley  PL) . 3 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary  (Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PL) . 11 

First- Vacherie  Timothy  J.  Neustifter . 1 

Magnolia  (Joseph  Holland,  Sr.  PL) . 11 

Waxia,  St.  Paul-Melville,  St.  James . 

(Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  PL) . 5 

Wiley-Green  Chapel  (Robert  L.  Ross  PL) . 2 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  William  L.  Youngblood . 4 

Alexandria: 

First  Roy  T.  James . 5 

Associate  (Leslie  G.  Stephens  FL) . 1 

Horseshoe  Drive  R.  Don  Ross . 5 

Newman  Derrick  D.  Hills . 1 

St.  Mark’s  Ralph  L.  Jones  OF . 2 

Trinity  C.  Frances  Hooton . 3 

Wilton  T.B.S. 

Atlanta  (Helene  B.  Walker  PL) . 2 

Bethel  (George  A.  McVay  RA) . 7 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel-Sieper  (Glinda  M.  Doucet  PL) . 10 

Union  (Dianne  Allen  Jones  PL) . 3 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Mem-Trinity-White’s  Chapel . 

Doug  Milliron . 3 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice  T.B.S. 

St  Paul-Mt.  Zion  T.B.S. 

Cheneyville,  St.  Paul  (Obie  J.  Southall  RL) . 7 

Colfax  (James  W.  Reid  FL) . 6 

Couley  (Thomas  G.  May  PL) . 2 

Glenmora-Boyce,  First  (William  K.  McDonald  PL) . 5 

Hineston,  Fellowship  Richard  C.  Hooton . 

3 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr . 3 

Jonesville-Effie,  Oak  Grove . 

(David  C.  Carlton  FL) . 4 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville . 

(Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL) . 2 

Marksville-Evergreen-Simmesport . 

(Emily  R.  Winbery  FL) . 4 

Melder,  St.  Mark’s  T.B.S. 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion  (James  R.  Walker  PL) . 4 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel  James  A.  Graham . 15 

First  Douglas  L.  Cain . 11 

Associate  James  M.  Poole  RM . 8 


Northwestern  Campus  Min. -College  Ave . 

Ellis  E.  Newman  PE . 3 

OakGrove-Beulah  John  R.  Foster  OF . 2 

Olla-Urania  (Gloria  L.  Youngblood  FL) . 3 

Palestine-Ball  J.  Edwin  Dilworth . 4 

Pineville: 

First  W.  Ralph  Ford . 1 

Associate  Henry  C.  Blount,  Jr.  RM . 3 

Pleasant  Grove  (George  A.  McVay  RA) . 4 

Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley . 

(James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  FL) . 9 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel  T.B.S. 

Provencal-Weaver  T.B.S. 

Sanders  Chapel-Strange  (M.  Susanne  Wasthund  PL) . 2 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden . 

John  R.  Johns  RM . 3 

Winnfield  Timothy  E.  Lawson . 1 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  C.  Gerald  Richardson . 2 

Baker: 

Blackwater  Mark  R.  Martin . 4 

Associate  (Linda  M.  Hagan  PL) . 2 

Associate  (Danny  Bergeron  PL) . 1 

First  Thomas  E.  Dolph . 4 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor  Robert  L.  Burgess . 5 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care 

Kenneth  M.  Carroll . 12 

Minister  of  Program 

John  Edd  Harper  FD . 10 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Donald  J.  Hall  RM . 10 

Minister  of  Discipleship  &  Missions 

Amy  K.  Mercer  PD . 3 

Minister  of  Program  Charles  R.  Langford . 1 

Minister  of  Evangelism 

M.  Quinn  O’Bannon . 1 

Minister  of  Senior  Care 

Lusinda  Warren  FD . 1 

Camphor  Memorial  Darlene  A.  Moore . 1 

Director,  Worship  &  Education  Min. 

Elaine  C.  Smith  PD . 3 

First  Christopher  H.  Andrews . 14 

Associate  Van  A.  Stinson . 4 

Associate  Jan  C.  Holloway  . 4 

Minister  Of  Christian  Education . 

Mary  Beth  Foye  FD . 4 

Francis  Asbury  (Bill  E.  Strawbridge  FL) . 3 

Hope  Community  (H.  Louis  Jones  PL) .  1 

Hughes  Memorial  Terry  L.  Mulkey . 1 

Ingleside  Joseph  M.  Donakey  PM  . 4 

Jefferson  Carol  S.  Winn . 9 

Associate  T.B.S. 

Jordan-Maringouin,  St.  Peter 

Clarence  L.  Hillard . 15 

Director  of  Christian  Education . 

Brunetta  A.  Shamlin  FD . 3 

Neely  Arnold  V.  Brown .  11 

St.  Andrew’s  H.  Steve  Stephens . 8 

St.  John’s  Donald  R.  Avery . 4 

Associate  (Elizabeth  Wyatt) . 7 

St.  Luke’s  (Michael  G.  Miller  PL) . 2 

St.  Mark  Joseph  D.  Awotwi  . 3 

St.  Paul-Deerford  Frank  B.  Akin . 3 

University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

Kenneth  W.  Irby . 8 

Associate  Ernest  Eugene  Rives  PE . 2 

Associate/LSU  Campus  Ministry 

Shawn  M.  Anglim  PE . 3 

Wesley  E.  Andrew  Goff . 4 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek  Kenneth  R.  Bowman . 1 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul  S.  Charles  Byrd  OE . 1 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel 

(Cherless  Miller  PL) . 1 

Convent,  St.  James  (Gaynell  B.  Pittman  PL) . 6 

Donaldsonville: 

First-Lutcher  (Barbara  J.  Beaumont  PL) . 2 

St.  Peter-Belle  Rose,  St.  James 

(James  N.  Kirk,  Sr.  FL) . 3 

Galvez,  Carpenter's  Chapel  William  Paul  Minyard  OF . 2 

Gonzales,  First  Gary  Don  Willis . 3 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 

Michael  L.  Hammett . 1 

Jackson-Ethel  David  J.  Sheehan . 3 

Lutcher  Chapel-Gonzales,  St.  Landry 

(Gregory  McClay,  Sr.  PL) . 12 

Maringouin,  Shiloh-LeJeune  (Curtis  Johnson  PL) . 5 

Plaquemine: 

First  Stephen  C.  Fleming  . 2 

Grand  River  (Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  PL) . 4 

Hurst-St.  Luke  (Thomas  A.  Wesley  PL) . 19 

Port  Allen,  Scott-Rosedale,  Hartzell 

(Ulysse  Stephens) . 9 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 

(John  Derek  Reese  PL) . 1 

Pride,  Bethel  (Clinton  P.  Lovell  FL) . 1 

St.  Amant: 


Faithful  Jeffrey  C.  Duke . 3 

New  River  T.B.S. 

St.  Francisville  (Harold  B.  Babin  FL) . 31 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek  (L.  Darwin  Brecheen  PL) . 14 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord  T.B.S. 

Tunica  (Danny  Bergeron  PL) . 1 

Watson,  Andrew  Chapel  George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr. . 8 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury  (Demetric  L.  Slaughter  PL) . 4 

Zachary: 

First  Alan  D.  Einsel . 3 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Barbara  Einsel  FD . 3 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove-Mt.  Carmel 

(Willie  Laws  FL) . 4 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  M.  Douglas  Ezell . 3 

Basile  (Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PL) . 10 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) . 1 

Church  Point-Iota  (Fred  M.  Fraser) . 11 

Crowley,  First  Robert  E.  Hollis . 4 

DeQuincy  Richard  O.  Teeter . 1 

DeRidder,  First  Jon  E.  Tellifero . 6 

Ebenezer-Branch  Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr . 2 

Eunice,  First-Pine  Prairie  (Frank  Davis  FL) . 2 

Fairview  (Christi  A.  Emanuel  PL) . 2 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck  (Ray  H.  Leidig,  Jr.  RL) . 1 

Gueydan-Kaplan  Carolyn  B.  Volentine  . 1 

Associate  (Kenneth  Doyle  Volentine  PL) . 1 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 

(Mark  S.  Theriot  PL) . 7 

Iowa  David  R.  DeWitt . 10 

Jennings  J.  Richard  Scott-Welch . 5 

Kinder-Oberlin  (Erin  J.  Oliver  FL) . 1 

Lake  Arthur  (Susan  C.  Pugh  PL) . 4 

Lake  Charles: 

First  Douglas  B.  deGraffenried . 4 

Associate  James  H.  Humphreys  RM . 1 

Pastor  Emeritus  Carl  F.  Lueg  RM . 23 

Oak  Park  Roger  H.  Templeton . 2 

St.  Luke-Simpson  Karl  Sherman  Klaus . 1 

University  Michael  D.  McLaurin . 2 

Warren  Percell  Church,  Jr.  PM . 1 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove  Chris  A.  Blanchard . 2 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia-Haskin  Chapel . 

(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  PL) . 10 

Associate  (Lee  Eckerle  PL) . 3 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley  Dorothy  J.  Smith . 1 

Moss  Bluff  Daniel  P.  Gleason . 6 

Oakdale  Elizabeth  M.  Northen . 4 

Raymond-Elton  Lamar  C.  Oliver  PE . 1 

Roanoke-Crowley,  Wesley  (Truman  Stagg  PL) . 2 

Squyres  Lisa  L.  Turnbull . 1 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial  J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr . 1 

Associate  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie . 11 

Maplewood  John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  . 2 

Wesley-Hackberry  Leon  A.  Boggs . 10 

Sweetlake  Wayne  G.  Taylor . 6 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial  (Jerry  L.  Johnson  FL) . 5 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes  Mark  J.  Goins . 2 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu  (Marvette  J.  Thomas  PL) . 7 

Westlake  Ted  D.  Freeland . 3 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Marie  Palmer  Williams . 6 

Bartholomew-Beekman  (Jo  Ann  Sims  PL) . 2 

Baskin  (Mary  Anne  Collie  PL) . 2 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston  Roy  Bryan  Moore . 2 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge  John  G.  Deschner . 5 

Mt.  Olive  (Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  PL) . 6 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek  Howard  B.  Childs  RM . 3 

Columbia-Hebert  (Pamela  Fitch  Roy) . 3 

Crew  Lake-Mangham  Henry  R.  Stone  PE . 1 

Delhi-Crowville  (Joseph  L.  Rountree) . 3 

Epps  (Lloyd  E.  Scott  RL) . 2 

Ferriday-Clayton  Kevin  D.  Smith  OF . 1 

Grayson  Howard  L.  Hudson  RM . 3 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove  (Linda  K.  Shepherd  FL) . 5 

Lake  Providence  (William  H.  McLain  FL) . 1 

Monroe: 

First  Larry  R.  Stafford . 8 

Associate  Terry  A.  Love . 8 

Minister  of  Music  Kern  F.  Alexander  FD . 3 

Hope-St  Paul  (Jack  Holmes,  Jr.) . 4 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  Weldon  C.  Bares . 3 

Associate  (Marcelle  F.  Crow  PL) . 4 

Minister  of  Music  (Betty  L.  Swanson  PL) . 2 

Minister  of  Visitation  Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM . 11 

Memorial  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly . 4 

Reveille-Union  (A.  Richard  Poss  RA) . 4 

St.  James  (Mary  Anne  Collie  PL) . 2 

St.  Mark’s  Juliet  A.  Deschner . 5 

St.  Paul’s  Richard  H.  Humphries . 4 

Associate  Donald  L.  Wilkinson  PE . 1 

Associate  (Murdock  M.  Snelling,  Jr  RL) . 4 
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Mt.  Nebo-Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai 

(Anice  N.  Moses  SP) . 5 

Newellton  T.  B.S. 

Oak  Grove-Pioneer  Joe  A.  Hoover . 3 

Oak  Ridge  (Louis  W.  Redden,  Jr.  PL) . 5 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge  Robert  E.  Townsend . 1 

St.  Andrew's  Jack  D.  Phelps  RM . 3 

St.  Joseph  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield . 7 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel  (Alvin  Eave,  Sr.  PL) . 5 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg  Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF . 3 

Tallulah  (Fred  W.  Fulton,  IV  FL) . 4 

Vidalia  Barry  D.  Dennis  OF . 2 

West  Monroe: 

Asbury  Rebecca  D.  Conner . 2 

Claiborne-Wilhite  (Robert  D.  Hayes  FL) . 2 

Faith  Steven  R.  Kelly . 4 

First  W.  Spiller  Milton . 1 

McGuire  Michael  T.  Head . 6 

Associate  (Linda  E.  Sabin  PL) . 1 

Woodlawn  John  N.  Williams . 1 

Winnsboro-Gilbert  William  A.  Moon,  III . 3 

Wisner  (Frances  I.  Guy  PL) . 4 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Freddie  C.  Henderson . 5 

Belle  Chasse  Alfred  Bakewell,  III . 2 

Buras,  Trinity-Hope  Chapel  (Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) . 7 

Chalmette,  Covenant  James  R.  Schaub . 1 

Destrehan,  St.  Charles  J.  Thomas  Logan . 4 

Associate  (Earline  T.  Guidry  FL) . 8 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle  (Regina  B.  Hickman) . 2 

Gretna: 

Boynton  (Percell  Church,  Sr.  RAM) . 1 

Gretna  Frank  S.  Harris  III . 2 

Associate  (William  V.  Turner  PL) . 1 

Kenner: 

First  William  A.  Rowell,  Jr. . 5 

Messiah-EI  Mesias  Samuel  Calvo  OE . 4 

LaPlace: 

First  Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr . 8 

Associate  (Angerean  Brown  Harris  PL) . 1 

Ninde  Chapel  (Horace  Brumfield  PL) . 2 

Luling  Curtiss  D.  Eden  . 1 

Metairie: 

Metairie  Rhonda  E.  Feurtado . 3 

Munholland  T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr . 11 

Associate  George  A.  Duerson  RM . 2 

Associate  (Kathy  C.  Fitzhugh  FL) . 2 

Associate  (Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL) . 1 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Janet  C.  Cavalier  DM . 3 

St.  Matthew’s  H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr. . 8 

New  Orleans: 

Algiers  Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr . 2 

Asbury-St.  Matthew  Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM . 15 

Aurora  M.  Eugene  Finnell . 2 

Bethany  Hadley  R.  Edwards . 6 

Associate  Inez  D.  Williams  FD  . 6 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple  Dale  E.  Branch . 6 

Carrollton  (Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL) . 2 

Cornerstone  James  F.  Haynes . 3 

Felicity  (Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL) . 14 

First  W.  Dwight  Ramsey . 5 

First  Street  Abraham  E.  Davis . 29 

Grace  (Walter  B.  Pennington  PL) . 5 

Hartzell-Kenner,  Thomas  Karl  M.  Clark  . 8 

Haven  Trinity  Davis  W.  Clark . 2 

Jefferson  Judith  A.  Shema . 2 

John  Wesley  Helena  Wright-Butler  RM . 3 

Director  Of  Christian  Education 

Barbara  M.  Hamilton  FD  . 3 

Korean  Duck  Yun  Cha  OE . 4 

LaHarpe-Thompson  William  L.  Jones . 12 

Lake  Vista  Norwood  N.  Hingle,  III . 4 

Mount  Zion  Victor  T.  McCullough . 5 

Napoleon  Avenue  (William  V.  Turner  PL) . 2 

Parker  Memorial  (W.  Craig  Gilliam) . 10 

Peck-Wesley  (Patricia  W.  Roland  FL) . 3 

Peoples  (Constance  R.  Saizon  PL) . 2 

Philips  Memorial  L.  Stacy  Cowan  OF . 5 

Rayne  Memorial  Donald  C.  Cottrill . 3 

Minister  of  Christian  Education 

Carol  L.  Sherer  FD . 7 

Ross-Williams  (Burnell  Bell  FL) . 19 

St.  Luke’s  Wesley  C.  Reagan  RM . 11 

St.  Mark's  Gregor  A.  Dike . 8 

St.  Paul’s  Gregory  G.  Mann . 1 

St.  Philip  (Leslie  M.  Taylor,  Sr.  PL) . 5 

Trinity  of  Gentilly-Hahnville,  St.  James 

(Joseph  R.  Wilson  FL) . 2 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Grayson  B.  Watson . 5 

Amite-lndependence  William  H.  Willis,  Sr. . 3 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary's  Chapel-Live  Oak 

(Bruce  L.  Brown  FL) . 5 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr . 4 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel  (Louis  A.  Smith  PL) . 12 

Bush  Karl  D.  Wood  RM . 33 

Covington: 

First  G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. . 2 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim  (Wanda  S.  Corsentino  FL) . 1 


Day's-Center-Darlington  Larry  D.  Robertson  RM . 6 

Denham  Springs: 

First  Wybra  J.  Price,  II . 2 

Associate  Monica  G.  Monk  PE . 2 

Roberts-St.  Luke  Alonzo  J.  Campbell . 5 

Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher  Lyndle  R.  Bullard . 3 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel  Terrence  S.  August . 23 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  William  G.  Sewell  OF . 4 

Hammond,  First  Ricky  L.  Willis . 3 

Associate/SLU  Campus  Ministry 

(Debra  M.  Peplow  FL) . 6 

James  Chapel  (Mark  A.  Lubbock  PL) . 2 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon  (Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.  RA) . 6 

Lacombe  (Lawrence  K.  Benson,  Jr.  PL) . 5 

Lee’s  Landing  (Carol  R.  Richardson  PL) . 5 

Livingston  (Richard  W.  Davis  PL) . 4 

Loranger-Cooper’s  Chapel  (Emile  E.  Tosso  FL) . 6 

Madisonville,  North  Cross  Flint  E.  Shea . 4 

Mandeville: 

Church  of  the  Servant  Charles  Crews  . 1 

Newell  (Nolan  M.  Robinson  PL) . 12 

St.  Timothy-On-The-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell . 8 

Associate  Brady  S.  Whitton  PE . 3 

Associate  (Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.  PL) . 5 

Associate  (Carol  R.  Richardson  PL) . 1 

Pastor  Emeritus  J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM . 3 

Pearl  River  Timothy  M.  Smith . 3 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier-Nesom  Mem. 

(E.  Rand  Guy  RL) . 2 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa  (Kenneth  Norton  FL) . 1 

Ponchatoula: 

First  Robert  L.  Deich . 5 

Wesley  Chapel  (Jimmie  S.  Parker  PL) . 1 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate  David  F.  Fortuna . 3 

Associate  Joshua  D.  Milliron  PE . 3 

First  Jerry  G.  Hilbun  . 2 

Associate  John  M.  Lee  RM . 7 

Associate  (Allan  W.  Anderson,  Jr.  PL) . 7 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Carolyn  B.  Foster,  FD . 9 

Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  (Ernest  E.  Scott) . 1 

Springfield: 

First-Huff  Chapel-Maurepas  (William  F.  Foster  FL) . 2 

St.  James  (Jerry  C.  Edwards  PL) . 2 

Sun  T.B.S. 

Varnado  Ester  L.  Hammond  RM . 9 

Walker: 

First-Mangum  Chapel  (James  B.  Moore  FL) . 1 

Friendship-Corbin  (Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  PL) . 13 

Watson,  Live  Oak  (Mark  E.  Crosby) . 7 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Terry  C.  Willis . 8 

Ansley-Centerpoint  (Leslie  M.  Webb  SP) . 1 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah  Ray  R.  Spiller . 1 

Arizona  T.B.S 

Athens  (Charles  R.  Penuell  PL) . 7 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF . 2 

Beulah  T.B.S. 

Bienville  T.B.S. 

Brushwood  T.B.S. 

Chatham-Concord  (Homer  V.  Bailes  RA) . 3 

Choudrant-Douglas  Raymond  M.  Crofoot  RM . 13 

Cotton  Valley  (Dorcas  A.  Thornton  PL) . 3 

Downsville-Bethel  (Owen  H.  Peyton  Sr.) . 3 

Doyline-Sibley  (Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  FL) . 1 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel  Jon  M.  Lord . 5 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros  Cage  L.  McLemore  RM . 2 

Farmerville  (John  G.  Hankins) . 5 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove  H.  Elizabeth  Love  Tu'uta  PE . 2 

Haynesville-Shongaloo  Byron  W.  Putnam . 4 

Heflin  (Carol  D.  Heard  PL) . 3 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope  Joseph  E.  Hamilton . 4 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel  David  B.  Dietzel . 6 

Indian  Village  T.B.S. 

Jonesboro  (L.  Wayne  Howington)  . 2 

Marion-Bird's  Chapel  Gary  L.  Van  Horn  RM . 1 

Memorial-Salem  M.  Stuart  Sherman . 4 

Minden: 

First  J.  Roddy  Taylor . 1 

Lakeview  T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr . 2 

Mount  Zion  John  N.  Williams . 6 

Pilgrim  Rest  (Samuel  L.  Bradley  PL) . 10 

Pine  Grove  T.B.S. 

Pleasant  Valley  (Joe  E.  Hunter  RL) . 6 

Quitman-Clay  Nancy  E.  Wofford  PE  . 2 

Ringgold-Castor  Thomas  B.  Freeman  OF . 3 

Ruston: 

Grace  A.  Wayne  Evans . 1 

Trinity  Fred  B.  Wideman . 8 

Associate  Andy  R.  Hurst . 3 

Associate  M.  Roily  Walker  RM . 24 

Associate  (W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) . 2 

Minister  of  Music  R.  Michael  Cloud  FD . 10 

Wesley  Chapel-Lisbon  T.B.S. 

Simsboro,  Antioch  (Reginald  Colvin  PL) .  1 

Springhill  Burton  F.  Blair . 1 

Whitehall-Colquitt-Evergreen  (David  G.  Bazer  PL) . 10 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  William  D.  Peeples . 4 

Benton  Richard  Michael  Boyett . 1 

Bethel  (Charles  8  Frances  J.  Freeman  PL)4 

Blanchard  L.  Ray  Branton  RM . 3 

Bossier  City: 

Asbury  Barry  E.  Hughes . 2 

Barksdale  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM . 7 

Fellowship  Jonathan  W.  Beck . 2 

First  Larry  G.  Miller . 5 

Associate  (Kevin  D.  Townsend  FL) . 2 

Director  of  Children’s  Ministries 

Lylln  Guth  DM . 1 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel  Ellen  B.  Montegudo  . 2 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit  (Carl  D.  Munyon  PL) . 2 

Greenwood-Bethany  S.  Kemper  Smith  . 2 

Haughton: 

Haughton  (Thomas  E.  Dungan  PL)  . 1 

Love  Chapel  Ellen  R.  Alston . 3 

Hosston-Gilliam-Belcher  Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF . 2 

Ida  Jerry  A.  Means  RM . 3 

Keithville: 

Keithville  (David  R.  Melville  FL) . 2 

McDonald-Fairview  (Donny  R.  Nedd  PL) . 6 

Logansport-Longstreet  Robert  G.  Rowland . 1 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane  Irvin  J.  Boudreaux  OF . 2 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-New  Light 

(Oscar  E.  Player) . 13 

Shady  Grove-Bonchest  George  L.  Thomas  RM . 4 

Wesley-Rosa-St.  Matthew  Bruce  C.  Carroll  OF . 1 

Many  Mark  Bray . 1 

Mooringsport-Oil  City  (Cheryl  L.  Nelson  FL) . 3 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel  Henry  M.  Hamilton . 5 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican  (Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) . 3 

Shiloh-Keatchie  (Raymon  L.  Owens,  Jr.  SP) . 1 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor  Steven  M.  Spurlock . 4 

Associate  M.  Jack  O'Dell . 1 

Associate  (Kathy  S.  Wafer  PL) . 1 

Associate  Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM . 4 

Pastor  Emeritus  George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  RM . 21 

Caddo  Heights  (Thomas  A.  Wilson  RA) . 2 

Christ  Larry  D.  O'Dell . 5 

Associate  Jonathan  King  PE . 2 

Ellerbe  Road  (Judith  D.  Bazer) . 2 

Fairfield-Faith  (Willie  E.  Jackson,  Jr.  FL) . 14 

First  R.  Pat  Day . 10 

Asssociate  Douglas  M.  Baker . 4 

Associate  Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. . 1 

Associate  William  R.  Mayo  RM . 17 

Minister  of  Music  (Will  K.  Andress  FL) . 31 

Scholar  in  Residence  Donald  A.  Webb  RM . 10 

Minister  of  Visitation  William  E.  Nolan  RM  . 5 

Minister  of  Discipleship  8  Adult  Min 

Regina  L.  Wren  FD . 5 

Director  of  Lay  Mini. 8  Small  Groups 

Pamela  G.  Crews  FD . 3 

Asso/Chpl/Dir.Ch  Careers,  Centenary 

(Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL) . 1 

Grace  Community  Robert  A.  Weber . 11 

Associate  Sione  Tu'uta  PE . 1 

Lakeview  Charles  B.  Humphreys . 5 

Mangum  Gregory  R.  Davis . 4 

Morningside  Richard  L.  Cockburn  . 3 

New  Creation  (Clyde  T.  Smith  PL) . 6 

Noel  Steven  W.  Caraway . 5 

Associate  M.  Theresa  McConnell . 4 

North  Highlands  Sandra  B.  Huber . 3 

St.  James-Jewella  Willie  L.  Henry . 10 

St.  Luke's  John  O.  Alston  ROE . 1 

St.  Paul-Round  Grove  Kenneth  M.  Fisher . 3 

Summer  Grove  W.  Mark  Strickland . 1 

Associate  (Stephen  N.  Fife  SP) . 1 

Vivian  Ramonalynn  Bethley . 3 

Zwoile-Bayou  Scie  Bonita  C.  Davis  PE . 3 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 


Conference,  Staff 

Director,  Conference  Mission  Resourcing 

Bernadine  Johnson  FD  BR . 4 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Larry  D.  Norman  BR . 5 

Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR . 5 

Director,  LA  UM  Foundation  Michael  Reeves  OF  BR . 2 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR . 5 

Executive  Director,  Conf.  Missions  8  Min. 

Rena  M.  Yocom  FD  BR . 5 

Director  of  Special  Ministries  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  NS . 8 


Center  for  Pastoral  effectiveness 

Director  of  Spiritual  Formation  Carole  Cotton-Winn  NS . 5 

Director  of  Parish  Development  John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  RM  NS.. 13 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 

Div.  of  Gen.  Bd.  of  Higher  Ed.  8  Min.  Joaquin  Garcia  FD  MN  ..17 
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Louisiana  Conference  UMW  attend  national  assembly  in  Philadelphia 


BY  EDNA  BROWN  HICKMAN 

Over  100  United  Methodist 
Women  journeyed  from  all  parts 
of  Louisiana  by  planes,  buses 
and  trains  to  join  over  10,000 
United  Methodist  Women  from 
across  the  world  to  attend 
Assembly  2002  in  Philadelphia  - 
the  beautiful  and  historic  city  of 
Brotherly  Love.  They  welcomed 
us  with  open  arms.  The 
Assembly’s  theme:  “Sing  A  New 
Song”  -  was  an  appropriate  one 
and  sing  we  did. 

Thursday,  April  25  was  a  day 
to  gather  and  center  ourselves; 
to  remember  our  call  to  be  co¬ 
creators  of  a  new  song  with  God. 
The  Assembly  began  on 
Thursday  evening  with  a  wel¬ 
come  from  Genie  Banks, 
President,  Women’s  Division  and 
it  ended  with  Holy  Communion 
Service,  which  set  the  tone  for 
the  rest  of  the  Assembly. 

Friday,  April  26  was  a  day  for 
new  Songs  for  Children  and 
Youth.  We  were  challenged  by 
Marian  Wright  Edelman, 
Founder  and  President  of  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund  to 
“Leave  No  Child  Behind”.  “So  we 
must  wear  our  leaders  out  with 


our  voices  and  votes  until  they 
provide  just  treatment  for  our 
children,”  she  said.  “So  have 
your  lamps  lit  and  full  of  oil.  Do 
not  let  anything  or  anybody  dis¬ 
courage  us  from  our  mission  to 
Leave  No  Child  Behind.”  We 
signed  petitions  to  be  sent  to 
our  congressman  to  support 
increase  in  funding  for  child 
care  and  other  services  for  chil¬ 
dren.  The  Rev.  Hea  Sun  Kim  led 
the  Bible  Study  which  explored 
Jesus’  concern  for  children.  She 
spoke  on,  "To  Know  Children,  To 
Know  God  -  Jesus’  Radical  Call: 
Be  Like  Children.”  The  Scripture 
came  from  Matthew  18:1-5. 

Saturday,  April  27  was  a  day 
for  Women’s  Songs  in  the  midst 
of  struggle,  and  lamentations. 
Celia  Esparza  spoke  on  “A 
National  Perspective.”  The  Bible 
study  was  “Singing  in  the 
Window:  Rehab's  Subversive 
Song,”  spoken  by  The  Rev. 
Barbara  K.  Lundblad.  Scripture 
reading  came  from  Joshua  1:1- 
2 1 .  She  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  when  she  sang  “God  Bless 
the  World”  to  the  tune  of  “God 
Bless  America.”  The  words  are: 

God  bless  the  world  we  love! 


Stranger  and  friend! 

Go  before  us,  Restore  us, 

With  a  hope 

That  despair  cannot  end. 

Ev’ry  people,  ev’ry  nation, 

Mighty  ocean,  heaven’s  dome! 

God  bless  the  world  we  love! 

Our  only  home! 

God  bless  the  world  You  love! 

Our  only  home. 

Sunday,  April  28  was  a  day  to 
sing  Songs  of  Hope  for  women, 
children,  and  youth.  It  was  also 
a  day  to  recommit  ourselves  to 
“Sing  a  New  Song.” 

Each  evening,  the  services 
were  filled  with  beautiful  music 
and  singing  from  various  cul¬ 
tures  and  languages. 

Also,  each  person  was 
assigned  to  attend  focus  groups 
in  the  afternoons.  In  addition, 
there  was  an  Intercessory  Prayer 
Room,  a  Listening  Room, 
exhibits  and  so  many  other 
activities. 

Assembly  2002  was  held  in 
the  beautiful,  state  of  the  art 
Convention  Center  in  down¬ 
town  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvainia. 

To  God  be  the  glory  for  the 
things  He  has  done! 


More  han  100  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  attended  the 
recent  national  assembly  in  Philadelphia. 


2002-2003  Appointments  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological 

Schools  and  Other  Educational  Institutions 

Asst.  Professor  of  Congregational  Leadership,  St.  Paul  School  of 

Theology,  Kansas  City,  MO  Robert  K.  Martin  AL . 3 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Church  History  &  Meth  Studies,  Phillips  Theological 

Sem.,  Tulsa,  OK  Ellen  J.  Blue  NO . 1 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph’s  University,  Philadelphia,  PA 

Millicent  C.  Feske  NO . 10 

Prof,  of  Excellence/Academic  Dean,  American  Baptist  College, 
Nashville,  TN  Graham  P.  Matthews,  Jr.  N0...1 

Ad.Prof.,Rel.  &  Phil.,  Dillard  University 

W.  Dwight  Ramsey  NO . 1 

President,  The  Jefferson  Circle  David  G.  Trickett  NO . 15 

Campus  Ministers 

Wesley-Westminster,  Northwestern  Ellis  E.  Newman  PE  AL...3 
LSU  Shawn  M.  Anglim  PE  BR..3 

Southern  University  George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr.  BR..8 


Tulane  University  Judith  A.  Shema  NO . 6 

Wesley  Foundation,  Grambling  State  University 

Connie  Breaux  FD  RS . 1 


Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  UniversityScott  E.  Wright  RS...5 

APPOINTED  IN  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 


North  Carolina  Joe  D.  Connelly  NO . 3 

Missouri  West  Brian  R.  Barron  SH . 4 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION 
MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 


US  Air  Force  W.  Scott  Adams  SH . 9 

US  Army  Macky  R.  Giles  SH . 6 


Health  Care  Fields.  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other 
Related  Ministries 

Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  LafayetteWalton  C.  Dunbar  AC . 4 

Chap.,  Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Ctr., 

Kennewick,  WA  Jose  Garcia  AC . 4 

District  Missioner  Richard  C.  Hooton  AL 2 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation 

Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR...2 


Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp  .BR 

Barbara  S.  Duke  BR . 5 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility 

James  W.  Jones  RM  BR . 2 

Staff  Chap.,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham 

Virginia  Millet  BR . 8 

Christine  A.  Roberts  PD  BR . 1 


Exec.  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  Living . 

John  H.  Sewell  BR . 10 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles 

David  R.  DeWitt  LC . 10 

Chap. .Harris  County  Psych  Ctr  Houston, TX. A. 

Swindell  Hodges,  Jr  LC . 4 

Chap.,  Houston  Hospice,  North  Ofc.,  Houston  TX 

Daniel  H.  Miller  LC . 9 

Spiritual  Counselor  &  Psychotherapist,  Cancer  Treatment  Center, 
St.  Vincent  Hosp.,  Santa  Fe,  NM 

Lou  Ann  Asbury  MN . 2 

Dir.  of  Development,  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Paul  E.  Sabin  MN . 9 

The  People's  Inst.  For  Survival  &  Beyond 

C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO . 1 

Exec.  Director,  St.  Mark’s  Comm.  Center 

Gregor  A.  Dike  NO . 7 

Director  of  Clinical  Hypnotherapy,  Pendleton  Hospital 

Paul  G.  Durbin  RM  NO . 27 

McFarland  Institute  (W.  Craig  Gilliam)  NO . 5 

McFarland  Institute  Cindy  M.  Graber  PE  NO . 2 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston,  TX 

Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO . 4 

District  Missioner  Barbara  L.  Murray  FD  NO . 5 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing,  Springfield,  IL 

Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO . 3 

Chap./Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Pendleton  Hospital 

Judy  E.  Nelson  NO . 21 

Wesley  Comm.  Center,  Atlanta,  GBGM 

William  C.  Taylor  NO . 20 

Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed., Meth.  Child.  Home . 

Mickey  D.  Stringfield  RS . 9 

Nurse  Practioner/lnst.  Dept.  Ped.  LSU  Med. 

Hubert  F.  Debo  FD  SH . 10 

Director,  YWCA  Women's  Crisis  Services 

Rachel  L.  Scott  DM  SH . 5 

APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND  THE  MINISTRY 
USUALLY  EXTENDEDTHROUGH  THE  LOCAL 
CHURCH 


British  Methodist  Randall  K.  Nichols  BR . 4 

Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc.  Durham,  North  Carolina 

Cathy  S.  Carlson  MN . 27 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  OTHER  VALID 
MINISTRIES 

Appointed  to  Attend  School 

Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

S.  Brian  Yeich  BR  1 

Atlanta  Theological  Association,  Columbia  Theological  Seminary 
JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO . 5 


Incapacity  Leave 

Sidney  Earl  Irving . AL  22 

Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr.  OF . AL  3 

John  C.  Coker,  Sr . BR  3 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo  FD . BR  3 

Samuel  D.  Reeves . BR  4 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM . NO  6 

(Charles  R.  Cosentino  FL) . NS  4 

(Michael  D.  Corrigan  FL) . SH  5 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K.  Brazzel . AC  5 

Karen  Davis . BR  1 

Deborah  Drash . BR  1 

Carolyn  Stokes  Lambert . BR  2 

Lorris  M.  Wimberly . BR  3 

Jeffery  D.  Conner . MN  2 

Erika  S.  Fadel . NO  8 

Bryan  S.  Dauphin . SH  1 

Walter  L.  Parr,  Jr . SH  2 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE . SH  2 

Deaconesses 

Librarian,  St.  Mary’s  Day  School,  Alexandria . Carolina  Labrada  AL 

Outreach  Ministries,  Jordan .  Elsie  Cyrus  BR 

Community  Services,  Baton  Rouge . Hallique  Dawson  BR 

. Juanita  L.  Ivie  R  NO 


. Evelyn  Murphree  R  NO 

Transferred  Out 

Margaret  Sue  Kelly  FD . South  Carolina . June  1,  2002 

W.  Arnold  Roberts . Memphis . June  1, 2002 

John  G.  Whitley . Alabama-West  Florida . June  1,  2001 

Transferred  In 

Douglas  M.  Baker . Texas . June  1,  2002 

Lylln  Guth  DM . Little  Rock . June  1,  2002 

Timothy  J.  Neustifter . New  Mexico . June  1,  2002 

Dorothy  J.  Smith . North  Texas . June  1, 2002 

Henry  R.  Stone  PE . Northwest  Texas . June  1, 2002 


Safe  House 


Thompson 
UMC  celebrates 
135th  year 

Thompson  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  celebrating  its 
135th  anniversary  on  Sunday,  July 
28  at  2  p.m.  at  the  church,  1023 
St.  Roch  Ave.  in  New  Orleans. 

Rev.  William  Jones,  pastor  at 
Thompson  UMC,  and  chairper¬ 
sons  Jeorgiana  Horn  and  Carolyn 
Young  invite  the  public  to  join  in 
the  celebration.  Dr.  Louis  Smith 
Jr.,  pastor  for  Trinity  United 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
New  Orleans,  will  deliver  the  ser¬ 
mon  for  the  program. 


VOL.  3,  NO.  1 3  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  July  5, 2002 


Conference  offers  adult  workers  with  youth  retreat 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
will  offer  an  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 
Retreat  Aug.  23-24  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

Key  topics  will  include  guidelines  for 
leadership,  utilizing  the  computer,  spiritu¬ 
al  enrichment  for  youth  and  music  min¬ 
istries.  The  retreat  begins  Friday,  Aug.  23  at 


6  p.m.  with  dinner  at  7  p.m.  The  event 
concludes  Saturday,  Aug.  24  at  3  p.m. 

The  cost  for  a  single  occupancy  room 
is  $80,  and  a  double  occupancy  is  $65. 
Linens,  tlrree  meals,  snacks  and 
resources  are  provided.  Participants 
must  bring  their  Bible,  toilet  articles, 
casual  clothes,  lap  top  computer  and 


eagerness  to  share  and  learn  new  ways 
of  being  an  adult  worker  with  youth. 

The  registration  deadline  is  Aug.9, 
and  registration  forms  may  be  retrieved 
by  visiting  the  Conference  web  site, 
www.la-umc.org  or  by  calling  the 
Conference  youth  director  s  office  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286. 
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Dolph  appointed  Director,  Conference  Youth  Ministries 


Rev.  Tom  Dolph,  former  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baker,  will  serve  as  the  new  Director, 
Conference  Youth  Ministries  begin¬ 
ning  July  15,  2002.  A  nationwide 
search  resulted  in  the  appointment  of 
Dolph.  He  replaces  Carolyn  Dove,  who 
has  served  in  the  position  for  eight 
years. 

“I  am  excited  about  the  ministry 
opportunity  that  lies  before  me. 
Having  such  a  strong  foundation  to 
stand  upon  means  the  possibilities  are 


limited  only  by  our 
willingness  to  hear 
the  call  of  God,”  said 
Dolph. 

Dolph  has  previ¬ 
ously  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  Walker  UMC, 
and  as  associate  pas¬ 
tor  for  Blackwater 
UMC,  First  UMC  of 
Lafayette  and  First  UMC  of  Slidell. 
During  all  three  associate  tenures, 
Dolph’s  primary  responsibility  was 


youth  ministry. 

He  has  also  served  as  youth  director 
for  four  other  United  Methodist 
churches,  including  one  in  Boulder, 
Col.  His  extensive  experience  in  youth 
ministry  includes  serving  on  the 
CCYM  Executive  Committee  and  as 
District  Youth  Coordinator  for  New 
Orleans,  Slidell  and  Acadiana. 

Dolph  has  a  masters  of  divinity 
from  Iliff  School  of  Theology  and  a  B. 
A.  in  Law  Enforcement  from  Northeast 
Louisiana  University  (ULM). 


Garden  of  Remembrance 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Ginger  Ford  from  the  YMCA  stands  with  Paracietia  Director  Cathy 
Arends  as  construction  proceeds  on  the  'Azaleas'  memorial  gar¬ 
den  designed  to  comfort  families  grieving  over  lost  pregnancies. 

Paracietia  creates  garden  for 
families  of  lost  pregnancies 


Chaplain  and  president  of 
Paracietia,  Inc.  Cathy  Arends 
believes  that  God  has  called 
her  to  serve  those  who  think, 
“God  does  not  care  for  me.” 
Working  with  pregnant  women 
who  are  incarcerated  and 
helping  young  women  who  are 


recovering  addicts  and  alco¬ 
holics  are  the  two  main  focus¬ 
es  of  this  vital  ministry. 

Arends,  a  registered  nurse 
with  a  masters  in  counseling 
and  an  MRE,  completed  her 
chaplain  residency  at  East 
See  Garden,  page  3 


Volunteers  unload  gravel  in  the  memorial  garden.  A  land¬ 
scape  design  student  from  Louisiana  State  University,  Tony 
Tradewell,  right,  created  the  design  for  the  garden. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Whirlwind  of  a  Day 


I  had  a  very  interesting  experience 
this  week.  I  spent  a  day  in  Washington, 
D.C.  with  a  few  other  United  Methodist 
bishops  visiting  with  a  U.S.  Senator, 
personnel  from  two  other  Senate 
offices,  and  with  leaders  of  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund.  We  were 
there  as  a  part  of  the  “Bishop’s  Initiative 
on  Children  and  Poverty,”  trying  to  do 
what  we  could  to  help  insure  the  conti¬ 
nuity  of  government  aid  programs  that 
help  keep  poverty  at  bay  in  the  lives  of 
our  children. 

It  is  hard  to  realize  that  one  in  every 
five  children  in  our  country  is  caught  in 
a  devastating  poverty  cycle  that  keeps 
them  from  having  what  we  consider 
the  basic  necessities  of  life.  They  do 
not  have  proper  medical  care,  adequate 
educational  opportunity,  health  insur¬ 
ance,  proper  nutrition,  and  a  host  of 
other  things.  Think  of  it!  One  in  every 
five  children  in  our  country  is  “outside 
the  house”  that  adequately  provides  for 
their  basic  care. 

The  current  rate  of  government 
funding  for  child-care  that  makes  it 
possible  for  parents  to  be  in  the  work 
force,  earning  a  living  that  can  help 
with  this  blight,  covers  only  one  in 
every  seven  children  who  qualify  for 
aid.  It  would  take  an  additional  $20  bil¬ 
lion  over  the  next  five  years  to  bring 
two  out  of  every  seven  children  who 
already  qualify  under  the  coverage.  At 
current  proposals,  the  largest  amount 
being  talked  about  for  child-care  aid  is 
$1 1 .25  billion  over  the  next  five  years. 
There  is  even  talk  of  freezing  all  govern¬ 
ment  spending  in  this  arena.  If  funding 
were  frozen  it  would,  because  of  infla¬ 
tion,  effectively  reduce  the  number  of 
children  who  could  be  served.  It  is  a 


mammoth  problem. 

I  don’t  pretend  to 
know  the  answers  to 
the  elimination  of 
poverty  among  our 
nation’s  children.  I 
do  know  that  I  want 
to  do  whatever  possi¬ 
ble  to  move  us 
toward  that  end.  So 
there  I  was  in 
Washington,  talking 
with  Senator  Hillary 
Clinton,  speaking  with  aids  to  Senators 
Grassley  and  Baucus,  and  conferring 
with  Marian  Wright  Edelman,  head  of 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fund. 
Unfortunately  I  had  to  leave  for  the  air¬ 
port  before  our  delegation  met  with 
personnel  at  the  White  House.  It  was  a 
whirlwind  of  a  day. 

When  I  settled  on  the  plane  headed 
for  Adanta  and  then  Baton  Rouge,  I 
thought  to  myself,  “What  was  a  man 
who  grew  up  in  obscure  Monument, 
New  Mexico  doing  in  the  Senate  office 
halls,  trying  to  convince  these  leaders 
of  the  greatest  nation  on  earth  to  fight 
for  the  elimination  of  poverty  among 
our  children?  Why  should  these  giants 
of  legislative  process  listen  to  me,  even 
though  I  wear  the  lapel  pin  of  a  bishop 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church? 
Would  our  presence  as  bishops,  repre¬ 
senting  some  8.5  million  persons  in  the 
USA,  make  an  impact  at  all?" 


Then  I  was  reminded  that  when  we 
represent  a  Godly  cause,  such  as  the 
“care  that  not  one  of  these  little  ones 
should  perish”,  we  don’t  have  to  be  big 
and  powerful  or  come  from  well-known 
places.  We  simply  have  to  be  faithful, 
speak  with  conviction,  and  let  God  fight 
for  us.  I  thought  of  the  Israelites  stand¬ 
ing  at  the  edge  of  the  sea.  On  one  side 
was  this  seemingly  impassable  body  of 
water  and  the  mighty  Egyptian  army 
was  pressing  in  on  the  other.  The  peo¬ 
ple  panicked.  But  Moses,  standing  firm 
and  faithful,  said  to  them,  ’’Fear  not, 
stand  firm,  and  see  the  salvation  of  the 
Lord,  which  he  will  work  for  you  today; 
for  the  Egyptians  whom  you  see  today, 
you  shall  never  see  again.  The  Lord  will 
fight  for  you,  and  you  have  only  to  be 
still.”  (Exodus  14;  13-14)  Yes,  I  needed 
to  be  reminded  that  the  Lord  will  fight 
for  the  children  of  the  world  as  well. 

But  God  fights  through  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers.  The  people  with  whom  we 
talked  were  all  members  of  Christian 
churches.  All  of  them  profess  God  as 
their  God,  and  Jesus  as  their  Lord.  I 
have  to  trust  that  the  calling  of  the 
position  of  the  church  to  the  legislators’ 
attention  will  give  them  cause  for  addi¬ 
tional  thought.  They  too  must  be  trust¬ 
ed  to  follow  the  calling  of  their  Lord  not 
to  let  even  the  least  of  the  little  ones 
perish. 

Voting  for  or  against  a  particular 
Senate  bill  is  not  the  measure  of  who  is 


faithful  and  who  is  not.  The  faithful 
have  varying  opinions  of  what  is  the 
best  way  to  administer  the  government. 
But  I  have  to  remain  true  to  my  under¬ 
standing  of  what  we  are  called  to  be 
and  do.  I  must  state  my  conviction.  I 
must  present  my  case.  I  must  have 
“holy  conferencing”  with  another 
believer.  And  then  I  must  trust  that 
God  will  continue  to  work  through  it  all 
until  God’s  will  is  done. 

I  believe  we  have  the  resources  and 
ability  to  eliminate  poverty  among  our 
children.  I  won’t  rest  until  it  is  done.  I 
CAN’T  rest  until  it  is  done.  So,  I  might 
find  myself  in  the  halls  of  congress 
again  one  of  these  days,  trying  to  con¬ 
vince  elected  leaders  to  step  up  to  the 
plate  and  hit  a  home  run  for  the  poor  of 
our  society.  I  probably  won’t  feel  any 
more  “worthy”  then  than  I  did  this 
time.  But,  if  called  upon,  I  will  be  there 
doing  my  best. 

I  invite  you  to  make  the  witnessing 
to  your  faith  a  daily  part  of  your  jour¬ 
ney  as  well.  Sometimes  you  will  won¬ 
der,  “What’s  a  person  like  me  doing 
telling  a  story  like  this?”  But,  you  know 
what,  God  will  know  why  you  do  what 
you  do  and  will  affirmatively  say,  “Well 
done  good  and  faithful  servant.”  I’m 
not  sure  we  have  to  explain  it  to  anyone 
else,  and  certainly  shouldn’t  feel 
unworthy  to  be  speaking  for  the  most 
worthy  cause  of  all,  the  Kingdom  of 
God. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Hutchinson  among  bishops  lobbying  for  children  in  nation's  capital 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Twelve 
United  Methodist  bishops  spent  June  12 
urging  the  Bush  administration  and  U.S. 
senators  to  pass  legislation  making  chil¬ 
dren  a  national  priority. 

The  delegation,  authorized  at  the 
spring  meeting  of  the  Council  of 


Bishops,  met  with  Sen.  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton  (D-N.Y.)  a  United  Methodist; 
Tim  Goeglin,  a  special  assistant  to 
President  Bush;  and  several  senators  or 
their  aides  to  push  funding  and  justice 
issues  related  to  children. 

Before  those  conversations,  Marion 
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Wright  Edelman,  founder  of  the 
Children’s  Defense  Fund,  reminded  the 
bishops  that,  because  of  funding  issues, 
only  one  of  seven  children  eligible  for 
federally  subsidized  child  care  receives  it. 
She  also  noted  that  the  president  favors 
freezing  the  next  five  years  of  federal 
funding  for  child  care  at  its  present  level. 

The  Children’s  Defense  Fund  esti¬ 
mates  that  such  a  freeze  would  mean 
that  1 15,000  fewer  children  would  be 
served  because  of  inflation,  according  to 
staff  member  Mary  Bourdette. 

“It  is  morally  wrong  and  economically 
irresponsible  for  the  Bush  administra¬ 
tion  and  some  in  Congress  to  say  we 
cannot  afford  to  provide  more  children  a 
Head  Start  this  year  or  a  single  new  dime 
for  child  care  for  children  in  working 
families  over  the  next  five  years,  while 
lavishing  billions  in  new  tax  cuts  for  mil¬ 
lionaires  and  multimillionaires,” 


Edelman  said. 

Enriching  millionaires  and  billion¬ 
aires  by  tax  cuts  puts  them  ahead  of  the 
basic  needs  of  children,  she  said. 

“Let’s  just  freeze  it  now,”  she  said  of 
the  various  tax  cuts  being  phased  in  over 
much  of  the  decade.  Ordinary  citizens 
already  have  received  all  the  tax  cut  ben¬ 
efits  they  will  get,  she  stressed.  “Let’s  just 
treat  them  (the  rich)  like  the  rest  of  us.” 

Those  who  participated  were  Bishops 
Ann  Sherer,  Missouri  Area;  Joe  Sprague, 
Chicago  Area;  Susan  Morrison,  Albany 
(N.Y.)  Area;  Felton  Edwin  May, 
Washington  Area;  Bruce  Ough,  Ohio 
West  Area;  Joe  Pennel  Jr.,  Richmond  (Va.) 
Area;  Bill  Hutchinson,  Louisiana  Area; 
Neil  L.  Irons,  Harrisburg  (Pa.)  Area;  and 
retired  Bishops  Jesse  DeWitt,  Melvin 
Talbert,  Joseph  Yeakel  and  Donald  Ott, 
who  heads  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty. 


GCFA  seeks  input  for  2005-2008  budget 


The  United  Methodist  Church’s  finan¬ 
cial  administration  agency  is  seeking 
annual  conference  participation  as  work 
gets  under  way  on  a  denominational 
budget  for  2005-2008. 

Officials  of  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  are 
inviting  active  bishops  to  send  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  each  U.S.  annual  confer¬ 


ence  to  the  first  day  and  a  half  of  the 
council’s  fall  meeting  Nov.  21-24  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

GCFA  is  also  asking  the  top  executive 
of  each  churchwide  agency  to  bring  a 
financial  leader  from  his  or  her  govern¬ 
ing  board. 

Every  four  years,  General  Conference 
votes  on  the  budget  for  the  next  qua- 
drennium. 
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Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

A  volunteer  unloads  dirt  for  the  'Azaleas'  memorial  garden  at  Paracletia,  Inc.  The  garden  was  designed  to  assist  families  dealing 
with  grief  over  lost  pregnancies. 


Garden, 


from  page  7 


Jefferson  General  Hospital  in  Metairie. 
During  her  residency,  Arends  special¬ 
ized  in  grief  care  with  those  who  have 
experienced  the  loss  of  a  baby  during 
pregnancy  or  shortly  after  birth. 

As  a  result  of  her  background, 
Arends  has  expanded  the  efforts  of 
Paracletia,  Inc.  to  include  parents 
who  have  encountered  loss  due  to 
miscarriage,  abortion,  tubal  pregnan¬ 
cy  and  stillbirth.  This  special  ministry 
is  known  as  “Azaleas,"  and  is  con¬ 
ducted  alongside  her  work  with  the 
incarcerated. 

“Mothers  and  fathers,  experiencing 
the  death  of  a  baby,  grieve  for  their 
baby  and  the  loss  of  an  entire  lifetime 
with  that  child.  Grief  and  loss  take 
time  to  resolve.  Some  parents  have  not 
been  able  to  work  through  that  experi¬ 
ence,  which  may  have  occurred  many 
years  ago,  and  the  death  has  contin¬ 


ued  to  affect  their  interpersonal  rela¬ 
tionships  at  home  and  at  work,”  said 
Arends. 

“Azaleas”  was  established  to  offer 
assistance  with  the  grief  process 
through  facilitation  with  the  goal  of 
closure.  "Personal  growth  can  result 
from  the  parent  working  at  becoming 
whole  again  and  beginning  to  believe 
God  really  is  a  God  of  love,”  said 
Arends. 

An  outgrowth  of  this  ministry, 
Azalea  Gardens,  is  in  the  process  of 
being  developed  by  Paracletia  Inc.,  in 
cooperation  with  the  LSU  College  of 
Art  and  Design.  Students  in  the  college 
have  volunteered  their  time  to  design 
and  create  the  garden,  with  will  give 
families  a  place  to  go  to  remember 
their  miscarried  babies.  Individual 
donations  of  plaques,  statues,  flowers 
and  bushes  are  being  accepting  as 


memorials. 

As  a  501 -c3  nonprofit,  tax  exempt 
corporation,  Paracletia  Inc.  receives 
grants  and  individual  or  corporate 
donations. 

These  donations  can  be  in  the  form 
of  unrestricted  funds  for  use  in  the 
general  operating  expenses,  or 
restricted  funds,  which  are  designated 
for  a  particular  part  of  the  ministry. 

Both  Arends  and  Evie  Martel,  vice- 
president  for  the  corporation,  are 
active  members  of  Jefferson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Martel,  with  a  degree  in  communica¬ 
tions  and  an  MRE,  weaves  her  life 
experiences  into  the  ministry  having 
experienced  miscarriage  and  the 
death  of  an  infant  daughter. 

For  more  information  or  to  make  a 
contribution  to  the  ministry,  contact 
Paracletia,  Inc.,  at  (225)  677-9303. 


Missouri  east  and  west 
conferences  to  merge 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  (UMNS)  — 
Members  of  Missouri’s  two  annual  con¬ 
ferences  have  voted  to  merge  and  create 
a  new  regional  body  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  a  joint  session  on  June  3,  members 
of  the  Missouri  East  and  West  annual 
conferences  voted  747  to  528  to  become 
one  conference,  effective  Jan.  1,  2003. 
The  merger  will  reduce  the  total  number 
of  U.S.  conferences,  or  regional  units,  to 
64. 

The  proposal  was  approved  by  votes 
of  360-308  in  Missouri  West  and  387-220 
in  Missouri  East. 

Both  conferences  already  share  a 
spiritual  leader,  Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer, 
who  will  continue  to  lead  the  new  entity 
until  the  2004  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas.  At  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence,  bishops  for  the  eight  South 
Central  states  are  elected,  retire,  reap¬ 
pointed  to  their  current  locations  or 
shifted  to  other  annual  conferences. 

For  the  past  few  years,  both  Missouri 
conferences  have  also  shared  an  area 
staff,  which  already  works  with  churches 
on  both  sides  of  the  state. 

Africa  University  grad: 
'believe  in  yourself' 

(UMNS)  -  Caroline  Shoko  has  simple 
advice  for  other  students  at  Africa 
University,  and  it  is  advice  that  has 
worked  for  her. 

"Have  confidence  in  your  own  abili¬ 
ties,  believe  in  yourself,  work  hard  and 
explore  every  opportunity  that  comes 
your  way,”  she  said. 

Shoko,  of  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  was 
named  the  Best  Female  Graduating 
Student  during  Africa  University’s  May 
25  commencement  ceremonies.  She 
received  a  degree  in  agriculture  and 
plans  on  earning  a  master  of  business 
administration  degree. 

The  United  Methodist- related  school 
in  Mutare  presented  degrees  to  187  stu¬ 
dents  from  13  African  countries. 

The  school’s  most  prestigious  award, 
the  ZIMRE  prize  for  best  all-around 
graduating  student,  went  to  Musa 
Wanjowa  of  Kadoma,  Zimbabwe,  an 
accounting  major  in  the  Faculty  (depart¬ 
ment)  of  Management  and 
Administration.  A  Mozambican, 

Anastacio  Diego  Lopez  Chembeze,  a 
theology  student,  earned  the  communi¬ 
ty  service  award  for  his  leadership  and 
work  in  community  outreach  and  serv¬ 
ice.  Gladys  Mbuvi  Mwikali  of  Kenya  was 
recognized  as  best  MBA  graduate. 

Lidia  R.  Arthur  Brito,  the 
Mozambican  Minister  of  Higher 
Education  Science  and  Technology, 
attended  the  graduation  ceremony  as 
guest  of  honor. 

The  graduates  represented 
Zimbabwe,  Mozambique,  Angola,  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo, 

Burundi,  Ghana,  Sierra  Leone,  Rwanda, 
Zambia,  Tanzania,  Cameroon,  Kenya 
and  Uganda. 

The  Class  of  2002  brings  to  880  the 
total  number  of  graduates  since  the  uni¬ 
versity  was  started  in  1992. 


Church  Organist/ 
Pianist  Needed 

Seeking  experienced  church  organist/ 
pianist  for  2-3  worship  services  per  week. 
Primary  responsibilities  on  Sundays  and 
Wednesdays.  Submit  resume  to  Organist, 
c/o  Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  404  S.  Huntington  St.,  Sulphur,  LA 
70663. 


Director  of  Singles 
Ministry 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Shreveport,  a 
3500+  member  church  located  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Singles  Ministry  to 
provide  leadership  and  supervision  to  this  growing 
ministry.  Working  with  a  singles  ministry  team, 
emphasis  is  on  developing  Bible  studies,  outings, 
mission  trips,  etc.  To  find  out  more  about  our  church, 
visit  our  website  at  www.fumcshreveport.org.  Send 
resumes  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Pam 
Crews,  P.  O.  Box  1567,  Shreveport,  LA  71165,  email  to 
pcrews@fumcshreveport.org,  or  fax  (318)  429-6888. 
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Some  of  the  Vacation  Bible  School  activities  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houma  included  smashing  berries  to  use  their  juice  as  a  stain  for  spice  boxes. 


Youth  enjoy  creative  activities  at  VBS 


BY  JOYCE  THIBODEAUX 

When  a  friend  told  Darla  Bergeron 
about  the  poverty  and  need  in  the 
small  communities  of  Pointe  aux 
Chenes  and  Isle  de  Jean  Charles,  she 
felt  a  calling  to  go  there.  Her  church, 
First  United  Methodist  in  Houma,  had 
used  the  ‘‘Marketplace  29  AD” 
Vacation  Bible  School  the  previous 
year.  Why  not  bring  a  similar  Bible 
School  to  the  children  of  Pointe  aux 
Chenes?  Darla  enlisted  the  help  of  her 
friend,  Linda  Morris.  Linda  agreed  to 
help  organize  the  Bible  School,  and  to 
provide  lunch  for  the  children  and 
volunteers. 

The  Bible  School  was  scheduled  for 
April  3, 4,  and  5,  when  children  were 
out  of  school  for  Easter.  The  Live  Oak 
Baptist  Church  in  Pointe  aux  Chenes 
agreed  to  make  their  facility  available. 
The  ladies  borrowed  a  sixteen  passen¬ 
ger  van  from  the  Salvation  Army  to  be 
used  for  transportation. 

On  the  first  day,  volunteers  assem¬ 
bled  in  Houma  for  the  trip  to  Pointe 
aux  Chenes,  about  twenty  miles  away. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  site,  some  volun¬ 
teers  set  up  the  tents  and  other  mate¬ 
rials.  Linda  Morris  and  Kacey 
Bergeron  drove  off  in  the  van  to 


recruit  children  to  participate.  The 
first  day,  they  brought  back  twenty- 
eight  children.  The  children  enjoyed 
the  Marketplace  activities,  such  as 
pottery,  bread  making,  synagogue 
study,  fish  net  mending,  the  spice 
booth,  and  painting  spice  boxes. 

The  children  were  asked  to  bring  a 
canned  good  on  the  second  day  as  an 
offering.  These  canned  goods  were 
donated  to  a  local  food  bank. 

Darla  Bergeron  reported,  ‘‘Over  the 
three-day  period,  we  ministered  to 
eighty-five  children.  On  Friday  when 
the  Bible  School  was  over,  the  children 
asked  ‘Why  can’t  we  come  again 
tomorrow?’”  She  counted  twenty-four 
adult  and  teen  volunteers  who  helped 
in  some  way.  Darla  viewed  the  Bible 
School  as  a  mission  trip  close  to 
home. 

As  Linda  Morris  said,  “The  whole 
vision  of  our  trip  was  to  take  to  the 
children  the  experiences  of  living 
while  Christ  walked  the  earth.  By 
experiencing  all  the  activities,  Jesus 
became  real  to  them,  someone  they 
could  relate  to,  and  have  a  relation¬ 
ship  with.”  This  mission  Bible  School 
was  definitely  a  blessing  for  everyone 
involved. 


MacDonnell  hosts  annual  gala 


MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services  in  Houma  recently  held  its  18th 
Annual  Volunteer  Activist  Gala  with  all  proceeds  benefiting  the  children  at 
MacDonell.  More  than  175  people  attended  the  black  tie  affair.  "The  event  was  a 
huge  success,"  said  Douglas  Hall,  vice  president  of  Resource  Development  at  the 
home.  "We  were  especially  pleased  to  be  able  to  honor  such  outstanding  individu¬ 
als  of  our  community  for  the  significant  volunteer  efforts  they  have  made,"  he 
added.  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services  is  a  residential  treatment 
facility  for  36  children  who  need  a  more  stable,  nurturing,  Christian  home  environ¬ 
ment. 
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Television  ministry  provides  youth  opportunity  for  service 


In  1982  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Alexandria  began  a  very  excit¬ 
ing  television  ministry.  Each  Sunday 
morning  on  the  local  NBC  affiliate,  a  28- 
minute  program,  edited  from  the  previ¬ 
ous  week’s  service,  broadcast  to  resi¬ 
dents  of  central  Louisiana. 

For  the  last  20  years,  this  program 
has  brought  the  message  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  many  homes  and  to  persons 
of  all  faiths  and  walks  of  life.  It  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  one  of  the  major  mission 
and  evangelism  outreaches  of  the 
church.  From  Pecan  Island  to  Natchez, 
Mississippi  and  from  Opelousas  to 
Winsboro  people  in  their  homes  are 
sharing  in  the  Sunday  service  with 
worshippers  in  the  congregation  and 
hearing  music,  prayers,  sermons  and 
words  of  faith  broadcast  from  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  First  UMC. 

Associate  pastor  from  1982  to  1985, 
Rev.  Kent  Kilbourne  was  instrumental  in 
starting  the  broadcasts.  He  was  assisted 
by  Owen  Brown  in  the  inception  of  the 
program. 

When  Rev.  Kilbourne  moved  to 
another  conference  in  1985,  Owen 
assumed  the  full  operation  of  the  televi¬ 
sion  ministry.  Through  the  years  many 
persons  in  the  church  have  worked  with 
him  as  they  participated  in  this  out¬ 
reach. 

The  faithfulness  of  these  persons  can¬ 
not  be  overstated.  It  truly  has  been  a 
labor  of  love  for  those  who  worked  cam¬ 
era  or  directed  or  edited  week  after  week 
without  compensation. 

However,  one  of  the  remarkable  parts 
of  this  ministry  has  been  the  mentoring 
and  training  by  Owen  of  so  many  young 
persons.  These  students  have  learned  to 
operate  a  camera,  to  direct  the  pro¬ 
grams,  and  to  understand  sound  tech¬ 
niques. 

Some  of  them  have  assisted  in  and 
contributed  to  the  editing  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  broadcast.  In  addition,  all  have 
helped  with  filming  of  weddings,  bap¬ 
tisms,  memorial  services,  children’s  pro¬ 
grams,  choir  concerts,  computer  pro¬ 
grams,  conferences,  and  many  other 
projects. 

Conference  Center 

An  Open  House  was  held  on  May  2  for 
the  business  community  in  an  effort  to 
extend  the  Conference  Center’s  ministry 
to  wider  horizons.  The  summer  schedule 
is  busy,  and  we  have  new  businesses 
requesting  our  services  daily,  including 
schools  and  municipal  offices. 

A  long-awaited  landscape  project  is 
taking  shape  through  the  inspired  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Robert  Reich.  Tony  Lawrence 
from  the  Center,  Orr  from  the  Louisiana 
Forestry  Service,  Rev.  Dale  Hensarling, 
and  members  of  Hensarling’s  church 
planted  over  200  trees  around  the  lake 
on  April  27.  Thanks  to  all  the  many 


Owen  is  a  junior  high  school  science 
teacher  and  his  love  for  his  subject  has 
inspired  several  of  his  students  to  get 
involved  in  the  television  ministry  at 
FUMC.  Five  of  the  young  persons  who 
have  worked  with  the  broadcasts  attend¬ 
ed  Alexandria  Country  Day  School, 
where  they  had  classes  for  two  or  three 
years  with  Owen.  They  learned  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  science  from  him  at  school  and 
then  through  television,  the  gift  of  serv¬ 
ice  as  they  participated  in  filming  week 
after  week. 

Many  of  the  "graduates”  of  the  TV 
ministry  have  continued  to  use  not  only 
the  skills  that  they  learned  while  work¬ 
ing  in  this  area  but  the  life  lessons 
taught  by  Owen  as  well.  Rev.  Mark  Bray 
is  a  minister  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Tim  Morrison  has  been 
associated  with  broadcasting  in  several 
areas. 

Kevin  Davis  has  also  been  involved 
with  media  work  since  leaving 
Alexandria.  Sarah  Davidson  is  majoring 
in  art  preservation  at  the  University  of 
Denver.  Chris  Orr  is  serving  in  the 
armed  forces,  stationed  in  Hawaii.  Brian 
Fillette  will  be  graduating  from  college 
this  year  and  will  be  looking  at  medicine 
and  the  ministry  as  possible  careers. 

Andy  Sams  will  be  a  freshman  in  college 
in  the  fall  of  2002  with  an  anticipated 
major  of  biochemistry  or  political  sci¬ 
ence. 

Through  the  years  Owen  has  direct¬ 
ed,  produced  and  edited  hundreds  of 
church  service  television  programs  and 
many  other  events.  He  has  considered 
this  to  be  his  ministry  and  he  has  felt 
honored  to  be  a  part  of  this  important 
mission  outreach. 

Persons  who  have  been  involved  with 
the  TV-ministry  at  First  UMC  include: 

Tim  Morrison,  Ronnie  Slipman,  David 
Wilson,  Paul  Brown,  Mark  Bray,  Keaton 
Cole,  B.  H.  “Flip”  Wyont,  Ed  Wells,  Kevin 
Davis,  Matthew  Fillette,  C.  J.  Guillory, 
Barbara  Wildman,  Sarah  Davidson, 

Bonner  Reed,  Chuck  LaCroix,  Brian 
Fillette,  Gary  Fillette,  Chris  Orr,  Dwayne 
Moore,  Andy  Sams,  Margaret  Wade 
Campbell. 

holds  open  house 

hands  that  made  this  project  a  reality! 

We  are  proud  to  announce  that  many 
groups  are  returning  for  their  second 
and  third  annual  retreats. 

Our  Second  Annual  Benefit  Golf 
Tournament  will  be  held  at  the 
Alexandria  Golf  &  Country  Club  on 
October  14, 2002.  We  anticipate  state¬ 
wide  participation. 

Our  youth  participation  has  been 
excellent  through  the  leadership  and 
support  of  Carolyn  Dove,  who  will 
always  be  a  part  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center!  We  look  forward  to 
continuing  to  serve  our  youth  of  all  ages! 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Alexandria  District  Communicator: 

Miriam  Brown 
3200  Kincaid  Boat  Rd. 

Boyce,  LA  71409 
(318)  445-9035 


Owen  Brown  gives  pointers  to  Bonner  Reed  on  camera  techniques  as  preparations  are 
made  for  the  Sunday  morning  service.  Below,  Ronnie  Slipman  watches  as  Matthew 
Fillette  prepares  to  direct  the  program  for  taping  Slipman  and  Fillette  are  learning  the 
art  of  directing  after  having  worked  in  production  for  two  years. 
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Mike  Ratcliff  and  Amy  Newsome  are  the  Baton  Rouge  District's  new  youth  coordi¬ 
nators. 


District  welcomes  new  youth  coordinators 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

New  faces  are  always  part  of  train¬ 
ing  new  officers  of  the  District  Council 
on  Youth  Ministry  (DCYM).  June’s  ses¬ 
sion  also  introduced  new  Baton  Rouge 
District  Coordinators  Amy  Newsome 
and  Mike  Ratcliff. 

Veronica  Pritchard  had  served  as 
DCYM  coordinator  for  the  past  several 
years.  She  feels  that  Baton  Rouge 
youth  will  be  well  served  by  the  new 
young  and  energetic  coordinators. 

Both  new  coordinators  are  local 
church  youth  directors  and  recent 
graduates  of  Louisiana  State 
University. 

Newsome  serves  St.  John’s  UMC 
and  plans  to  enter  Law  School.  Ratcliff 


serves  St.  Andrews  UMC  and  hopes  to 
enter  veterinary  school. 

The  mission  statement  of  the 
DCYM  is:  "By  sharing  the  resources, 
talents,  and  abilities  of  the  youth  in 
the  63  churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  we  can  share  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Implementing  this  statement 
requires  participation  of  both  our 
youth  and  churches. 

The  next  meeting  for  the  new 
District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  is 
Saturday,  September  14,  from  10  a.m.- 
12  noon  at  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church.  Each  church  is  encouraged  to 
send  two  youth  representatives  and 
one  adult  to  the  meeting. 


Ribbon  cutting!  Surrounded  by  family  and  friends,  Mrs.  Edna  Spangler  performed 
the  ribbon-cutting  for  Ethel  United  Methodist  Church's  newly  completed  access 
ramp.  The  ramp  was  planned  and  built  by  the  men  of  the  church.  Funding  included 
private  donations  and  money  raised  by  the  sale  of  wooden  United  Methodist  signs. 


Mark  Carter,  a  member  of  Jackson  United  Methodist  Church,  took  part  in  a  ceremo¬ 
ny  honoring  POW-MIAs  (Prisoners  of  War  and  Missing  in  Action). The  ceremony  was 
observed  during  a  Memorial  Day  celebration  at  the  church.  Carter  is  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  State  University  Naval  Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps.  Symbolizing 
the  pain  of  separation  and  bitter  tears  of  loss,  salt  and  a  slice  of  lemon  were  put  at 
each  place  set  for  the  POW-MIA's. 

UMW  member  honors  father 
in  WW II  death  march  memorial 


BY  LYN  SHEEHAN 

April  2002  marked  the  sixtieth 
anniversary  of  the  Bataan  Death 
March,  an  infamous  part  of  World  War 
II  and  the  War  in  the  Pacific. 

Methodist  laywoman,  Beth 
Dawson,  traveled  to  the  Philippines  to 
take  part  in  the  commemoration  of 
the  death  march  in  memory  of  her 
father,  Whitney  Langlois.  She  wanted 
to  meet  some  of  the  people  who  had 
been  imprisoned  with  her  father  and 
to  walk  the  same  roads  that  he  had 
walked. 

A  native  of  New  Roads,  Louisiana, 
Langlois  was  a  1940  graduate  of  LSU. 
In  1942,  he  was  a  lieutenant  serving  in 
the  Philippines  and  part  of  the 
American  and  Philippine  forces  left 


behind.  Out  of  equipment  and  food, 
they  were  forced  to  surrender  to  the 
Japanese  Army  in  the  Bataan 
Peninsula. 

Surviving  the  Bataan  Death  March, 
he  spent  the  next  42  months  as  a  pris¬ 
oner  of  war.  For  much  of  this  time,  his 
family  did  not  know  if  he  was  dead  or 
alive. 

Dawson  is  willing  to  share  this 
powerful  experience  as  a  way  to  honor 
her  father’s  sacrifice  and  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  plight  of  Prisoners  of  War. 
Interested  parties  may  contact  Beth 
Dawson  at  225-654-9653  or  email  her 
at:  bdawson465@aol.com  She  is  a 
member  of  Jackson  United  Methodist 
Church  and  president  of  the  Jackson 
United  Methodist  Women. 
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Rev.  Jimmie  Pyles  retired  this  past  conference  year  after  having  served  on  the 
Cabinet  for  seven  years  since  June  of  1995.  Prior  to  his  arrival  on  the  Cabinet, 
Brother  Jimmie  served  as  a  local  pastor  for  38  years. 

A  retirement  party  was  hosted  for  Pyles  and  his  family  at  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  on  May  28.  Clergy  and  lay  people  from  all  over  the  Louisiana  Conference 
filled  the  gym  at  Trinity  UMC  to  capacity  for  worship,  singing,  telling  stories  and 
remembering.  A  special  appearance  by  the  "Blues  Brothers"  featured  the  singing 
and  playing  of  some  "retirement  blues."  Pyles  will  be  serving  on  the  World 
Methodist  Council  of  Churches  as  the  head  of  the  executive  committee.  The  next 
meeting  for  the  committee  is  scheduled  in  Oslo,  Norway  in  the  near  future.  He  is 
very  excited  about  this  endeavor. 

Brother  Jimmie,  we  love  you  and  there  are  just  not  enough  words! 


Mental  illness  can  be  a  devastating  disease. 

When  mental 
illness  is  further 
complicated 
by  physical  illness, 
many  healthcare 
providers 
find  themselves 
in  unfamiliar 
territory. 

The  professionals  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  Geriatric  Psychiatry  Program  are 
specially  trained  to  care  for  the  older  adult  who  has  psychiatric  problems 
with  a  secondary  medical  necessity.  Our  team  of  experts  are  available  on  an 
inpatient  and  intensive  outpatient  basis  to  offer  you  or  your  loved  one  the  very  best 
in  both  mental  and  medical  care.  Call  today  for  more  information. 

Methodist  Hospital  Geriatric  Psychiatry  Program 

(504)  244  -  5570 

M  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital 

5620  Read  Blvd.  •  New  Orleans,  LA  701 27 
www.pmmh.org 


Recently  at  the  The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home,  two  Lady  Techsters  visit¬ 
ed  the  Wednesday  night  worship  service  and  gave  testimonies.  Shown  in  the  pic¬ 
ture  are  Keisha  Lewis,  who  is  presently  trying  out  with  the  WNBA,  Chaplain  Mickey 
Stringfield,  senior  Lady  Techster  Trina  Frierson,  Melanie  Martin  of  Harmony  Chapel 
UMC,  and  Dubach/Harmony  Chapel  pastor  Jon  Lord.  Lord  is  also  chaplain  for  the 
Ruston  chapter  of  the  Christian  Motorcycle  Association,  who  were  assisting  with 
the  service. 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Members  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  offered  a  valet  parking 
service  at  the  Centennial  celebration  of  the  Children's  Home  in  Ruston. The  money 
they  raised  helped  fund  a  mission  trip  to  Toronto,  Canada. 


Harmony  Chapel  hosts  community  revival 


Harmony  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  recently  hosted  a  community 
revival  with  three  Baptist  churches  in  the 
Hico  Community. 

The  pastors  and  congregations  from 
Sharon,  Corinth  and  Hico  Baptist 
Churches  joined  with  Harmony  Chapel 
for  the  four- night  event.  Each  pastor  had 
a  night  to  bring  the  message  with  the 


theme  “Building  God’s  Kingdom 
Together.”  The  choir  was  filled  each 
night  with  the  singers  from  all  four 
churches. 

The  church  was  full  each  night,  and 
the  final  night  was  followed  with  a  time 
of  fellowship.  Those  in  attendance 
expressed  a  desire  for  the  revival  to 
become  an  annual  event. 


District  Mission  in  Motion  effort  a  success 


Congratulations  to  the  Ruston 
District  for  participating  in  Mission  in 
Motion  this  year.  From  the  largest  to  the 
smallest  of  churches,  active  participa¬ 
tion  made  Mission  in  Motion  a  success 
this  year.  Money  is  still  arriving  for  the 


furnishing  of  additional  flood  buckets 
for  distribution  through  UMCOR  Sager- 
Brown  in  Baldwin.  We  hope  that  by  the 
next  Ruston  District  page,  we  will  be 
able  to  report  a  final  number  of  buckets 
assembled  for  this  worthy  effort. 
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Snapshots  of  Annual  Conference  2002 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Bishop  William  Hutchinson  congratulates  graduates  of  the  License  to  Preach  School  at 
Annual  Conference. Twenty-four  United  Methodists  graduated  from  the  course  of  study. 


Rev.  Quinn  O'Bannon  admires  a  cross  given  to  him  by  the  President  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Ireland  Rev.  Harold  Goode  as  Rev.  Jimmy  Pyles,  his  wife  Dessie 
and  Rev.  Ramonalynn  Bethley  look  on. The  cross  is  fashioned  from  the  wood  of  a 
pear  tree  under  which  John  Wesley  is  known  to  have  preached. 
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Rev.  Barbara  Murray  embraces  Christine  Roberts  as  Rev.  Wybra  Price  looks  on,  above. 
Below,  Rev.  Judy  Shema  makes  the  case  for  a  2004  Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette,  a 
move  which  was  approved  by  delegates. 
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With  bucket  chapeau,  Sarah  Schoeffler  leads  the  assembly  of  flood  buckets  during 
the  Annual  Conference  session,  top.  Kay  Hutchinson  and  others  fill  some  of  the 
buckets  which  were  shipped  to  the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin. 


"Willingness  to  serve" 
databank  now  online 

An  online  Human  Resources  data¬ 
base  called  "Willingness  to  Serve”  has 
been  created  to  give  United 
Methodists  throughout  the 
Conference  an  opportunity  to  volun¬ 
teer  their  “gifts  and  graces”  to  serve 
others  in  many  capacities. 

The  database  can  be  accessed  by 
visiting  the  Conference  web  site, 
www.la-umc.org. 

Interested  persons  can  submit 
information  about  their  talents,  gifts 
and  graces  so  that  others  with  special 
and  specific  needs  may  contact  them 
for  assistance. 

For  everything  from  expertise  in 
carpentry  to  computers,  from  finance 
to  food  programs,  help  can  be  found 
through  the  “Willingness  to  Serve” 
databank. 
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Churches  asked  to  hold  9/1 1  memorial  services 


The  2002  General  Conference  meet¬ 
ing  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  took  a  bold  and 
visionary  action  by  overwhelmingly 
approving  the  “Igniting  Ministry”  media 
effort  for  The  United  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nation. 

In  continuation  of  this  initiative,  a 
back-to- school  flight  of  national  televi¬ 


sion  commercials  will  air  this 
September.  September  also  marks  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  Sept.  1 1,  2001, 
terrorist  attacks  on  the  United  States. 

To  raise  awareness  in  our  area  of 
these  significant  dates,  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  declared  September  2002 
as  “United  Methodist  Open  House 


Month”  in  the  congregations  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  In  a  reso¬ 
lution  passed  at  this  year’s  Annual 
Conference,  local  churches  are  asked  to 
set  aside  Sunday,  Sept.  8,  2002,  for 
"Remembering  9/11”  services,  com¬ 
memorating  and  remembering  the 
See  Memorial,  page  8 


Photo  by  Peter  Williams,  World  Council  of  Churches 


Villagers  in  Inhambane  Chicome,  Mozambique,  carry  water  containers  to  the  nearest  well.  Areas  of  Mozambique  have  been 
severely  affected  by  years  of  civil  war  and  drought.  Noting  the  potential  for  mass  starvation,  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  issued  a  churchwide  appeal  to  fight  famine  in  Southern  Africa. 


United  Methodists  make  churchwide  appeal  for  African  famine 


(UMNS) -Noting  the  potential  for 
mass  starvation,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  issued  a 
churchwide  appeal  to  fight  famine  in 
southern  Africa.  The  appeal  was 
approved  the  week  of  July  8.  Funds  will 


be  directed  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief’s  African  Famine 
and  Relief  Advance  No.  101250-4  and 
used  to  support  United  Methodist  and 
ecumenical  work  in  the  region. 

Churches  are  asked  to  take  three 


special  offerings  for  famine  relief, 
choosing  one  Sunday  each  in  August, 
September  and  October. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist 

See  Famine,  page  2 


Johnson  assumes  new  responsibilities  on  Conference  staff 


Bernadine  Johnson, 
permanent  deacon, 
continues  on 
Conference  staff  and 
assumes  the  role  of 
Director,  Leader  and 
Resource  Development 
for  the  Conference. 
Johnson  will  incorpo¬ 
rate  into  her  work  the 
responsibilities  for  the 


Johnson 


coordination  of  District  Missioners  and 
the  training,  as  appropriate,  for  District 
Ministry  Teams.  Johnson  will  also  coor¬ 
dinate  the  operation  of  the  “Willingness 
to  Serve”  data  bank  found  on  the 
Conference  web  site  (www.la-umc.org). 

Johnson  assumes  these  duties  once 
managed  by  Sarah  Willis,  former  District 
Missioner  for  the  North  Shore  District 
and  coordinator  for  the  missioners. 
Willis  resigned  her  position  in  May  of 


this  year. 

Johnson  will  still  provide  staff  linkage 
for  justice  and  advocacy  initiatives  and 
will  serve  as  staff  liaison  between  the 
General  and  Conference  Boards  of 
Church  &  Society  and  the  Commissions 
on  the  Status  &  Role  of  Women. 

She  continues  on  a  part-time  basis 
with  the  Conference  staff,  having  for¬ 
merly  served  as  Director  of  Mission 
Resourcing. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

The  Cross  in  the  Airport 


The  cross  appears  everywhere.  It 
hangs  around  the  necks  of  people 
using  it  as  fine  jewelry.  It  stands  on  the 
altar  table  or  graces  the  chancel  wall  of 
a  church  as  a  reminder  to  all  wor¬ 
shipers  that  Christ  died  and  rose  again 
for  them.  It  is  on  the  fronts  of  hymnals 
and  Bibles  just  to  call  our  attention  to 
the  content  of  the  book  we  are  reading 
or  from  which  we  are  singing.  It 
stands  by  our  roadsides  as  a  visual 
reminder  of  the  death  of  a  loved  one  or 
friend.  It  presides  over  many  a  grave 
as  the  final  and  lasting  symbol  to 
speak  the  belief  of  the  one  whose 
grave  it  marks.  It  seems  to  appear 
everywhere. 

The  cross  is  even  in  the  airport.  Yes, 
the  airport!  I  saw  it  (or  maybe  I  should 
say  I  realized  it)  just  this  past  week.  It 
was  right  in  front  of  me  as  I  sat  near 
the  security  checkpoint  in  the  Tucson, 
Arizona  airport.  Actually  it  was  a  man, 
a  BIG  man,  with  his  arms  out¬ 
stretched,  standing  in  his  sock  feet  and 
being  “wanded”  by  an  airport  security 
person.  He  formed  the  cross  beauti¬ 
fully  and  without  discussion.  The 
security  guard  simply  said,  “Hold  your 
arms  outstretched  while  I  run  this 
detector  around  your  body.”  The  man 
cooperated  and  die  guard  proceeded 
to  "wand”  him.  He  ran  the  detector 
carefully  up  one  side  and  down  the 
other  of  his  body,  tracing  the  outline  of 
the  cross  the  body  made. 

Then  the  guard  asked  the  man  to 
turn  around,  which  he  did  compliant¬ 
ly.  But  the  detainee  let  his  arms  drop 
and  the  first  words  out  of  the  security 
guard’s  mouth  were,  “Keep  your  arms 
extended.”  Immediately  the  BIG  man 
formed  himself  into  a  cross  again  and 
stood  tall,  silently  but  confidently 
while  the  guard  ran  his  wand  over  him. 
I  was  absolutely  entranced.  Had  I  not 
seen  such  a  scene  before?  Oh  yes.  In 
fact,  I  had  seen  it  many  times.  I  had 
even  been  the  one  forming  the  cross 
on  several  occasions  as  I  was  random¬ 
ly  selected  to  step  out  of  line  and  have 
myself  searched  and  scanned  while 
holding  my  arms  out  in  the  form  of  a 
Latin  cross. 

Even  though  I  had  seen  the  scene 
and  had  been  a  participant,  I  had 
never  connected  it  to  an  act  of  faith 
and  a  sign  of  faith.  But  it  can  be  expe¬ 
rienced  as  both.  It  certainly  called  my 
attention  to  our  Christian  faith  and 
made  me  sit  and  ponder  the  meaning 
of  such  a  mundane  and  yet  profound 
act.  It  really  has  a  great  theological 
message. 

Jesus  said,  “If  anyone  would  come 


after  me,  he  must 
deny  himself  and 
take  up  his  cross 
and  follow  me.  For 
whoever  wants  to 
save  his  life  will 
lose  it,  but  whoever 
loses  his  life  for  me 
and  for  the  gospel 
will  save  it.”  (Mark 
8:  34-35,  NIV)  Can 
that  teaching  be 
transferred  to  the 
airports  of  the  world  and  other  securi¬ 
ty  checkpoints  in  the  year  2002?  I  am 
convinced  it  can. 

If  we  will  look  for  the  gospel  we  will 
see  it.  It  is  always  present.  If  we  think 
of  ourselves  as  tide  living  sign  of  the 
presence  of  Jesus  we  will  mentally  and 
emotionally  step  into  those  dreaded 
lines  of  search  and  delay  with  the 
reminder  that  we  are  children  of  God, 
saved  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
empowered  to  live  our  lives  in  a  threat¬ 
ening  and  threatened  world  through 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Our  own  bodies  in  the 
form  of  a  cross  can  be  our  own  spiritu¬ 
al  reminder  that  the  world  has  not 
been  abandoned,  that  we  are  called  to 
be  Christ's  body  in  every  place  we  find 
ourselves,  and  that  we  are  not  called  to 
save  ourselves  but  to  lose  our  life  for 
him  and  for  the  gospel. 

It  made  me  get  on  the  plane  in 
Tucson  with  a  sense  of  peace  about 
my  fear  of  flying.  I  was  there  because  I 
had  gone  to  do  the  work  of  Christ.  I 
was  flying  again  to  go  to  another  place 
to  do  the  work  of  Christ  and  share  the 
gospel.  After  all,  it  was  a  relatively  safe 
way  to  place  myself  in  the  midst  of  the 
teaching.  What  should  I  fear? 

Actually,  why  fear  any  part  of  life  if 
we  are  living  in  the  scope  of  this 
insight  given  us  by  Christ?  When  we 
try  and  save  our  life  we  lose  it.  When 
we  lose  our  life  for  the  sake  of  Christ 
and  for  the  gospel  we  save  it. 

Next  time  you  are  in  the  airport  and 
see  human  beings  in  the  form  of  a 
cross,  or  have  to  extend  your  own 
arms  in  any  security  search,  think  of 
your  relationship  to  Christ.  Who  are 
you?  For  what  or  whom  are  you  living? 
For  what  or  whom  are  you  willing  to 
die?  It  just  might  be  a  good  theological 
check  for  you  personally.  It  certainly 
was  for  me. 

In  Christ’s  love  and  in  light  of  the 
Cross, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


to  host  youth  summit 


Baton  Rouge  church 

Camphor  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  host  a 
Youth  Enrichment  Summit  Aug.  10  from 
10  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 

The  summit  will  address  such  ques¬ 
tions  as:  “Do  you  need  help  with  study 


skills?”  and  “Do  you  think  peer  pressure 
is  important?”  Parents  are  asked  to 
accompany  their  youth  or  young  adults 
during  the  event. 

The  church  is  located  at  8600  Scenic 
Highway  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Famine, 


from  page 1 


Board  of  Global  Ministries,  requested 
the  appeal  based  on  advice  from 
UMCOR  staff,  part  of  the  mission 
agency.  "Without  a  churchwide  appeal 
for  the  African  drought,  it  is  believed 
that  we  will  not  be  able  to  raise  sufficient 
funds  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people,” 
Nugent  wrote  in  a  memo  to  the  Council 
of  Bishops. 

Two  United  Methodist  episcopal 
leaders  from  the  affected  region,  Bishop 
Christopher  Jokomo  of  Zimbabwe  and 
Bishop  Joao  Somane  Machado  of 
Mozambique,  also  urged  action. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  said,  “The  com¬ 
bined  famine  and  AIDS  crisis  in  Africa 
has  surpassed  the  epidemic  stage.  Kay 
and  I  will  be  in  Zimbabwe  in  September 
and  will  have  a  better  understanding  of 
the  crisis  then.  I  urge  all  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana  to  give  gener¬ 
ously  to  this  unparalleled  need.” 
Countries  affected  by  what  the  United 
Nations  World  Food  Program  calls  the 
worst  food  shortage  in  a  decade  include 
Zimbabwe,  Malawi,  Mozambique, 
Lesotho,  Tanzania,  Zambia  and 
Swaziland.  The  World  Food  Program  and 
U.N.  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization 
warned  in  early  June  that  the  severe  food 
crisis  eventually  could  affect  nearly  13 
million  people  by  next  March. 

Kristin  Sachen,  UMCOR’s  interna¬ 
tional  coordinator  of  emergency  servic¬ 
es,  said  that  because  governments  are 
making  food  donations,  the  relief 
agency’s  own  focus  would  be  on  the 
support  of  local,  grass-roots  programs 


‘The  combined  famine 
and  AIDS  crisis  in  Africa 
has  surpassed  the  epi¬ 
demic  stage.  Kay  and  I 
will  be  in  Zimbabwe  in 
September  and  will  have 
a  better  understanding  of 
the  crisis  then.  I  urge  all 
United  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  to  give  gener¬ 
ously  to  this  unparalleled 

need.”  -  Bishop  Hutchinson 

that  help  with  food  distribution. 

“We  would  also  support  the  underly¬ 
ing  vulnerabilities,  such  as  assistance  to 
HIV/ AIDS-affected  families  and  orphans 
and  support  of  education  in  the  col¬ 
lapsed  economies,”  she  added.  UMCOR 
will  investigate  agricultural  development 
projects  “to  improve  the  long-term  sus¬ 
tainability  of  communities.” 

Contributions  to  the  Churchwide 
Appeal  for  Southern  Africa  Famine 
should  be  designated  for  UMCOR 
Advance  No.  101250-4.  Checks  can  be 
dropped  in  church  collection  plates  or 
mailed  directly  to  UMCOR  at  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  Room  330,  New  York,  NY 
10115.  Credit-card  donations  can  be 
made  by  calling  (800)  554-8583  or  going 
online  to  http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor. 


Famine  is  threatening  millions  of  people  in 
Southern  Africa.  Thousands,  mostly  children 
and  older  adults,  have  died.  The  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  has  called  for  a 
Churchwide  Appeal  for  Southern  Africa 
Famine.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  already'  is  at  work,  providing  such 
assistance  as  emergency  food  relief,  and 
seeds  and  tools  to  plant  new  crops. 

Your  gift  can  save  lives,  nurture 


communities  and  reduce  the  risk  of  recurring 
famine.  Please  give  generously  to  the 
Churchwide  Appeal  for  Southern  Africa 
Famine,  UMCOR  Advance  No.  101250-4. 

Send  monetary  gifts  through  your  local 
church  treasurer  to  your  annual  conference 
for  forwarding  to  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Photo:  Hege  Opseth 
(Norwegian  Church  Aid  /  ACT  International) 


For  more  information,  contact  UMCOR:  1  (800)  554-8583  •  http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor 
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Celebration  2002  set  for  November 

United  Methodists  from  throughout  the  state  will  gather  November  1- 
2, 2002  for  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  Celebration  2002!  The  event 
begins  with  registration  at  2  p.m.  on  Friday  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria  and  closes  with  worship  at  4:30  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Keynote  speakers  for  this  exciting  and  unique  celebration  include 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson,  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  of  Russia,  and 
Bishop  Ricardo  Pereira  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cuba. 

Major  workshops  and  presenters  include:  “UMVIM  Around  the 
Worla,”  Jeannie  Blankenbaker,  executive  director  of  Mission  Volunteers 
for  GBGM;  “Spirituality  in  Mission,”  Rev.  Scott  Bullock,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  New  Iberia;  and  “Our  Mission  in  Palestine,”  Bob  May,  GBGM 
missionary  to  Bethlehem,  West  Bank.  May,  who  has  been  present 
throughout  the  recent  battles  in  Bethlehem,  will  inform  us  about  the 
tragic  circumstances  of  the  war  between  the  Palestinians  and  Israel. 

International  and  national  workshops  and  information  sessions  will 
be  offered  on  El  Salvador,  Bolivia,  the  Cuba  Initiative,  England,  the 
Cambodia  Initiative,  the  Russia  Initiative,  Africa  University,  Mini-Medical 
teams,  Red  Bird,  and  many  others. 

“The  event  will  ‘Celebrate’  the  strength  and  witness  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  the  call  of  mission.  We  will  look  at  what  we  have  done 
through  God’s  grace  and  dream  of  what  can  be  done.  We  will  say  “yes”  to 
the  challenge  of  mission  in  our  world  parish.  Our  theme  is  ‘More  than 
we  can  imagine...’  reminding  us  of  the  promise  of  Ephesians  3:20;  that 
God  can  accomplish  far  more  than  we  can  ask  or  imagine  by  His  power 
at  work  within  us,”  said  Larry  Norman,  director  of  LAVIM. 

Norman  encourages  past  mission  volunteers  to  gather  those  on  their 
former  team  and  come  to  Alexandria  as  a  place  of  reunion. 

A  registration  fee  of  $35  includes  meals  and  fees  for  the  event.  A  late 
registration  fee  of  $40  is  required  after  October  1. 

Brochures  can  be  obtained  after  August  15  from  the  LAVIM  office, 
District  offices,  or  from  the  conference  web  site,  www.la-umc.org.  There 
will  also  be  a  scheduled  conference  wide  LAVIM  mailing.  Brochures  will 
include  lodging  information  in  the  Alexandria  area.  Hotels  will  be  giving 
discount  and  group  rates  for  those  attending. 

Many  displays  and  demonstrations  will  be  offered  on  various  mission 
destinations  and  institutions  receiving  teams.  Those  wishing  to  set  up  a 
display  regarding  their  recent  mission  or  to  inform  volunteers  about  mis¬ 
sion  opportunities  should  contact  Rev.  Judy  Bazer,  318-797-8608.  Forms 
are  available  for  application. 

Members  of  the  design  team:  Judy  Bazer,  Mike  McLaurin,  Larry 
Norman,  Scott  Bullock,  Karl  Klaus,  Debbie  Peplow,  Buddy  Stroud,  and 
Judd  Hammond. 


Celebration  2002 

“more  than  we  can  imagine..." 

Ephesians  3:20 

Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


FROM  THE  DIRECTOR. . . 

“Now  to  him  who  by  the  power  at  work  within  us  is  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  abundantly  far  more  than  all  we  can  ask  or  imagine. 

When  the  task  force  began  to  meet  to  design  our  upcoming  LAVIM 
Celebration  2002  and  chose  Ephesians  3:20,  it  was  both  immediately 
apparent  and  yet  still  a  growing  realization  of  how  appropriate  that 
passage  really  was.. .and  IS. 

Yes,  there  were  dreams  and  visions  of  a  greater  hands-on  mission 
identity  for  our  Annual  Conference,  but  it  still  is  stunning  to  realize 
what  has  really  taken  place.  Hundreds  of  people  have  responded  in 
volunteer  efforts  around  the  globe.  Families  left  homeless  by  earth¬ 
quakes  and  hurricanes  in  Honduras  and  El  Salvador  have  new 
homes.  One  annual  Takin’  it  to  the  Streets  multiples  to  three  events 
in  three  cities  in  2003.  There  have  been  new  international, 

Conference  and  national  mission  destinations  each  year  led  by 
returning,  seasoned  persons  and  new  team  leadership  responding 
for  training.  Mini-medical  teams  have  grown  from  twelve  to  twenty- 
three  annually  with  strong  mobile  clinics  and  pharmacy  system  in 
place  in  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Seven  new  dental  suites  are  waiting  to  be 
installed  in  the  Reynosa  “colonias.”  Ophthalmological  equipment  is 
already  in  place! 

Did  you  ever  think  to  ask  or  imagine  it  could  be  so  for  our  Annual 
Conference? 

And...what  about  your  mission  identity?  This  La. NOW!  LAVIM 
insert  asks  you  that  important  question.,  .and  more,  more  than  you 
could  ask  or  imagine.  And,  “by  the  power  at  work  within  us. . .  to  him 
be  glory  in  the  church  and  in  Christ  Jesus  to  all  generations,  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen.  Come  join  us! 


Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor,  Russia 


Bishop  Ricardo 
Pereira,  Cuba 


Bob  May,  missionary 
to  West  Bank 


Jeannie  Blanken¬ 
baker,  missionary 
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Louisiana  VIM  mission  schedule  2002  -  2003 


INTERNATIONAL 

AFRICA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

Sept.  18-Oct.  1 

BOLIVIA 

Africa  University 

Bill  Hutchinson/ 
Larry  Norman 

$2675 

Construction 

November  7-17 

CUBA 

LaPaz 

Scott  Bullock 

$1310 

Medical 

November  2-12 

Havana 

Amy  Mercer 

TBA 

Construction 

Nov.  22-Dec.  1 

HONDURAS 

Ahuachapan 

Kathy  Fitzhugh 

$1010 

Construction 

October  18-26 

MEXICO 

Tegucigalpa 

Paula  Jones 

$980 

Construction 

October  18-26 

Valle  Hermosa 

Jerry  Hilbun 

TBA 

Construction 

USA 

CALIFORNIA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

August  11-18 

ARKANSAS 

Sacramento 

Debbie  Peplow 

$725 

Repair/Construction 

Sept.  15-21 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Sam  Burch 

$180 

Repair/Construction 

August  18-24 

KENTUCKY 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Allen  Tuten 

$180 

Repair/Construction 

Aug.  24-Sept.  1 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Charles  Langford 

$475 

Construction 

Sept.  21-29 

NEW  MEXICO 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Wybra  Price 

$475 

Construction 

September  21-28 

Casa  Esperanza 

Larry  Maddin 

$500 

Repair/Construction 

MEXICO  MINI  -  MEDICAL/CONSTRUCTTON  DATES  2002-2003 


2002:  August  1-4,  August  22-25,  September  5-8,  September  26-29,  October  3-6,  October  24-27,  November  7-10,  November  28- 
Dec.  1,  December  5-8.  All  2002  Mini- Medical/Construction  teams  are  $380  per  person. 


2003:January  2-5,  January  16-19,  February  6-9,  February  20-23,  March  6-9,  March  20-23,  April  3-6,  April  17-20,  May  1-4, 
May  15-18,  June  5-8,  June  19-22,  July  3-6,  July  17-20,  August  7-10,  August  21-24,  September  4-7,  September  18-21, 
October  2-5,  October  23-26,  November  6-9,  November  20-23,  December  4-7, 


INTERNATIONAL 

CUBA 

November  1-10 

Feb.  18-March  5 
EL  SALVADOR 

May  17-25 
September  19-28 
ESTONIA 

Fall 

ENGLAND 

August  12-16 

Summer 

Summer 

Summer 


HONDURAS 

August  29-Sept.  5 

LITHUANIA 

July 

March  28-April  5 
SOUTH  AFRICA 

July  17-27 

USA 

ALASKA 

June 

ARKANSAS 

April  20-26 
November  2-9 

HAWAII 

March  1-8 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

April  4-12 

OKLAHOMA _ 

September  20-27 

TEXAS 

July  23-30 


MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES  2003  (Partial  Listing) 


LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Korki 

Doug  Milliron 

Education 

Ahuachapan 

Ahuachapan 

Clay  Williams 

Karl  Klaus 

Construction 

Construction 

Voru 

John  Higginbothom 

Construction/VBS 

Wellington  Ave.  (WAM) 

)  Ann  Sutton 

Build  Intercity  Playground 

Liverpool 

Huyton  Trinity  Church 

TBA 

Remodel  Sanctuary 

Liverpool 

Platt  Lane  Methodist 

Randy  Nichols 

Remodel  Sanctuary 

Manchester 

Barnhill  Child  Care 

TBA 

Landscape,  painting,  garden 

Manchester 

Tegucigalpa 

Wybra  Price 

Construction 

All  2003  mission 

Birzai 

Dick  Hooten 

Construction 

team  costs  will 

Culebra 

Larry  Norman/Tim  Smith 

Construction 

be  available  in 

Johannesburg 

Jon  Lord 

Construction 

the  December 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

issue  of  La. 

Nome 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction,  painting 

Now!  pending 

Heifer  Project  Int'l 
Mount  Sequoyah 

Jodie  Adams 

Judi  Robertson 

Service  Learning 
Construction/Repair 

completion  of 

University  of  Hawaii 

Judy  Shema 

Construction 

airline  contracts. 

Goldsboro 

Bob  Townsend 

Flood  Recovery 

OIMC 

LaMarylis  Cotton/Patsy  Schmutz  Construction 

Lydia  Patterson 

Marie  Williams 

Construction  (Youth) 

IMAGININGS: 

New  Callings 
for  LAVIM 

VALLE  HERMOSA,  MEXICO  - 
Beginning  in  October  of  2002  and 
continuing  into  2003,  LAVIM  will 
finally  realize  a  project  in  planning 
and  negotiation  over  three  years — 
the  building  a  new  church  in  Valle 
Hermosa,  Mexico.  The  project  has 
experienced  many  delays  and  plans 
changes.  Ingleside  UMC-BR  archi¬ 
tect  Billy  Bridges  visited  the  strug¬ 
gling  Valle  Hermosa  (Valley  of  the 
Brothers),  90  member  congregation 
of  La  Iglesia  Methodista  de  Mexico, 
with  an  early  LAVIM  mission.  He 
shared  that  dream  with  LAVIM  and 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Foundation, 
resulting  in  a  grant  for  a  portion  of 
the  cost  of  the  building.  Despite 
delays,  this  imagining  will  now  begin 
to  take  form  with  the  first  LAVIM 
team  led  by  Jerry  Hilbun,  October 
18-26, 2002.  More  teams  are  to  be 
formed  for  the  completion  of  this 
project  estimated  to  be  summer  of 
2003. 

ENGLAND  -  Rev.  Randy  Nichols, 
member  of  the  LA  Conference,  while 
serving  in  England  over  the  past 
three  years  shared  with  his  English 
congregations  the  work  of  LAVIM. 

The  call  came  for  help  with  four 
inner-city  congregations  struggling 
to  meet  the  needs  of  their  changing 
neighborhoods  in  Manchester  and 
Liverpool.  In  2003,  LAVIM  will 
respond  to  that  call  with  some  imagi¬ 
native  and  thrilling  opportunities  in 
those  cities: 

Platt  Lane  Methodist  Church, 
Manchester  -  Repair  and  redesign  of 
a  centuries  old  octagonal  sanctuary 
into  a  multi-purpose  room  for  com¬ 
munity  programs.  Randy  Nichols 
will  return  to  England  to  lead  the 
team  in  summer  2003. 

Barnhill  Child  Care  Center, 
Manchester  -  A  ministry  to  children 
and  families  directed  by  area  church¬ 
es.  The  facility  will  be  refurbished 
and  painted  and  the  team  will  begin 
an  imaginative  small  plot  garden 
project.  The  project  will  teach  low- 
income  families  how  to  raise  their 
own  food  in  restricted  inner  city 
space.  Team  leader  to  be  named. 

Huyton  Trinity  Church,  Liverpool 
-This  team  will  redesign  worship 
space  to  compliment  a  combined 
Methodist  and  Church  of  England 
youth  program  called  “Kid’s  Club.” 
The  ministry  is  presently  drawing 
over  150  children  on  Thursday  nights 
and  Saturday  mornings  from  a  sur¬ 
rounding  government  housing  area. 
Huyton  is  a  strong  congregation  of 
dedicated  members  but  of  very  low 
income.  Their  work  and  dedication 
to  the  children  of  the  area  in  this 
imaginative  effort  is  inspiring.  Team 
leader  to  be  named. 

Wellington  Avenue  Methodist 
Church,  Liverpool  -  Ann  Sutton  will 
lead  this  team  to  a  very  poor  inner- 

See  Imaginings,  page  4  of  Update 
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Mission  to 
Cambodia 

A  Louisiana  Volunteer  in  Mission 
(LAVIM)  mission  to  Cambodia  is 
planned  for  February  18  -  March  5, 
2003. 

A  team  of  8  to  13  persons  is  need¬ 
ed  for  outreach  to  the  Spean  Chivit 
‘The  Bridge  of  Life’  United 
Methodist  Church  near  Korki, 
Cambodia  (Korki  is  pronounced  "co- 
key”  in  the  native  language  of 
Khmer). 

The  Bridge  of  Life  UMC  is  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  125  members  led  by  a 
local  pastor.  The  church  has  a  grow¬ 
ing  youth  program  and  effective 
outreach  to  this  community  along 
the  Mekong  River  located  12  miles 
east  of  the  capital,  Phnom  Penh. 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Cambodia  Initiative  has  accepted 
the  invitation  to  sponsor  the  Spean 
Chivit  congregation  through  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

This  will  be  a  preaching  and 
teaching  mission.  Invited  by  the 
host  church  and  by  Rev.  Mike 
Collins,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Country  Director,  there 
will  be  two  areas  of  service  for  this 
LAVIM  team. 

Seminars  on  Worship,  English  as 
a  Second  Language,  and  Leadership 
Development  are  needed  at  the 
Spean  Chivit  UMC.  Two  courses  for 
the  Cambodia  Christian  Methodist 
Association  (CCMA)  in  the  Bible, 
Pentateuch  and  Gospels,  and 
Introduction  to  Theology,  will  also 
be  taught. 

Costs  per  person  are  estimated  at 
$2,200.  Please  contact  Rev.  Doug 
Milliron,  Team  Leader,  PO  Box  1107 
Bunkie,  LA  71322,  (318)  346-2764 
(office),  (318)  346-6322  (home),  dou- 
los50@juno.com  or  Larry  D. 

Norman,  Director,  LAVIM,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802, 
LduckN@aol.com. 

A  new  building  is  also  desperate¬ 
ly  needed  for  the  Spean  Chivit  UMC. 
Their  present  sanctuary  touches  the 
highway,  and  worshippers  are  with¬ 
in  inches  of  cars  passing  by  at  high 
speeds.  During  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  in  June,  $9,700 
was  raised  toward  the  $30,000  need¬ 
ed  for  the  land  and  a  new  building 
in  a  safe  location. 

Contributions  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  new  church  can  be 
received  through  Advance  Special 
000230-5RA  Spean  Chivit  UMC 
Cambodia. 

Please  send  donations  to  the 
Conference  Office  with  the  Advance 
Special  noted  on  the  check. 

S  T  Kimbrough,  Associate 
General  Secretary  of  Mission 
Evangelism  with  GBGM,  speaking  of 
the  145  new  congregations  in 
Cambodia  said,  "Cambodia  has  the 
largest  and  most  sustained  growth 
of  any  Methodist  body  in  Methodist 
history.  And  this  has  been  going  on 
since  1991.” 


Chapel  dedicated  at  Camp  Canaan,  Cuba 


Twelve  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  attended  the  dedication  of  Camp  Canaan 
in  Cuba.  Pictured  above  are  Henry  Blount,  Margaret  Campbell,  Ronda  Knox,  Carolina 
LaBrada,  Claire  Lanius,  Tal  Lanius,  Mark  Martin,  Katie  Montgomery,  Mark  Montgomery, 
Larry  Norman,  Jack  O'Dell  and  Larry  O'Dell. 


On  May  24, 2002  Methodists  from  the 
entire  island  of  Cuba  joined  together  to 
dedicate  the  new  chapel  at  Camp 
Canaan  in  Miller,  Cuba.  With  3,500  peo¬ 
ple  in  attendance  (95  from  the  U.S.)  this 
was  the  largest  gathering  of  Cuban 
Methodists  in  history.  The  gathering, 
held  on  Aldersgate  Day  when  John 
Wesley’s  heart  was  “strangely  warmed,” 
was  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  a 
beautifully  crafted,  400-seat  chapel  on 
the  grounds  of  Camp  Canaan.  The 
chapel  was  built  through  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  Cuba  Methodist  Church 
and  UMVIM,  including  several  teams 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Volunteers  in  Mission.  The  building  was 
uniquely  designed  with  sidewall  panels 
that  would  roll  up  to  create  an  open-air 
tabernacle,  enabling  the  island  breezes 
to  "air-condition”  the  place.  A  stunning 
altar  design  artistically  depicted  a  heav¬ 
enly  street  of  gold,  lined  with  mansions, 
with  the  tree  of  Life  in  its  center,  leading 
upward  to  the  light  of  God. 

As  the  time  for  the  service  drew  near, 
a  steady  stream  of  people  poured  into 
the  campgrounds.  Buses,  cars,  bicycles, 
motorcycles  and  horses  lined  the  streets 
of  the  little  town  of  Miller.  Bishop 
Ricardo  Pereira  and  Aldo  Gonzalez, 
coordinator  for  the  UMVIM  teams  to 
Cuba,  cut  the  ceremonial  ribbon.  The 
worship  time  was  filled  with  lively 
Cuban  style  praise  music,  dramatic  pre¬ 
sentations,  liturgical  dance,  and  a  170- 
member  choir.  Bishop  Pereira  delivered 
a  powerful  message  encouraging  all  to 
be  witnesses  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  lights 
shining  in  the  darkness.  Candles  were 
passed  out  and  the  service  ended  with 
three  thousand  lighted  candles  shining 
in  the  night.  The  four-hour  service 
ended  at  1:00  AM! 

The  following  morning  a  special  gath¬ 
ering  highlighted  the  guests  present 
from  UMVIM  and  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Many  volunteers  who 
helped  in  the  construction  of  the  camp 
and  chapel  were  given  a  chance  to  share 
their  testimony  of  God’s  faithfulness  in 
the  culmination  of  this  dream.  The 


Louisiana  Conference  had  12  members 
in  attendance,  including  Henry  Blount, 
Margaret  Campbell,  Ronda  Knox, 
Carolina  LaBrada,  Claire  Lanius,  Tal 
Lanius,  Mark  Martin,  Katie  Montgomery, 
Mark  Montgomery,  Larry  Norman,  Jack 
O’Dell  and  Larry  O’Dell.  On  behalf  of 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Luke  10:27  Church 
and  others,  Tal  Lanius  presented  a  gift  of 
a  portrait  of  Jesus,  sculpted  from  various 
colored  natural  woods.  On  behalf  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Larry 
Norman,  LAVIM  coordinator,  and  Mark 
Martin,  coordinator  of  the  Cuba 
Initiative,  presented  Bishop  Pereira  with 
a  letter  of  greeting  from  Bishop 
Hutchinson  and  a  ceramic  communion 
chalice  to  be  used  at  the  chapel  worship 
services. 

More  work  is  still  to  be  done  at  Camp 
Canaan,  but  the  completion  of  the 
chapel  was  truly  a  dream  come  true,  ful¬ 
filled  by  the  grace  of  God.  The  joy  of  the 
delegation  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  sharing  this  event  with 
their  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  in  the 


Cuban  Church  will  surely  last  a  lifetime. 

If  you  would  like  to  participate  in  the 
exciting  ministry  of  the  Cuba  Methodist 
Church,  two  LAVIM  teams  will  travel  to 
Cuba  in  upcoming  months.  From 
November  2-12,  2002,  a  LAVIM  con¬ 
struction  team  will  travel  to  Cuba.  Rev. 
Amy  Mercer  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  will  be  the  team  leader  for  the 
trip.  The  cabinet  of  the  Cuba  Methodist 
conference  will  determine  the  location 
of  the  work.  Work  is  usually  done  at 
Camp  Canaan  or  renovations  of  church 
buildings  or  parsonages  at  various  loca¬ 
tions  throughout  Cuba.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  or  would  like  to  sign  up  for 
the  November  trip,  please  call  Larry  D. 
Norman,  Director  LAVIM,  (888)  239- 
5286  or  Rev.  Mercer  at  (225)  924-6269. 

A  second  LAVIM  construction  team 
will  travel  to  Cuba  on  November  1-10, 
2003,  led  by  Dr.  Mark  Martin.  If  you 
would  like  to  sign  up  for  the  November 
2003  team  with  Dr.  Martin,  please  call 
(225)  261-4646  or  Larry  D.  Norman, 
Director  LAVIM,  (888)  239-5286. 


i - 1 

General  Information  Request  Form 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  COMPLETE  AND  SEND  TO: 

|  LARRY  D.  NORMAN,  VIM  Director  DATE:  _ 

527  NORTH  BLVD.,  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  70802 

225-346-1646,  1-888-239-5286  FAX  225-383-3144,  E-mail:  LduckN®  aol.com 

Please  send  me  more  information  about  the  following  missions: 


Name 

Home  Phone 

Work  Phone 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 

Fax 

E-mail 

District 

Church 

Pastor’sName 

VIM  ServiceGifts 

(E.g.  medical,  carpentry,  construction,  contractor,  cook,  general  helper,... the  list  is  unlimited) 
VIM  Mission  Interest  (Please  be  Specific) _ 
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Team  missions  to  El  Salvador 


BY  JUDY  SHEMA,  TEAM  LEADER 

What  a  mighty  God  we  serve!  From 
jagged  volcanic  peaks  to  crashing  waves 
on  the  Pacific  shore  our  God  reigns  in  El 
Salvador.  Twelve  volunteers  from  the 
Tulane/Loyola  campus  ministry  in  New 
Orleans  flew  to  El  Salvador  in  late  March 
thinking  we  were  called  to  build  a  house. 
However,  God  had  in  mind  far  more 
than  we  had  imagined. 

El  Salvadoran  youth  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  were  watching  us  with  great  curiosity 
as  our  college  students  held  devotionals 
twice  a  day  and  worked  hard  building  a 
house  for  a  poor,  single  mother.  The  wit¬ 
ness  of  these  young  people,  through 
their  volunteerism  and  through  sharing 
what  Jesus  Christ  meant  to  them,  was 
the  catalyst  for  two  young  El  Salvadoran 
men  giving  their  lives  to  Christ  during 
Good  Friday  services.  Our  students  were 
deeply  moved  as  they  learned  the  Good 
News  of  Jesus  Christ  had  been  pro¬ 
claimed  simply  by  how  they  lived. 

Poco  and  Giovonni,  rebellious  to 
anything  religious,  were  attracted  to  our 
group  of  20  year  olds  who  managed  to 
have  fun  without  swearing,  drinking  and 
drug  use.  They  observed  the  American 
students  as  they  treated  the  laborers 


with  respect  and  dignity  and  taught 
“Jesus  Loves  Me”  to  the  children.  They 
saw  our  students  give  priority  to  God 
when  they  told  told  the  El  Salvadoran 
teens  to  “Wait!  We  are  having  devotional 
first — then  we’ll  go  Salsa  and  Maringy 
dancing  with  you!" 

These  American  students  lived  Jesus’ 
message,  “I  came  to  serve,  not  be 
served.”  They  shared  the  concept  that 
the  invitation  to  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
for  everyone,  no  matter  their  gender, 
race,  religion  or  economic  status. 

Three  young  laborers  named  Angel, 
Carlos  and  Santos  were  also  impressed 
when  several  members  of  our  group 
offered  to  share  their  lunch  with  them. 
The  laborers,  accustomed  to  stricdy  held 
class  distinction  in  El  Salvador,  were 
touched  that  these  Americans  would 
give  what  they  had  to  them.  The  three 
skilled  masons  from  El  Salvador,  sur¬ 
prised  and  pleased  by  their  generosity, 
hurried  off  to  the  woods  and  gathered 
flowers,  which  they  scrambled  with  eggs, 
and  various  fruits  share  their  way  of  eat¬ 
ing.  What  holy  repasts  those  meals  were. 

The  work  was  hard  and  very  physical. 
Granite-hard  volcanic  soil  clung  stub¬ 
bornly  to  our  clothes  and  skin.  We  had  to 


Imaginings, 


from  page  2 


city  congregation  along  the  Mersy.  Wellington  or  WAM  as  it  is  known  has  sponsored 
a  day  school  in  its  facilities  for  some  years.  There  is  much  decay  in  this  centuries  old 
building  and  much  repair  work  to  be  done  to  facilitate  and  expand  the  day  care  pro¬ 
gram.  A  playground  is  to  be  built  in  the  area  surrounding  church  grounds.  The 
team  will  go  there  August  12-16,  2003.  Watch  the  December  issue  of  LANOW  for 
developing  details. 

CAMBODIA  INITIATIVE  -  The  Louisiana  Conference,  LAVIM  and  the  new 
Louisiana  Cambodia  Initiative  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Doug  Milliron  will  do 
more  than  we  have  previously  imagined  in  mission  beginning  in  2003  in  Cambodia. 
Information  on  this  exciting  new  possibility  is  found  in  another  article  in  this  insert. 

AND  EVEN  MORE... LAVIM  missions  are  planned  to  Estonia  and  Lithuania. 
Teams  will  return  in  2003  to  Puerto  Rica,  Heifer  Project  International  in  Arkansas, 
flood  relief  efforts  in  North  Carolina  and  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso  to  name 
only  a  few.  More  than  you  can  imagine! 


Each  year  the  LAVIM  office  places  30-40  visiting  mission  teams  from  other 
Conferences  and  local  churches  that  want  to  do  their  mission  work  in  Louisiana. 
Both  adult  and  youth  teams  inquire  about  project  destinations  within  our 
Conference.  The  United  Methodist  Mission  Center  in  North  Baton  Rouge  appreciat¬ 
ed  the  hard  work  of  the  Wickline  United  Methodist  Church  youth  of  Midwest  City, 
Oklahoma  in  June.  The  team  cleaned  and  painted  the  Center's  exterior  woodwork 
as  well  as  removed  the  former  sanctuary's  worship  area  and  installed  new  carpet¬ 
ing.  Louisiana  churches  and  institutions  desiring  to  receive  visiting  teams  fill  out 
information  forms  regarding  the  project  situation  and  need,  housing  and  meal 
arrangements  and  cost.  The  project  is  then  placed  on  the  National  Listing  of  UMVIM 
sites.  There,  interested  teams  can  find  contact  information  and  arrange  for  their 
mission  to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Call  the  LAVIM  Office  if  you  are  interested  in 
receiving  a  team. 


Members  of  the  mission  team  from  the  Tulane/Loyola  Wesley  Foundation  help  rebuild 
in  El  Salvador. 


swing  a  pick  axes  for  a  day  and  a  half  to 
build  troughs,  and  formed  lines  to  pass 
concrete  blocks  several  yards  from  the 
delivery  point  to  the  construction  site. 
We  hauled  buckets  of  water  by  hand.  All 
of  this  was  done  for  a  single  mother  with 
three  children  who  had  lost  her  home  in 
a  tragic  mudslide  which  had  destroyed 


homes  and  killed  many. 

The  LAVIM  team  wishes  to  thank  the 
many  individuals  and  churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  who  made 
contributions  toward  purchasing  materi¬ 
als,  hiring  the  skilled  laborers  and  pro¬ 
viding  food,  shelter  and  transportation 
for  the  mission  team. 


And  in  the  fall,  two  simultaneous  "Talcin'  it  to  the  Streets" 
October  24-26  in  Monroe  and  Lake  Charles 


July  26,2002 


Louisiana  ConferenceA^/f'f  V,  ^ 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


3 


Church  sees  a  window  in  time 


BY  JOHN  DESCHNER, 

PASTOR  MEMORIAL  UMC,  BASTROP 

From  a  pastor’s  point  of  view,  it 
seemed  too  easy. 

Flint  Robertson,  Lay  Leader,  woke 
up  at  3  a.m.  one  morning  -  couldn’t 
sleep.  He  thought  about  his  church 
and  thought  about  how  nice  it  the 
church  would  look  with  real  stained 
glass  windows. 

Then  a  little  voice  said  to  him,  “Now 
is  the  time.”  He  couldn’t  sleep  because 
he  became  so  excited.  He  started 
counting  windows  in  his  mind.  He 
started  counting  families  in  his  mind. 
Now  really  might  be  the  time!  Maybe 
his  dream  for  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bastrop  could  come  true. 


It  just  so  happened  that  later  that 
day  there  was  a  regularly  scheduled 
Administrative  Council  meeting.  Near 
the  end  of  the  meeting,  he  told  about 
his  sleepless  night.  Everyone  loved  the 
idea. 

It’s  amazing  how  fast  and  easily 
things  can  fit  into  place  when  the  time 
is  right.  In  less  than  a  month,  we  had 
families  ready  to  pay  for  every  window, 
and  we  found  a  man  who  would  do 
the  job  for  less  than  we  thought  at 
$2000  per  window. 

That’s  how  we  installed  stained 
glass  windows  in  record  time  and 
under  budget.  Everyone  loves  the  win¬ 
dows.  They  are  beautiful.  Obviously, 
the  time  was  right. 


VBS 

St.  Mark's  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Monroe  held  a 
one  day  Vacation 
Bible  School  June 
29. The  theme  was 
"Love  Around  the 
World,"  and  the  33 
children  who 
attended,  ages  3 
to  12  years,  had  a 
great  time  work¬ 
ing  on  crafts  and 
learning  Bible 
verses. 


Brownies  and  Girl  Scouts  reach  out 


BY  BESS  WILLIAMS 

Several  ladies  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  are 
reaching  out  to  the  community 
through  Brownie  and  Junior  Girl  Scout 
Troops. 

Most  young  families  have  working 
mothers  and  can’t  afford  the  time  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  troop  in  this 
area. 

The  need  for  worthwhile  after¬ 
school  activities  in  a  safe  environment 
became  our  focus.  Our  church  pro¬ 
vides  that  safe  place  with  a  gracious 
atmosphere.  Our  missions  committee 
and  our  UMW  provide  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  needed  materials,  refresh¬ 


ments,  and  scholarships. 

Sallie  Humble  Elementary  (within 
walking  distance)  is  our  “mission  field” 
and  every  Monday  at  3  pm  finds  us 
meeting  with  our  thirty-one  eager, 
enthusiastic  Brownies  in  Troop  #185. 
There  is  also  a  Junior  Troop  (#20)  that 
is  meeting  every  other  week. 

Silver  Waters  Girl  Scout  Council 
has  a  wonderful  program,  helpful 
staff,  worthy  goals,  and  excellent 
materials  to  help  any  would  be  lead¬ 
ers.  Many  other  advantages  made 
this  our  choice  for  a  structured  pro¬ 
gram.  The  girls  as  well  as  the  adults 
benefit  from  the  bonding  experience 
of  having  a  sisterhood. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  of  Sevier  Memorial  UMC  in  Ferriday  sponsored  a 
church-wide  fish  fry  and  invited  their  neighbor  Vidalia  UMC  to  join  in  the  festivi¬ 
ties.  More  than  1 00  people  came  to  share  food,  fun  and  fellowship  at  this  First-ever 
event. The  rumor  is  that  Vidalia  is  already  planning  another  event  for  the  fall. 
Above,  Vidalia  members  struggle  to  make  a  decision  about  dessert. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Monroe  District  Missioner: 

Jana  Smith 

909  N.  18th  St.,  Suite  206 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
(318)  325-7335 
janamissioner@cs.com 
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tragedy,  offering  their  facilities  as  a  com¬ 
munity  gathering  place  to  remember  the 
Sept.  1 1  events  and  to  pray  for  wisdom, 
comfort,  healing,  peace  and  recovery. 

Pastors  and  lay  members  are  asked  to 
facilitate  the  following:  planning  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  or  prayer  vigil;  publicizing 
the  events;  asking  every  member  and 


constituent  to  invite  others  to  church; 
being  in  prayer  for  the  church  and  for 
people  without  a  spiritual  home  that 
they  may  be  led  to  find  Christ  and 
become  His  disciples;  using  the  Igniting 
Ministry  materials  that  have  been  pro¬ 
vided  through  United  Methodist 
Communication  and  Cokesbury. 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  -THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Mark  your  calendars  for  April  10-13  to  attend  the  Global  Gathering,  the 
largest  global  mission  gathering  for  United  Methodists.  Look  for  details  in  the 
December  issue  of  La. Now! 


Youth  Choir  Director,  Accompanist  needed 

Youth  Choir  Director  and  Accompanist  positions 
available  at  Noel  Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport,  La. 
Please  send  resumes  to  the  attention  of  Julia  Morrow 
at  Noel  Memorial  UMC,  520  Herndon  St.,  Shreveport, 
LA  71101.  For  more  information  contact  Julia  Morrow 
at  (318)  868-4704. 


Pillow  first  woman  to  chair  Foundation  board 


Pillow 


Judge  Rosemary 
Pillow  is  currently 
serving  as  the  new 
chair  of  the  board 
for  the  United 
Methodist 
Foundation  of 
Louisiana.  Pillow,  a 
retired  judge, 
becomes  the  first 
woman  to  serve  in 
that  position. 

“I  am  honored  and  privileged  to  be 
working  with  one  of  the  best  founda¬ 
tions  anywhere  in  the  country.  Our 
board  is  comprised  of  such  fine,  well- 
qualified  people,  and  I  look  forward  to 
moving  into  this  new  field  of  work. 
This  year  will  be  particularly  exciting 
with  the  construction  of  the  new 
Foundation  building  in  Baton  Rouge,” 
said  Pillow. 

Foundation  President  and  CEO 
Michael  Reeves  said,  “We  are  certainly 
pleased  that  Judge  Pillow  agreed  to  be 
our  eighth  chair  of  the  board  of  the 
Foundation.  She  has  served  as  chair  of 
our  Development  Committee  as  well 
as  the  chair  of  our  Nominating 


Committee,  and  has  a  great  deal  to 
contribute  to  the  Foundation’s  future.” 

Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  senior  pastor  for 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe,  serves  as  the  new  vice  chair 
of  the  Foundation  board.  Stafford  is 
the  board’s  first  clergy  vice  chair  and 
chair-elect. 

"In  these  days  of  losses  in  the  trust 
in  corporations  and  the  resulting  loss 
in  the  stock  market,  mature,  trusted 
leadership  is  vitally  important. 
Fortunately,  despite  stock  market  loss¬ 
es,  our  Executive  Committee  has 
made  a  strong  commitment  to  contin¬ 
uing  a  four  percent  return  on  our  fixed 
fund  that  is  a  real  benefit  to  our 
churches,"  said  Reeves. 

Despite  market  losses,  Reeves 
pointed  out  that  investment  diversifi¬ 
cation  is  still  paying  off  for  the 
Foundation.  “As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  the 
last  year,  our  Foundation  moved  from 
sixth  place  in  total  assets  to  fourth 
place  because  we  experienced  fewer 
market  losses.  One  of  the  top  ten 
Methodist  foundations  experienced  a 
40  percent  one-year  loss.  It  is  a  tense 
situation  for  everyone  right  now.” 


Africa  University  to  celebrate  10th  anniversary 


MUTARE,  Zimbabwe  (UMNS)  —  More 
than  5,000  people  are  expected  to  attend 
ceremonies  celebrating  the  10th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Africa  University,  the  only  United 
Methodist-related,  degree-granting  uni¬ 
versity  on  the  continent,  Nov.  15-17. 

Scheduled  events  include  a  meeting 
of  African  scholars  and  heads  of  institu¬ 
tions  with  presidents  and  deans  of 
United  Methodist  colleges,  universities 


and  seminaries. 

Activities  on  Nov.  16  include  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  three  buildings:  a  faculty  of 
theology  building  donated  by  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference,  two  dormi¬ 
tories  donated  by  the  South  Indiana 
Annual  Conference,  and  a  music  build¬ 
ing  donated  by  Fishers  United 
Methodist  Church  of  the  South  Indiana 
Conference. 


NBC  to  air  United  Methodist  spot  on  Sept.  1 1 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— NBC- 
TV  will  air  a  special  United  Methodist 
Church  commercial  twice  on  Sept.  11, 
during  “Today”  show  coverage  of  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  terrorist  attacks 
on  America.The  “Amen”  spot  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  United  Methodist 


Communications’  Igniting  Ministry 
office  as  a  pastoral  response  to  the 
events  of  Sept.  1 1.  Its  message  that  “the 
people  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
are  praying  with  you”  aired  on  the  CNN 
network  for  three  weeks  after  the  terror¬ 
ist  attacks  last  year. 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 


Betty  Backstrom  Editor 


Joshua  Lewis  Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 


Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1 646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 


You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


igniting 

Mi  H I S  THY° 

Training  set  in  Dallas 

A  national  Igniting  Ministry  train¬ 
ing  event  will  be  held  Sept.  1 1-12  at 
Lovers  Lane  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Dallas,  Tex. 

The  seminar  is  designed  for  key 
leaders  of  any  congregation  wishing 
to  take  a  fresh  look  at  the  ministry  of 
their  congregation  and  their  potential 
to  reach  new  people  for  Christ. 

More  information  on  the  event 
can  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Deborah  Carvin,  (877)  899-2780  or 
email  dcarvin@gbod.org ,  or  by  visit¬ 
ing  the  website  www.ignitingmin- 
istry.org. 

Spots  to  run  in  Sept. 

Television  commercials  for  the 
Back-to-School/Open  House  flight  of 
the  Igniting  Ministry  campaign  will 
run  Sept.  4-30,  primarily  on  national 
cable  networks.  The  entire  schedule 
of  spots  may  be  accessed  by  visiting 
www.ignitingministry.org.  The  com¬ 
mercials  selected  to  be  rotated 
throughout  the  television  schedule 
include  “Amen,”  “Diversity,” 
"Daughter  Sleeping,”  “Love  Letter," 
and  two  of  the  “Rain”  spots. 


Group  visits  D.C./3 


□  North  Shore 
District  /  3 

□  New  Orleans 
District  /  4 
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Resources  available  to  plan  9/1 1  memorial  services 


In  conjuction  with  Open  House  2002, 
each  congregation  is  being  asked  to  set 
aside  Sunday,  Sept.  8,  2002,  or  another 
date  in  September,  for  “Remembering 
9/11”  services,  commemorating  and 
remembering  the  tragedy. 

As  an  example,  the  churches  of  the 
Lake  Charles  District  are  planning  a  city¬ 
wide  service  of  remembrance  and  heal¬ 
ing  on  Sept.  1 1  at  the  local  civic  center. 
The  service  was  initiated  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 

To  help  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 


tions  plan  services,  a  special 
"Remembering  9/11”  sermon  outline 
with  related  worship  resource  sugges¬ 
tions  is  available  for  free  download, 
along  with  an  alternative  sermon  outline 
for  Sept.  8.  These  resources  can  be 
accessed  by  visiting  Igniting  Ministry’s 
website  at  www.ignitingministry.org. 

These  sermon  outlines  are  part  of  the 
Igniting  Ministry  Back-To-School  issue 
of  Toolkit  1-2-3,  which  includes  other 
sermon  outlines  for  each  Sunday  in 
September.  Toolkit  1-2-3  may  be  ordered 


on  the  Igniting  Ministry  website.  Also, 
check  with  your  District  Missioner  as 
many  of  them  already  have  a  kit. 

Churches  may  also  request  a  copy  of 
the  four-minute  video  on  "9/11  ”  pro¬ 
duced  by  NBC  News  and  shown  at  this 
year’s  annual  conference  by  contacting 
Shirlene  Spears,  (225)  346-1646. 

Additional  worship  resources  for 
planning  a  “Remembering  9/11”  service 
are  available  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  on  their  website, 
www.gbod.org/worship/defaulLasp. 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Scouts  sponsored  by  St.  Andrew's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sterlington  ready 
their  entries  in  a  recent  Pinewood  Derby. 


New  congregation 
forming  in  Acadiana 

Rev.  John  Cannon  is  working  to 
develop  a  new  unnamed  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  the  Acadiana 
District. 

He  is  currently  facilitating  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  a  small  group  neighborhood 
ministry  in  the  Youngsville/ 
Broussard/Southeast  Lafayette  area,  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  areas  of  Louisiana. 

Cannon  asks  that  all  clergy  and  laity 
who  know  of  anyone  in  that  area  who 
wishes  to  be  a  part  of  this  exciting,  new 
ministry  contact  him  at  the  church 
office,  located  at  1 1 1  Doncaster  in 
Youngsville. 

He  may  also  be  reached  by  phone, 
(337)  857-0717,  or  by  e-mail,  revcan- 
non@hotmail.com.  Cannon  intends  to 
reach  and  receive  new  people  into  the 
faith  community  and  create  settings 
where  people  can  encounter  the  trans¬ 
forming  presence  of  God  and  nurture 
and  strengthen  their  faith. 


Preparations  underway  for  diaconal  ministries  convocation 


The  2003  Convocation  for  Deacons  & 
Diaconal  Ministers  will  be  held  Feb.  27- 
March  2, 2003  at  the  Marriott  Quorum  in 
Dallas  (Addison),  Tex.  The  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Worship  leaders  include:  Bishop 
James  R.  King  Jr.,  episcopal  leader  of  the 
Kentucky  area;  Rev.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Mullino  Moore,  professor  of  religion  and 


education  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology;  Rev.  R.  Grace  Imathiu,  senior 
pastor  at  First  UMC  in  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin;  and  Bishop  Sharon 
Zimmerman  Rader,  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Wisconsin  Conference. 

Participants  will  explore  a  variety  of 
outreach  ministries,  conflict  mediation, 
covenant  relations,  legislative  issues, 
sacramental  life,  and  using  technology 
in  ministry. 


Registration  fee  is  $190  if  received  by 
Oct.  31,  2002. 

Registration  forms  can  be  printed 
from  the  convocation  website, 
www.gbhem.org/ deacons/ convocation. 
To  make  hotel  reservations,  call  (800) 
228-9290  and  state  the  group:  2003 
Convocation  for  Deacons  and  Diaconal 
Ministries,  Feb.  27-March  2,  2003. 

For  more  information,  call  (615)  340- 
7375  or  e-mail  sddm@gbhem.org. 


Carruth  appointed  to  trustees  of  higher  education  foundation 

Nflnrv  MiVpll  C amitR  nrocirlont  rj j  „ 


Nancy  Mikell  Carruth,  president  of 
the  Eola  Management  Company  in 
Bunkie  has  been  appointed  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist 
Higher  Education  Foundation,  a  nation¬ 
al  organization  based  in  Nashville,  Term. 

Carruth  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Bunkie  General 
Hospital.  She  serves  as  chairperson  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 


Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  as 
a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council. 

In  addition,  she  has  served  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Division  of  Higher  Education 
of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  and  on  the 
General  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration,  chairing  its  Investment 


Committee. 

The  United  Methodist  Higher 
Education  Foundation  is  a  national 
organization,  based  in  Nashville,  Term., 
that  fosters  education  in  a  Christian 
context  in  124  affiliated  institutions. 
Founded  in  1964,  the  foundation  has 
seen  its  assets  grow  to  over  $40  million, 
which  are  devoted  to  scholarships  and 
other  educational  purposes. 
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Spiritual  Leadership  Academy  set  to  beg.. . 
fifth  year  for  those  'yearning  to  deepen  faith 

Thp  Aradpmv  for  Sniritual  LeadershiD  Marcia  McFee,  doctoral  student  at 


in  Miner's  families  talk  about  role  of  faith 


The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
will  begin  its  fifth  year  for  persons  who 
are  yearning  to  deepen  their  faith  jour¬ 
ney  and  discover  new  ways  to  be  a  spiri¬ 
tual  leader  in  their  church  and  commu¬ 
nity.  It  involves  attending  a  series  of  four 
retreats  which  start  Sept.  12-14,  2002. 
Two  of  the  retreats  will  be  before 
Christmas  and  two  will  be  after  the  new 
year. 

Retreat  leaders  include:  Rev.  Grace 
Imathiu,  ordained  Methodist  minister 
from  Kenya;  Rev.  Wendy  Miller,  faculty 
member  at  Eastern  Mennonite 
Seminary  in  Harrisonburg,  Virg.;  Dr. 
Emanuel  Cleaver,  pastor  of  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church  and  former 
mayor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  and 


Marcia  McFee,  doctoral  student  at 
Theological  Union,  Berkley,  Cal. 

Laity  and  clergy  who  are  drawn  to  an 
experience  that  offers  a  safe  place  to 
explore  God’s  direction  are  encouraged 
to  apply.  The  registration  fee,  which 
includes  all  four  retreats,  is  $350,  and 
applications  will  be  accepted  through 
Sept.  1.  The  fee  may  be  paid  half  in  2002 
and  half  in  2003. 

A  limited  number  of  scholarships  are 
available  upon  request.  Seven  continu¬ 
ing  education  units  are  given  for  Track 
One  by  The  Academy. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Academy  Director  Rev.  Carole  Cotton 
Winn  at  (985)  639-9531,  or  e-mail  ccot- 
tonwinn@msn.com. 


Asbury,  Natchitoches,  to  celebrate  136th  year 

schools  built  after  the  Civil  War. 

Guest  preacher  for  the  service  will  be 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Acadiana  District.  Rev.  James 
A.  Graham  serves  as  pastor  for  Asbury 
UMC. 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches,  located  at  704  Fifth  St., 
will  celebrate  its  136th  anniversary  Aug. 
18  at  a  3  p.m.  service.  Asbury  UMC  is  the 
oldest  United  Methodist  church  in  the 
city,  and  the  site  of  one  of  the  freedmen’s 


Church  looks  to  donate  choir  robes  and  stoles 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Covington  has  30  choir  robes  with  stoles 
that  the  church  would  like  to  donate. 
The  robes  were  made  by  E.  R.  Moore  Co. 
and  are  of  varying  adult  sizes. 

The  material  is  a  forest  green  light¬ 


weight  polyester  blend.  The  robes  have 
been  in  storage  and  will  need  to  be 
cleaned. 

Any  interested  church  may  contact 
Ann  Buck,  church  secretary,  by  calling 
(985)  892-4694. 


The 

Bishop's 

Society 


UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 
- of  Louisiana - 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
Requests  Your  Presence  at 

The  Eighth  Annual 
Bishop’s  Society  Banquet 

Shreveport,  Louisiana-September  12,  2002 
East  Ridge  Country  Club 
6:30  Hors  d’ouvres  -  7:00  Dinner 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana-September  13,  2002 
The  Plimsoll  Club 
6:30  Hors  d’ouvres  -  7:00  Dinner 

Complimentary  Garage  Parking 
For  more  information  regarding  this  event,  please  call  Gay 
McKnight  at  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
by  August  26,  2002  (225)  346-1535. 


(UMNS)  -  Family  members  of  the 
nine  trapped  Pennsylvania  coal  miners 
and  the  clergy  who  supported  them 
throughout  their  77-hour  ordeal  have  no 
doubt  that  God  played  a  key  role  in  the 
successful  rescue. 

“We’re  just  totally  amazed  at  how  the 
hand  of  God  was  on  this  the  whole 
time,”  the  Rev.  Barry  Ritenour  told 
United  Methodist  News  Service  during  a 
July  29  telephone  interview.  “God  used 
people  and  accomplished  this  job  in  a 
fantastic  way.” 

The  Rev.  Charles  Olson  agreed  that  it 
was  not  just  luck  but  the  divine  guid¬ 
ance  of  a  knowledgeable  rescue  team  - 
able,  among  other  things,  to  strategically 
drill  a  six-inch  air  pipe  into  the  shaft  - 


that  kept  the  trapped  miners  alive.  “God 
put  all  of  those  people  together  and  said, 
‘Here’s  where  we  go.’” 

Both  United  Methodist  pastors  were 
with  the  families,  along  with  clergy  of 
other  faiths,  throughout  the  crisis,  which 
began  July  24  when  the  nine-man  crew 
at  the  Quecreek  Mine  accidentally 
drilled  into  an  adjacent,  abandoned, 
water-filled  mine. 

The  miner  who  did  the  drilling,  41- 
year-old  Mark  Popernack,  his  wife, 
Sandy,  and  their  two  sons  are  members 
of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Somerset,  where  Olson  is  pastor. 
Popernack  reported  that  the  water  start¬ 
ed  coming  in  fast  and  heavy,  pushing 
the  crew  to  higher  ground. 


Churches  urged  to  participate  in  unity  study 


The  Conference  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  has  been  mandated  by  the 
General  Conference  to  lead  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  toward  a 
better  understanding  of  the  reasons  for 
division  in  the  United  Methodist  Family 
and  how  to  achieve  reconciliation  with 
sister  and  brother  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tions. 

Through  a  study  called  “Steps  Toward 
Wholeness:  Learning  and  Repentance,” 
congregations  can  better  move  toward 
that  understanding. 

The  commission  is  requesting  that 
each  local  church  make  every  effort  to 
work  through  the  study  book  in  prepa¬ 
ration  for  the  worship  service  of 
Repentance  and  Reconciliation  to  be 
shared  at  the  Annual  Conference  2003. 


Every  local  church  is  asked  to  move 
through  the  study  this  fall  or  early  next 
year.  Each  charge  was  given  a  copy  of 
this  study  following  the  close  of  Annual 
Conference  2001.  Please  check  with  the 
District  Superintendent  if  your  church 
does  not  have  one.  If  a  church’s  copy  has 
been  misplaced,  additional  copies  may 
be  ordered  from  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  by  calling  (212) 
749-3553  or  visiting  the  web  site, 
www.gccuic-umc.org. 

One  interesting  study  path  is  to  invite 
a  local  church  from  one  of  the  Methodist 
denominations  such  as  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  and  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  to  join  your  congregation  in 
working  through  the  study. 


Workshop  to  focus  on  growing  Sunday  School 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Iberia  and  the  Acadiana  District 
will  sponsor  a  workshop  entitled 
“Strengthening  &  Growing  Your  Sunday 
School”  on  Aug.  24  from  9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

This  one-day  workshop  led  by  Rev. 
Rick  Kirchoff  provides  a  working  knowl¬ 
edge  of  how  to  develop  and  operate  an 
exciting,  growing  Sunday  school  that 
reaches  and  helps  to  disciple  persons  of 
all  ages.  Kirchoff  is  senior  pastor  of 


Germantown  UMC  in  Germantown, 
Tenn.,  which  averages  over  900  in  wor¬ 
ship  attendance  and  more  than  700  in 
Sunday  school. 

Send  registration  fee  of  $30  per  per¬ 
son,  along  with  your  name,  church, 
address,  phone  and  e-mail  address  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  1 19 
Jefferson  St.,  New  Iberia,  La.  70560.  For 
more  information,  call  (337)  369-3721  or 
e-mail  fumcni@cox-internet.com. 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Rena  Yocom 

Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 
Executive  Director, 

Conference  Mission  and  Ministries 

Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1 646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Youth  and  Youth  Workers 


Calendar  of  Events 


Louisiana  Conference  Web  Page:  http://www.la-umc.org/youth.htm 

2002  2003  2004 


Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry  -  (Adult  workers  with  youth)  -  Dallas,  Texas 
Happening  (10th-12th  grades  &  adults)  -  Conference  Center 
CCYM  Meeting 

Connection  2002:  UM  National  Conference  for  Youth  Workers  (Formerly  FORUM) 
Sr.  High  Retreat  (9th-12th  grades  &  adults)  -  Conference  Center 

VIM  Takin’  It  To  the  Streets  -  Pineville,  Louisiana 
Discerning  the  Call  -  Conference  Center 

Centenary  Youth  Leadership  Conference  -  Centenary  College 
Confirmation  Day  with  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  -  Conference  Center 


January  10-17 
January  17-19 
January  25 
(Every  other  year) 
February  7-9  #1 
February  14-16  #2 
March  14-16 
March  28-29 
March  28-30 
April  5 


General  Conference  (Every  four  years) 

YSF  Sunday 

DCYM  Training  (District  Teams)  -  Conference  Center 
Annual  Conference 
VIM  Youth 
UM  Army 

JYMO  (CCYM  Executive  Committee)  -  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  (Every  four  years) 

ICYCE  (International  Youth  18-30  year  olds)  (Every  four  years) 

Happening  (10th-12th  grades  &  adults)  -  Conference  Center 
Youth  ’03  -  University  of  Tennessee  Campus,  Knoxville,  Tennessee 
LYMO  (CCYM  Members) 

UMYO  (Formerly  NYMO)  (CCYM  youth  &  adult  representative)  (Every  other  year) 
Adult  Youth  Workers  Conference  Center 


May  4 
May  30-31 
June 
June 

June,  July 
July  7-11 


July  18-20 
July  23-27 
July  28-30 
August 


August  23-24 

Fall  Convocation  (Youth  &  Adults) 

September  21 

VIM  Takin’  It  To  the  Streets  -  Lake  Charles  &  Monroe 


August  22-23 
September  27 


January  9-16 
January  16-18 
January  24 
January 
February  6-8  #1 
February  13-15  #2 


May 
May  2 
June  4-5 
June 
June 

June,  July 
July  5-9 
July 

July  16-18 
July  26-28 


August  27-28 
September  25 


JR.  High  Retreat  (7th  &  8th  grades  &  adults)  -  Conference  Center 

October  25-27  #1 
November  1-3  #2 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 


October  24-26 

Oct.  31 -Nov.  2  #1 
November  7-9  #2 


October  29-31  #1 
November  12-14  #2 


Exploration:  2002 


November  15-16 


November  14-15 


November  15-17 

New  York  Seminar  (10th  grd  -  Soph.  College  &  Adults)  Every  other  year 

November  23-30 


Chicago,  III. 


November  5-6 
2004 

November 

Washington, D.C.  Seminar 
November  20-27 
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Church  Name: 

Address: _ 

City: _ 

Fax:  ( 

Email: 


Sign  up  to  run  a  YSF  Cookie  Dough  Fundraiser  Program 
With  All  the  Profits  Committed  to  YSF 
and  Receive  Customized  Incentives 

District: _ 


State: 


Zip: 


) 


Phone: ( 


) 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


DCYM  Reps: 


Contact  Person  Information 

Full  Name: _ 

Title: _ 


Email: 


Address: 
City: _ 


Work  Phone:  (  ) 

Ship  To: 


State: _ 

Home  Phone:  (  ) 


Zip: 


Organization  Address 


Contact  Address 


Date  you  would  like  to  receive  order-taker  brochures: - - - 

Number  of  Brochures:  __ _ 

Start  date  of  sale  October  12th  -  Ending  date  of  sale  October  20th 
Annual  Fundraiser  products  are  delivered  on  the  scheduled  delivery  date  within  a  6-hour  window  of  the  scheduled  time. 
Since  orders  are  prepaid,  your  youth  simply  distribute  the  cookie  dough  and  you're  done!  What  could  be  simpler . 

To  simplify  distribution,  we  provide  you  with  a  computer-generated  packing  list  with  how  to  handle  instructions,  the  produc 

flavors  and  quantities  sold. 


Pleas^orwar^ThTs  form  to:  Annual  Fundraisers  1  -800-998-2368 

205  Shady  Crest  Lane,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

FAX:  1-800-998-2368  Email:  scott@annualfundraisers.com 
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1 .  Name  of  Project 


2002  Youth  Service  Fund 
Project  Application  Form 


2.  Contact  person  administratively  responsible  for  the  project: 
Name  _ 


United  Methodist  Church  _ _ 

Address 

Street,  Box,  or  Route  City  State  Zip 

Phone  (  ) _  E-Mail  _ 

3.  Location  of  Project _ _ 

4.  Sponsor(s)  of  project  (Please  list  church  and  all  other  sponsors,  use  additional  paper  if  needed) 

Name  _ _ 

Address _ _ 

Street,  Box,  or  Route  City  State  Zip 

Phone  (  ) _  E-Mail  _ _ _ _ 

5.  Length  of  time  project  has  been  in  operation  _ _ _ 

6.  What  has  been  your  church's  YSF  giving  in  the  past  two  years:  _  _ _ 

7.  What  money  are  you  requesting  from  your  conference  YSF?  _ _ 

Please  fill  out  the  following  on  a  separate  sheet(s)  of  paper,  not  using  more  than  one-half  sheet  for  each  question.  You  may 
append  extra  material  (pictures,  printed  materials,  etc.).  However,  the  following  information  must  be  filled  out  independently  and  must 
be  complete  in  and  of  itself.  Be  sure  to  include  this  sheet  when  submitting  an  application. 

1.  Justify  the  project: 

A.  What  need  is  it  meeting? 

B.  Who  is  it  designed  to  help  and  how  many  persons  will  it  affect? 

C.  Is  any  other  group  or  agency  dealing  with  that  need?  Explain. 

D.  Why  is  this  project  the  most  appropriate  way  to  meet  that  need? 

2.  Outline  the  project: 

A.  Goals 

B.  Resources 

C.  Procedures 

D.  Criteria  for  evaluation 

3.  Outline  finances  for  the  project: 

A.  Total  needs  by  categories:  Administrative,  Services  and  Supplies 

B.  Other  sources  or  funds 

C.  Request  for  YSF  money 

Upon  receiving  a  Youth  Service  Fund  grant  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  Team,  we  agree  to  do  two  things: 

1)  to  fulfill  faithfully  the  terms  and  descriptions  of  the  project  as  stated  in  this  application;  and 

2)  to  submit  a  written  report  of  the  project,  along  with  pictures  from  the  project,  within  one  month  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  project  or  by  September  1st,  whichever  is  earlier. 


Signed  by  Contact  person  administratively  responsible  for  project 


Da,e  Signed  by  Pastor  of  Sponsoring  Church  for  project 

Complete  this  form  and  return  it  postmarked  no  later  than  December  1st  to: 

YSF  Project  Review  Committee 

Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 

527  North  Boulevard 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5700 
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EXPLORATION  2002 


The  seventh  national  EXPLORATION  gathering  for  young  people 
considering  ordained  ministry  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  will 
be  held  November  15-17,  2002,  at  the  Hyatt  O'Hare,  Chicago,  III. 

The  theme  is  "Is  God  Calling  You?" 


Have  you  ever  wondered  where 
Ministers  come  from?  Heavenly 
Hatcheries?  Burning  Bushes?  Broom 
Closets?  The  truth  is,  ministers  come 
from  everywhere.  Every  race,  every  gen¬ 
der,  every  nation,  every  age,  every  back¬ 
ground.  In  fact,  ministers  start  out  being 
people  just  like  you!  (yes  even  those  of  us 
who  say,  "not  me"  or  "never")  Ministers 
are  shaped  by  God’s  guidance  and  call. 

Sometimes  in  large  unmistakable  ways 
and  sometimes  in  very  small,  almost 
undetectable  ways.  However  experi¬ 
enced,  a  call  into  ministry  is  an  itch  that 
must  be  scratched.  Are  you  being  called 
to  ministry?  To  preach  or  teach,  to  evan¬ 
gelize  or  meet  others  needs,  to  fully  give 
yourself  to  serving  God? 

For  more  information  contact: 

The  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  P.O.  Box  340007,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0007 

telephone  615-340-7397;  fax  615-340-7395  e-mail:  selp@gbhem.org 

Visit  the  EXPLORATION  2002  Web  site  at  www.gbhem.org&x12loration _  , 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Offers  Travel  Scholarships  to  Exploration  2002  -  Chicago ,  Illinois 

Qualifications: 

1  Exploration  2002  will  be  the  first  GBHEM  Exploration  event  you  have  attended. 

2.  You  are  genuinely  sensing  a  call  to  ministry. 

3.  You  are  a  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  will  issue  travel  scholarships  up  to  $300.00 
per  qualified  participant  as  a  reimbursement  following  Exploration  2002. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Louisiana  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Reverend  Danny  Gleason 
735  Sam  Houston  Jones  Parkway 
Lake  Charles,  LA  70611 

Phone:  (337)855-6241  Email:  dpgleason@att.net 


Exploration  2002  is  the  place  for  you  if  ... 

^  you  would  like  to  know  more  about 
what  vocational  ministry  is  and  how 
you  can  get  involved. 

★  you  think  you  might  be  called  but 
are  still  uncertain. 

★  you  know  you're  ministry  bound 
and  want  to  know  more  about  the 
process  and  opportunities  involved 
with  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Remember,  people  just  like  Y OU  are  now 
serving  God  and  humanity  because  they 
scratched  an  itch  -  to  be  God's  people. 

Will  you? 
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LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


HAPPENING 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST  HAPPENING 


application  and  notify  me  when  I  can  plan  on  attending, 
ministry.  It  would  be  most  convenient  for  me  to  attend? 

Winter  Session 

(January) 

Louisiana  Methodist  Conference  Center 
Woodworth,  LA 


Please  enter  my 
in  the  10th  -  12th  Grade  or  am  an  adult  involved  in  youth 

Summer  Session 

(July) 

Louisiana  Methodist  Conference  Center 
Woodworth,  LA 


APPLICATION 

Yes,  I  want  to  initiate/renew  a  personal  relationship  with  Christ  and  attend  a  Happening  Weekend. 

Iam 


The  cost  for  the  Weekend  is  $85.00,  which  includes  5  Meals  &  2  Nights  of  Lodging. 
Scholarships  are  available.  Please  make  check  payable  to: 

LA  UNITED  METHODIST  HAPPENING 

(Please  Print  Clearly) 

Name: - - Name  for  Nametag _ _ 

Address: _ 


City: _ _ _ State: _ Zip  Code: 

Phone  (  ) _ Email  Address _ 


FORMAT... 

Registrants  arrive  at  7:00  pm  on  Friday.  After 
dorm  assignments  and  introductions,  the  week  end 
theme  begins  to  develop  through  a  series  of  talks 
which  compare  the  changing  nature  of  material  & 
social  reality  as  compared  to  the  permanent  nature 
of  spiritual  reality,  a  firm  foundation  on  which  teens 
can  build  a  secure  foundation  on  life.  Included  in 
the  schedule  are  small  group  discussions  on  each 
talk.  Each  day  begins  &  ends  in  Worship,  singing, 
games,  and  fun.  The  closing  service  at  3:30  on 
Sunday  is  open  to  family,  friends,  and  Church 
members.  The  Happening  ends  at  5:30  PM  on 
Sunday.  Participants  are  not  asked  to  do  anything 
embarrassing.  They  will  meet  some  neat  friends 
who  face  the  same  problems  in  school,  family,  dat¬ 
ing,  &  everyday  life.  They  will  find  some  answers 
this  weekend. 


Yr.  of  Graduation: _  Gender  M _ F _  Birth  Date: _ / _ / _  Special  Diet _ 

Talents,  Activities  __ _ _ 

Church  you  attend: _ Pastor’s  Name: _ 

Signature  of  your  Pastor: _ _ _ 

Your  Signature _ _ 

Permission  to  attend  and  Medical  Release: 

I  hereby  give  my  permission  for  the  above-signed  applicant  to  attend  a  Louisiana  Happening  Retreat  and,  in  the  event 
of  any  emergency,  authorize  the  retreat  leaders  to  seek  medical  attention  for: _ 

I  certify  that  I  am  the  parent/legal  guardian  of  the  above  named  individual  and  authorize  for  emergency  medical 
attention  to  be  given.  You  may  contact  me  for  further  information  at: 

Home(  ) _ Office  (  ) _ 

My  Insurance  Carrier  is: _ _ _ _  Policy  # 

(Note:  for  specific  Insurance  Company  Instructions,  please  attach  a  copy.) 

Parent  signature _ _ 

RETURN  FORM  WITH  $20.00  NON-REFUND  ABLE  REGISTRATION  FFF  TO- 

Contact:  Larry  Bates,  Registrar 
LA  United  Methodist  Happening 
P.O.  Box  8605 
Metairie,  LA  70011-8605 
Phone:  (225)767-6467  Home 
(504)  619-8524  Office 
Email:  MLBDDSl@aol.com 


*The  $20.00  does  not  guarantee 
placement  at  the  next  Happening, 
_ but  to  one  upcoming. 


STAFF... 

The  Happening  is  staffed  &  put  on  by  teenagers 
for  teenagers  10th  -  12th  grades.  The  few  adults 
present  will  be  there  to  support  the  weekend.  There 
will  be  Spiritual  Directors  to  administer  the  sacra¬ 
ments  and  provide  spiritual  counseling.  The 
Happening  is  fun  and  you  will  meet  some  neat  peo¬ 
ple. 

Can  Christianity  penetrate  the  reality  of  a 
teenager’s  world  today?  Can  modem  youth  turn  on 
to  Christ’s  love  instead  of  drugs,  violence,  or  apathy? 

THE  HAPPENING  MOVEMENT  THINKS  SO!!! 

It  proposes  no  new  types  of  spirituality,  however, 
it  does  provide  a  method  through  which  one’s  spiri¬ 
tuality  may  be  developed,  lived,  &  shared  in  fellow¬ 
ship  with  Christians  willing  to  dedicate  their  lives  to 
God  in  an  on-going  manner... 

An  Instrument  of  Renewal... 

The  Happening  Experience  is  a  powerful  instru¬ 
ment  of  renewal  in  the  Church.  Its  aim  is  to  con¬ 
centrate  closely  on  the  person  &  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Happening  gives  those  who  attend  the 
desire  to  understand  and  serve  the  Church.  What's 
more,  it  provides  a  means  to  continue  the  Christian 
formations,  which  is  just  begun  in  the  3-day  pro¬ 
gram. 


A  Once  in  a  Lifetime 
Experience! 

A  Happening  can  only  be  made  once  in  a  life¬ 
time,  therefore  it  is  not  a  substitute  for  a  retreat. 
During  the  3  days,  the  teachings  of  Christ  are  dis¬ 
cussed  in  a  feeling  of  Joy  &  Happiness,  with  many 
singing  &  informational  sessions.  The  Happening 
makes  succeeding  retreats  more  profitable. 
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JUNIOR  HIGH 


Held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 


(1-318-449-4500) 


PRESENTING 


r 

r 


FACILITATORS.  Centenary  Church  Careers  Department 

EVENT  FEE:  $  70.00  Per  Person 

October  25th  -  27th,  2002  #1 

Beginning  Friday,  October  25th,  at  8  p.m.  -  Ending  Sunday,  October  27th,  at  11:30  a.m 

Registration  Deadline:  #1  -  October  11th,  2002. 

or 

November  1st  -  3rd,  2002  #2 


Beainninq  Friday  November  1st,  at  8  p.m.  -  Ending  Sunday  November  3rd,  at  1 1 :30  a.m. 

Registration  Deadline:  #2  -  October  18th,  2002 


Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registration  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be 
accepted  on  a  first  come  basis,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 


Who  is  eligible? 
What  to  bring? 


Any  youth  in  grades  7th  -  8th  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There 
should  be  one  adult  counselor  for  every  ten  youth  participants. 

Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  and  your  personal 
toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 
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“How  can 
anyone 
discover 
what  life 
means?” 

Ecclesiastes  7:24a 

Today’s  English  Version 


Senior 

High 

Retreat 

Held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 


(1-318-449-4500) 


February  7th  -  9th,  2003  #  1 

Beginning  Friday,  February  7th,  at  8  p.m.  —  Ending  Sunday,  February  9th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Registration  Deadline:  January  24th,  2003 

February  14th  -  16th,  2003  #  2 

Beginning  Friday,  February  14th,  at  8  p.m.  --  Ending  Sunday,  February  16th,  at  11:30  a.m 

Registration  Deadline:  January  31st,  2003 


Presenting:  The  Key  to  Good  and  Evil 

Facilitators:  Centenary  Church  Careers  Department 

Event  Fee:  $  70.00  per  person 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registration  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be 
accepted  on  a  first  come  basis ,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  9th  -  12th  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  should  be  one 

adult  counselor  for  every  ten  youth  participants. 

What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  and  your  personal  toiletry  items. 

(Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 
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Registration  form  and  fee  of  $  70.00  must  be  received  two  weeks  before  the  event. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and 
mail  with  registration  and  $  70.00  fee  for  each  youth  and  adult  attending  to: 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Attn:  Youth  Director 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(225)  346-1646 

Chose  one: 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Jr.  High  Retreat  #1 
Jr.  High  Retreat  #2 
Sr.  High  Retreat  #1 
Sr.  High  Retreat  #2 

October  25-27,2002 

November  1-3,  2002 

February  7-9,  2003 

February  14-16,  2003 

PLEASE  PRINT 

Q  Visa  □  MasterCard 

Name  on  Card 

# 

Credit  Card  Amount  $ 

Expiration  Date 

Check  Amount:  $ 

Check  #: 

Name 

Q  Youth  Qj  Adult  Q  Male  IJj  Female 

Address 

Grade 

City 

State 

Zip 

Phnnp  (  ) 

Person  to  Notifv 

F-mail  - - - 

(Church  Name) 

(District) 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  church  staff  or  sponsor  to  obtain  the 
services  of  a  licensed  physician.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed _ _ _ —  Date  - - 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ _ _ _ _ 


Comments,  allergies 


Please  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  that  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event,  I  am  expected  to  follow  certain  conduct  standards.  I  will  not  bring  alco¬ 
hol  tobacco  illegal  drugs  or  firearms  to  this  event,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  nor  will  I  intentionally  cause  the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  proper¬ 
ty.  I  understand  that  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  may  result  in  my  expulsion  from  this  event,  a  phone  call  to  my  parents,  guardians,  pastor  and  or  youth  director,  and 

mv  susDcnsion  from  the  next  two  Louisi<m<i  Conference  Youth  events.  .  ,,  «  « 

also  agree  not  to  bring  any  item,  which  may  interfere  with  the  purpose  of  this  event  (such  as  fireworks,  skateboards  stereos  CD/tape  players,  cell  phones,  ap- 

top  computers  or  other  electronic  devices).  I  am  aware  that  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center,  A  United  Methodist  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  will  be  providing  my  meals 
and  thaU  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this  event.  I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  arranged  for  this  event  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  I  leave  the  event 
site  T understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed  (including  family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms  designat- 

*  f°r  Z£L  covenant  while  attending  this  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  event,  I  realize  that  1  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  direc 

tor’s  discretion  up  to  expulsion  from  event  and  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events.  By  my  signature  on  the  registration  form  for  th,s  ev  , 
SSSll  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience  leading  to  my  own  spiritual  growth  and 

enjoyment.  counselors  haye  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  and  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 

Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this  brochure,  and  that  is 
"Registration  Form"  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 


Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


Please  copy  as  needed  or  for  additional  forms  go  to: 

http://www.la-umc.org/youth.htm _ 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 


August  9,2002 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  Youth  Supplement 


11 


+  0f  Fun,  FellovusA/  J 

■■■■■■  “ii.,.,  ......  i 


<0 


How  can 
anyone  discover 
what  life 
means?” 

Ecclesiastes  7:24a  Today's 
English  Version 
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September  21st,  2002 

10:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m. 

The  Pastor  of  Shreveport’s  Fairfield  &  Faith  United  Methodist  Churches 

will  serve  as  our  Preacher 

Rev.  Willie  Jackson 


Music  provided  by  The  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Praise  Band 

"Transparent" 

Youth  in  grades  7-12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth 

are  invited  to  come  to 
The  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth. 

(31 8*449*4500) 

Registration  Fee:  $  20.00  per  person 

(cost  includes  lunch,  T-shirt,  YSF  donation  and  programming) 

YSF  ITEMS  will  be  available  for  purchase 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  |S  SEPTEMBER  6»  2002 

Come  prepared  for  Music,  YSF  Recognition, 
Game  of  Clue,  Drawings  &  Fantastic  Preaching! 
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REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  6,  2002 

Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  7-12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth. 

One  Adult  Counselor  is  Required  for  every  ten  youth  participants. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and  mail  with  registration  and  $20.00 
fee  for  each  youth  and  adult  attending  to: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Check  Amount  $ _ 

Attn:  Youth  Director 

527  North  Blvd.  Check  #  _ 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 

(225)346-1646  Credit  Card  Amount  $  _ 

PLEASE  PRINT  □  Visa  □  MasterCard  #  _ _ _ 

Name  on  Card  _ _  Expiration  Date  _ _ 

Group  Contact  Person  _ _ _ _ — 

Street  Address  _ _ _ _ 

City  _  State  _  Zip  _ 

Phone  (  )  _ _  E-Mail  _ _ _ _ _ 


(Church  Name)  (District) 

Please  have  each  person  attending  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  that  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event,  I  am  expected  to  follow  certain  conduct  standards. 
I  will  not  bring  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs  or  firearms  to  this  event,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  nor  will  I  intentionally 
cause  the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  property.  I  understand  that  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  may  result  in  my  expulsion  from  this  event,  a 
phone  call  to  my  parents,  guardians,  pastor  and  or  youth  director,  and  my  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events. 

I  also  agree  not  to  bring  any  item,  which  may  interfere  with  the  purpose  of  this  event  (such  as  fireworks,  skateboards,  stereos,  CD/tape 

players,  cell  phones,  lap-top  computers  or  other  electronic  devices). 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant  while  attending  this  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  event,  I  realize  that  I  may  be  disci¬ 
plined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion  from  event  and  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events.  By  my 
signature  on  the  registration  form  for  this  event,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the 
expectation  of  an  event  experience  leading  to  my  own  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  and  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 

Participants  Signature  &  T-Shirt  Size  Participants  Signatures  &  T-Shirt  Size  Participants  Signatures  &  T-Shirt 

Size 


2. 


10. 


18. 


3. 


11. 


19. 


4. 


12. 


20. 


5. 


13. 


21. 


6. 


14. 


22. 

23. 


7. 


15. 
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Dates:  July  23-27,  2003 

Starting  with  check-in  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  concluding  with  Sunday  morning  worship. 

Location:  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  USA 

This  global  gathering  of  United  Methodist  youth  will  open  the  door  to  spiritual  growth  and  ministry  development,  trans¬ 
forming  the  lives  of  youth  and  youth  leaders  to  go  back  into  their  home  communities  to  transform  the  world  for  Christ. 

It  will  be  inspirational  and  a  lot  of  fun,  too! 

Youth  will  be  called  to  REACH  . . . 

»  REACH  Higher  -  to  touch  God’s  grace  and  Spirit 
»  REACH  Deeper  -  to  find  the  inner  you 

»  REACH  Further  -  to  embrace  the  changing  world  and  make  a  difference 

Youth  can  expect  to: 

•  Become  stronger  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  •  Worship  with  head,  heart,  and  soul 

•  Learn  by  studying,  discussing,  singing,  and  doing  •  Meet  other  United  Methodist  Christians 

Celebrate  Christian  faith  in  global  villages  from  around  the  world 


Participants:  YoUth  2003  1S  designed  for  y°uth  ages  1 2-18  and  their  adult  leaders.  Knowing  that  youth  ministry 

in  some  areas  involves  a  much  wider  age  range,  youth  of  all  ages  from  Central  Conferences  are 
invited  to  join  this  global  community  of  United  Methodist  youth. 


Costs:  Ear'y  fee  *335  (USD>  -  untl1  January  31,  2003  &  Regular  fee  $360  (USD)  -  after  January  31,  2003  The  cost 

includes  all  programs,  concerts,  workshops,  activities,  lodging,  and  1 1  meals,  beginning  with  dinner  on  the 
evening  of  July  23,  2003,  and  ending  with  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  July  27,  2003. 


Registration  Information: 
Contact: 


The  Youth  2003  website,  www.youth2003.org  provides  up-to-date 
information  about  the  event  and  its  features. 


Youth  2003,  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.  O.  Box  340003,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0003 
Phone:  (887)  899-2780  ext.  7176  toll  free  or  (615)  340-7176  Fax:  (615)  340-7071 
Email:  youth2003@gbod.org  Internet:  www.youth2003.org 


The  Louisiana  Conference  will  have  at  least  two  buses  going  to  Youth  '03  in 
Knoxville,  Tennessee.  We  will  leave  on  July  22nd  (spend  the  night  on  the  bus)  and  start  our 
return  on  July  27th  after  going  Whitewater  rafting  (optional).  This  plan  will  enable  us  to 
arrive  in  Knoxville  on  July  23rd  for  registration  at  10:00  a.m.  and  will  have  us  back  in 
Louisiana  early  Monday  morning,  July  28th.  The  bus  cost  is  $125.00  per  person  roundtrip  and 
$25.00  tor  Whitewater  rafting.  We  cannot  supply  one-way  seating.  If  you  are  interested 
contact  the  Louisiana  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministry  to  secure  your  place. 

Deadline  for  registering  to  ride  the  bus  is  JUNE  1,  2003. 
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Louisiana  Conference 

is  offering 

Bus  Transportation  to 
the  Youth  2003  event  in 
Knoxville,  Tennessee 


Deadline  for  registering  to  ride  the 
Bus  is  JUNE  1,  2003. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  will  have  at  least  two  buses  going  to  Youth  '03  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee.  We  will  leave  on  July  22nd  (spend  the  night  on  the  bus)  and  start  our  return  on 
July  27th  after  going  Whitewater  rafting  (optional).  This  plan  will  enable  us  to  arrive  in 
Knoxville  on  July  23rd  for  registration  at  10:00  a.m.  and  will  have  us  back  in  Louisiana  early 
Monday  morning,  July  28th.  The  bus  cost  is  $125.00  per  person  roundtrip  and  $25.00  for  white- 
water  rafting.  We  cannot  supply  one-way  seating. 


Contact:  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministry 
Reverend  Tom  Dolph 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5700 


Email:  tdolph@bellsouth.net 
Phone:  (225)346-1646 
Fax:  (225)  383-2652 


Please  Print  Neatly 


Check  Amount:  $ 
Check  #:  _ 


Credit  Card  Amount  $ 


□  Visa  ^MasterCard  # 


Name  on  Card 
United  Methodist  Church . 
Total  Attending  _ 


Expiration  Date 


District 


Contact  Person 


Street  Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


E-mail 


Phone  (. 


_  1 1  _ _ ' - # 

Mail  To:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Attn:  Youth  Director,  527  North  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 
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Several  churches  in  the  Northshore 
District,  including  Aldersgate,  Slidell; 
First  Church,  Hammond;  First  Church, 
Denham  Springs;  Northcross, 
Madisonville;  and  St.  Timothy, 
Mandeville,  are  currently  using  the 
Internet  to  communicate  information 
with  church  constituents  and  to  reach 
out  to  those  not  currently  associated 
with  the  church. 

You  can  visit  these  sites  at: 
www.sttimothyumc.org 
www.fumc-hammond.org 
www.fumcds.org 
http://aldersgate-slidell.org 
www.northcrosschurch.org 
These  websites  communicate  a  wide 
variety  of  information  such  as  worship 
times,  directions  to  the  church,  sermon 
topics,  upcoming  events,  church  calen¬ 
dars,  mission  opportunities,  statements 
of  faith,  etc. 

According  to  The  Bama  Institute, 
“One  out  of  every  three  Protestant 
churches  has  a  website  -  a  total  of  about 
1 10,000  Protestant  congregations  that 
have  a  digital  presence.  Expansion  will 
proceed  at  a  moderately  brisk  pace: 
among  the  two-thirds  of  churches  that 
do  not  presendy  have  a  website,  19%  say 
they  definitely  will  have  one  within  the 
next  12  months,  representing  another 
40,000  or  so  congregations  that  are 
preparing  to  go  online  in  the  coming 
year. 

Overall  about  half  of  the  churches 
that  do  not  have  a  website  now  are  not 
planning  to  add  one  in  the  future.  That 
represents  about  one-third  of  all 
Protestant  churches  who  are  expected  to 


ignore  the  Internet  in  the  coming  five 
years.” 

The  choice  to  ignore  the  Internet  is 
shocking  when  considering  that  two- 
thirds  of  all  adults  now  own  a  personal 
computer.  Fifty-five  percent  own  a  desk¬ 
top  computer  for  their  home,  16%  own  a 
laptop  or  notebook  computer,  and  8% 
own  a  palmtop  PC. 

The  two  biggest  expenses  involved  in 
maintaining  a  website  are  hosting  and 
design.  The  design  element  can  vary 
from  simple  to  complex.  There  are  a 
variety  of  easy-to-use-tools  for  web 
design  (many  word  processing  programs 
even  have  the  capability  of  producing 
web  ready  documents)  or  you  can  hire  a 
professional  to  get  you  started.  With  the 
help  of  a  knowledgeable  church  mem¬ 
ber,  however,  you  should  be  able  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  simple  site  for  almost  no  money. 
“Hosting”  is  the  term  used  for  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  providing  space  to  store  your  web¬ 
site  on  the  World  Wide  Web.  There  is 
usually  an  annual  or  monthly  fee  associ¬ 
ated  with  hosting.  As  a  United 
Methodist  church,  however,  you  are  in 
luck  -  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  provides  free  hosting  for  UM 
organizations.  (You  can  find  out  more 
about  GBGM  service  by  visiting 
http.V/gbgm- 

umc.org/ churches/terms.cfm.) 

Several  good  online  resources  are: 
www.e-zekiel.com  (a  fee-based  serv¬ 
ice  that  provides  easy-to-use  design 
tools  and  hosting) 

www.gospeIcom.net/guide/resources 
/  church -pages.php 

http://healyourchurchwebsite.com/ 


un  June  is,  it.Timothy  on  the  Northshore  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mandevill 
celebrated  the  20th  anniversary  of  Rev.  James  Mitchell's  ordination  into  the  min¬ 
istry.  Mitchell,  who  currently  serves  as  the  Chair  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  was  recently  re-appointed  to  his  eighth  year  at  St. Timothy.  A 
slide  show  traced  Mitchell's  growth  from  childhood  to  adulthood. The  congrega¬ 
tion  presented  Mitchell  with  a  full  set  of  stoles  and  a  blessing  through  the  laying 
on  of  hands. 
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North  Shore  District  on  the  Web 


Students  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana  University  in 
Hammond  recently  conducted  a  mission  to  the  Choctaw  Reservation. 

SLU  Wesley  Foundation  sends  mission  to  Choctaw 


Students  from  the  Wesley 
Foundation  at  Southeastern  Louisiana 
University  traveled  to  Philadelphia, 
Mississippi  on  June  27  for  their  annu¬ 
al  mission  trip.  The  mission  team 
assembled  at  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  6  a.m.  for  prayer  and  departure. 

After  a  four  hour  drive  they  arrived 
at  Greenhill  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  on  the  Choctaw 
Reservation,  and  immediately  began 
to  prepare  for  the  arrival  of  25  local 
children.  The  mission  team  hosted  an 
average  of  25  Choctaw  children  over 
their  three-day  Bible  camp.  The  team 
used  the  United  Methodist  camping 
curriculum  currently  being  used  at 


Camp  Istrouma  to  plan  activities  and 
lessons  for  the  camp. 

Over  the  course  of  three  days  the 
team  sang  songs,  taught  Bible  lessons, 
made  crafts,  played  games,  went 
swimming,  and  ate  with  the  Choctaw 
children.  When  asked  to  share  her 
thoughts  on  the  mission  trip,  Kelly 
Andino,  one  of  the  mission  team 
members,  exclaimed,  “We  need  to  do 
it  again!" 

And  that’s  just  what  we  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  do!  The  Wesley  Foundation  is 
currently  planning  another  four  day 
trip  to  the  Greenhill  church  during 
Spring  Break  2003. 


Sexual  Misconduct  Policies  training  for  the  North 
Shore  District  on  Aug.  17  has  been  moved  to 
St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC.  It  was  previously 
scheduled  for  First  UMC,  Hammond. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  North  Shore  District  Communicator: 

Rev.  Brady  Whitton 
355  Asbury  Dr. 

Mandeville,  LA  70471 
(504)  626-3307 
bswhitton@earthlink.net 


Responding  to  an  invitation  from  Bishop  Felton  May  of  the  Baltimore/Washington 
Conference,  a  group  of  youth  from  Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham 
Springs  volunteered  their  services  to  the  homeless  of  our  nation's  capital  this  past 
June.  Joining  youth  and  adults  from  throughout  the  country,  the  group  from 
Denham  Springs  fed  homeless  people  in  an  outdoor  park  and  a  shelter. They  par¬ 
ticipated  in  a  seminar  on  poverty  coordinated  by  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  directed  by  Dr.  Alpha  Brown.  Jackie  Campbell,  standing  second  from  the 
left,  led  the  group,  which  also  toured  Washington,  D.  C.  with  the  assistance  of  House 
Representative  Richard  Baker. 
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District  names  new  lay  leader 


Clark 


The  New  Orleans  District  announced  Evelyn 
Clark  as  District  Lay  Leader. 

Evelyn  Clark  is  a  member  of  Asbury  UMC  locat¬ 
ed  in  Algiers,  Louisiana. 

She  has  been  a  member  of  Asbury  since  1987 
where  she  is  Chair  of  the  Singles  Ministry,  is  a  cer¬ 
tified  Lay  Speaker,  a  Building  Committee  member, 
yearly  Vacation  Bible  School  teacher,  and  serves  on 
the  Committee  on  Nominations  and  Finance 
Committee. 

She  is  a  past  member  of  the  Administrative 
Council.  Evelyn  has  attended  the  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  training,  represented  Asbury 
with  the  Strengthening  the  Black  Church  program, 
and  is  certified  as  a  facilitator  for  Disciple  Bible 
Study. 


Angela  Norris  Johnson  will  conduct  a  liturgical  dance  workshop  at  Cornerstone 
United  Methodist  Church  Aug.  17  from  9  a.m.-  3  p.m. 


Liturgical  dance  workshop  slated 


The  New  Orleans  District  Ministry 
Team  will  sponsor  a  Liturgical  Dance 
Workshop  on  Saturday,  August  17, 
2002,  at  Cornerstone  United 
Methodist  Church  located  at  5276 
Bullard  Avenue  in  east  New  Orleans. 
The  workshop  will  be  conducted  by 
Angela  Norris  Johnson  a  resident  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  who  is  a  native  New 
Orleanian. 

An  eight  dollar  registration  fee  for 
the  workshop  includes  handouts,  a 
continental  breakfast  and  lunch. 
Registration  is  from  8  a.m.-8:55  a.m. 

She  studied  ballet,  tap,  jazz  and 
modem  dance,  including  courses  at 
the  New  Orleans  Centre  for  Creative 
Arts  and  Southern  Methodist 
University  and  finds  special  joy  in 
dancing  for  the  Lord. 

Johnson  first  danced  in  her  father’s 
church  when  she  was  fifteen  years 
old. 

She  started  the  KOINON1A  Dance 
Ministry  in  1992  in  Dallas  that  is  com¬ 
posed  of  people  from  different  church 


affiliations  with  varying  levels  of 
dance  training  who  are  united  by 
their  love  for  God  and  their  call  to 
share  the  Gospel  with  others  through 
dance.  Koinonia  is  a  Greek  term 
meaning  fellowship. 

The  workshop  will  cover  dancing 
as  part  of  our  Biblical  heritage;  the 
dancer’s  role  in  the  worship  service; 
congregational  dancing;  dancing  as 
ministry;  do’s  and  don’t’s  of  choreog¬ 
raphy  and  decorum  (what  else  is 
required  of  a  liturgical  dancer). 
Johnson  will  also  teach  two  or  three 
short  dances. 

Also,  during  the  Choreography 
Clinic,  four  or  five  individuals  or 
groups  will  be  allowed  to  perform  a 
dance  from  their  repertoire,  in  cos¬ 
tume,  to  be  critiqued. 

The  Liturgical  Dance  Workshop 
will  begin  at  9  a.m.  with  a  continental 
breakfast  and  will  conclude  at  3  p.m. 

For  further  information,  contact 
Barbara  Murray  at  (504)  242-7042  or  by 
pager  for  a  return  call  at  (888)  260- 1820. 


St.  Charles  UMC  planning  family  fall  festival 


St.  Charles  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Destrehan  is  preparing  for  its  Oct.  5 
fall  festival  with  many  new  events. 

A  crafts  fair  will  be  held  in  the  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  Booths  range  from  $25-35  for 


the  day.  A  Chili  Cook-Off  will  also  be 
held.  To  enter  a  team  and  for  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  festival,  contact  the 
church  office  at  985-764-8292.  The 
event  will  also  feature  Christian  bands. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Grace  UMC  in  New  Orleans  celebrated  UMW 
Sunday  using  the  theme,"l  am  the  Vine,  you  are  the  branches."  Alice  Porter  is  presi¬ 
dent  and  Helen  Brown  is  program  chairperson  for  the  group.  Rev.  Walter  B. 
Pennington  is  pastor. 


A  Joyful  Noise 

Thompson  United 
Methodist  Church  and 
Grace  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
recently  participated  in  a 
fellowship  of  music  and 
worship.  The  two  churches 
share  the  music  direction 
of  Dorothy  Pennington. 
Rev.  William  Jones  is  pastor 
at  Thompson  UMC.  "Make 
a  joyful  noise  unto  God,  all 
ye  lands."  -  Psalms  66:1. 


Sexual  misconduct  prevention  training  set 


The  New  Orleans  District  has  set 
training  for  the  prevention  of  sexual 
misconduct  for  local  churches. 

The  sexual  misconduct  response 
team  taskforce  has  recommended  that 
every  church  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  be  equipped  to  prevent  and 
recognize  sexual  misconduct.  Every 
pastor  is  strongly  encouraged  to  attend 
this  training  along  with  any  staff  working 
with  youth  or  children,  other  persons 
such  as  board  chair,  lay  leader,  PPR 


committee  members  and  any  other 
interested  persons. 

New  Orleans  District  training  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  August  24,  at  Aurora 
UMC  located  at  3300  Eton  Street  in 
Algiers.  The  training  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
and  conclude  at  3  p.m.  A  po-boy  lunch 
will  be  provided  by  the  Aurora  Youth 
Group  at  a  cost  of  $5. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please 
contact  the  New  Orleans  District  office 
at  (504)  488-5430. 


Know  Your  District  Ministry  Team 

The  following  changes  have  been  made  to  the  New  Orleans  District 
Ministry  Team: 

Ms.  Evelyn  Clark,  District  Lay  Leader  (Asbury) 

Rev.  Victor  McCullough,  DMT  Chairperson  (Mt.  Zion) 

Ms.  Megan  Porter,  Youth  Representative  (Munholland) 

Mr.  Joe  Burke,  Disaster  Response  Coordinator  (Asbury) 

Ms.  Marianne  Chauffe,  Disaster  Response  Coordinator  (Golden  Meadow) 
Mr.  Randall  Schexnayder,  UMM  President  (Munholland) 


Coming  Nov.  1-2! 
Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission 

Celebration  2002! 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria.  Keynote  speakers 
include  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor  of  Russia,  and  Bishop 
Ricardo  Pereira  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Cuba. 

Contact  the  LAVIM  office  at  (225) 
346-1646,  or  visit  the  conference 
website  at  www.la-umc.org  for 
more  information. 


All  District 
and  Local  Church 
Communicators! 

2002  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators 
Annual  Meeting 
“Communications... 

And  All  That  Jazz” 

Oct.  31 -Nov.  2,  2002 
Radisson  Hotel,  New  Orleans 
For  more  information, 
call  Betty  Backstrom 
(225)  346-1646 
Or  visit  the  website  www.la- 
umc.org/umac.htm 

Day  rates  available! 


□  Alexandria 
District  /  4 

□  Baton  Rouge 
District  /  4 
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Special  session  to  examine  districts,  other  issues 


A  special  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Jan.  11,  2003  from  10  a.m.-l 
p.m.  at  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville  in 
Guinn  Auditorium. 

Members  will  hear  a  report  from  a 
committee  appointed  by  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  that  is  looking  at  the 
number  of  districts  in  our  conference 
and  the  implications  of  any  change  pro¬ 
posed. 

On  Friday,  Jan.  10,  2003  from  10  a.m.- 
3  p.m.  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth  will  be  a  meeting  of  the 
chairpersons  of  all  conference  boards, 


commissions  and  teams  that  relate  to 
the  Conference  Ministry  Team.  Those  in 
attendance  will  expand  on  the  idea  of 
“building  a  conference  of  spiritual  and 
servant  leaders”  and  how  to  accomplish 
that  goal. 

Those  lay  persons  who  should  be  in 
attendance  at  the  special  session  would 
be  those  who  attended  Annual 
Conference  this  past  June. 

According  to  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
paragraph  602.5,  it  states,  “The  lay  mem¬ 
ber  or  alternate,  whoever  was  last  seated 
in  the  annual  conference,  shall  be  seated 
in  a  special  session  of  the  annual  confer¬ 


ence  when  convened;  provided  that  no 
local  charge  shall  be  deprived  of  its  lay 
member  due  to  death,  serious  illness,  or 
cessation  of  membership.  Under  such 
circumstances,  another  lay  member  may 
be  elected  by  the  charge  conference.” 

Details  for  an  Open  House  to  be  held 
at  the  Conference  Center  immediately 
following  the  special  session  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  as  they  are  finalized. 

The  appointed  committee  plans  to 
distribute  their  findings  prior  to  the  spe¬ 
cial  session  to  allow  members  some  time 
to  review  the  issue  before  attending  the 
special  session. 


Remembering  the  Day 


In  Memoriam 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Gonzales  honored  victims  of  the 
Sept.  1 1  attacks  by  creating  a  cross  with  the  name  of  every  person 
killed  in  the  tragedy-more  than  3,000.  At  right,  youth  director 
Veronica  Pritchard  talks  about  the  event  with  the  children. 


New  missioners  chosen  for  North  Shore  and  Ruston  districts 


The  positions  of 
District  Missioner  for 
the  North  Shore  and 
Ruston  Districts  have 
been  filled  by  Deborah 
R  Flanagan  and  Renee 
H.  Evans,  respectively 
Flanagan  has  served 
on  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  PPR  and 
Nominating  commit¬ 
tees,  taught  Sunday  school,  served  as 


church  pianist  and  a 
choir  member  for 
Church  of  the  Servant 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mandeville, 
where  she  is  a  found¬ 
ing  member.  “Tve  even 
painted  the  walls  and 
mopped  the  floors,” 
she  added. 

Married  to  Guy 
Flanagan  and  mother  of  their  two  chil¬ 


dren,  Deborah  holds  a  degree  in  Church 
Administration  from  Louisiana  College 
in  Pineville. 

“As  the  North  Shore  District 
Missioner,  I’m  here  to  help.  Being  a 
mom  and  a  church  member,  I’m  used  to 
pitching  in  and  seeing  situations  from  all 
angles.  My  greatest  goal  is  to  help 
churches  be  the  best  they  can  be  and  to 
help  them  grow,”  said  Flanagan.  She 

See  Missioners,  page  2 
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Missioner:  reach  out  to  community  on  9/1 1  anniversary 


BY  JANA  SMITH, 

MONROE  DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  one  year  has 
passed  since  we  first  saw  the  commer¬ 
cials  on  TV  that  proclaimed "...  our 
hearts,  our  minds,  and  our  doors  are 
always  open,  the  people  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.”  It  is  also  hard  to 
believe  that  it  was  a  year  ago  that  our 
nation  was  shocked  by  the  horror  of  the 
terror  attacks  of  Sept.  1 1 ,  200 1 . 

These  two  events  became  so 
entwined  during  that  fateful  month. 
Sept.  1 1  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 
Igniting  Ministry  campaign  last  fall. 
Immediately  after  the  attacks,  the  origi¬ 


nal  spots  were  pulled  and  a  new  mes¬ 
sage  was  released  to  the  American  pub¬ 
lic .. .  ‘‘We  are  praying  with  you.” 
Americans  were  invited  to  come  to  their 
local  United  Methodist  churches  to  pray 
and  seek  counseling. 

The  impact  of  this  could  not  have 
been  predicted.  On  the  Sunday  immedi¬ 
ately  following  Sept.  11,  first  time  atten¬ 
dance  (if  you  have  not  attended  church 
in  the  last  six  months)  increased  by  218 
percent  (from  UMCom  research) .  This  is 
not  a  typo  and  you  read  it  right ...  218 
percent!  Why?  Was  it  because  of  Sept.  11, 
or  was  it  because  of  the  Igniting  Ministry 
campaign?  Well,  both!  If  the  attacks  had 


happened  another  time,  would  people 
have  been  so  likely  to  go  to  a  United 
Methodist  Church  without  a  campaign? 
Maybe,  maybe  not.  If  there  had  been  no 
attacks  during  the  campaign,  would  so 
many  people  have  come  to  a  United 
Methodist  church  on  Sept.  16?  Maybe, 
maybe  not.  This  is  something  we  will 
never  know.  But  I  believe  guests  came  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church  because 
we  let  them  know  we  cared  for  them, 
and  were  praying  for  them.  People  were 
hurting,  and  asking  themselves  “Why?,” 
just  as  most  of  us  did.  They  came  to  our 
churches  and  we  were  there  with  “open 
hearts,  open  minds  and  open  doors.” 


Television  commercials  for  the  Back- 
to-School/Open  House  flight  of  the 
Igniting  Ministry  campaign  began  Sept. 
4,  and  will  run  through  Sept.  30,  2002. 
Churches  throughout  the  Monroe 
District  and  across  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  commemorated  last  year’s 
tragedy  with  special  services  throughout 
this  week.  These  services  are  just  more 
ways  for  us  to  reach  out  to  those  who  are 
hurting  in  our  communities.  It  is  my 
challenge  to  you  to  once  again  be  ready. 
To  make  sure  that  when  the  commer¬ 
cials  air,  that  all  United  Methodist 
Churches  truly  have  “open  hearts,  open 
minds,  and  open  doors.” 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


7 

Lake  Charles  District  Training  for  Prevention 

of  Sexual  Misconduct  in  Local  Churches 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

7 

Alexandria  District  Training  for  Prevention 

of  Sexual  Misconduct  in  Local  Churches 

First  UMC,  Pineville 

8 

Ministry  Sunday 

10-11 

Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

Conference  Office 

12 

Bishop's  Society 

East  Ridge  Country  Club 
Shreveport 

12-14 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

La.  Conference  Center 

13 

Bishop's  Society 

Plimsall  Club, 

New  Orleans 

13-14 

United  Methodist  Women  Annual  Meeting 

First  UMC,  Pineville 

14 

Ruston  District  Training  for  Prevention 

of  Sexual  Misconduct  in  Local  Churches 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

16-18 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Division  of  Elders  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

21 

Fall  Convocation 

La.  Conference  Center 

22 

United  Methodist  Men's  Day 

24-25 

Gathering  of  United  Methodist  Church 

Business  Administrators 

First  UMC,  Shreveport 

26-29 

Cursillo  #92 

La.  Conference  Center 

27-28 

United  Methodist  Men  Retreat: 

Man  and  Woman 

La.  Conference  Center 

28 

Monroe  District  Training  for  Prevention 

of  Sexual  Misconduct  in  Local  Churches 

First  UMC,  Monroe 

30-Oct. 

3  The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

La.  Conference  Center 

5 

Conference  Ministry  Team  Fall  Meeting 

La.  Conference  Center 

5 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 

La.  Conference  Center 
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Commentary:  special  groups 
need  ministry  during  September 


A  UMNS  COMMENTARY 
BY  REV.  TERRIE  MODESTO 

Recendy,  I  was  with  someone  who 
had  cried  a  great  deal  due  to  the  pain  of 
death  and  loss.  Once  the  crying  was 
over,  he  wiped  his  eyes,  washed  his  face 
with  cold  water  and  prepared  to  re-enter 
community  and  daily  life. 

However,  such  a  transition  should  not 
be  rushed.  There  are  many  tasks  that 
individuals  need  to  attend  to  after  the 
death  of  a  loved  one. 

The  same  is  true  for  our  society  as  we 
go  through  the  tasks  of  re-establishing 
ourselves  after  the  tragedy  of  Sept.  11, 
2001.  In  the  days  and  weeks  leading  up 
to  and  following  the  anniversary,  there 
will  also  be  new  tasks  that  we  as  a  nation 
and  as  a  church  must  face. 

First  and  foremost,  we  will  be  faced 
with  finding  new  meaning  for  ourselves 
individually  and  collectively  from  the 
pain  and  anguish  that  we  have  already 
experienced.  This  is  where  the  church  is 
so  vitally  needed.  The  church  is  called 
upon  to  be  a  healing  presence  of  com¬ 
passionate  ministry  to  individuals  and 
groups  who  suffer  emotional  pain: 

•  Grieving  individuals  and  families 
that  are  currendy  involved  in  life-threat¬ 
ening  or  bereavement  situations  may 
not  be  experiencing  the  level  of  atten¬ 
tion  or  support  that  has  been  shown  in 
response  to  nationally  recognized  griev¬ 
ances.  They  may  feel  that  their  pain  has 
been  disenfranchised. 

•  Children  will  be  exposed  during  the 
anniversary  period  to  television  footage 
of  last  year’s  devastation.  Children  have 
limited  concentradon  and  understand¬ 
ing  that  what  they  are  seeing  on  TV  is 
not  happening  right  now.  They  may 
need  to  be  comforted  more  and  have 


their  exposure  to  such  material  moni¬ 
tored  and  limited. 

•  Homebound  people  also  need  to  be 
checked  on  more  frequendy  since,  for 
many,  television  is  a  main  source  of 
entertainment.  During  the  anniversary 
period,  some  of  their  general  entertain¬ 
ment  shows  may  be  substituted  by  spe¬ 
cial  anniversary  programming.  Such 
substitutions  can  be  depressing  or  dis¬ 
turbing  to  them.  Homebound  people 
will  need  to  be  offered  opportunities  to 
express  their  feelings  and  thoughts. 

•  Emergency  response  and  medical 
workers,  such  as  fire  fighters,  police  and 
emergency  medical  response  staff  and 
hospital  staff,  need  our  attention.  The 
pain  and  grief  of  first  responders  can  at 
dmes  be  overlooked.  During  this 
anniversary  period,  the  church  may 
want  to  have  a  time  to  address  the  first 
responders  and  let  them  know  how 
much  they  are  appreciated. 

•  Military  staff  and  veterans  have 
experienced  the  death  of  brother  and 
sister  soldiers  under  horrible  wartime 
conditions.  Anniversaries  can  bring  back 
vivid  memories  of  such  ordeals  that 
have  long  been  removed  from  daily 
thought.  Talking  and  sharing  with  these 
people  is  a  great  ministry  in  the  Lord’s 
name. 

•  Military  families  may  have  loved 
ones  on  duty  in  far-off  and  possibly  dan¬ 
gerous  locations.  They  need  care  and 
support  as  well.  Letters  of  support  and 
visits  are  important. 

Editor’s  Note:  Modesto,  pastor  of 
Olive  Branch-Good  Shepherd  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore,  is  a  pas¬ 
toral  thanatologist.  Thanatology  focuses 
on  the  medical,  psychological  and  social 
problems  associated  with  death. 


Missioners,  from  page  7 


added  with  amusement,  "I  have  a  good 
answering  machine  at  home,  and  the 
phone  is  on  my  side  of  the  bed.  I’m 
ready  to  help  at  any  time.” 

Raised  in  Lafayette,  Renee  H.  Evans 
now  serves  the  Ruston  District  as  its 
missioner.  She  has  been  the  director  of 
children’s  ministries  for  both  Lakeview 
UMC  in  Shreveport  and  First  UMC  in 
Arcadia.  Evans  is  a  certified  lay  speaker 


and  is  in  the  process  of  completing 
Christian  Education  Certification. 

She  is  married  to  Dr.  Wayne  Evans, 
pastor  of  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston.  They 
have  four  children  and  six  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

“I  look  forward  to  witnessing  the 
many  connecting  doors  that  God  will 
open  for  ministry  in  our  district,  doors 
of  opportunity  and  service,”  said  Evans. 
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Pastor  works  hard  to  build  church  in  inner-city  community 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Talking  to  Percell  Church  Jr.,  pastor  of 
Warren  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles,  is  an  energizing  experi¬ 
ence.  His  enthusiasm  for  the  church,  its 
congregation  and  the  neighborhood  sur¬ 
rounding  this  inner-city  pastorate  has 
pumped  new  lifeblood  into  Warren 
UMC  in  recent  months. 

“We  are  an  historical  landmark 
preparing  lives  for  eternity”  has  become 
the  motto  for  the  1 14-year-old  church, 
which  has  seen  sharp  increases  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  both  services  since  Church’s 
arrival  on  June  1 1  of  this  year.  Church 
recently  returned  to  the  Conference  after 
serving  as  pastor  for  an  independent 
congregation.  His  penchant  for  motivat¬ 
ing  everyone  toward  service  and  bring¬ 
ing  out  each  person’s  gifts  and  graces  has 
developed  a  beehive  of  activity  that  has 
blessed  church  members  and  the  com¬ 
munity  alike. 

“Our  Tuesday  Bible  study  has  grown 
from  two  to  three  attendants  to  over  50 
participants  each  week.  We  recently  had 
a  wonderful  block  party,  attended  by 
over  200  people,  which  was  intergenera- 
tional,  ecumenical  and  interracial.  In 
July,  we  had  a  ‘Friends  and  Family  Day’ 
attended  by  the  Mayor  of  Lake  Charles. 
We’re  planning  an  old-fashioned  revival 
in  October,  where  my  dad,  Rev.  Percell 
Church  Sr.  of  Boyington  UMC  in  Gretna 
will  be  preaching,  along  with  myself  and 
Rev.  Victor  McCullough  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
in  New  Orleans,”  said  Church.  Other 
successes  include  a  recent  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  increased  participation 
in  the  youth  program. 

The  mission  field  for  Warren  UMC 
stretches  far  beyond  its  congregation. 
Situated  in  inner-city  Lake  Charles,  the 
church  neighborhood  is  known  for  its 
high  levels  of  crime,  drug  use  and  prosti¬ 
tution.  “The  parsonage  is  located  right 
next  to  the  church,  so  the  neighbors 


Rev.  Percell  Church  Jr.  is  pastor  at  Warren  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles.  His  enthusiasm  for 
the  congregation  and  the  neighborhood  surrounding  this  inner-city  pastorate  has  pumped  new 
lifeblood  into  the  church  in  recent  months. 


know  who  the  minister  is.  I 
talk  to  the  drug  dealers,  and 
try  to  stay  visible  in  an 
effort  to  turn  things 
around.  We’ve  seen  a  major 
reduction  in  prostitution 
and  drug  trafficking  in  the 
last  few  months,  and  the 
dealers  don’t  sell  in  our 
block,”  said  Church. 

Although  Warren  UMC  is 
reaching  out  to  all  genera¬ 
tions,  the  median  age  of 
church  members  is  around 
70.  “Despite  the  fact  that 
we  are  an  elderly  congrega¬ 
tion,  we  are  accomplishing 
great  things.  These  are  the 
most  energetic  people  I’ve 
ever  seen.  Everybody  wears 
more  than  one  hat,  includ¬ 
ing  the  church  secretary, 

Joyce  Hazel,  who  also 
serves  as  chair  of  the 
Council  on  Ministries,”  said 
Church.  There  is  even  a 
newly  started  exercise  min¬ 
istry,  led  by  church  mem¬ 
ber  Helen  Lewis,  who  is  the 
chair  of  the  Finance 
Committee  and  also  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  the  assistant 
director  of  Recreation  and 
Parks  for  the  city  of  Lake  Charles. 

Always  on  the  move,  Rev.  Church  was 
leaving  to  pick  up  his  three  young  sons 
and  bring  them  to  football  practice  with 
the  city  league  immediately  following 
this  phone  interview.  He  wasn’t  planning 
on  just  dropping  the  boys — Church  finds 
time  in  his  busy  schedule  to  stay  and 
help  coach  them,  too. 

His  wife  Angie  subscribes  to  the  same 
work  ethic,  home  schooling  the  three 
children  ages  11,  eight  and  six.  She  holds 
a  masters  degree  in  education,  and  does 
“a  wonderful  job  teaching  the  boys,” 
according  to  her  admiring  husband.  “I 


don’t  bother  her  between  the  hours  of  8 
a.m.  and  3  p.m.  on  weekdays,”  he 
laughed.  Born  and  raised  in  New 
Orleans,  Church  believes  that  the  path  to 
success  comes  from  concentrating  on 
spiritual  growth,  keeping  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the 
focus  at  Warren  UMC. 

"I  am  fortunate  to  benefit  from  the 
blessings  and  graces  of  District 
Superintendent  Doug  Ezell,  who  is  a 
great  support  and  inspiration  to  me.  He 
trusts  our  vision  and  our  plans. 
Ultimately,  we  hope  to  take  a  nucleus 
out  of  this  church  and  start  another  pre¬ 


dominately  African-American  church  in 
the  area,”  said  Church.  Warren  UMC  is 
currently  the  only  historically  African- 
American  United  Methodist  church  in 
the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Church  is  also  excited  about  Warren 
UMC’s  movement  toward  establishing  a 
scholarship  fund,  which  will  be  awarded 
largely  based  on  need.  “We  are  generat¬ 
ing  corporate  funding  for  this  effort. 
Preference  on  scholarships  will  be  given 
toward  students  attending  United 
Methodist  colleges  and  seminary,”  said 
Church.  “God  is  moving  through  Warren 
UMC.” 


Day  nominated  to  head  Global  Ministries 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day  is  the  nominee  for  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

A  search  committee,  led  by  Bishop 
Joel  Martinez  of  San  Antonio,  board 
president,  announced  the  nomination 
on  Sept.  5. 

Day,  who  currently  oversees  the  mis¬ 
sion  agency’s  program  areas  of 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  and 
Community  and  Institutional  Ministries, 
was  among  three  finalists  for  the  top 
staff  position  of  general  secretary.  Those 
candidates  were  interviewed  Aug.  29-31 
by  the  committee. 

Board  directors  will  vote  on  Day’s 
nomination  at  the  October  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Stamford,  Conn.  If  approved,  his 
nomination  would  be  forwarded  to  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries  for  final  action.  He  would  suc¬ 
ceed  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  who  is 
retiring  from  the  mission  board  after  21 
years  as  chief  executive. 

Day,  55,  joined  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  staff  two  years  ago,  having 
previously  served  as  a  pastor  in 
Connecticut  and  New  York.  He  also 


served  as  a  district  superintendent  for 
New  York  City  from  1984  to  1990. 

A  native  of  Illinois,  Day  has  a  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  from  Silliman  University  in 
the  Philippines  and  earned  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  Yale  Divinity  School 
in  1972.  He  currently  serves  on  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  and  is  a  former  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women.  He  was  a  del¬ 
egate  for  the  1984,  1988  and  1992 
General  Conferences. 

Day  has  traveled  extensively  and 
engaged  in  mission  work  in  places  such 
as  Mozambique,  South  Africa,  the 
Middle  East  and  the  Philippines.  He  was 
active  in  the  denomination’s  fight 
against  apartheid  in  South  Africa  and 
has  been  involved  in  various  human 
rights  issues  and  the  worldwide  move¬ 
ment  to  ban  land  mines. 

The  Rev.  Sally  Dyck,  chairwoman  of 
the  board’s  personnel  committee, 
expressed  appreciation  for  the  prayers 
and  support  of  the  denomination  during 
the  search  process,  which  included  “lis¬ 
tening  events”  with  various  constituen¬ 
cies. 


Children's  Home  receives  accreditation 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Children  &  Family  Services  (formerly 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston)  was  recently  recog¬ 
nized  for  retaining  the  prestigious 
EAGLE  accreditation  through  the 
United  Methodist  Association. 

The  EAGLE  accreditation  program 
has  been  recognizing  excellence  in 
holistic  care,  service  quality,  fiscal 
integrity,  sound  governance  and  social 


accountability  at  faith-based  organi¬ 
zations  since  1985. 

Accreditation  is  effective  for  a  peri¬ 
od  of  five  years,  from  July  2002-July 
2007.  Continuation  of  accredited  sta¬ 
tus  is  assessed  each  year  through  the 
program’s  required  annual  reporting 
procedure.  Formal  presentation  of  the 
EAGLE  plaque  of  recognition  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  take  place  in  April  of  2003  at  a 
national  convention  in  Tampa,  Fla. 


SAM  Grants  deadline  fast  approaching 


Each  year  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  awards  Support  Action 
Ministry  (SAM)  Grants  to  assist  local 
churches  in  the  establishment  of  new 
mission  projects. 

Traditionally,  priority  has  been 
given  to  those  projects  serving  the 
needs  of  children  and  youth  at  risk. 

A  SAM  Grant  may  be  awarded  up 
to  $3,000  annually  for  three  consecu¬ 


tive  years.  Churches  wishing  to  apply 
may  call  (225-293-4440)  or  write  the 
SAM  Committee  Chair,  Rev.  Carol 
Winn  Crawford,  for  an  application: 
Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church, 
10328  Jefferson  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  70809. 

Strict  deadline  for  all  new  applica¬ 
tions  and  re-applications  is  Dec.  1, 
2002. 
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First  Pineville  UMW  serve  students 


On  May  21a  kitchen  shower  was 
held  for  The  Foundation  (formerly 
Wesley  West  Minster  Foundation),  a 
student  ministry  at  Northwestern 
University  in  Natchitoches,  LA  The 
director,  Rev.  Ellis  Newman  spoke  at 
lunch  about  The  Foundation  and  its 
Methodist/ Presbyterian  history.  He 
also  brought  his  guitar,  and  led  a  sing 
a  long.  It  was  a  fun  time  for  all,  and  he 
carried  back  with  him  lots  of  gifts  that 


can  be  used  in  their  kitchen.  Thanks 
to  everyone  who  helped  make  this  a 
success.  TWice  each  year  the  Pineville 
First  United  Methodist  Church  UMW 
goes  to  Natchitoches  and  serves 
lunch. 

Other  area  churches  also  support 
this  ministry.  Additionally  we  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  monthly  contribution  to 
The  Foundation.  This  is  a  place  for 
students  to  go  and  relax  and  study. 


Wesley  UMC,  Pineville  just  finished  the  third  annual  "Strokes  for  Lil'  Folks."  This 
summer  enrichment  program  includes  four  elements:  religion,  recreation,  academ¬ 
ic  and  arts/crafts.  An  8-10  week  summer  program,  it  provided  activities  for  30-45 
children.  Pictured  is  a  group  enjoying  a  tour  of  Acadian  Ambulance. 


Originally  organized  as  the  3F's  (Food,  Fun,  Fellowship)  this  group  from  Nolley 
United  Methodist  Church  has  changed  their  name  to  the"Gad-Abouts"  They  are 
pictured  at  the  Bailey  Hotel  in  Bunkie  on  one  of  their  frequent  trips. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  at  Oak  Grove  UMC  are  in  the  midst  of  clearing  some 
church  property  in  their  community  to  make  a  walking  track  and  recreation  field. 
The  Natchitoches  Parish  Hospital  has  spurred  the  project  on,  and  it  looks  like  the 
church  may  receive  some  funding  from  the  police  jury. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Alexandria  District  Communicator: 


Miriam  Brown 
3200  Kincaid  Boat  Rd. 
Boyce,  LA  71409-9286 
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Girl  Scouts  from  three  Baton  Rouge  District  churches,  in  partnership  with  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Slidell,  recently  completed  a  ramps  project  at  Camp 
Marydale  in  St.  Francisville.  Members  of  Cadette  Troop  265  from  Bluebonnet  Service 
Unit  621  built  three  ramps  in  the  Tanglewood  site  at  the  historic  camp.  A  number  of 
the  girls  in  Cadette  Troop  265  also  happen  to  be  United  Methodists  hailing  from 
Jefferson  UMC,  First  UMC  and  University  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge. 

A  mission  crew  from  First  UMC,  Slidell  helped  lead  the  troop  through  the  building 
stages  of  the  project.  Rich  Jeppesen,  Bill  Courtwright  and  Jerry  Kinsley  arrived  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  the  home  of  troop  leader  Margaret  Tyler,  where  the  girls  and  adult 
volunteers  built  platform  sections  that  were  later  moved  to  the  camp  and  installed 
at  the  Tanglewood  site.  Troop  members  involved  in  the  construction  project  includ¬ 
ed  Dorsey  Schroeck,  Caroline  Tyler,  Brandy  Thomas,  Stephanie  Belk,  Anna  Peterson, 
Hailee  McCumsey  and  Patty  McCarty.  Dorsey's  sister  Haley,  with  Troop  505,  also  par¬ 
ticipated. 


Children  in  the  Vacation  Bible  School  at  Zachary  United  Methodist  Church  recently 
participated  in  an  enactment  of  the  story  of  Jesus  and  his  disciples  during  the 
storm.  Some  children  were  in  the  boat  with  Jesus  while  others  provided  sound 
effects  of  wind,  rain,  thunder  and  lightning.  Then  they  exchanged  parts  so  that  all 
could  have  a  turn  "riding"  in  the  boat. 


Seven  Louisiana  Conference  churches  recently  sent  work  teams  to  El  Seminario 
Metodisto  Juan  Wesley,  a  seminary  in  Monterrey,  Mexico.  The  century-old  build¬ 
ing  was  badly  in  need  of  repairs,  such  as  a  shower  room  that  was  leaking  into  a 
classroom  below,  rendering  it  unusable.  Architect  Billy  Bridges  drew  the  plans  for 
the  remodeling  work. The  team  completed  installing  the  fixtures  in  the  new 
shower  room,  installed  a  water  heater,  and  started  enclosing  the  passage  to  the 
shower  room. They  also  completed  construction  of  walls  for  two  new  classrooms. 


Mission  to  Mexico 


******* 


mmmm 


Send  your  church's  stories  to  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Communicator: 

Lynn  Sheehan 
R  O.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225)  634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 


6 


Louisiana  Conference 


September  13,2002 


United  Methodists  and  Episcopalians 
begin  dialogue  toward  'communion' 


(UMNS)  -  For  the  first  time,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Episcopal  Church  are  conducting  a 
formal  dialogue  with  each  other. 

The  first  meeting  occurred  July  25- 
26  in  Atlanta,  co-chaired  by  United 
Methodist  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  of 
Dallas  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  B. 
Lipscomb,  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Southwest  Florida.  The  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns  is  a 
sponsoring  agency  for  the  talks. 

“This  is  really  kind  of  a  historic 
beginning  for  both  bodies,”  Oden 
explained,  noting  that  a  brief  attempt 
at  a  dialogue  between  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Episcopalians 
in  the  1930s  had  failed  after  one  or 
two  meetings. 

On  an  international  level, 
Anglicans  and  Methodists  have  a  his¬ 
tory  of  bilateral  dialogue,  resulting  in 
a  1996  document,  “Sharing  in  the 
Apostolic  Communion.”  Oden  served 
as  co-chairman  of  the  commission 
that  produced  the  document,  which 
was  adopted  by  both  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  Lambeth 
Conference  of  Anglican  Bishops. 

Neither  of  those  bodies,  however, 
has  legislative  authority,  the  bishop 
pointed  out.  But  the  establishment  of 
regional  dialogues,  as  in  the  United 
States,  follows  the  pattern  of  Anglican 
relations  with  other  CJiristian  com¬ 
munions.  The  Church  of  England  and 
British  Methodists  also  have  decided 
to  explore  the  possibility  of  a 
covenant  relationship. 

In  Atlanta,  the  dialogue  teams  con¬ 
sidered  “our  common  history,  our 
similarities  and  our  differences,”  and 
set  a  goal  of  “full  communion  in  min¬ 
istry,  witness  and  mission,”  Oden 
said. 

“It  is  our  hope  that  the  two 
denominations  will  have  closer  part¬ 
nerships  at  the  local  level  to  reach  a 
point  of  reconciliation  of  ministries, 
working  together  in  common  mis¬ 
sion,”  he  added. 

Thomas  Ferguson,  Episcopal  asso¬ 


ciate  deputy  for  ecumenical  and 
interfaith  relations,  said  his  denomi¬ 
nation  was  “delighted”  to  enter  the 
dialogue.  "In  many  ways,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  the  church  clos¬ 
est  to  Anglicanism  in  terms  of  history 
and  liturgy,”  he  noted. 

The  teams  plan  to  take  a  statement 
to  the  Episcopal  General  Convention 
in  2003  and  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  2004,  “which 
will  hopefully  ratify  the  conclusions  of 
the  international  dialogue  and  move 
us  a  step  toward  interim  Eucharist 
sharing,”  the  bishop  said. 

Both  denominations  were  found¬ 
ing  members  of  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  and  so  share  “a  com¬ 
mon  agreement  on  doctrine,  includ¬ 
ing  the  creeds  and  unity  and  bap¬ 
tism,”  Oden  said.  But  that  organiza¬ 
tion  discouraged  bilateral  dialogues, 
he  noted,  adding  that  its  successor 
body,  Churches  Uniting  in  Christ,  is 
more  open  to  those  dialogues. 

United  Methodists  also  are 
engaged  in  dialogue  with  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
America,  which  already  has  a 
covenant  with  the  Episcopalians. 
“We’re  hoping  to  keep  these  two  dia¬ 
logues  in  concert,”  Oden  said. 

The  next  United  Methodist- 
Episcopalian  dialogue  meeting  will 
take  place  next  winter.  The  bishop 
expects  that  a  final  report,  with  sug¬ 
gestions  for  action,  will  be  taken  to 
the  Episcopal  General  Convention  in 
2006  and  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  2008. 

Besides  Oden,  United  Methodist 
members  of  the  dialogue  team  are  the 
Rev.  Trey  Hall  of  Glenview,  Ill.;  the  Rev. 
Lucia  Guzman  of  Denver;  the  Rev. 
Diedre  Kriewald  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington; 
the  Rev.  Russell  Richey  of  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in  Adanta;  and  the 
Rev.  Erica  Jenkins  of  St.  Martinville, 

La. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Robbins,  the  com¬ 
mission’s  chief  executive,  of  New  York, 
serves  as  staff. 
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Ask  and  you  shall  receive!  \ 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness 
in  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  i 

and  you  will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass 
the  form  along  to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News!  i 

Name _  I 

Address _ 1 

Telephone _  , 

Church  I 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  ; 

□  $15  (One  year)  I 

□  $25  (Two  years)  I 


Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men,  led  by  Joe  Kelly,  at 
right,  plan  for  an  upcoming  FamilyLife  Homebuilders  Marriage  Seminar  the  group 
is  sponsoring  Oct.  11-12  at  the  Conference  center  in  Woodworth. The  event's 
focus  is  helping  couples  move  toward  greater  intimacy  in  their  marriages  through 
better  communication.  For  more  information,  visit  the  Men's  website  at 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/lacumm/. 


Christian  educators  to  hold  conference 


The  CJiristian  Educators  Fellowship 
will  hold  a  national  conference  Oct.  3-7 
in  Norfolk,  Va.,  featuring  worship,  work¬ 
shops  and  resources  for  Sunday  school 
teachers,  youth  pastors,  directors  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  ministries,  program  directors, 
pastors  and  others. 

The  fellowship  is  an  organization  for 
Christian  educators  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  It  is  affiliated  with 
the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Discipleship,  based  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

"By  Rivers  of  Living  Water,”  is  the 
theme  for  the  event.  Participants  will  be 
able  to  choose  from  several  mini-plena¬ 
ry  sessions  and  multiple  workshops. 

A  keynote  speaker  will  be  the  Rev. 


Gary  Gunderson,  director  of  the 
Interfaith  Health  Program  of  Emory 
School  of  Public  Health  and  author  of 
Deeply  Woven  Roots  and  Playing  to  Our 
Strengths.  He  will  lead  a  session  on 
"Drawing  From  Deep  Wells:  Leadership 
for  Community  Transformation.” 

“Participants  will  explore  the  ways 
that  the  living  water  the  world  needs  is 
more  likely  to  be  found  beneath  us,  deep 
in  the  ‘aquifer’  of  meaning,  coherence 
and  traditions  that  nurture  mature 
faith,”  he  said. 

Registration  deadline  is  Sept.  10.  For 
information  on  the  conference,  contact 
the  fellowship  at  (615)  749-6870  or  go  to 
www.cefumc.org  online. 


Youth  invited  to 'reach  higher' 


Youth  are  invited  to  “Reach  Higher, 
Deeper,  Further”  in  their  spiritual  lives 
at  Youth2003,  an  event  set  for  next 
summer  for  United  Methodists  from 
around  the  globe. 

The  gathering,  sponsored  every 
four  years  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  be  held  July 
23-27  at  the  University  of  Tennessee  in 
Knoxville. 

The  event  is  designed  for  youth 
ages  12-18  and  their  adult  leaders. 
Youth  of  all  ages  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  central  confer¬ 
ences  -  regional  units  outside  the 
United  States  -  are  invited. 

Each  day,  Bishop  Violet  Fisher  of 
the  New  York  West  Area  and  Bishop 
Mary  Ann  Swenson  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Area  will  partner  with  youth  in  Bible 
study. 

Stephen  Handy,  director  of  sales  at 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  will  be  the  opening  speaker. 
Others  will  include  Duffy  Robbins, 


chair  of  the  Youth  Ministry  Program  at 
Eastern  College  in  St.  David’s,  Pa.;  and 
Jay  Williams,  a  junior  at  Harvard 
University,  co-leader  of  the  United 
Methodist  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People,  and  board  member  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries.  The 
Rev.  Grace  Imathiu,  a  Kenyan-born 
pastor  and  international  speaker,  will 
conclude  the  event. 

The  registration  fee  before  Jan.  31  is 
$335;  it  goes  up  to  $360  between  Feb. 

1  and  May  30,  and  $375  after  May  31. 
The  fee  covers  four  nights’  housing,  1 1 
meals  and  transportation  from  the 
Knoxville  airport.  It  also  covers  the 
Youth2003  program,  which  includes 
concerts,  Bible  studies,  workshops, 
service  learning  options  and  recre¬ 
ational  activities. 

For  more  information,  go  to 
www.youth2003.org;  call  Lori 
Whitehurst  at  (615)  340-7176  or  (877) 
899-2780,  Ext.  7176;  or  send  an  e-mail 
message  to  youth2003@gbod.org. 
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United  Methodist  Web  Ministry  Guild  to  sponsor  live  webcast 


In  an  effort  to  reach  out  to  local 
church  Web  developers,  the  United 
Methodist  Web  Ministry  Guild 
(UMWMG)  will  present  a  live  audio  web¬ 
cast,  “We  Built  Our  Church  Web  Site: 

Now  What?”  from  the  Radisson  Hotel  in 
New  Orleans,  LA  (1500  Canal  Street)  on 
Thursday,  October  31  from  9-11:30  a.m. 
(CT).  The  UMWMG  is  a  ministry  offering 
technical  and  spiritual  support  to  those 
actively  involved  in  Internet  ministries. 
This  interactive  event  will  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  annual  meeting  of 
The  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  (UMAC).  Participants 
may  query  panelists  either  as  an  audi¬ 
ence  member  or  by  e-mail.  Log  onto 
www.UMC.org/webministry,  the  official 
Web  site  of  the  UMWMG,  for  further 
instructions. 

The  UMWMG  supports  local  church 
Web  developers  using  the  Internet  to 


extend  their  church’s  mission  and  min¬ 
istry.  This  concept  of  Web  as  a  ministry 
will  be  the  focal  point  of  the  first  of  two 
panel  discussions.  The  UMWMG  is  gath¬ 
ering  many  of  the  top  Web  ministers 
from  around  the  country  to  discuss  how 
they  developed  their  online  ministries. 
Scheduled  to  participate: 

Mark  Stephenson  started  the 
Ginghamsburg  CyberMinistry  in  1997. 
The  church’s  Web  site, 
www.Ginghamsburg.org,  currently  has 
over  2,500  pages  and  over  2.5  GB  of 
streaming  video,  and  hosts  over  50,000 
user  visits  per  month.  An  electrical  engi¬ 
neer  by  training,  Mark  now  works  as  a 
chief  scientist  at  Science  Applications 
International  Corporation,  a  high-tech 
research  and  technology  company. 

The  Rev.  Faith  Green  is  the  associate 
pastor  over  communication,  technology 
and  public  relations  for  her  home 


church,  Hope  United  Methodist  Church, 
www.hopeumc.org.  A  graduate  of  the 
divinity  school  at  Harvard  University, 
Faith  spent  a  number  of  years  working 
as  a  journalist,  reporting  for  such  nota¬ 
bles  as  National  Public  Radio,  CBS  radio, 
ABC  radio  and  several  Christian  net¬ 
works  including  Focus  on  the  Family. 

Amy  Texley  was  challenged  to  “dream 
big”  three  years  ago.  And  since  that  time, 
she  has.  As  director  of  information  for 
United  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Resurrection,  Amy  has  been  provided  an 
opportunity  to  apply  concepts  used  in 
high-growth  business  to  high-growth 
church.  The  vision  of  the  church,  to  be 
passionate  about  reaching  non-religious 
and  nominally  religious  people,  is  the 
foundation  of  www.cor.org,  to  be  the  vir¬ 
tual,  outstretched  hand  of  the  church. 

More  and  more,  church  communica¬ 
tors  are  finding  themselves  fielding 


questions  about  streaming  on  the  Web. 
For  many  churches,  the  high  cost  of 
video  streaming  isn’t  an  option.  During 
the  second  panel  discussion,  Web  devel¬ 
opers  from  churches  utilizing  other, 
more  cost  effective,  forms  of  streaming 
will  share  their  experiences.  They  will 
explain  how  even  the  smallest  of  church¬ 
es  can  make  use  of  this  exciting  new 
technology. 

Communicators  attending  the  UMAC 
annual  meeting,  as  well  as  church  Web 
developers  are  encouraged  to  participate 
in  this  free  event  as  a  member  of  the  live 
audience.  Those  who  attend  will  receive 
an  interactive  CD  containing  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  Web  ministry  resources.  Visit 
www.UMC.org/webministry  for  direc¬ 
tions  to  the  Radisson  Hotel,  New 
Orleans. 

Support  for  the  UMWMG  is  provided 
by  United  Methodist  Communications. 


United  Methodist  pastor  in  Texas  charged  with  beating  wife  to  death 


(UMNS)  -  A  United  Methodist  pastor 
in  Texas  is  free  on  bond  after  being 
charged  in  the  beating  death  of  his  wife. 

The  Rev.  Michael  David  Tabb,  41,  was 
arrested  Aug.  14  for  the  murder  of  Marla 
Tabb,  35,  in  the  east  Texas  town  of  Troup 
on  Aug.  5.  He  was  released  on  a  $50,000 
bond  posted  by  family  members.  The 
case  will  be  presented  to  the  grand  jury, 
but  no  date  has  been  set. 

In  lune,  Tabb  began  a  two-church 
appointment  that  includes  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Troup  and  Walnut 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in  a 
nearby  community.  He  had  been  serving 
as  a  Navy  chaplain  since  the  beginning 
of  1998,  which  was  about  the  time  that 
he  married  Marla,  his  second  wife.  The 
couple,  both  from  Texas,  had  returned  to 
the  state  from  Camp  Lejeune,  N.C. 


Accompanied  by  his  lawyer,  Tabb  had 
voluntarily  surrendered  to  authorities. 

Tabb  is  accused  of  beating  his  wife  to 
death  in  the  master  bedroom  of  their 
parsonage  home.  Authorities  said  they 
found  traces  of  blood  on  his  shoes  and 
in  the  bed  of  his  truck.  The  blood  sam¬ 
ples  are  undergoing  DNA  analysis.  The 
murder  weapon,  believed  to  have  been  a 
wooden  table  leg,  has  not  been  found. 
The  police  continue  to  collect  informa¬ 
tion. 

“We’re  definitely  doing  a  lot  of  follow¬ 
up,”  said  Lt.  Larry  Wigin ton  of  the  Smith 
County  Sheriff’s  Department.  “We’re  very 
aggressive  on  this  case.” 

Tabb  called  the  sheriff’s  office  at  5:50 
p.m.  on  Aug.  5  to  report  that  he  had 
found  the  front  door  of  his  home  ajar 
when  he  returned  from  running  errands, 


according  to  the  arrest  affidavit.  He  had 
entered  to  find  his  wife’s  body  on  the 
floor  of  their  bedroom.  Tabb  said  he  had 
taken  their  2-year-old  son  with  him  and 
their  6-week-old  son  was  in  a  playpen  in 
the  living  room.  Tabb  said  he  knelt 
beside  his  wife  and  touched  her  arm 
then  left  the  room. 

The  affidavit  reported  that  traces  of 
blood  were  found  on  Tabb’s  shoes. 
Authorities  said  the  pattern  of  the  blood 
on  his  shoes  was  inconsistent  with  those 
of  someone  walking  into  a  crime  scene 
to  give  aid. 

The  day  after  the  murder,  detectives 
found  traces  of  blood  in  the  pickup.  Both 
the  shoes  and  the  truck  appeared  to 
have  been  cleaned,  the  affidavit  said. 

The  arrest  affidavit  said  the  couple  had 
both  verbal  and  physical  altercations 


during  their  marriage. 

A  memorial  service  was  held  for 
Marla  Tabb  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tyler  during  the  Sunday  serv¬ 
ice  Aug.  11.  Her  funeral  had  been  Aug.  9 
at  her  family’s  church  in  Beaumont, 
Texas. 

The  Texas  Annual  (regional) 
Conference  has  appointed  the  Rev. 
George  Helton,  who  is  retired,  to  serve  as 
interim  pastor  for  the  churches,  and  it  is 
providing  counselors  to  children,  youth 
and  adults  in  both  congregations, 
according  to  the  Rev.  David  McKay,  con¬ 
ference  spokesman  in  Houston. 

Tabb,  who  was  ordained  an  elder  in 
1996,  had  served  churches  in  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  Beaumont  and  Houston-North 
districts  before  becoming  a  Navy  chap¬ 
lain. 


One  man's  vision: 'Glasses  for  the  Masses' 


A  UMNS  photo  by  Annette  Bender  /  The  Call 

Tom  Beard  directs  Glasses  for  the  Masses,  a  ministry  based  at  Fairview  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Maryville, Tenn.,  that  supplies  eyeglasses  for  more  than  30  over¬ 
seas  missions. The  eyeglasses  come  and  go  from  a  small  office  in  Fairview's  basement, 
where  Beard  and  eight  regular  volunteers  sort  the  donations  for  distribution. 


BY  ANNETTE  BENDER 

All  over  the  country,  United 
Methodist  churches  and  other  groups 
pack  up  used  eyeglasses  and  ship  them 
to  an  address  in  Maryville,  Tenn. 

The  boxes  -  marked  "fragile”  and 
“glass”  and  bursting  with  bubble  wrap  - 
arrive  almost  daily  at  Fairview  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  office  workers 
say  they  delight  in  seeing  where  the 
boxes  originated. 

Someday,  the  eyeglasses  will  be 
shipped  to  an  overseas  mission.  Until 
then,  the  new  arrivals  will  join  some 
20,000  other  pairs  in  a  church  storage 
room  or  the  10,000  pairs  that  Tom  Beard 
keeps  in  his  living  room. 

As  director  of  “Glasses  for  the 
Masses,”  Beard  is  responsible  for  stow¬ 
ing  the  eyeglasses  as  well  as  getting  them 
back  into  circulation. 

The  7-year-old  ministry  has  supplied 
thousands  of  glasses  for  more  than  30 
missions,  including  Methodist  Mobile 
Medical  Clinic  in  Paraguay  and 
Operation  Classroom  in  Liberia. 

Missions  have  also  been  served  in  Costa 
Rica,  Bolivia,  Brazil,  Cuba,  Ukraine, 
Guatemala,  Honduras,  Kenya  and 
Venezuela. 

The  eyeglasses  come  and  go  from  a 


small  office  in  Fairview’s  basement, 
where  Beard  and  eight  regular  volun¬ 
teers  do  the  bulk  of  the  work. 

“First,  we  remove  the  packaging,” 
Beard  says.  "People  are  very  careful  with 
their  packages  -  especially  when  they 
are  sending  them  to  God  -  so  a  large 
percentage  of  what  comes  in  the  boxes  is 
wrapping  and  paper.  We  can’t  store  all 
that.” 

Unpacked,  the  eyeglasses  are  stored 
until  they  can  be  cleaned  in  the  church 
dishwasher,  often  by  a  Boy  Scout  troop 
or  Sunday  school  class. 

Then  it’s  just  a  matter  of  time  before 
volunteers  test  every  lens  in  every  pair  of 
glasses  for  prescription  strength.  They 
use  a  machine  called  a  “lensometer,” 
which  Fairview’s  congregation  donated 
$2,200  to  buy  in  1995.  The  lensometer 
spits  out  a  slip  of  paper  containing  the 
prescription.  The  paper  accompanies 
every  pair  of  glasses  on  the  way  to  the 
mission  field. 

Glasses  for  the  Masses  has  500  donat¬ 
ing  groups  in  its  database,  from  nearly 
every  state. 

“I  don’t  think  we’ve  received  any 
packages  from  Alaska,"  Beard  says  with  a 
smile. 

The  glasses  come  in  all  shapes,  colors 


and  sizes  -  some  even  with  rhinestones 
or  colored  lenses. 

Most  donations  come  from  United 
Methodist  groups.  On  this  day,  volun¬ 


teers  open  boxes  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Van  Nuys,  Calif., 
and  Sedge  Garden  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Kemersville,  N.C. 
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Angola  continues  in  deep  humanitarian 
crisis  after  years  of  conflict  and  poverty 


BY  PAUL  JEFFREY 

LUANDA,  Angola  (UMNS)  -  After  a 
quarter  century  of  war,  Angola  is  at 
peace.  Yet  an  immense  humanitarian 
crisis  has  emerged  in  the  wake  of  the 
armed  conflict,  leaving  international  aid 
organizations  struggling  to  meet  the 
urgent  needs  of  the  war’s  many  victims. 

Among  those  seeking  to  help  are 
members  of  Action  by  Churches 
Together,  the  international  alliance  of 
churches  and  church  agencies  respond¬ 
ing  to  disasters.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  is  a  major  ACT 
member. 

Four  million  people  -  almost  a  third 
of  Angola’s  population  -  have  been  dis¬ 
placed  by  the  conflict,  according  to  aid 
officials.  More  than  400,000  of  the  dis¬ 
placed  are  living  in  camps. 

The  most  recent  arrivals,  who  fled 
fierce  fighting  during  the  final  months  of 
the  war,  are  in  desperate  condition,  aid 
agencies  report.  Cut  off  from  the  rest  of 
the  country  as  long  as  the  fighting  con¬ 
tinued,  their  emergence  has  shocked 
even  aid  workers  accustomed  to 
Angola’s  brutal  poverty.  “Many  of  these 
people  are  barely  alive,”  said  Lisa 
Grande,  Angola  director  of  the  United 
Nation’s  Office  for  the  Coordination  of 
Humanitarian  Affairs. 

The  United  Nations  considers  Angola 
the  worst  humanitarian  crisis  in  the 
world  today,  with  as  many  as  3  million 
people  receiving  emergency  assistance. 

In  addition  to  those  displaced  inter¬ 
nally,  some  470,000  Angolan  refugees 
live  outside  the  country,  mostly  in 
Zambia,  Namibia  and  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo. 

The  war  had  its  roots  in  the  struggle 
to  control  Angola  following  an  end  to 
colonial  rule  by  Portugal  in  1975.  Three 
major  liberation  movements  fought  for 
control  of  the  country.  Yet  Angola  soon 
became  a  batdeground  in  the  Cold  War, 
with  Cuba  and  the  Soviet  Union  backing 
the  new  government,  while  the  United 
States  and  South  Africa  backed  the  main 
rebel  group,  UNITA,  headed  by  Jonas 
Savimbi. 

With  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  the 
Angolan  conflict  was  interrupted  twice 
by  cease-fire  agreements  during  the 
1990s. 

Yet  global  business  kept  the  fighting 
going  by  buying  petroleum  from  the 
government  and  diamonds  from  UNITA. 
A  U.N.-sponsored  embargo  of  UNITA 
finally  crippled  the  rebel  army  financial¬ 
ly,  and  the  government  turned  on  the 
heat  militarily,  effectively  decimating 
UNITA  but  forcing  the  displacement  of 
thousands  of  civilians  who  were  in  the 
way  of  war.  While  controversial,  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  policy  worked,  and  Savimbi 
was  killed  in  February  near  the  eastern 
town  of  Luena. 

Savimbi’s  death  led  to  an  April  cease¬ 
fire  between  the  government  army  and 
UNITA’s  remaining  military  command¬ 
ers. 

By  June,  some  84,000  UNITA  troops, 
along  with  a  quarter-million  family 
members,  had  moved  into  34  demobi¬ 
lization  camps  around  the  country. 

Some  5,000  of  the  former  combatants 


will  be  absorbed  into  the  country’s  mili¬ 
tary  and  police;  the  remainder  will  sup¬ 
posedly  return  to  civilian  life. 

The  rainy  season  begins  in 
September,  yet  only  a  few  of  the  dis¬ 
placed  are  expected  to  try  returning 
home  in  time  to  plant  their  fields  for  the 
next  year.  Most  of  the  former  soldiers 
and  the  displaced  families,  especially  the 
recent  arrivals,  are  too  weak  to  travel, 
having  survived  for  years  in  the  bush, 
feeding  only  on  roots,  herbs  and  wild 
animals. 

Many  of  the  displaced  had  their  fields 
and  houses  burned  to  force  them  to 
leave.  Some  will  come  home  to  fields 
that  are  now  occupied  by  others. 

Millions  of  land  mines,  no  one  knows 
exacdy  how  many,  are  seeded  along 
paths  and  roads  and  around  wells. 

International  assistance  for  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  civil  war  has  been  slow  to 
materialize  in  the  wake  of  the  April 
cease-fire,  with  donor  nations  arguing 
that  Angola’s  oil-rich  and  corruption- 
plagued  government  should  pay  more  of 
the  bill  for  caring  for  and  relocating  peo¬ 
ple.  Angola’s  leaders  claim  they  mort¬ 
gaged  future  oil  receipts  to  pay  for  the 
war  and  argue  that  world  superpowers, 
who  used  their  country  as  a  battle¬ 
ground  during  the  Cold  War,  have  a 
moral  responsibility  to  help  repair  the 
damage. 

Members  of  the  ACT  alliance  believe 
the  victims  of  the  lengthy  conflict 
shouldn’t  have  to  wait  any  longer  to 
receive  assistance.  They  have  been 
working  to  assist  Angolans  struggling  to 
make  peace  meaningful. 

The  Lutheran  World  Federation  has 
been  designated  the  lead  ACT  agency  in 
Angola.  In  the  eastern  provinces  of 
Moxico  and  Lunda  Sul,  where  the  war’s 
end  game  was  fought,  ACT  is  working  in 
five  demobilization  camps,  assisting  the 
families  of  3,000  former  UNITA  combat¬ 
ants. 

In  15  camps  for  the  displaced,  ACT  is 
providing  food  and  other  assistance  to 
15,000  families.  The  U.N.’s  Grande  con¬ 
siders  the  organization’s  work  in  the 
camps  to  be  a  model.  “ACT  runs  the  best 
displaced  camps  I’ve  seen  anywhere  in 
the  world,”  she  said. 

ACT  works  closely  with  the  Mines 
Advisory  Group,  which  is  clearing  land 
mines  and  unexploded  ordnance  from 
key  roads  and  paths  in  the  region.  As 
soon  as  routes  into  rural  communities 
are  safe  to  travel,  Luena-based  ACT  staff 
members  are  carrying  out  assessments 
of  what’s  needed  to  save  the  lives  of  vic¬ 
tims  and  make  return  home  possible. 

Once  conditions  are  relatively  safe, 
ACT  will  provide  a  variety  of  assistance 
to  returning  families,  including  seeds 
and  tools  for  planting,  plastic  sheeting 
for  housing,  wells  and  pumps  for  drink¬ 
ing  water,  rehabilitation  of  schools  and 
clinics,  and  additional  training  for  com¬ 
munity  health  promoters. 

ACT  will  also  assist  refugees  returning 
through  Moxico,  and  in  coming  days  will 
open  offices  in  Luau  near  the  border 
with  the  Democratic  Republic  of  the 
Congo,  and  in  Cazombo  on  the  border 
with  Zambia. 


UMNS  photos  by  Paul  Jeffrey  /  ACT 

Angola  has  more  than  86,000  land  mine  victims.  Although  peace  has  finally  come,  the 
country  will  continue  to  struggle  with  land  mines  for  many  years.  Mines  from  more  than 
22  countries  have  been  used  in  Angola.  Action  by  Churches  Together  supports  both 
demining  and  mine  awareness  education. 


A  malnourished  girl  in  Kamasinque,  Angola,  stands  in  the  charred  ruins  of  what  had 
been  her  family's  home  until  UNITA  forces  burned  it  in  1999,  forcing  the  family  to  flee. 
They  returned  home  in  July,  facing  huge  obstacles  in  resuming  their  life  as  subsistence 
farmers.  Action  by  Churches  Together  is  helping  families  like  them  with  seeds,  agricul¬ 
tural  tools  and  other  assistance. 


Coming  Nov.  1-2! 
Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission 

Celebration  2002! 

First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Alexandria. 

Keynote  speakers  include  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  Bishop 
Ruediger  Minor  of  Russia,  and 
Bishop  Ricardo  Pereira  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Cuba. 
Contact  the  LAVIM  office  at  (225) 
346-1646,  or  visit  the  conference 
website  at  www.la-umc.org  for 
more  information. 


All  District 
and  Local  Church 
Communicators! 

2002  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators 
Annual  Meeting 
“Communications... 

And  All  That  Jazz” 

Oct.  31 -Nov.  2,  2002 
Radisson  Hotel,  New  Orleans 
For  more  information, 
call  Betty  Backstrom 
(225)  346-1646 
Or  visit  the  website  www.la- 
umc.org/umac.htm 

Day  rates  available! 


■  Lake  Charles 
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District  communicators  tell  stories  of  local  churches 


Do  you  have  a  great  story  to  tell  about 
your  local  church?  Do  you  have  an  inter¬ 
esting  picture  from  a  church  or  District 
function?  Your  District  Communicator 
wants  to  hear  from  you! 

By  sharing  news  of  activities,  projects 


and  events  with  the  rest  of  the 
Conference  through  Louisiana  Now!, 
congregations  strengthen  their  connec- 
tional  network.  What  a  great  way  to 
share  ideas  and  successes  with  each 
other.  No  story  is  too  large  or  too  small. 


Pastors,  if  your  local  church  commu¬ 
nicator  does  not  have  the  following 
information,  please  pass  it  on. 

If  your  church  falls  in  the  Alexandria 

See  Communicators,  page  3 


September  Mourning 


Benny  Ouber  of  the  Rapides  Parish  Fire  Department 
shows  emotion  as  "taps"  are  played  during  an  inter¬ 
faith  service  co-sponsored  by  the  cities  of  Pineville  and 
Alexandria  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  1 1  at  the  Alexandria 
Riverfront  Center."One  in  Sorrow,  One  in  Hope"  was 
the  theme  for  the  ecumenical  event,  attended  by  more 
than  3,500  people.  United  Methodists  Clarence  Fields 
and  Ned  Randolph,  the  towns'  respective  mayors, 
called  clergy  from  both  cities  together  to  plan  the  com¬ 
memoration.  Left:  Rosa  Fields,  wife  of  Mayor  Fields  and 
a  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pineville,  sings  the  national  anthem  as  Mayor 
Randolph  looks  on.  Randolph  serves  as  Lay  Leader  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  Featured 
during  the  service  were  performances  by  a  combined 
CENLA  high  school  choir,  which  included  youth  from 
the  two  cities  and  from  Grand  parish.  Dr.  Earl  Grollman, 
an  internationally  known  writer  and  speaker  in  the 
areas  of  grief,  death  and  dying  was  the  keynote  pre¬ 
senter.  Photos  courtesy  of  The  Town  Talk. 


UM  Men  to  host  FamilyLife  marriage  seminar 


United  Methodist  Men  is  sponsoring  a 
FamilyLife  Homebuilders  Marriage 
Seminar  Oct.  11-12  at  the  Conference 
center  in  Woodworth.  The  event’s  focus  is 
helping  couples  move  toward  greater  inti¬ 
macy  in  their  marriages  through  better 
communication. 

Cost  will  be  $30  per  person  plus  room 


reservation  costs.  To  reserve  a  room,  call 
(318)  449-4500. 

Registration  forms  are  available  from 
local  church  UMM  or  from  the  District 
offices.  For  more  information  call 
Richard  Bushnell  at  the  Conference 
Center  or  visit  the  website,  www.fami- 
lylife.com. 


Kit  and  Drew  Coons 
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Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  preached  at  a  city-wide  ecumenical  service  held 
during  the  evening  of  Sept.  1 1  on  the  front  steps  of  the  Lake  Charles  Civic  Center. 
Nearly  1,500  attended  the  service,  which  featured  a  community  choir  represent¬ 
ing  almost  60  churches  from  the  Lake  Charles  area.  Lamar  Robertson,  choir  direc¬ 
tor  for  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  led  the  group. 


Web  seminar  scheduled  for  Oct.  31 


The  United  Methodist  Web  Ministry 
Guild  (UMWMG)  will  present  a  live 
audio  webcast,  “We  Built  Our  Church 
Web  Site:  Now  What?”  from  the  Radisson 
Hotel  in  New  Orleans  on  Thursday,  Oct. 
31  from  9-11:30  a.m.  This  interactive 
event  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  annual  meeting  of  The  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Communica¬ 
tors  (UMAC),  scheduled  for  Oct.  31 -Nov. 
2  in  the  Crescent  City.  Local  church  web¬ 
masters,  clergy  and  laity  are  invited  to 
attend  either  in  person,  or  to  log  onto 


http://www.UMC.org/webministry,  the 
official  web  site  of  the  UMWMG,  for  fur¬ 
ther  instructions. 

“This  should  be  a  wonderful  opportu¬ 
nity  for  us  here  in  Louisiana  to  further 
our  understanding  and  work  in  using 
the  Internet  to  extend  our  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry. 

“I  encourage  you  to  put  that  date  on 
your  calendar  and  either  be  present  in 
New  Orleans  for  the  presentation,  or  be 
present  by  way  of  email,”  said  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness 
in  Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW! 
and  you  will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass 
the  form  along  to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Telephone _ 

Church  _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Mother  Oak  and  Baby  Prickly  Pear 


Every  year  for  the  past  33  (with  one 
exception)  Kay  and  I  have  gone  to 
Bloys  Camp  Meeting  just  outside  Fort 
Davis,  Texas.  The  Camp  Meeting  is 
nesded  in  a  large  grove  of  live  oak  trees 
in  the  heart  of  the  Davis  Mountains.  It 
is  a  beautiful  and  historic  spot  in  far 
west  Texas.  I’ve  had  the  joy  of  being 
the  United  Methodist  preacher  there 
for  the  past  twenty  years.  It  is  a  spiri¬ 
tual  home  for  us. 

This  summer,  as  we  were  walking 
early  one  morning,  I  noticed  a  most 
unusual  sight.  One  of  the  old  live  oaks 
had  become  the  caregiver  to  a  baby 
Prickly  Pear  cactus.  The  two  are  not  of 
the  same  species  of  plant  life.  In  fact, 
in  many  ways  they  do  not  resemble 
one  another  at  all.  The  gnarly  old  oak 
is  huge  and  requires  measurable  water 
to  keep  it  going.  The  Prickly  Pear  is 
primarily  a  desert  plant,  existing  where 
water  seldom  falls,  and  generally  small 
in  size. 

In  this  case  the  oak’s  trunk  had 
formed  something  of  a  pocket  where 
the  Prickly  Pear  found  a  favorable 
home.  I  don’t  know  if  there  had  been 
just  enough  dirt  accumulated  in  the 
pocket  in  the  tree  so  that  the  small 
cactus  could  take  root,  or  if  the  cactus 
had  just  attached  itself  somehow  to 
the  bark  that  was  soft  and  nurturing. 
Whatever  the  case,  there  it  was  -  a 
scene  only  nature  could  produce.  Two 
totally  different  plants  were  nurturing 
and  dependent  on  one  another. 

When  I  looked  at  the  strange  phe¬ 
nomenon,  I  was  captured  by  the 
thought  that  this  is  how  the  church 
should  function.  The  old  mother  oak, 
the  elder  statesperson  of  the  area  had 
provided  a  home  for  a  new  interloper  - 
a  cactus.  Not  only  had  a  nurturing 
home  been  provided,  the  strange 
“baby”  was  growing  quite  nicely!  It 
was  a  living  parable  for  our  time. 

We  live  in  a  day  and  time  when  we 
are  finding  some  "strange  bedfellows” 
in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ!  They 
take  all  forms;  worship  style,  theologi¬ 
cal  differences,  social  differences, 
music  preference,  etc.  In  many  ways 
they  are  as  unalike  as  an  old  oak  and  a 
young  Prickly  Pear.  And  yet  they  all 
share  the  same  church  and  have  the 
same  purpose  -  life  in  Christ  and  wor¬ 
ship  of  God. 

While  the  old  oaks  of  the  faith  may 
have  been  around  longer  and  have 
grown  large  and  stately  in  their  years 
of  service  and  existence,  they  are  not 
the  only  forms  of  life  around.  Other 


species  are  seeking 
to  grow  as  well. 

You  would  think 
that  the  oaks  would 
only  have  one 
interest  -  the  prop¬ 
agation  of  other 
oaks.  But  this  one 
at  Bloys  Camp 
Meeting  ventured 
forth  in  a  new  way 
and  provided  a 
home  for  a  fledgling 
plant  that  was  totally  different  from 
herself.  Maybe  she  knew  that  without 
her  help  and  the  offer  of  her  own 
bosom,  the  Prickly  Pear  wouldn’t  sur¬ 
vive,  and  survival  in  the  desert  moun¬ 
tains  is  a  common  interest  of  all  plant 
life.  And  let’s  also  remember  the 
notion  that  the  hand  that  feeds  you 
also  helps  shape  you  in  your  values 
and  understandings. 

Could  we  be  likened  to  this  scene 
from  nature?  Could  we  be  called  to 
exist  not  only  side-by-side,  but  to  exist 
totally  dependent  on  one  another? 
Could  God  be  calling  the  great  oaks  of 
the  United  Methodist  church  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  nurturing  and  caring  setting  in 
which  new  life  can  spring  up,  even  if  it 
is  totally  unlike  the  caregiver  in 
appearance?  If  we  are  all  striving  to 
serve  Jesus  Christ  and  come  to  know 
him  more  clearly,  could  we  be  called  to 
offer  ourselves  to  each  other  for  inter¬ 
dependence  and  growth?  I’m  sure  the 
old  oak  in  west  Texas  must  derive 
some  satisfaction  from  the  fact  she  has 
given  a  home  to  a  Prickly  Pear  and  has 
welcomed  this  different  creature  to  her 
bosom.  After  all,  the  earth  that 
received  the  acom  that  turned  into 
this  oak,  had  also  received  the  broken 
off  piece  of  cactus  that  produced 
numerous  Prickly  Pears  in  the  region 
as  well.  Doesn’t  God  offer  to  all  of  us, 
different  as  we  may  be,  the  soil  in 
which  our  lives  may  grow  and  in 
which  we  may  flourish?  And  if  God 
will  do  that  for  us,  why  shouldn’t  we  do 
that  for  each  other? 

Just  a  thought  for  the  journey!  May 
we  all  be  nurturing  caregivers  for  those 
on  the  same  journey  with  us  until  at 
last  we  exist  happily,  joyfully,  different¬ 
ly  in  each  others  arms. 

In  Christ’s  love  (that’s  what  it’s  all 
about!) 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Mount  Sequoyah  to  host 'Spirit  of  Christmas 


Mount  Sequoyah  will  host  “The  Spirit 
of  Christmas”,  an  overnight  holiday 
excursion  at  the  Fayetteville,  Ark.  retreat 
center  from  Dec.  6-7.  Designed  to 
delight  the  entire  family,  guests  will  enjoy 
horse  cart  rides,  caroling,  a  hand  bell 
choir,  Christmas  storytelling  and  a  holi¬ 
day  dinner  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  6. 

The  cozy  atmosphere  is  also  enhanced 


with  trolley  rides  to  the  lights  of  the 
Ozarks,  and  by  a  special  breakfast  on 
Saturday  morning. 

The  cost  is  $75  per  person,  which  also 
provides  lodging  for  Friday  night,  double 
occupancy  in  a  room.  Children  under  six 
are  free,  and  ages  6-15  are  half  price. 

For  more  information,  or  to  register, 
call  Mount  Sequoyah  at  (479)  443-4531. 
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An  invitation  to  attend  the  W.T.  Handy  Convocation:  Strengthening  the  Black  Church 


Grace  and  peace  to  you  in  the  Name 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  This 
letter  is  an  invitation  to  attend  the  2002 
Louisiana  Conference  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church:  W.T.Handy  Convocation 
at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
from  Nov.  15-Nov.  16,  2002. 

Registration  is  $25  for  adults  and  $10 
for  youth.  Please  make  all  checks  out  to 
LA  Conference  #6314,  and  mail  all  forms 
as  well  as  checks  to:  Alonzo  Campbell, 
LA  Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  at  Roberts  UMC,  RO.  Box  193, 
Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 

Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough,  senior  pastor 
of  Cascade  United  Methodist  Church, 
Atlanta,  will  be  the  2002  Convocation 
Preacher.  His  sermons  will  be  centered 
on  this  year’s  theme  of  making  disciples 
for  Jesus  Christ  so  that  our  churches  can 
grow  in  membership,  mission  and  min¬ 
istry.  Dr.  Kimbrough’s  church  is  one  of 
the  fastest  growing  churches  in  United 
Methodism.  Currendy,  his  church  has  50 
different  Bible  Studies.  He  is  also  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  General  Conference 


Several  United  Methodist 
authors  will  be  selling  their 
books  during  the  Nov.  15-16, 
2002  W.T.Handy 
Convocation.  If  there  are  any 
other  Louisiana  UMW  authors 
who  would  like  to  sell  and 
autograph  their  books,  please 
contact  Jeanne  B.  Green,  4940 
Lafon  Drive,  New  Orleans,  LA 
701 26  or  call  (504)  241-0842. 
The  author  must  commit  to 
being  present,  as  the  commit¬ 
tee  cannot  be  responsible  for 
the  books. 


Campbell  preach  regarding  his 

vision  for  Louisiana 
African  American  congregations,  of  all 
sizes.  The  following  workshops  will  be 
offered:  Computer  Technology  with 
David  West,  an  expert  in  the  field; 
Utilizing  Urban  Ministries  Curriculum  to 
promote  Sunday 

School  growth  led  by  Cynthia  August, 
Shalom  Zone  Ministry;  Nurturing  the 
Clergy  Spouse  led  by  Kay  Hutchinson, 
Ruth  Handy  and  Majorie  Kimbrough; 
Nurturing  the  Pastor  and  Dealing  with 
Local  Church  Conflict  led  by  Dr.  Craig 
Gilliam  of  New  Orleans;  Praise  and 
Worship  led  by  Joyce  Gross  and  Chris 
Gross,  who  will  also  serve  as  music 


directors  for  the  convocation;  Promoting 
Tithing  led  by  the  HartzeU  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Tithing  Team.  Also,  a  plenary  will  be 
offered  regarding  “Stewardship  in  the 
African  American  Church.” 

A  Cokesbury  Bookstore  that  will  fea¬ 
ture  the  books  authored  by  our 
Convocation  presenters  who  have  pub¬ 
lished. 

Registration  will  begin  on  Friday,  Nov. 
15  at  Dillard  University  at  5  p.m. 

This  year,  the  Downtown  Holiday  Inn 
across  from  New  Orleans’  City  Hall  near 
the  Superdome  will  be  our  convocation 
hotel.  Call  1 -800-HOLIDAY  to  make  a 
reservation  prior  to  Oct.  15,  which  is  the 
deadline.  Let  the  reservation  clerk  know 
that  you  are  reserving  with  a  block  of 
rooms’under  “Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference.”  The  rate  is  $80 
plus  tax.  Again,  this  rate  will  expire  Oct. 
15!  Parking  in  the  hotel  garage  is  $6  per 
day.  Our  room  block  stands  from  Nov. 
14-Nov.  16,  so  you  may  stay  overnight  on 
Nov.  16.  Local  United  Methodist  church 
vans  will  transport  from  the  hotel  to 


Dillard  on  both  days,  so  you  may  leave 
your  vehicle  parked  at  the  hotel.  We  can 
only  provide  this  service  from  the 
Holiday  Inn  at  330  Loyola  Ave.,  our  con¬ 
vocation  hotel.  Additional  numbers  for 
the  hotel  are  (504)  581-1600  or  (800)  535- 
7830. 

We  encourage  all  New  Orleans  area 
congregations  to  participate  in  our  con¬ 
vocation  mass  choir,  which  will  sing  on 
Nov.  16  when  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  will  be  preaching.  Please  call 
Rev.  James  Haynes  at  Cornerstone  UMC, 
(504)  242-4090  to  offer  your  singing  serv¬ 
ices.  Our  youth  will  convene  at  the 
Holiday  Inn  on  Nov.  15  and  at  Dillard  on 
Nov.  16. 

For  more  information,  please  call  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  Office  of  Special 
Ministries  at  (225)  664-7979  or  e-mail: 
alonzojcampbell@yahoo.com.  You  may 
call  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  Freddie  Henderson,  our 
Chairperson,  at  (504)  488-5430. 

In  the  Lord’s  Service, 

Alonzo  Campbell 


Strengthening  the  Black  Church:  2002  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Name _ 

Street _ _ _ 

City _ 

State _  Zip _ 

Day  phone _  Evening  phone _ 

E-mail _  Fax _ 

Name  of  church _ 

Send  this  form  along  with  a  $25  check  made  to:  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  Attn:  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.  O. 
Box  1 93,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 
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Volentine 


District,  your  District  Communicator  is 
Miriam  Brown.  She  can  be  reached  by 
phoning  (318)  619-9102  at  work,  or 
(318)  445-9035  at  home. 

Her  email  address  is 
mjbrown9035@yahoo.com  and  her 
street  address  is  3200  Kincaid  Boat  Rd., 
Boyce,  LA  71409-9286. 

The  communicator  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  is  Lynn  Sheehan.  Call 
Lynn  at  home,  (225)  634-7810  or  work, 
(225)  634-7408,  or  email  at  lynshee- 
han@la-umc.org.  Send  information  to 
her  street  address,  P  O.  Box  250, 
Jackson,  LA  70748. 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine  serves  as 
communicator  for  the  Lake  Charles 
District. 

Her  office  phone  is  (337)  536-6732 
and  home  is  (337)  536-6464.  Her  email 
address  is  cvolentine@aol.com,  and  the 
mailing  address  is  501  Main  St., 
Gueydan,  LA  70542. 

Beginning  in  January  2003,  Floyce 
Meyer  will  be  the  new  communicator 


for  the  Monroe  District.  She  may  be 
reached  at  (318)  396-2118  or  sent  email 
via  flossie@bayou.com.  Mail  can  be 
sent  to  2042  Arkansas  Rd.,  West 
Monroe,  LA  71291.  Until  January, 
please  continue  to  contact  District 
Missioner  Jana  Smith,  (318)  355-0919  at 
work  and  (318)  757-4012  at  home.  Her 
email  address  isjanamissioner@cs.com 
and  her  home  address  is  601  Virginia 
Ave.,  Ferriday,  LA  71334. 

New  Orleans  District  Communi¬ 
cator  Dian  Kent  may  be  reached  at 
home  by  calling  (504)  368-2567  or  by 
sending  information  to  837  Sumner  St., 
New  Orleans,  LA  701 14. 

Rev.  Brady  Whitton  serves  the 
Northshore  District  as  its  communica¬ 
tor.  He  may  be  reached  at  the  office, 
(985)  626-3307  or  at  home  (985)  626- 
0524.  The  email  address  is  bswhit- 
ton@earthlink.net  and  the  street 
address  is  335  Asbury  Dr.,  Mandeville, 
LA  70471-3136. 

Laura  Jones  serves  as  the  new 


District  Communicator 
for  the  Ruston  District. 

Her  work  phone  num¬ 
ber  is  (318)  257-4659 
and  her  home  number 
is  (318)  927-5220.  Her 
email  is 

lmjones@bayou.com. 
and  her  street  address 
is  2019  Airport  Loop, 

Homer,  LA  71040. 

The  Shreveport 
District  has  a  new  communicator, 
Ginger  Rogers.  Her  phone  numbers  are 
(318)  212-8924  at  work,  and  (318)  861- 
6024  at  home.  She  may  be  reached  by 
emailingvrogers@citistreetonline.com, 
or  by  sending  information  to  5722 


Sheehan  Meyer 
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Whitton  Jones 

Grover  PL,  Shreveport,  LA  71105. 

The  Acadiana  District  is  in  the 
process  of  appointing  a  new  communi¬ 
cator,  and  an  announcement  will  be 
made  in  an  upcoming  issue  of  Louisiana 
Now! 
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Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  •  5620  Read  Boulevard  ♦  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70127  •  (504)  244-5100  •  www.pmmh.org 


Methodist  Women’s 
Center  Celebrates 
Its  First  Birthday 


Ivan  Melerine,  the  l,OOOth  baby  barn  at  the  Methodist  Women  ’v  Center,  is  the 
center  of  attention  as  Care  Coordinator  Natalie  Norman ,  left,  congratulates  the  family; 
paternal  grandparents ,  Clifton  and  Glenda  Melerine ;  father,  Cameron; 
maternal  grandparents,  Sandra  and  Pedro  Atianzar;  mom,  Mary;  and  siblings, 

Cameron,  Jr.  and  Gabrielle. 


Patient  satisfaction  surveys 
and  statistics  tell  one  part 
of  the  story  -  smiles  and 
balloons  illustrate  the 
remainder. 

The  Methodist  Women's  Center 
recently  celebrated  its  first  anniver¬ 
sary  with  positive  patient  comments, 
increased  admissions,  and  the 
delightful  pride  of  more  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  new  parents. 

Ivan  Melerine  of  Chalmette  made 
history  as  the  1 ,000th  baby  born  in 
the  new  facility.  In  recognition  of  his 
milestone  birth,  parents  Mary  and 
Cameron  Melerine  were  treated  to  a 
special  dinner  and  received  a  variety 
of  gifts.  In  addition  to  a  commemo¬ 
rative  baby  pillow,  the  family  also 
received  a  crystal  clock,  representing 
the  baby's  "perfect  timing"  for  the 
delivery.  Additionally,  newspaper 
advertisements  featured  the  Melerine 
family  and  the  1,000th  baby  born  at 
Methodist  Women's  Center. 

Opened  in  September  2001,  in  the 
final  phases  of  Methodist  Hospital's 
expansion  and  renovation  project, 
the  third-floor  Women's  Center  is  the 
primary  site  for  all  women's  health¬ 
care  services.  With  an  emphasis  on 
comprehensive  service  and  conve¬ 


nience,  the  facility  offers  mammogra¬ 
phy,  stereotactic  and  ultrasound  diag¬ 
nostic  procedures;  labor  and  deliv¬ 
ery;  and  newborn  care  along  with 
general  gynecological  nursing  and  a 
full  range  of  educational  services. 
Maternal-Child  Care  Director  Kim 
Faught,  RN,  BSN,  reports  that  both 


outpatient  diagnostic  services  and 
inpatient  care  are  going  extremely 
well.  "Satisfaction  surveys  indicate  an 
overwhelming  positive  response  from 
our  patients,"  she  says,  noting  that 
the  comprehensive  services  and  easy 
admission  procedures  are  highlights 
of  the  excellent  satisfaction  scores. 


"We've  worked  hard  to  ensure  that 
success.  From  the  spacious  and  wel¬ 
coming  reception/waiting  area  and 
the  prenatal  education  classes  to  the 
flexibility  and  commitment  of  the 
nursing  staff,  the  Women's  Center  is 
designed  to  accommodate  a  woman's 
needs  at  all  stages  of  her  life." 

Faught  points  to  outpatient  statistics 
as  an  indication  of  patient  satisfac¬ 
tion  and  hospital  efficiency  in  the 
new  facility.  "We  are  now  scheduling 
300  to  400  mammograms  a  month  as 
compared  to  the  100  per  month 
before  the  center  opened,"  she  states. 
"Even  more  importantly,  we  have 
decreased  the  waiting  time  for  a 
mammogram  from  two  to  three 
months  to  two  to  three  days." 

Increased  mammograms  mean 
increased  adjunctive  therapies  such 
as  ultrasound  and  stereotactic  breast 
screening  procedures.  Some  300 
ultrasounds  are  conducted  each 
month  with  a  full-time  ultrasound 
staff.  "Our  ultrasound  technologists 
are  flexible,  dedicated  and  really  care 
about  our  patients,"  Faught  contin¬ 
ues. 

Delivery  statistics  are  also  on  the  rise, 
with  more  than  1,000  births  in  the 
first  year  of  service  and  a  nursery 
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that  cares  for  an  average  of  1 5  babies 
a  day.  Labor  and  Delivery  nurses  are 
seeing  an  average  of  100  births  per 
month  as  compared  to  75  per  month 
before  the  center  opened. 

"Patients  are  choosing  to  have  their 
babies  in  one  of  our  three  combina¬ 
tion  labor,  delivery  and  recovery 
(LDR)  suites  and  we  have  not  yet 
encountered  a  problem  of  availabili¬ 
ty,"  Faught  continues.  "The  center's 
more  traditional  labor  rooms  are 
comfortable,  contemporary,  spacious 
and  continue  to  receive  compliments 
from  our  patients  and  their  families." 


Methodist  Women’s  Center 


{Through  (/te  t  feasons  of  'i/oar  JJ/e 

The  availability  of  Obstetrical  Care 
Coordinator  Natalie  Norman,  RN, 
BSN,  CCE,  is  also  a  significant  factor 
in  the  increased  admissions  and  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  Women's  Center.  "Once  a 
physician  notifies  the  Women's 
Center  that  a  patient  is  pregnant,  the 
OB  Care  Coordinator  becomes  the 
main  contact  for  the  new  mother," 
Faught  says.  "Natalie  not  only  begins 
the  educational  process  but  assists 
the  expectant  parents  with  all  aspects 
of  pregnancy  from  admissions  to  fre¬ 
quent  reassurances  about  the  aches, 
pains  and  cravings  that  are  associated 
with  a  normal  pregnancy." 

Norman  additionally  conducts  free 
Prenatal  and  Sibling  Classes,  which 
have  also  seen  an  increase  in  atten¬ 
dance.  "Prenatal  classes  have 
increased  from  20  to  30  participants 
to  as  many  as  50  individuals,"  Faught 
says.  "To  make  sure  we  provide  per¬ 


sonal  attention,  we  are  now  schedul¬ 
ing  classes  on  a  monthly  basis 
rather  than  every  other  month.  We 
will  also  be  holding  more  sibling 
classes,  with  varied  programs, 
depending  on  the  age  of  the  partici¬ 
pating  child." 

An  emphasis  on  community  educa¬ 
tion  remains  a  high  priority  for  the 
Methodist  Women's  Center.  A  lacta¬ 
tion  consultant  has  recently  been 
hired  to  conduct  breast-feeding  class¬ 
es.  Future  plans  may  include  the 
addition  of  a  breast-feeding  retail 
component  to  assist  new  mothers  in 
renting  or  purchasing  breast  pumps. 

Coordinated  care  management  for 
obstetrical  patients  has  proved  such  a 
success  that  a  Gynecological  Care 
Coordinator  joined  the  Women's 
Center  staff  this  month.  Gynecologi¬ 
cal  patients  now  also  benefit  from  a 
comprehensive  approach  to  schedul¬ 
ing,  insurance  authorizations,  admis¬ 
sions  and  other  aspects  of  their  hos¬ 
pitalization. 

Additional  highlights  during  the  cen¬ 
ter's  first  year  include  the  decoration 
of  the  lobby  waiting  area,  thanks  to 
the  Hospital  Auxiliary;  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  health  risk  assessment  screens 
for  women;  participation  in  a  variety 
of  community  outreach  health  fairs; 
and  sponsorship  of  the  YMCA 
Business  Roundtable  on  Women's 
Health. 

"Methodist  Women's  Center  is  an 
outstanding,  contemporary  facility," 
Faught  states.  "But  it  is  only  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  the  dedication  and  loyalty  of 
our  staff.  Our  nurses  are  specialists 
who  do  what  they  have  to  do  to  get 
the  job  done,  while  making  sure  that 
patients  receive  quality  care." 

"The  area  has  not  had  a  slow  period 
since  we  opened,"  she  continues. 
"Without  the  flexibility  and  commit¬ 
ment  of  the  Women's  Center’s  100 
employees,  we  would  not  have 
achieved  success.  Patients  and  visi¬ 
tors  routinely  comment  that  the 
center  is  'pretty.'  Yes,  it  is  pretty.  But 
we  know  that  our  success  is  not  just 
because  Methodist  Women's  Center 
is  pretty.  We  know  that  it  is 
a  better  institution." 

For  more  information,  a  physician 
referral,  or  if  you  would  like  a  tour  of 
the  Methodist  Women's  Center, 
please  call  (504)  244-2999. 
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The  Methodist  Women’s 
Center  consolidates  a 
wide  range  of  healthcare 
services  for  every  phase 
of  a  woman's  life. 

To  learn  more  about  our 
services  and  programs, 
please  call  244-2999. 

Methodist 
Women’s  Center 
affiliated  physicians: 

Mohammed  Bey,  Jr.,  MD 
6010  Bullard  Ave.  •  Suite  210 
New  Orleans,  LA  70128 
246-1149 

Washington  Bryan,  MD 
3720  Prytania  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70115 
891-371 1 

Joia  Crear,  MD 
9801  Lake  Forest  Blvd. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70127 

245- 1546 

Oscar  del  Portal,  MD 
5640  Read  Blvd.  •  Suite  540 
New  Orleans.  LA  70127 
244-7177 

Nadine  Ford,  MD 
5640  Read  Blvd.  -  Suite  880 
New  Orleans.  LA  70127 
242-7564 

Critty  Hymes,  MD 
8369  Dwyer  Road 
New  Orleans,  LA  70126 

246- 8860 

Frances  Ivker,  MD 

6010  Bullard  Ave.  -  Suite  202 
New  Orleans,  LA  70128 

244- 3345 

Anne-Marie  Linhuber,  MD 

710  W.  Genie  St. 
Chalmette.  LA  70043 
271-5966 

Daniel  Mensah,  MD 
10555  Lake  Forest  Blvd. 
Suite  9F 

New  Orleans,  LA  70127 

245- 0052 

Kevin  Stephens,  MD 
9801  Lake  Forest  Blvd. 

New  Orleans.  LA  70127 

245- 1546 

Cathy  Swain-Jones,  MD 
6040  Bullard  Ave.  -  Suite  140 
New  Orleans.  LA  70128 
240-9945 

Alicia  Taylor,  MD 

9830  Lake  Forest  Blvd. 
Suite  1  18 

New  Orleans,  LA  70127 

246- 5516 

Felton  Winfield,  MD 
5640  Read  Blvd.  -  Suite  880 
New  Orleans,  LA  70127 
242-7564 


Methodist  Women’s  Center 

.'TJirotty/i  fAe  ifemom’ [>f 


Methodist  Hospital 

Third  Floor 
5620  Read  Boulevard 
New  Orleans,  LA  70127 

(504)  244-2999 

www.pmmh.org 
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St.  Mark  UMC  to  dedicate  prayer  garden 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  at  6217  Glen  Oaks  Drive  in  Baton 
Rouge,  will  conclude  “Open  House”  for 
the  month  of  September  with  a  Prayer 
Garden  Dedication  followed  by  the 
church’s  annual  Women’s  Day 
Celebration  on  Sunday,  Sept.  29.  The 
dedication  will  begin  immediately  after 
Sunday  school  at  10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
the  celebration  at  10:55  a.m. 

Edna  Hickman,  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  Women,  said,  “We 
know  that  gardens  have  played  a  vital 
role  in  the  history  of  man  and  our  rela¬ 


tionship  to  God.  It  was  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  when  Adam  fell  by  yielding  to 
temptation.  However,  it  was  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  garden,  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane 
where  Jesus  gained  strength  by  yielding 
to  the  will  of  God." 

The  Women’s  Day  Celebration  will 
feature  guest  speaker  Annette  Fortuna, 
Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell.  Lunch  will  be 
served  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  program. 

Also,  at  6:30  p.m.  on  that  day,  Shiloh 
Missionary  Baptist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  will  worship  with  St.  Mark  UMC. 


Training  sessions  to  focus  on  children's  health 


A  series  of  three  training  sessions 
focusing  on  children’s  health  and  the 
environment,  sponsored  by  the  General 
and  Conference  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society,  will  be  held  next  year  near 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  Alexandria,  La. 

United  Methodists  will  be  asked  to 
work  with  others  from  their  District  to 
form  a  team  that  will  look  at  environ¬ 
mental  conditions  in  their  area. 

These  groups  will  develop  and  imple¬ 
ment  action  plans  within  one  year  of  the 
final  training  aimed  at  improving  the 
environment  and  health  of  our  children 
Participants  are  required  to  attend  all 


three  overnight  trainings,  which  will  be 
held  Jan.  31-Feb.l,  April  25-26,  and  in 
October  of  2003.  Travel,  meals  and  hous¬ 
ing  will  be  paid  by  the  General  and 
Conference  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society. 

The  program  is  looking  for  “enthusi¬ 
astic,  committed  and  concerned  men, 
women  and  youth  (12  and  up)  wanting 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  life  and 
health  of  children.”  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Sarah  Schoeffier,  (337)  234- 
4042,  or  email  CadiStle@aol.com. 
Deadline  for  registration  is  approaching 
quickly. 


Ruston  Children's  Home  receives  accreditation 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children 
and  Family  Services  Inc.,  dba  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  has  just 
been  accredited  by  the  Council  on 
Accreditation  (COA),  an  international 
accrediting  body  of  social  and  behav¬ 
ioral  healthcare  services. 

Terrel  J.  DeVille  serves  as  president 
and  CEO  of  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  a  multi-service  chil- 
dren-and-family  agency  located  at  901  S. 
Vienna  in  Ruston,  La. 

Macedonia  president 

BY  KATHY  GILBERT 

OSLO,  Norway  (UMNS)  -  The  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Republic  of  Macedonia,  Boris 
Trajkovski,  has  received  the  2002  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award  for  his  leader¬ 
ship  and  efforts  to  bring  peace  to  his 
region  of  the  Balkans. 

Trajkovski  was  presented  the  award 
Sept.  18,  in  a  special  ceremony  during 
the  World  Methodist  Council  executive 
committee  meeting  in  Oslo. 

"It  is  a  joy  to  receive  this  award  from 
my  family,"  he  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service.  "It  means  I  am  still  in 
their  hearts  and  their  prayers  and  they 
will  back  me,"  he  said,  smiling. 

Trajkovski  is  a  lay  leader  and  presi- 


COA  is  an  independent,  not-for-profit 
council  which  ”...  champions  quality 
services  for  children,  youth  and  families 

a 

It  is  a  leader  is  setting  quality  stan¬ 
dards  for  residential  child-care  agencies. 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
joins  the  COA  Community  of  Excellence 
that  includes  more  than  1,000  private 
and  public  organizations  serving  over 
6,000,000  children,  individuals  and  fami¬ 
lies  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

receives  peace  award 

dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Council  in  Macedonia.  He  said  he  grew 
up  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
was  active  in  youth  programs.  His  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Mihail  Cekov,  traveled  to 
Oslo  to  give  the  benediction  at  the  end 
of  the  award  presentation. 

"Every  nation  strives  for  peace," 
Trajkovski  said  in  his  acceptance  speech. 
"But  the  only  peace  that  lasts  forever  is 
found  through  a  true  and  lasting  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ." 

The  people  of  Macedonia  deserve  the 
credit  for  the  peace  in  their  country,  he 
said.  They  are  "seeking  the  light,"  he 
said,  and  he  asked  the  committee  to 
pray  for  them. 


Director  of  Children's  Ministries 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC,  Lake  Charles, 
Louisiana  is  now  seeking  a  full-time  Director 
of  Children’s  Ministries.  Please  call  (337)  474- 
1500  for  an  application  and  job  description. 
The  deadline  to  apply  is  October  11,  2002. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  is  shown  at  Africa  University,  along  with  his  wife 
Kay,  other  members  of  their  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  and  representatives  of 
the  university. The  team  recently  painted  and  did  other  restorative  work  at  the 
school  as  part  of  their  two-week  tour  of  Harare,  Victoria  Falls  and  Hwange,  all 
located  in  Zimbabwe,  Africa.  The  group  erected  a  Peace  Pole,  one  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  being  put  up  around  the  world  to  remind  United  Methodists  and  all  others 
of  the  constant  work  of  peace.  The  bishop  and  his  team  return  to  the  United 
States  on  Oct.  3. 


S.  Korea  chosen  for  next  world  council 


OSLO,  Norway  (UMNS)  —  Seoul, 
South  Korea,  has  been  chosen  to  host 
the  2006  World  Methodist  Council. 

The  decision  came  Sept.  18  after  the 
World  Methodist  Council  executive 
committee  took  two  votes  on  potential 
sites  for  the  next  meeting.  Brisbane, 
Australia,  and  Durban,  South  Africa, 
were  the  other  two  possibilities. 

The  council,  representing  77  denomi¬ 


nations  with  roots  in  the  Methodism, 
meets  every  five  years.  It  brings  together 
the  council’s  500  members  plus  church 
delegates  and  other  accredited  visitors. 
The  last  gathering  was  held  in  Brighton, 
England,  in  July  2001. 

At  the  Sept.  16-22  executive  commit¬ 
tee  meeting,  the  South  Koreans  made  an 
impassioned  plea  for  their  country  to  be 
chosen  as  the  council’s  next  site. 


Historical  agency  honors  two  with  awards 


SALEM,  Ore.  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  historical  agency  has 
named  a  woman  to  receive  its  annual 
award  next  year  and  a  bishop  to  receive 
a  special  award  -  both  for  only  the  sec¬ 
ond  time  in  the  organization’s  history. 

The  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  meeting  Sept.  11-13,  decided  to 
give  the  2003  Distinguished  Service 
Award  to  Jean  Miller  Schmidt  and  to  give 
special  recognition  to  Bishop  James 
Thomas  for  his  work  in  preserving  the 
history  of  the  denomination’s  Central 


Jurisdiction.  At  45,  Thomas  became  the 
Methodist  Church’s  youngest  bishop 
when  he  was  elected  in  1964  by  the 
Central  Jurisdiction,  the  non-geographic 
jurisdiction  of  U.S.  Methodist  churches 
that  were  predominantly  African 
American.  Schmidt  is  professor  of 
church  history  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology. 
She  is  known  for  her  work  in  women’s 
history  within  Methodism,  particularly 
her  book  tided,  Grace  Sufficient:  A 
History  of  Women  in  American 
Methodism  1760  to  1939. 
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Bishop's  golf  tournament  slated  for  Oct.  14 


The  second  annual  Bishop’s  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  Golf  Tournament  will  be 
held  Monday,  Oct.  14  at  Oakwing  Golf 
Club  in  Alexandria.  Proceeds  from  the 
tournament  go  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  Conference  Center. 

Cost  is  $400  per  team,  or  $100  per 
person  to  play.  Fees  include  a  light  lunch 
at  1 1  a.m.  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  greens  fees,  use  of  the  driv¬ 


ing  range,  cart  rental,  refreshments  and 
awards.  Registration  begins  at  1  p.m., 
with  a  shotgun  start  at  1 :30  p.m. 

Oakwing  Golf  Course  is  a  brand  new 
facility  opening  Oct.  1.  The  Conference 
Center  is  offering  a  “bed  and  breakfast” 
package  which  includes  accommoda¬ 
tions  and  a  continental  breakfast  the 
morning  of  the  tournament.  Rooms  are 
$50  each.  Call  (318)  449-4500. 


Interested  persons  may  sponsor  a 
hole  on  the  course  for  only  $100.  A  per¬ 
sonal  greeting,  advertisement,  scripture, 
or  other  message  may  be  placed  on  a 
sign,  which  will  be  placed  at  the  hole 
sponsored.  Special  recognition  will  be 
given  to  each  hole  sponsor  at  the 

Conference  Center  lunch  prior  to  the 
golf  tournament,  as  well  as  during  the 
awards  ceremonyafter  the  event. 


Sunday  School 
workshop  set 

A  Sunday  School  Training  Semin¬ 
ar  for  the  Baton  Rouge  District  will 
be  held  at  Jordan  United  Methodist 
Church  Saturday,  Sept.  28,  from  8:30 
a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel 
will  lead  “Getting  to  Know  Your 
Sunday  School  Students”.  Rev.  Linda 
Hagan  will  lead  “Nurturing  &  Caring 
for  Your  Sunday  School  Students” 
beyond  the  Sunday  School  room. 

She  will  cover  outreach  from  the 
Sunday  School  and  parental 
involvement.  “Planned  Creative 
Activities  with  Children”  will  feature 
experiences  with  children  and 
explore  a  variety  of  ways  to  keep 
interest  high.  It  will  be  led  joindy  by 
both  ladies.  The  afternoon  will 
begin  with  “Using  Visuals  in  the 
Sunday  School  Setting”  taught  by 
Rev.  Elaine  Smith. 

The  last  session  will  be  “Planning 
and  Evaluating  as  an  Effective 
Teacher”  with  Rev.  Bernadine 
Johnson.  She  will  cover  planning 
lessons:  evaluating  lessons,  students 
and  self  as  teacher;  and  effective 
teaching.  Lunch  will  be  provided  for 
registered  participants. 

Jordan  UMC  is  located  at  4619 
Stearns  Street  in  Baton  Rouge.  To 
register,  contact  Elsie  Cyrus  at  (225) 
356-5162.  The  registration  fee  is  $6 
per  person.  For  more  information, 
contact  Rev.  Barbara  Einsel,  at  (225) 
654-4818. 


Bishop's  Conference  Center  Golf  Tournament 

Oct.  1 4, 2002,  Oak  Wing  Golf  Club 

Four-person  team  scramble.  Registration  1  p.m.  Shotgun  Start  1:30  p.m. 

Attire:  Soft  spike  facility.  No  metal  spikes  allowed.  No  cutoffs,  no  coach's  shorts  and  no  sweat  pants. 

Golf-collared  shirts  are  required. 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Telephone _ _ _ 

Fax _ _ _ 

E-mail _ 

Handicap _ 

$400  per  team.  $100  per  person.  Checks  payable  to  La.  Conference  Center,  2350  Methodist  Parkway, 
Woodworth,  LA,  71485.  For  room  reservations,  call  (318)  449-4500. 


Members  of  St.  Andrews  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  a  groundbreaking 
ceremony  for  the  Youth/Friendship  Hall  on  Aug.  24.  Rev.  Steve  Stephens,  pastor  of 
St.  Andrews,  welcomed  the  crowd  and  led  members  of  the  congregation  and 
selected  members  of  the  church  building  committee,  the  youth  ministry  and  the 
Conference  staff  through  the  ceremony.  Immediately  following  the  ground¬ 
breaking,  the  congregation  enjoyed  a  spaghetti  dinner,  prepared  by  church 
members. 

Pictured  above  are  Bob  Gemmill  of  Gourrier  Construction;  Nancy  Waller,  building 
committee;  Bob  Scouten,  Board  of  Trustees  chair;  Stephens;  Tom  Dolph, 
Conference  youth  director;  Mike  Ratcliff,  St.  Andrews'  youth  director;  Jessica 
Towns,  member  of  church  youth  council;  and  Keith  Shackelford,  Administrative 
Board  chair. 


Gabriel  Saydee,  supervisor  for  urban  agricultural  development  at  the  Senegal 
United  Methodist  Mission  in  Dakar,  instructs  local  gardeners  in  techniques  for 
cultivating  rooftop  gardens.  Produce  is  used  for  family  consumption  and  sales  in 
local  markets.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Larry  Hollon. 
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The  Lake  Charles  District  United  Methodist  Women  gathered  once  more  for  their 
annual  quiet  day  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  The  theme  was  restorative  jus¬ 
tice.  Missioner  Leslie  Mansell  presented  the  informative  and  challenging  study 
based  on  Micah  6:8. 


As  a  welcoming  gesture  to  members  and  visitors  attending  Sunday  morning  wor¬ 
ship  and  as  a  witness  to  the  community,  the  Evangelism  Committee  of  Oak  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles  is  serving  lemonade  and  cookies  in  the 
shade  of  large  oak  trees  in  front  of  the  sanctuary.  Members  and  visitors  are 
encouraged  to  visit  during  this  15  minute  period  between  Sunday  School  and 
worship  services.  This  not  only  provides  an  opportunity  to  meet  newcomers,  but 
also  a  time  for  members  to  "catch  up"  on  each  other's  activities.  It  is  also  a  witness 
to  the  neighborhood  and  community  that  Oak  Park  UMC  is  an  inviting  communi¬ 
ty  of  faith. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  Communicator: 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine 
501  Main  SL,  Gueydan,  LA  70542 
(337)  536-6732  E-mail:  cvolentine@aol.com 


A  game  of  dominoes  was  among  many  activities  to  be  found  recently  at  the 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center. 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  hosts  Family 
Camp  and  OldeTime  Camp  Meetings 


During  the  recent  Labor  Day 
Weekend,  families  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes  gathered  at  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center  for  Family  Camp  and  Olde 
Time  Camp  Meetings.  They  arrived  in 
RV’s,  stayed  in  cabins,  or  came  to 
enjoy  a  day’s  activities.  As  preaching, 
jam  sessions,  crafts,  games,  bonfires, 
and  numerous  other  activities  filled 
the  weekend,  a  great  time  was  had  by 
all. 

Sammie  King,  director  of 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  reported 
approximately  200  people  participat¬ 
ed  in  events  throughout  the  three- 
day  weekend.  Kickoff  began  Friday 
evening  with  dinner  followed  by  a 
spirit  filled  service  full  of  music  and 
preaching.  Providing  the  music  were 
The  Lord’s  Ambassadors  from 
DeRidder,  The  Sharptons  from 
DeQuincy,  and  Amazing  Grass,  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles.  Reverend  Jon  Tellifero 
of  First  United  Methodist,  DeRidder, 
gave  a  powerful  message.  As  music 
continued  to  play,  many  people 
moved  to  the  bonfire  and  enjoyed 
roasted  marshmallows  and  s’mores. 

Saturday  began  bright  and  early 


with  family  activities.  As  people 
gathered  in  their  family  groups,  each 
person  created  a  quilt  square  which 
was  indicative  of  who  they  are  as  a 
person.  This  project  was  continued 
on  Sunday  as  each  family  completed 
their  quilt.  Many  people  could  be 
found  enjoying  a  heated  game  of 
dominoes  or  other  board  games.  The 
fun  continued  with  swimming,  hik¬ 
ing,  and  fishing,  followed  by  home¬ 
made  ice  cream  to  help  beat  the  heat. 
The  Saturday  evening  meeting  was 
lead  by  Melvin  Airhart  of  First  United 
Methodist,  Lake  Charles.  Wonderful 
music  continued  to  fill  the  air. 

Sunday  morning  brought  about  a 
communion  service  led  by  Rev.  Tracy 
Mackenzie  of  Henning  Memorial 
United  Methodist,  Sulphur.  The  day 
continued  with  fun-filled  activities 
for  all  ages.  The  camp  was  such  a 
success  that  Sammie  King  has 
announced  two  events  for  next  year. 
A  Bluegrass  and  Gospel  Camp  is 
scheduled  for  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  2003  and  the  second  annu¬ 
al  Family  Camp  and  Olde  Time  Camp 
Meetings  will  be  held  Labor  Day 
Weekend  2003. 


Open  Camp  Family  Day  scheduled  for  Nov.  2 


Sammie  King,  Director  of 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  has 
announced  plans  for  the  upcoming 
Open  Camp  Family  Day  scheduled 
for  November  2,  2002  from  10:00  a.m. 
to  4:00  p.m.  The  event,  which  is  open 
to  all  people,  will  show  appreciation 
for  the  numerous  volunteers  who 
have  made  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
a  joy-filled  place.  Open  Camp  Family 
Day  will  also  provide  camp  informa¬ 
tion  for  the  upcoming  year. 

Schedules  and  registration  forms  for 


2003  camps  will  be  available.  A  vote 
will  be  taken  by  members  to  approve 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center. 

Participants  will  be  treated  to  a 
fish  fry  lunch.  The  Sharptons  of 
DeQuincy  and  The  Lord’s 
Ambassadors  of  DeRidder,  will  pro¬ 
vide  music,  as  will  the  Wesley  Praise 
and  Worship  Band  of  Northwestern 
University.  Games  and  activities  will 
abound.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Sammie  King  at  337-738-4218  or 


LOUISIANA 


the  United 


METHODIST 


ANA#  ✓  ✓ 

Mm 


4 


t. 


f= 


NEWS, 


OPPORTUNITIES  AND 


CHURCH 


VOL  3,  NO.  19 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


WITNESS  OF  LOUISANA 
CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 

October  16, 2002 


Conference  receives  $701,600  from 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
selected  to  receive  a  grant  of  $701,600 
from  Indianapolis-based  Lilly 
Endowment  Inc.  to  participate  in  a 
national  program  called  “Sustaining 
Pastoral  Excellence."  The  program  is  a 
new  effort  of  the  Endowment  to  focus 


attention  and  energy  on  maintaining  the 
high  caliber  of  many  of  the  country’s 
pastoral  leaders. 

Overall,  47  grants  were  awarded  for  a 
total  of  $57.9  million  to  religiously  affili¬ 
ated  organizations  across  the  country. 
The  three-  to  five-year  awards  range 
from  $252,355  to  $2  million. 


Lilly  Endowment 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
project  will  create  a  Discemer’s  Academy 
for  youth  and  young  adults  who  are 
thinking  about  becoming  ministers, 
develop  new  programs  for  the  existing 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  and 

See  Grant,  page  2 


Convention  to  offer 
crisis  communications 

An  introductory  Crisis 
Communications  Training  will  be 
offered  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  30,  just 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  annual  meeting  at 
the  Radisson  Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 

Registration  for  the  event  is  $12, 
and  is  a  perfect  opportunity  for  train¬ 
ing  for  persons  within  commuting 
distance  of  New  Orleans.  Visit 
http://crt.umc.org/umac/annual_me 
eting/crisis.asp  for  a  description  of 
the  workshop.  People  who  are 
attending  the  crisis  communications 
workshop  ONLY  may  also  register  for 
it  on-line  at  that  same  site.  For  more 
information,  contact  Betty 
Backstrom,  (225)  346-1646. 


Good  Samaritan 
Sunday  /5, 8 

Fall  Convo  /2 


■  Monroe 
District  /  5 


Hurricane  Lili  swiped  the  steeple  at  Gueydan  United 
Methodist  Church.  A  mother  and  daughter  from 
Baldwin  sought  refuge  at  UMCOR  Sager-Brown. The 
depot  suffered  minor  wind  damage,  said  Interim 
Director  Harrietta  Reynolds.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


United  Methodists  begin  cleaning  up  Lili's  mess 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Nearly  half  a  million  utility  cus¬ 
tomers  were  left  without  electricity 
after  Hurricane  Lili  plowed  into 
Louisiana’s  coast  on  the  morning  of 
Oct.  3.  With  barely  a  week  to  recover 
from  the  effects  of  Tropical  Storm 
Isadore,  the  Acadiana  area  and  much 
of  south  Louisiana  quickly  prepared 
for  the  second,  more  powerful  storm 
that  left  fallen  trees,  downed  power 
lines,  flooding  and  storm-damaged 


businesses  and  homes  in  its  wake. 
Although  cleanup  is  underway,  com¬ 
munication  in  the  more  seriously 
affected  areas  has  been  hampered  by 
widespread  loss  of  phone  service  and 
impaired  cell  phone  reception. 
“District  Superintendents,  who  could 
not  reach  their  churches  by  phone,  lit¬ 
erally  had  to  get  in  their  cars  and  trav¬ 
el  from  church  to  church  to  see  how 
they  were  doing  and  what  their  needs 
were,”  said  Bishop  William  W. 


Hutchinson,  who  has  been  in  contact 
with  UMCOR  to  initiate  an  assess¬ 
ment  of  how  the  agency  can  provide 
assistance  to  Louisiana. 

United  Methodist  congregations 
throughout  Louisiana  took  up  special 
collections  during  their  Oct.  6  worship 
services  for  feeding  and  providing 
supplies  to  evacuees  stranded  in 
emergency  shelters. 

SeeLili,  page  7 
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Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness,  and 
create  a  new  clergy  renewal/sabbati¬ 
cal  program.  The  project  will  serve  the 
entire  range  of  the  more  than  400 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
clergy  in  Louisiana. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
said,  “The  grant  will  allow  us  to  do 
ministry'  in  new  and  innovative  ways, 
in  addition  to  enhancing  existing  pro¬ 
grams.  We  can  now  offer  a  fully  devel¬ 
oped  ministry,  picking  a  person  up 
when  he  or  she  first  discerns  God’s 
call,  following  with  programs 
throughout  their  entire  spiritual  for¬ 
mation.” 

Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  who  will  serve  as 
Project  Director,  said,  “We  are 
absolutely  delighted  that  the  I  illy 
Endowment  recognized  both  the 
strengths  and  possibilities  in  this  pro¬ 
posal.  Its  development  was  a  team 
effort,  building  on  the  experience  and 
insights  of  John  and  Carole  Winn  and 
Craig  Gilliam.  Bishop  Hutchinson 
added  his  vision  for  the  Discemer’s 
Academy.  The  team  responded  to  the 
needs  expressed  by  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry  and  individual 
pastors  who  wish  to  re- energize  their 
spirits  and  commitment  to  ministry. 
The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  and  its  willingness  to  invest 
in  the  future  of  our  Conference,  along 
with  the  efforts  made  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Ministry  Team  in  raising  up  spir¬ 
itual  leaders,  are  key  elements.” 

Implementation  of  the  grant 
received  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  begins  in  2003. 

Fellow  recipients  of  Endowment 
grants  include  North  Alabama 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  ($2  million),  Yale  University 
($1,558,387),  Minnesota  Annual 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  ($867,71 1),  and  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary  ($891,069). 

Said  Craig  Dykstra,  Endowment 
vice  president  for  religion:  “The 
Endowment’s  current  religion  grant¬ 
making  revolves  around  two  major 
and  interlocking  considerations:  iden¬ 
tifying,  nurturing  and  educating  a  tal¬ 
ented  new  generation  of  pastors  and, 
second,  recognizing  and  supporting 
the  excellent  ones  we  have.  Not  sur¬ 
prisingly,  we  know  that  healthy, 
thoughtful,  dedicated  ministers  usual¬ 
ly  go  hand  in  hand  with  healthy, 
vibrant  and  effective  congregations. 

“Frankly,  as  busy  and  as  ‘people- 
oriented’  as  pastors’  lives  are,  many 
feel  a  sense  of  isolation,”  he 
explained.  "Over  time,  this  results  in 
diminished  opportunities  to  engage 


in  some  of  the  crucial  activities  that 
led  them  to  ministry  in  the  first 
place — intellectual  and  spiritual 
searching  and  discovery,  pursuit  of 
scholarship  and  writing,  fellowship 
with  colleagues,  strong  relationships 
with  loved  ones  and  with  God.  Most 
of  these  programs  address  the  need  to 
reconnect  and  to  engage  in  an  ongo¬ 
ing  way  in  the  kinds  of  experiences 
and  practices  that  keep  ministry 
alive.” 

Over  the  past  few  years,  the 
Endowment  has  put  several  programs 
in  place  to  encourage  current  pastors 
in  their  work.  It  has  established  the 
Clergy  Renewal  Program  for  Indiana 
Congregations  (beginning  its  fifth  sea¬ 
son)  and  the  National  Clergy  Renewal 
Program  (2002  marks  its  third  sea¬ 
son).  The  Endowment  also  has  sup¬ 
ported  small  pilot  programs  of  peer 
learning  groups  on  a  limited  bases. 

“It  became  obvious,  however,  that 
many  more  pastors  would  be  candi¬ 
dates  for  such  programs  and  would 
benefit  gready  from  participating  in 
them.  So  we  invited  ‘any  nonprofit 
organization  committeed  to  support¬ 
ing  pastoral  work  and  prepared  to  cre¬ 
ate  or  enhance  a  high-quality  pastoral 
leadership  program’  to  submit  a  pro¬ 
posal  in  this  program,”  Dykstra  said. 

“Judging  from  the  response,  we 
seem  to  have  tapped  into  a  wellspring 
of  interest.  More  than  700  institutions 
put  time  and  thought  into  proposals 
for  this  competitive  program,”  he 
noted. 

Represented  among  the  grants 
from  nearly  every  major  Christian 
faith  tradition  are  theological  schools, 
regional  and  national  judicatories 
from  large  and  small  denominations, 
church-related  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties,  ecumenical  organizations,  retreat 
centers,  and  a  congregation,  among 
others. 

Most  groups  serve  racially  mixed 
groups  of  pastors,  but  two  programs 
are  aimed  at  African  Americans,  two 
at  Hispanics,  and  one  at  Korean  pas¬ 
tors  on  the  West  Coast.  Most  offer 
opportunities  for  pastors  at  any  stage 
of  their  career,  though  several  focus 
particularly  on  new  pastors.  “Peer 
group  learning” — that  is,  small  groups 
of  pastors  who  meet  regularly  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  for  ongoing  renewal  and 
mutual  support — form  the  basis  for 
most  of  the  programs. 

"We  will  be  most  interested  in  fol¬ 
lowing  these  projects  over  the  next 
few  years,”  Dykstra  said.  “They  offer 
the  promise  of  meaningful  renewal 
for  many  pastors  in  this  country.” 


Remember  to  give  generously  on 

Good  Samaritan  Sunday:  Oct.  27 

The  offering  benefits  three  important  institutions  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference:  the  Lafon  Home,  Methodist  Hospital  and  People's  United 
Methodist  Community  Center 


More  than  750  Louisiana  youth  and  adults  shared  in  the  fun,  worship,  and  fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  annual  Fall  Convocation  held  Sept.  21  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  Rev.  Willie  Jackson  from  the  Shreveport  District  served  as  preacher  for 
the  event,  which  used  "God  is  a  mystery!  Jesus  is  the  key!"  for  its  central  theme. 
Participants  enjoyed  music  provided  by  the  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Praise  Band 
"Transparent,"  and  performances  by  Faith  and  Fairfield  United  Methodist 
Churches' drill  team  and  modern  mime  group. 
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La.  UM  Foundation  supports  African  American  Stewardship  Task  Force 


BY  ALONZO  CAMPBELL 
DIRECTOR  OF  SPECIAL  MINISTRIES 

Bishop  Hutchinson  recently  suggested 
to  The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  that  an  emphasis  be  placed  on 
upgrading  the  stewardship  posture  in  our 
Conference.  As  part  of  the  Foundation’s 
efforts  toward  that  aim,  Dr.  Michael 
Reeves,  the  Foundation’s  president/ CEO, 
initiated  the  development  of  the  African 
American  Stewardship  Task  Force. 

This  group  has  committed  to  assist¬ 
ing  local  churches  in  this  constituency  to 
overcome  by  the  grace  of  God  three 
major  historical  hurdles:  Numerous 


African  American 
churches  were  built 
with  funds  from  the 
Genera]  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in 
New  York.  Because  of 
the  downturn  in  the 
market,  these  funds 
are  seriously  decreas- 
Campbell  ing.  Capital  Campaigns 

are  a  rarity  in  this  con¬ 
stituency  on  an  annual  basis. 

The  task  force  is  developing  a  model 
to  combat  the  reliance  of  African 
American  churches  on  revenues  from 


Special  Days  such  as  Men  Days,  Women 
Days,  Church  Anniversaries,  etc.  to  sup¬ 
port  their  churches’  yearly  budgets. 

In  response  to  overcoming  these  hur¬ 
dles,  the  task  force  has  developed  several 
informative  programs  for  clergy  and 
laity. 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  16,  a  panel  discus¬ 
sion  entided  “Stewardship  Issues  in  the 
African  American  Church”  will  be  held 
as  part  of  the  W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 
at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. 

The  presenters  will  be  Rev.  Erica  Jenkins, 
Dr.  Eva  Baham,  Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough 
and  Rob  Fairly,  vice  president  of  the 


Foundation.  The  registration  fee  is  $25. 
Make  all  checks  payable  to  La. 
Conference  #63 14,  and  mail  to:  Alonzo 
Campbell,  La.  Conference  Office  of 
Special  Ministries,  RO.  Box  193,  Denham 
Springs,  LA  70727. 

In  addition  to  the  panel  discussion, 
the  task  force  will  be  implementing 
Personal  Finance  Workshops,  in  concert 
with  the  Foundation. 

Also,  a  Capital  Campaigns  Workshop 
will  be  conducted  in  February  2003.  Dr. 
Herman  Norman,  a  noted  Christian 
Capital  Campaign  consultant,  will  be  the 
presenter. 


Several  United  Methodist 
authors  will  be  selling  their 
books  during  the  Nov.  15-16, 
2002  W.T.  Handy 
Convocation.  If  there  are  any 
other  Louisiana  UMW  authors 
who  would  like  to  sell  and 
autograph  their  books,  please 
contact  Jeanne  B.  Green,  4940 
Lafon  Drive,  New  Orleans,  LA 
701 26  or  call  (504)  241-0842. 
The  author  must  commit  to 
being  present,  as  the  commit¬ 
tee  cannot  be  responsible  for 
the  books. 


Strengthening  the  Black  Church:  2002  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Name _ 

Street _ _ 

City  _ _ _ 

State _ _ _  Zip _ 

Day  phone _  Evening  phone _ 

E-mail _ Fax _ 

Name  of  church _ 

Send  this  form  along  with  a  $25  check  made  to:  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  Attn:  Alonzo  Campbell,  P.  O. 
Box  193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 


Churches  rally  to  battle  gambling  in  Tennessee 


(UMNS)  -  The  Rev.  Skip 
Armistead  believes  Tennessee  vot¬ 
ers  are  facing  their  state’s  most 
important  ballot  question  in  years, 
and  he’s  praying  hard  and  working 
tirelessly  to  ensure  they  decide 
against  a  lottery. 

Tennessee  is  one  of  just  three 
states  with  no  legalized  gambling, 
and  the  United  Methodist  minister 
has  teamed  with  all  sorts  of  religious 
leaders  -  from  Baptists  to  Muslims  - 
to  try  to  keep  it  that  way.  For 
months,  the  group  has  been  prepar¬ 
ing  quietly  for  an  aggressive  cam¬ 
paign  leading  up  to  the  Nov.  5  vote. 

“Tennessee  is  looked  upon  as  the 
place  to  stop  the  national  expan¬ 
sion  of  gambling,”  says  Armistead, 
chairman  of  Religious  Leaders  for  a 
Gambling  Free  Tennessee  and  a 
pastor  in  Madison,  just  north  of 
Nashville.  "To  defeat  this  in 
Tennessee  would  be  a  major  stake 
at  turning  back  the  expansion  of 
gambling.” 

Gambling  unites  religious  lead¬ 
ers  like  few  other  issues,  and  United 
Methodists  like  Armistead  have 
joined  with  a  variety  of  opponents 
across  the  country  in  fighting  the 
powerball  games  and  slot  machines 
that  many  state  leaders  hope  could 
boost  revenues,  which  have  lagged 
with  the  nation’s  economy. 

With  a  vast  network  of  members 
who  can  organize  easily  with  little 


funding,  these  religious  groups 
stand  to  be  a  formidable  force  in 
what  many  view  as  a  moral,  not 
political,  fight  against  something 
that  only  encourages  addiction  and 
crime.  They  believe  their  efforts  are 
especially  important  now,  since 
states  are  expected  to  continue  to 
struggle  with  budget  deficits  next 
year,  making  the  push  for  gambling 
even  stronger. 

"You’re  talking  about  a  very 
potent,  pivotal  voting  block  on 
gambling,  and  the  politicians  I 
think  are  aware  of  that,”  says  the 
Rev.  Tom  Grey,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  spokesman  for  the 
National  Coalition  Against 
Legalized  Gambling. 

Besides  Tennessee,  voters  in 
Arizona  and  Idaho  will  be  asked  in 
November  whether  they  want  to 
expand  their  state’s  gambling  activi¬ 
ties  or  begin  new  ones.  In  Iowa,  vot¬ 
ers  in  10  counties  will  be  asked 
whether  they  want  to  keep  riverboat 
gambling  and  racetrack  casinos.  In 
North  Dakota,  voters  will  be  asked 
about  joining  a  multistate  lottery. 

Pennsylvania  and  Washington 
joined  multistate  lotteries  earlier 
this  year.  New  York  joined  a  multi¬ 
state  lottery  and  expanded  other 


forms  of  gambling  shortly  after  last 
year’s  Sept.  1 1  attacks. 

In  its  Book  of  Resolutions,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
demns  gambling  as  “a  menace  to 
society,  deadly  to  the  best  interests 
of  moral,  social,  economic,  and 
spiritual  life,  and  destructive  of 
good  government.” 

Church  members  are  working 
hard  to  convince  voters  that  gam¬ 
blers  are  most  frequently  the  poor. 
Mark  Harrison,  a  program  director 
for  the  denomination’s  public  poli¬ 
cy  arm,  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  says  gambling  teaches  that 
hard  work  is  not  important.  He 
worries  that  gambling  -  and  gam¬ 
bling  addictions  -  have  grown  more 
rampant  now  that  betting  on  the 
Internet  is  so  easy. 

Many  United  Methodists  have 
put  together  Web  sites  and  e-mailed 
newsletters.  Others  are  organizing 
prayer  vigils  and  rallies.  Some  plan 
to  bolster  their  ranks  of  registered 
voters  by  supplying  churches  with 
registration  forms. 

They  are  trying  to  approach  their 
campaigns  as  educators,  fearing 
they  might  turn  off  undecided  vot¬ 
ers  by  appearing  to  preach  on  the 
issue. 


The  Rev.  James  Hamilton,  pastor  of  Covenant  and  New  Hope  United  Methodist 
churches  in  west  Tennessee,  puts  out  anti-lottery  signs  in  front  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Paris,  Tenn.  Religious  leaders  across  the  state  have 
joined  forces  to  oppose  a  state  lottery,  a  umns  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 
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Good  Samaritan  Sunday:  Oct.  27 

Methodist  Hospital  uses  Good  Samaritan  funds  to  provide  health  care  to  needy 


Kim  Purdum  in  the  Methodist  Hospital  Pastoral  Care  Department,  explains  the  Good 
Samar-itan  Fund  application  process  to  a  patient.  The  Fund  is  available  for  those 
demonstrating  need  but  who  may  not  qualify  for  other  forms  of  assistance. 


Finding  a  lump  in  your  breast  is  not  a 
welcome  experience  for  any  woman.  For 
Barbara  Hingle,  such  an  experience,  with 
a  followup  diagnostic  biopsy,  was  a  fairly 
routine  practice. 

“Since  1989,  I’ve  had  four  or  five  biop¬ 
sies  following  an  examination  or  mam¬ 
mogram,”  says  the  Buras,  Louisiana  resi¬ 
dent.  "Each  time,  you  prepare  yourself 
for  a  cancer  diagnosis,  but  I  don’t  think 
you  are  every  really  ready  to  hear  that 
kind  of  news.” 

Four  years  ago,  the  bad  news  arrived. 
Five  days  after  an  especially  painful 
biopsy,  Hingle  heard  the  words  “breast 
cancer”  and  “carcinoma.”  “The  more 
biopsies  I  had  over  the  years,  the  more  I 
knew  that  I  could  have  breast  cancer. 

But  when  my  doctor  called  me  into  his 
office,  all  I  could  think  was  ‘this  is  unbe¬ 
lievable’,”  she  says. 

Breast  cancer  hit  Hingle  with  a 
greater  impact  than  it  would  many  other 
women.  In  addition  to  confronting  the 
worries  and  anxieties  of  a  lifethreatening 
illness,  there  was  concern  about  paying 
for  treatment.  The  Hingles  have  no 
health  insurance. 

Self-employed  commercial  fisher¬ 
men,  with  a  shrimping  business  and 
income  that  varies  from  season  to  sea¬ 
son,  healthcare  insurance  was  not 
affordable.  “We’re  caught  in  the  middle,” 
smife  Hingle.  “We  are  not  poor  enough 
for  KTedicaid,  not  old  enough  for 
Medicare,  and  just  don’t  have  the 
income  for  health  insurance.” 

The  61yearold  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother  does  have  one  particularly 
strong  asset  -  it’s  her  faith  in  God.  An 
active  member  of  the  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Buras,  Hingle’s 
minister  told  her  about  Methodist  _ 
Hospital’s  Good  Samaritan  Fund. 

“The  Chaplain’s  Office  at  Methodist 


took  over  once  they  knew  about  me,” 
she  says.  “I  don’t  know  what  we  would 
have  done  without  the  financial  and 
emotional  support  we  found  from  the 
Good  Samaritan  Fund.” 

“Helping  people  in  times  of  need  is 
fundamental  to  the  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  to  our 
Hospital,  the  only  Methodist  healthcare 
facility  in  Louisiana,”  says  Methodist 
Hospital  Chaplain  Judy  Nelson.  “The 
Fund  provides  financial  assistance  for  a 
patient’s  physical  concerns  as  our 
prayers  and  counseling  support  the  spir¬ 
itual  aspects  of  healing.  It  is  particularly 
helpful  for  patients  such  as  Barbara 
Hingle  who  are  caught  in  the  middle.” 

Faced  with  three  options  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  breast  cancer,  Hingle  chose  sur¬ 
gical  removal  of  her  left  breast  to  maxi¬ 
mize  eliminating  cancer  cells.  “I  don’t 
regret  the  decision  at  all,”  she  says.  “I 
needed  no  chemotherapy  or  other  treat¬ 
ment  although  I  have  taken  medication 
as  more  of  a  preventive  measure. 

“We  have  been  so  blessed,"  Hingle 
continues,  noting  the  extensive  family 
support  when  she  was  diagnosed  with 
cancer.  “I  don’t  believe  my  husband  has 
missed  coming  with  me  to  a  doctor’s 
appointment  during  all  these  years.  The 
Lord  always  seems  to  take  care  of  us 
even  though  there  have  been  some  bad 
times. 

I  remember  years  back  when  we  had 
been  trawling  for  about  ten  years  and 
my  husband  was  ready  to  quit.  I  had 
been  praying  all  the  time  and  just  asked 
the  Lord  to  let  us  go  out  one  more  time 
and  give  us  a  sign  if  He  didn’t  want  us  to 
continue  the  business.  The  very  next  day 
we  had  a  good  catch  and  have  been 
work|ng  eve.rsince.” 

Known  as  the  "little  lady,  with  a 
strong  spirit,”  Barbara  Hingle  under¬ 


stands  the  power  of  prayer  and  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  Good  Samaritan  Fund,  support¬ 
ed  by  donations  from  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  a  twice-a-year  col¬ 
lection  is  one  method  of  demonstrating 
the  Methodist  faith  while  helping1 
patients  and  their  families  with  the 
unexpected  expenses  and  financial 
demands  associated  with  illness  and 
injury. 

Established  with  the  opening  of 
Methodist  Hospital,  more  than  33  years 
ago,  the  Fund  has  proved  to  be  an  eco¬ 
nomical  and  spiritual  gift  to  hundreds  of 
individuals,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of 
Methodist  Church  members. 


All  donations  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund  go  directly  to  financial  assistance 
for  those  who  demonstrate  eligibility  for 
help.  Unfortunately,  the  Fund  only  offers 
partial  assistance  and  usually  does  not 
cover  all  the  charges  an  individual  incurs 
for  medical  services. 

“The  more  resources  we  receive,  the 
more  people  we  can  assist,”  Chaplain 
Nelson  emphasizes.  “Good  Samaritan 
funds  have  been  used  to  assist  young 
couples  experiencing  a  high  risk  preg¬ 
nancy  and  premature  birth,  middleaged 
men  and  women  who  are  not  yet  eligible 
for  Medicare  and  the  increasing  number 
of  individuals  who  are  unemployed  with 
no  healthcare  insurance.” 


Peoples  Community  Center  needs  support  more  than  ever  in  time  of  transition 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Children  enjoy  coloring  and  other  enrichment  activities  at  Peoples  United 
Methodist  Community  Center  in  New  Orleans. 


As  Peoples  United  Methodist  Comm¬ 
unity  Center  celebrates  80  years  of  service 
to  the  underserved  children  of  New 
Orleans,  it  is  fashioning  a  new  direction  in 
its  ministry. 

On  July  1,  2002  we  leased  our  main 
building  and  playgrounds  to  house  a  Head 
Start  center  to  be  operated  by  Total 
Community  Action.  TCA  already  success¬ 
fully  operates  21  other  Head  Start  centers  in 
the  greater  New  Orleans  metropolitan  area. 

TCA  hopes  to  build  on  what  they  recog¬ 
nize  as  a  rich  heritage  of  exemplary  and 
faithful  caring  for  families  and  children  by 
Peoples  for  most  of  the  twentieth  century. 
Many  TCA  staff  members,  parents  and 
grandparents  who  bring  children  to  Head 
Start  spent  their  preschool  years  at  Peoples. 

Once  again  the  church  pioneered  where 
other  agencies  have  since  followed  in  help¬ 
ing  people.  Our  own  Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary 
will  work  with  TCA  to  start  a  literacy  pro¬ 
gram  through  Peoples  United  Methodist 
Head  Start. 

But  Peoples  has  lost  neither  its  identity 
nor  vision  for  the  future.  When  Rev.  Marva 
Mitchell,  our  executive  director  for  the  past 
10  years,  retired  at  annual  conference,  we 


were  at  a  loss  as  to  how  to  replace  her. 

Now  we  perceive  this  time  as  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  renovate  the  Calvin  Building,  to 
gather  funds,  to  explore  what  we  need  to 
do,  and  to  recruit  the  right  person  to  lead 
us. 

Where  before  we  could  utilize  the 
kitchen  and  office  of  what  now  houses 
Head  Start,  this  past  summer  we  held  the 
entire  camp  in  the  building  next  door,  the 
Richard  Calvin  Building.  It  will  require 
much  work  to  achieve  the  new  ministries 
we  envision. 

We  already  operate  an  1 1 -week  summer 
day  camp  for  six  to  twelve  year  olds  and 
would  like  to  offer  such  an  enrichment  pro¬ 
gram  during  the  school  year  as  well. 

Volunteers  can  help  us  change  the  very 
structure  of  the  Calvin  Building  for  offices 
and  space  to  work  with  children.  Monies 
from  Head  Start  will  help  undergird  our 
financial  footing.  But,  we  shall  continue  to 
need  your  help  through  the  Good 
Samaritan  Fund. 

Grace  and  Peace, 

Rev.  Bill  Rowell 

Chair  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Community  Center 
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Members  of  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  and  Faith  UMC  recently  came 
together  for  a  mission  to  Houston,  where  they  packed  more  than  7,000  pounds 
of  beans  for  shipment  to  Mexico  and  Africa. 

.  t 

Asbury  and  Faith  team  up  for  mission 


The  youth  from  Asbury  UMC  and 
Faith  UMC  joined  together  for  a 
summer  mission  trip  to  Houston, 

Tex.  Twenty- one  youth  and  adults 
went  to  serve  at  the  Christian 
Alliance  for  Humanitarian  Aid  and 
the  Medical  Bridges,  Inc.  The  partici¬ 
pants  packed  7,000  pounds  of  beans 
to  be  shipped  to  Mexico  and  Africa 
University.  That  translates  into 
approximately  42,000  meals!  It  was 
hot  in  Texas!  It  was  challenging  at 
times!  The  participants  also  sorted 
and  boxed  medical  supplies  that 
were  shipped  through  Mercy  Ship  for 
distribution  around  the  world.  Much 


was  learned  about  the  need  for  food 
and  medical  care  for  people  around 
the  world. 

The  participants  also  worked  with 
Christian  Alliance’s  ministry  of  con¬ 
verting  trailers  into  mobile  medical 
clinics.  It  was  a  blessing  to  see  all  of 
the  ministries  that  are  being  accom¬ 
plished  when  Christian  people  come 
together  and  share  their  resources. 
This  was  the  first  mission  trip  for 
most  of  the  youth  and  it  was  an  expe¬ 
rience  that  they  will  never  forget. 

The  participants  were  thankful  for 
the  opportunity  to  serve  in  the  min¬ 
istry  of  Christ. 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Sicily  Island,  under  pastoral  leadership  of  Rev. 
Sam  Emanuel  had  a  Vacation  Bible  School  that  was  a  powerful  stick  of  dynamite. 
They  averaged  nine  children  and  over  the  five  days  of  VBS  collected  $451  from 
the  church  family  for  purchase  of  supplies  for  thirteen  flood  buckets.  Jana  Smith, 
Monroe  District  Missioner,  came  to  the  closing  to  congratulate  the  children  and 
tell  them  the  powerful  difference  they  were  making  with  their  contributions. 


Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  their  50th  Anniversary 
with  nearly  600  people  in  attendance.  Special  music  was  provided  by  the  Chancel 
Choir,  GAP  Band,  and  the  Children's  Choir.  Pictured  above  with  Bishop 
Hutchinson,  the  guest  speaker  for  the  day,  are  former  pastors  Rev.  Joe  Solomon 
and  Rev.  Dave  Fortuna  as  well  as  Senior  Minister  Rev.  Weldon  Bares.  A  meal  was 
provided  following  the  service. 


Little  Creek  UMC  commemorates  Sept.  1 1 


The  September  1 1,  2001  anniver¬ 
sary  was  remembered  at  Little  Creek 
UMC  on  Sunday,  September  8,  2002. 
In  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Howard  Childs,  Lay  Leader  Patrick 
Glasco  opened  the  service  in  prayer. 
Duetta  Mock  gave  a  short  devotional 
to  remember  September  1 1  closing 
with  II  Chronicles  7:14,  a  scripture 
on  the  power  of  prayer.  The  altar  was 
decorated  to  commemorate  the 
event.  A  white  cloth  covered  the 
altar  with  red  rose  buds.  There  were 
four  tall  bud  vases  with  a  rose  in 
each  representing  the  four  airplanes 
that  crashed.  Three  roses  were  in 
another  to  represent  the  more  than 
3,000  people  who  lost  their  lives  that 
day.  Another  four  roses  were  in 
honor  of  those  who  helped  with  res¬ 


cue  and  clean  up.  There  was  one 
final  rose  placed  in  a  vase  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  rescue  dogs  that  helped  in 
the  rescue  effort.  One  large  white 
candle  was  burning  to  represent  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in 
our  country.  In  addition  to  the  altar, 
off  to  one  side  there  was  a  large 
wooden  cross  draped  with  red  and 
blue.  Three  American  flags  were 
placed  around  the  bottom  with  the 
Bible  to  represent  that  we  are  one 
nation  bound  together  by  God  and 
the  force  of  terrorism  cannot  tear  us 
apart.  Guest  speaker  Ruby  Ratcliff 
brought  the  message  for  the  day.  She 
also  talked  about  terrorism  and 
God’s  hand  on  our  country.  About  40 
members  and  guests  attended  this 
special  service. 
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First  UMC,  Slidell,  responds  to  needs  brought  on  by  Hurricane  Lili 


BY  REV.  JERRY  HILBUN 

As  Isidore  approached  the  Louisiana 
coast,  members  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  readied  their 
response  to  areas  affected  by  the  storm 
in  surrounded  communities.  First  Slidell 
had  contacted  the  local  Red  Cross,  fire 
and  police  authorities  to  volunteer  use 
of  church  facilities. 

The  Red  Cross  requested  that  The 
Family  Life  Center  be  designated  a  shel¬ 
ter  for  those  whose  homes  were  flooded 
or  threatened.  As  news  was  broadcast 


on  local  stations,  scores  of  calls  came 
from  church  members  wanting  to  bring 
food,  cots,  blankets,  clothes,  or  help  in 
any  way  needed.  A  crew  quickly  arrived 
and  began  preparing  a  hot  meal  for 
storm  victims  and  relief  workers.  Several 
local  businesses  called  wanting  to  con¬ 
tribute  needed  supplies. 

As  evening  approached  several  fami¬ 
lies  and  individuals  came  to  the  center 
seeking  various  kinds  of  assistance. 

Some  needed  a  place  to  stay,  other  need¬ 
ed  food  and  dry  clothes,  while  other  just 


needed  help  contacting  relatives. 
Through  the  night  church  volunteers 
assembled  crews  to  provide  clean-up 
help  the  next  day.  Several  flood  buckets 
were  delivered  to  families  in  flooded 
homes  and  others  received  help  remov¬ 
ing  carpeting  and  soaked  sheet  rock. 

Though  these  recent  storms  did  not 
hit  our  area  directly  and  damage  was 
much  less  than  expected,  First  Church 
members  were  ready  and  willing  to 
respond  with  heartfelt  prayers  and  with 
direct,  hands-on  action.  An  emergency 


response  group  was  formed  several 
months  ago  at  First  Church,  Slidell  that 
will  respond  immediately  to  any  com¬ 
munity  disaster  or  need. 

A  New  Orleans  newspaper  reporter 
showed  up  at  the  Sunday  worship  the 
Sunday  after  the  storm.  His  question 
was,  “Will  you  folks  be  praying  for  storm 
victims  this  morning?”  Of  course  we  will 
was  the  reply,  but  in  our  United 
Methodist  tradition  we  know  that  prayer 
is  a  prelude  to  action  when  there  are 
needs  to  which  we  can  respond. 


Pearl  River  UMC  growing  for  future 


From  the  Indians  who  named  the 
river  after  the  beautiful  bluish-gray 
pearls  found  there,  to  the  influx  of  the 
railroad  and  logging  camps  that  sprung 
up  near  the  river,  came  the  birth  of  the 
town  of  Pearl  River.  As  the  population 
grew,  a  group  of  people  met  together 
more  than  120  years  ago  with  a  circuit 
riding  preacher,  and  in  1904  the 
Methodist  Church  was  bom.  The  sanc¬ 
tuary  became  home  to  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Baptist  Church  and  also 
served  as  the  town’s  first  school  house. 
Originally  located  at  the  center  of  town, 
the  church  was  often  at  the  center  of  the 
community’s  life  as  well.  Today,  Pearl 
River  is  a  small  town  of  12,000  in  the 
comer  of  the  boot  tip  of  the  state,  just 
south  of  the  Mississippi  State  Line. 

Landlocked  and  realizing  the  town  of 
Pearl  River  was  growing  westward,  the 
church  leadership  began  looking  to 
move  where  the  people  were  and  to 
have  land  upon  which  to  grow.  Without 
the  funds  in  hand,  the  church  stepped 
out  in  faith  and  the  current  property  was 
purchased.  Within  six  months,  it  was 
paid  for.  The  white  clapboard  sanctuary 
was  relocated,  creating  a  link  to  the  past. 
There  were  some  lean  financial  times 
due  to  the  financial  demands  of  the 
move  but  God,  always  being  faithful, 
provided.  Worship  attendance  for  the 
last  three  decades  has  fluctuated 
between  50  and  80. 

With  the  move,  the  need  for  a  new 
building  to  provide  a  fellowship  hall, 
classrooms  and  a  nursery  became 
apparent.  Dr.  Ken  Reed,  former  Director 
of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
said,  “I  don’t  know  of  a  church  in 
Louisiana  that  needed  an  educational 
building  more.” 

Through  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Richard  Hooton,  the  planning  began 
and  the  building  grew  in  size  through 
the  process.  In  June  of  2000,  Dr.  Tim 
Smith  was  appointed  and  began  to  build 
on  the  foundation  laid  by  others  before 
him.  Construction  started  not  long  after. 

The  new  4000  square  foot  building 
was  completed  in  April  2001  providing  4 
new  classrooms,  a  commercial  kitchen, 
a  fellowship  hall,  a  nursery  and  a  toddler 
room. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  relocation, 
the  church  has  a  facility  which  will 
attract  families  with  young  children  and 
also  enable  its  ministry  to  expand.  The 
new  building  has  raised  a  level  of  excite¬ 
ment  and  enthusiasm  in  the  life  of  the 
congregation  as  well  as  a  strong  desire  to 
grow. 

More  than  $75,000  in  funds  and  serv¬ 


ices  over  and  above  the  operating  and 
building  budgets  has  been  received.  As  a 
result,  a  new  circle  driveway  was 
installed  with  parking  for  the  new  build¬ 
ing.  The  original  cottage  on  the  property 
has  been  remodeled  into  an  office  com¬ 
plex.  The  grounds  have  been  landscaped 
and  new  children’s  playground  equip¬ 
ment  and  50’  x50’  play  area  has  been 
installed  off  the  toddler  room.  The 
kitchen  in  the  new  building  was  upgrad¬ 
ed  from  a  warming  kitchen  to  a  com¬ 
mercial  grade  kitchen.  In  addition,  a 
church  library  was  started  with  new 
materials  and  books. 

The  2000  budget  was  set  at  $59,000 
but  God  blessed  the  congregation  by 
providing  more  than  $79,000.  God  was 
issuing  an  opportunity  and  a  test  for  the 
church.  If  they  could  be  stewards  over 
little,  money,  then  they  could  become 
stewards  of  the  great  things  that  really 
matter,  the  lives  of  new  people  for  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  church  chose  to  become  good 
stewards  and  used  that  money  to  plant 
seeds  of  opportunity  for  the  future.  First, 
the  sanctuary  seating  was  increased  by 
30%  with  the  purchase  of  new  chairs. 
Second,  a  new  9’x  5’  backlit  church  sign 
with  a  message  board  was  purchased  to 
increase  community  awareness  of  the 
church  and  its  ministry.  Now  persons 
driving  by  the  property  at  night  have 
nothing  to  look  at  for  20  seconds  but  a  lit 
sign  on  a  darkened  stretch  of  Highway 
41. 

Third,  the  sanctuary  and  foyer  were 
redecorated  to  provide  a  warm,  attrac¬ 
tive  environment  for  visitors.  And 
fourth,  new  programs  and  ministries 
were  started. 

This  past  summer,  the  church  hosted 
a  party  for  the  town  of  Pearl  River  enti¬ 
tled,  The  Summer  Extravaganza. 
Moonwalks,  slip-n-slides  and  games 
galore  were  present.  The  congregation 
got  the  chance  to  dunk  the  pastor  in  a 
dunking  booth. 

The  afternoon  was  capped  off  with  a 
52’  long  banana  split  built  and  con¬ 
sumed  by  all  in  attendance.  The  mayor 
present  a  Proclamation  declaring  it 
Banana  Split  Day  in  Pearl  River,  LA. 

More  than  175  people  were  in  atten¬ 
dance. 

Today,  ministry  is  occurring  most 
nights  of  the  week  and  many  other  min¬ 
istries  are  in  the  planning  stages. 

Worship  attendance  is  the  highest  it  has 
ever  been  in  the  history  of  the  church 
God  is  blessing  Pearl  River  United 
Methodist  Church  which  truly  is 
“Together,  Alive,  and  Growing”. 


St.  Timothy's  Fellowship  Hall  is  known  as  "The  Highway"  these  days.  Flashing 
lights,  a  raised  stage,  multi-media  technology,  a  cafe-style  eating  area,  and  a 
LOUD  sound  system  form  an  environment  for  a  new  direction  in  youth  education. 
"We  just  needed  a  place  where  the  kids  could  get  up  and  move,"  said  Rev.  Brady 
Whitton  who,  along  with  Youth  Director  Rhonda  Whitley,  transformed  the  room 
and  curriculum.  More  than  1 50  teens  attended  the  first  gathering  which  includ¬ 
ed  praise  &  worship  music,  offerings  to  support  needy  children,  Bible  reading 
and  teaching,  and  small  group  discussions. 
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Deputy  Anthony  Cook  of  the  St.  Mary  Parish  Sheriff's  Office  demonstrates  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  meal  that  is  heated  by  mixing  chemicals  contained  in  the  package.  Damage  from 
Hurricane  Lili  could  be  severe,  as  with  trees  that  were  blown  into  the  home  of  a  family 
that  attends  Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church.  The  storm  also  caused  a  significant 
amount  of  flooding  throughout  South  Louisiana.  The  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  needs 
flood  buckets  to  replenish  stocks,  said  Harrietta  Reynolds,  interim  director.  Health  kits 
and  school  kits  are  also  needed,  she  said.  A  list  of  the  contents  for  flood  buckets  and  kits 
may  be  found  on  the  web  at  http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor.  Lili  also  left  her  mark  on  a 
sign  for  a  truck  stop  casino  south  of  Lafayette,  above. 


Tony  Fontenot,  incident  coordinator 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  has 
spent  the  past  several  days  serving  as  a 
guide  for  the  Red  Cross  as  they  deliver 
services  to  storm-ravaged  parishes 
throughout  the  Acadiana  District, 
which  was  hardest  hit  by  the  storm. 

‘‘Conference  relief  communications 
have  been  working  out  of  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette 
because  they  now  have  power  and 
phones,”  said  Fontenot. 

United  Methodist  churches  are  rally¬ 
ing  to  provide  assistance  in  any  way 
they  can,  alongside  relief  agencies  and 
churches  from  other  denominations. 
Asbury  UMC,  for  example,  is  working 
with  food  relief  efforts  and  has  enlisted 
help  from  church  youth  in  yard 
cleanup  for  the  elderly  and  infirmed. 
Further  to  the  north,  First  UMC  of 
Alexandria  served  last  week  as  a  shelter 
for  over  200  evacuees  escaping  the 


wrath  of  Hurricane  Lili. 

Susan  Pugh,  conference  coordinator 
for  disaster  response,  reported  that 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin,  La., 
is  housing  evacuees  from  Cypremort 
Point,  a  coastal  town  all  but  wiped  out 
by  Hurricane  Lili. 

“UMCOR  Sager-Brown  depot  is 
right  in  the  middle  of  the  disaster  area, 
they  are  working  full  steam  ahead  pro¬ 
viding  housing,  food  and  flood  buckets, 
as  well  as  operating  as  a  service  center 
with  FEMA  and  the  Red  Cross  for  peo¬ 
ple  seeking  assistance,”  said  Pugh.  She 
added  that  800  flood  buckets  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  sent  to  the  New  Orleans 
area  after  Tropical  Storm  Isadore,  and 
that  200  more  have  been  sent  to 
Houma,  La.  for  cleanup  from 
Hurricane  Lili.  “UMCOR  will  be 
responding  with  more  buckets  as 
cleanup  continues.  The  agency  also 
hopes  to  provide  help  with  housing 


rehabilitation,”  added  Pugh,  who 
pointed  out  that  Conference  disaster 
relief  personnel  are  still  working  to 
assess  the  disaster  so  that  they  may 
respond  accordingly. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  an  insti¬ 
tution  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Church  serving  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community’s  largely  Native 
American  population,  reported 
extremely  heavy  damage  in  the  Dulac, 
La.  area. 

Officials  from  the  center  reported 
that  their  Christian  preschool,  as  well 
as  most  of  the  homes  in  the  immediate 
area,  were  flooded  and  that  many  suf¬ 
fered  damage  from  winds  and  downed 
trees.  Clanton  Chapel,  Dulac’s  United 
Methodist  house  of  worship,  amazingly 
remained  high  and  dry. 

Several  United  Methodist  Churches 
in  the  Acadiana  and  Lake  Charles 
Districts  reported  damage,  including 


Centenary  UMC  in  Rayne  and 
Covenant  UMC  in  Lafayette,  both  with 
water  and  roof  damage.  Gueydan  UMC 
lost  its  church  steeple. 

The  North  Shore  District,  hard  hit  by 
flooding  after  Tropical  Storm  Isadore, 
rallied  to  help  as  some  victims  were 
affected  a  second  time  with  Lili.  First 
UMC  in  Slidell,  one  of  many  churches 
to  respond,  served  as  the  site  for  the 
Red  Cross  outreach  program  and  also 
helped  by  providing  meals  to  victims  in 
the  wake  of  both  storms. 

Although  the  disaster  is  significant, 
experts  speculate  that  the  damage 
could  have  been  catastrophic  if  the 
storm  had  hit  the  coast  at  its  former 
strength.  Governor  for  the  state  of 
Louisiana  M.  J.  “Mike”  Foster  Jr. 
expressed  that  he  felt  it  was  “divine 
intervention”  that  brought  the  category 
“four”  storm  down  to  a  category  “two” 
before  it  struck  land. 
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Leaders  call 

BY  KATHY  GILBERT 

OSLO,  Norway  (UMNS)  — 

Methodists  around  the  world  are  being 
asked  to  pray  and  "use  every  means  at 
their  disposal”  to  bring  about  a  peaceful 
resolution  to  the  violent  situations  in 
Iraq,  the  Palestinian  territories  and 
Israel,  and  Zimbabwe. 

The  World  Methodist  Council’s  execu¬ 
tive  committee  adopted  three  resolu¬ 
tions  on  peace  during  its  Sept.  16-22 
meeting. 

The  resolutions,  brought  by  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  social  and  international  affairs  com¬ 
mittee,  note  that  Oslo  is  the  host  country 
of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize.  The  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award,  given  annually 
by  the  council  to  individuals  or  organi¬ 
zations  that  have  acted  significandy  in 
peacemaking,  “expresses  the  conviction 
of  the  people  called  Methodist  that  the 
way  of  peace  is  the  way  of  our  Lord," 
read  a  statement  following  each  resolu¬ 
tion. 

The  president  and  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  along 
with  leaders  and  members  of  all 
Methodist  churches,  are  called  upon  to 
contact  the  United  Nations  to  urge  Iraq 
to  comply  with  U.N.  security  resolutions. 
The  United  States,  United  Kingdom  and 
any  other  nation  threatening  to  take  pre¬ 
emptive  action  are  asked  to  comply  with 
the  U.N.  charter  of  1945,  which  states 
that  a  sovereign  nation  may  not  go  to 
war  unless  the  Security  Council  has 
taken  measures  to  maintain  peace. 

“Everyone  in  this  room  is  concerned 
with  the  rhetoric  that  is  taking  place, 
even  as  we  speak,  not  just  about  the 
threat  of  war,  but  the  actual  preparation 
and  planning  for  war,"  said  the  Rev. 
George  H.  Freeman,  top  staff  executive 
of  the  council,  in  his  report  to  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee. 

“The  church  has  the  moral  right  to 
speak  to  this  issue  and  to  insist  that 


for  peace  at  World  Methodist  Council 


every  available  channel  for  peace  and 
reconciliation  be  taken.” 

In  a  resolution  on  the  Middle  East, 
the  executive  committee  urges  the 
United  Nations  to  send  an  international 
peace  delegation  to  visit  government 
leaders  in  Israel  and  the  Palestinian  ter¬ 
ritories,  and  encourages  regional  and 
intergovernmental  bodies  to  send 
human  rights  monitors  to  the  area. 

The  committee  also  called  upon  the 
government  of  Zimbabwe  to  find  peace¬ 
ful  and  just  ways  to  resolve  its  land  crisis, 
noting  in  the  resolution  that  indigenous 
communities  in  the  southern  African 
country  have  been  deprived  of  their  his¬ 
torical  lands. 

"We  acknowledge  with  deep  remorse 
that  we  have  been  too  silent  on  the 
issues  of  land  dispossession.  This  has 
neither  been  helpful  nor  God-pleasing,” 
the  committee  stated  in  its  resolution. 
“We  call  upon  all  member  churches  to 
pray  for  all  Zimbabweans  as  they  seek  to 
deal  with  the  land  crisis  and  also  as  they 
now  encounter  the  devastation  of 
drought  and  famine.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,  Ann 
M.  Connan,  a  laywoman  from  the 
Uniting  Church  of  Australia,  said,  “There 
was  an  openness  and  understanding 
that  the  church  is  changing  and  that  the 
World  Methodist  Council  will  have  to 
change  with  it.” 

“It  was  a  very  good  meeting,”  said  the 
Rev.  Jill  van  de  Geer,  of  the  New  Zealand 
Methodist  Church.  “People  were  ready 
to  address  issues,  and  the  social  and 
international  affairs  committee  put  up 
three  strong  resolutions.’’ 

“I  was  very  impressed  with  the  energy 
among  committee  members.  The  group 
came  together  and  dealt  with  some  sen¬ 
sitive  issues,”  said  the  Rev.  W.  Darin 
Moore,  a  pastor  with  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church  in 
New  York. 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  Rev.  Jimmie 
Pyles  and  Nancy  M.  Carruth,  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  World  Methodist  Executive 
Committee,  visit  with  George  Freeman, 
general  secretary  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  at  their  meeting  held  Sept.  16-21 
in  Oslo,  Norway. 

Boris  Trajkovski,  president  of  the  Republic 
of  Macedonia,  is  seen  greeting  fellow 
attendees  at  the  international  meeting. 

A  prominent  Methodist  lay  pastor, 
Trajkovski  was  awarded  the  2002  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  repre¬ 
sents  more  than  37  million  peoplofront 
78  member  churches  in  132  counfries. 


Good  Samaritan  Sunday:  Oct.  27 


Administration  wing  nears  completion  at  Lafon  Home  in  New  Orleans 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Construction  on  a  new  wing  at  the  Lafon  Home  is  almost  complete. 


Staffers  at  Lafon  Methodist  Nursing 
Home  have  watched  with  anticipation 
as  the  construction  of  a  new  wing  for 
the  facility  has  progressed  this  year. 

As  completion  of  the  project  nears, 
the  administrative  staff  is  joyously 
preparing  to  move  into  the  new  quar¬ 
ters. 

The  new  wing  will  boast  several 
office  spaces,  including  a  spacious 
Conference  Room,  an  administrator’s 
office,  an  administrative  assistant’s 
office,  and  an  employee  “break”  room. 

Preparations  for  the  enlargement  of 
Lafon  Home’s  dining  room  are  also 
underway. 

The  bigger  dining  area  will  more 
comfortably  accommodate  the  resi¬ 
dents  during  meals,  which  provide 
nutrition  for  the  body  and  needed 
social  time  for  the  mind  and  spirit. 

This  expansion  will  allow  the 
Dietary  Department  of  Lafon  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  atmosphere  that  will  greatly 


enhance  the  residents’  dining  experi¬ 
ence.  “Completion  of  these  two  con¬ 
struction  projects  will  make  way  for  a 
very  well  operated  and  beautiful  facili¬ 
ty,”  said  Timothy  Smith,  administrator. 

Lafon  Home’s  annual  fundraiser  “A 
Jazzy  Night  in  June  2002”  was  a  huge 
success. 

The  event  honored  Buford  Jordan 
with  a  “Note  of  Distinction"  award. 
Jordan  has  spearheaded  the  charity  golf 
tournament  that  benefits  Lafon  for  the 
past  nine  years. 

This  year’s  tournament  will  be 
known  as  the  Buford  Jordan  and 
Richard  Cooper  Celebrity  Golf 
Tournament,  with  the  two  former 
Saints  players  joining  forces  for  the 
Nov.  1  event.  The  four-man  scramble  is 
scheduled  for  a  12  noon  tee-off  on  that 
Friday. 

For  further  information  about  the  event, 
contact  Ted  Jones  at  (504)  288-2314. 


Convention  to  offer 
crisis  communications 

An  Introductory  Crisis 
Communications  Training  will  be 
offered  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  30,  just 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  annual  meeting  at 
the  Radisson  Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 

Registration  for  the  event  is  $12, 
and  is  a  perfect  opportunity  for  per¬ 
sons  within  commuting  distance  of 
New  Orleans.  Visit 

http:  /  /crt. umc.org/  umac  /  annual_me 
eting/ crisis,  asp  for  a  description  of 
the  workshop.  People  who  are 
attending  the  crisis  communications 
workshop  ONLY  may  also  register  for 
it  on-line  at  that  same  site.  For  more 
information,  contact  Betty 
Backstrom,  (225)  346-1646. 


Web  site  workshop  set 

All  District  and  Local  Church 
Webmasters! 

Don’t  miss  the  United  Methodist 
Web  Ministry  Guild’s  presentation  of 
a  live  audio  webcast,  "We  Built  Our 
Church  Web  Site:  Now  What?”  from 
the  Radisson  Hotel  in  New  Orleans, 
La.  (1500  Canal  St.)  on  Thursday,  Oct. 
31  from  9- 11:30  a.m. 

This  free  event  may  be  attended  at 
the  hotel,  or  participants  may  log  on 
to  www.UMC.org/webministryfor 
instructions  on  how  to  participate  in 
the  audio  webcast  from  the  comfort 
of  one’s  own  computer. 
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Called  session  of  Annual  Conference  cancelled 


The  called  session  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  scheduled  for  January  1 1, 
2003,  has  been  cancelled  by  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson. 

At  a  recent  meeting  the  Study 
Committees  on  Districting  and 
Conference  Staffing  determined  that 
neither  of  the  committees  will  be  ready 


to  present  their  recommendations  by 
that  date.  “Rather  than  try  and  force 
such  an  important  decision  as  to  the 
number  of  districts  and  the  total  staffing 
needs  of  the  Conference  into  a  short 
time  frame,  the  committees  felt  it  best  to 
cancel  the  called  session.  By  doing  this, 
adequate  time  will  be  provided  to  make 


a  recommendation  so  that  people  can 
study  and  dialogue  about  it  before  the 
Annual  Conference  session  in  June,”  said 
Bishop  Hutchinson. 

The  presentation  of  any  recommen¬ 
dations  will  be  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report  and  will  be  brought  before  the 
annual  conference  session  in  June. 


All  That  Jazz 


Students  participate 
in  the  St.  Mark's  Treme 
Jazz  Project  at  St. 
Mark's  Community 
Center  in  New 
Orleans.  The  program 
was  co-founded  in 
1995  by  Kirk  Ford, 
playing  drums  in  the 
background. 


St.  Mark's  program  helps  youth  grow  through  music 


Greg  Dawson,  one  of  two  instructors 
for  the  St.  Mark’s  Treme  Jazz  Project  in 
New  Orleans,  views  the  musical  pro¬ 
gram  as  a  way  to  “give  back”  to  the  city 
that  has  been  so  good  to  him.  The 
band,  an  arm  of  the  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  Church  Community  Center 


and  the  St.  Mark’s  Street  Academy 
Charter  School,  has  been  serving  and 
reaching  out  to  kids  in  the  first  through 
twelfth  grades  for  almost  eight  years. 

“I’m  very  excited  about  this  project 
and  what  we’re  doing.  When  I  was  a 
child,  I  was  shortchanged  in  some 


ways.  But  I  loved  music  and  made  a 
commitment  to  pursuing  it  at  a  young 
age.  Eventually,  all  the  hard  work  paid 
off.  This  project  is  doing  the  same 
things  for  all  the  kids  that  participate,” 

See  Music,  page  4 


Church  continues  storm  response 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  are 
working  hand-in-hand  with  disaster 
relief  agencies  and  other  denominations 
to  meet  the  needs  of  hundreds  of  thou¬ 
sands  affected  by  two  recent  storms, 
Hurricane  Lili  and  Tropical  Storm 
Isadore.  The  storms  reached  the 
Louisiana  coasdine  barely  a  week  apart, 
with  Lili  striking  land  on  Oct.  3,  packing 
winds  of  100  mph  and  producing 
downed  power  lines,  fallen  trees  and 


extensive  flooding.  Reports  of  wind 
damage  are  more  significant  in  the 
northwestern  portion  of  the  Acadiana 
District,  while  serious  flooding  has  dev¬ 
astated  the  southern  coastal  areas  of  the 
state. 

An  assessment  team  sent  from 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  deemed  the  disaster 
“worse  than  first  thought,”  and  esti¬ 
mates  a  four-  to  five-year  recovery  peri- 
SeeRecovery,  page  7 


Donations  toward  disaster  response 
in  the  aftermath  of  Lili  and  Isidore  in 
the  Caribbean  and  the  United  States 
may  be  given  to  UMCOR's  Hurricanes 
2002,  Advance  #901 185-6.  Your  tax- 
deductible  gift  may  be  given  through 
your  local  church,  or  sent  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Checks 
should  be  clearly  marked  for 
Hurricanes-Advance  #901 1 85-6.  One 
hundred  percent  of  your  designated 
gift  goes  to  this  emergency. 
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Bishop  Hutchinson  leads  delegation  to  Africa  University 


Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and  other  United  Methodists  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  build  a  walkway 
on  a  recent  visit  to  Africa  University  and  other  locales  in  Zimbabwe.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman 


BY  BISHOP  WILLIAM  W.  HUTCHINSON 

The  African  Mission  trip,  facilitated  by 
Rev.  Larry  Norman  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  is  now  living  his¬ 
tory.  It  was  an  educational,  inspira¬ 
tional,  and  transformational  journey 
into  the  heart  of  Zimbabwe  and  into  the 
midst  of  Africa  University,  the  university 
built  by  The  United  Methodist  Church 
for  the  continent  of  Africa. 

Before  going  on  this  adventure,  I 
knew  quite  a  bit  about  the  university 
through  my  work  with  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
and  through  information  disseminated 
by  that  board  and  by  the  university  itself. 
However,  none  of  that  intellectual 
understanding  was  comparable  to 
standing  on  the  campus  itself  and  being 
in  conversation  with  students,  faculty, 
and  workers  in  the  cafeteria  and  on  the 
grounds.  Rising  up  out  of  the  reddish 
hills  of  the  eastern  highlands  of 
Zimbabwe  is  a  modern,  beautiful,  care¬ 
fully  manicured  university  teeming  with 
students  from  all  over  the  continent  of 
Africa  who  have  come  for  an  education 
that  will  enable  and  equip  them  to  be 
leaders  into  the  future.  As  Bishop  Alfred 
L.  Norris  said  to  me  just  before  our 
departure  for  the  trip,  “This  will  make 
you  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist.” 
And  indeed  it  did. 

I  must  admit  that  I  was  somewhat 
reluctant  about  going  to  Zimbabwe  at 
this  point  in  time.  The  news  of  the  land 
reform  that  is  happening  in  the  country 
was  quite  disturbing.  The  advice  of  the 
British  and  Australian  embassies  that 
their  citizens  should  not  travel  to 
Zimbabwe  was  disquieting.  I  wasn’t  sure 
what  we  might  encounter  in  the  way  of 
“western  prejudice”  or  political  instabili¬ 
ty.  However,  we  were  encouraged  by 
everyone  on  the  grounds  of  the  universi¬ 
ty  with  whom  we  corresponded  that  we 
should  come  with  no  fear.  Indeed  they 
gave  good  advice. 

The  poverty  in  the  country  is  quite 
evident.  Rich  and  poor  live  side  by  side, 
with  the  poor  being  the  dominant  num¬ 
bers.  We  saw  no  evidence  of  the  starva¬ 
tion  about  which  you  read,  but  we  did 
encounter  multitudes  of  people  whose 
livelihoods  have  been  destroyed  and 
who  are  doing  whatever  necessary  to  put 
food  on  their  tables.  Inflation  is  ram¬ 
pant  (our  exchange  rate  one  day  was  700 
Zim  dollars  to  one  (1)  U.S.  dollar),  and 
people  are  scrambling  for  any  income 
possible.  Living  is  at  a  subsistence  level 
at  best. 

On  one  side  trip  from  the  University, 
we  rode  through  the  city  of  Mutare  to 
see  the  various  levels  of  housing,  high 
density  and  low  density.  The  low  density 

-  homes  of  business  and  political  leaders 

-  appeared  much  like  any  housing  area 
you  would  encounter  in  the  U.S.  The 
high-density  area  was  crowded  with  the 
most  meager  of  housing  construction 
and  filled  with  street  vendors  trying  to 
sell  carrots,  oranges,  peas,  onions,  etc. 
for  any  small  amount  of  money.  I  was 
most  uncomfortable  riding  through 
these  areas,  peering  at  the  poverty  from 
an  air  conditioned  bus,  and  seeing  the 
inquisitive  looks  on  people’s  faces  ask¬ 
ing,  “What  did  you  come  to  see?” 

Another  venture  was  to  a  day 


school/clinic  sponsored 
by  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  far 
removed  from  city  life, 
and  tucked  away  in  a 
small  village  in  the 
rolling  countryside.  It  is 
at  this  center  that  the 
children  of  AIDS  victims 
are  cared  for  in  a  day 
care  setting  and  at  the 
clinic.  The  balloon  ani¬ 
mals  produced  by  Rev. 

Nancy  Wofford  of 
Quitman/ Clay, 

Louisiana,  brightened 
the  joyous  faces  of  the 
children.  Enthralled  by 
the  balloons,  the  chil¬ 
dren  danced  and  sang, 
clinging  to  our  team 
members  as  if  we  were 
angels  from  heaven.  It 
was  heart  rending  to  see 
the  children  who 
already  are  living  with 
AIDS  and  whose  fragile 
lives  are  tenuous  at  best. 

At  the  same  time,  it  was 
a  beautiful  sense  of  affir¬ 
mation  that  the  cross 
and  flame  was  on  the 
sign  that  said,  “Chitora 
Mission.” 

Fane  Peeples  of 
Shreveport  had  gathered 
clothes  for  the  children 
there  and  they  were 
ecstatic  to  receive  just 
one  piece  of  new  cloth¬ 
ing  that  they  could  wear  for  a  special 
occasion. 

Our  work  at  the  University  consisted 
of  finishing  up  a  “Peace  Pole”  project, 
painting  the  original  buildings  that  were 
used  in  the  early  ‘90s  before  the  perma¬ 
nent  campus  began  to  emerge,  replacing 
windows  that  had  been  broken  out,  and 
laying  walkways  that  led  to  the  new 
Theology  building.  While  the  physical 
labor  consumed  most  of  our  time  at  the 
University,  the  interaction  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  was  the  most  enlightening  and  satis¬ 
fying. 

We  were  able  to  leave  there,  after  a 
week  of  work,  with  a  confirmed  feeling 
that  the  work  of  higher  education  in 
Zimbabwe,  and  all  of  Africa,  is  greatly 
enhanced  by  Africa  University.  When  we 
send  our  apportionment  dollars  to  this 
great  mission,  we  are  helping  educate 
those  who  are  going  to  be  leaders  in  the¬ 
ology,  medicine,  agriculture,  and  politi¬ 
cal  affairs  into  the  remainder  of  this  cen¬ 
tury  and  beyond. 

After  leaving  the  University  we  took  a 
few  days  of  rest  and  relaxation  and  trav¬ 
eled  to  Victoria  Falls  to  view  that  magnif¬ 
icent  natural  phenomenon.  In  Shona, 
the  primary  language  of  Zimbabwe,  it  is 
called  “The  Smoke  that  Thunders."  With 
the  mists  rising  and  the  pounding  sound 
of  the  mile-wide  Zambezi  River  thunder¬ 
ing  over  the  precipice  and  into  the  gorge 
below,  it  is  tnrly  a  moment  of  holy  won¬ 
der. 

One  day  was  given  to  two  safaris,  one 
in  Victoria  Falls  and  one  in  Hwange.  We 
experienced  everything  from  waterbucks 
and  elephants,  to  giraffes  and  one  lone 


stately  male  lion.  It  was  amazing  to  be 
out  in  the  “wild”  with  the  magnificent 
animals  we  normally  see  in  zoo  cages, 
roaming  freely  in  their  natural  habitat.  It 
was  humbling  to  think,  “we  are  the  inter¬ 
lopers  here  and  they  are  the  natural  citi¬ 
zens!” 

Kay’s  and  my  hearts  have  been  indeli¬ 
bly  touched  by  this  experience.  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  Rev.  Nancy  Wofford, 
Milton  Geltz,  Doyle  Coffelt  and  Alf  and 
Peggy  Pike,  all  from  Louisiana,  joined  us. 
In  addition  we  had  with  us  Dr.  Emily 


Stahler  of  Marietta,  Oklahoma  and 
Richard  and  Linda  Reinhart  of 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 

Our  travels  as  a  group  were  enhanced 
by  the  daily  devotions  shared  by  each 
member  and  by  the  common  bond  we 
shared  in  wanting  to  be  useful  to  God’s 
kingdom  through  this  avenue  of  mis¬ 
sion. 

We  shall  be  forever  grateful  for  this 
opportunity  and  shall  be  forever  com¬ 
mitted  to  God’s  mission  in  Africa  as  a 
result. 
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United  Methodist  Women  gather  clothing  to  send  with  VIM  to  Africa 


Editor’s  Note:  Fane  Peeples  is  the 
wife  of  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  William  Peeples. 

BY  FANE  PEEPLES 

I  recently  had  an  inspiring,  and  won¬ 
derful  experience  which  allowed  me  to 
see  God’s  hand  at  work.  It  all  started 
when  I  chose  a  missionary  to  write  to 
and  pray  for  from  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Prayer  Calendar.  I  selected 
Esther  Susan  Soko  with  the  United 
Methodist  Chitora  Clinic  in  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe. 

I  wrote  Esther  to  let  her  know  that 
the  women  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  were  praying  for  her  and 
her  ministry.  She  wrote  back,  sharing 
thanks  for  the  prayers  and  news  about 
the  work  at  the  clinic. 

There  are  90  orphans  who  come  to 
the  preschool  at  the  facility.  The  chil¬ 
dren  meet  in  a  shed  built  for  the  school. 
Most  of  the  children’s  parents  have  died 
of  AIDS.  There  are  tremendous  needs 
for  food  and  clothing. 

I  heard  that  a  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  from  the  annual  conference  was 
going  to  Zimbabwe  in  September,  and 
called  Larry  Norman,  director  ofVIM,  to 
see  if  the  group  could  bring  clothes  to 
the  children  at  the  clinic  in  Mutare.  He 
said  that  they  could. 

A  group  of  United  Methodist  women 
quickly  gathered  up  92  sets  of  clothing 
in  only  two  days  to  be  sent  with  the  VIM 
team. 

Once  the  team  arrived,  plans  to 
deliver  the  items  got  underway.  The 
group,  which  included  Bishop  William 


W.  Hutchinson  and  his  wife  Kay,  set  out 
on  a  75-mile  journey  over  rough  roads 
and  through  rivers  to  get  to  their  desti¬ 
nation. 

Esther  and  her  staff  were  delighted  to 
see  them.  Some  of  the  children  were 
there  and  began  to  try  on  the  new 
clothes.  In  appreciation,  the  little  ones 
sang  songs  for  the  visitors. 

I  have  since  found  out  more  about 
Esther.  She  is  a  nurse  and  visits  16  vil¬ 
lages,  helping  with  health  needs.  She 
has  a  car,  but  gas  is  very  expensive,  so 
she  walks  many  miles  to  provide  help. 
Esther  serves  as  part  of  the  Hope  for  the 
Children  of  Africa  program,  and  receives 
$500  a  month  as  salary.  Her  workers  are 
all  volunteers,  which  discourages  Esther 
because  they  all  work  so  hard.  Her  job  is 
a  two-year  position. 

Esther  expressed  the  desire  to  travel 
to  Louisiana  some  day  to  say  "thank 
you”  face-to-face  to  the  people  who 
sent  items  and  aid. 

Another  idea  that  is  brewing  is  the 
possibility  of  sending  sewing  machines 
and  people  to  teach  the  women  in 
Mutare  how  to  sew,  as  they  have  no  jobs 
or  money.  Since  there  is  also  no  electric¬ 
ity,  the  machines  would  have  to  be 
manual  or  treadle-operated.  We’ll  pray 
for  this  possibility  and  see  where  the 
Lord  continues  to  lead  us. 

Thanks  to  everyone  who  has  helped 
on  this  mission  journey.  Those  who 
prayed,  those  who  continue  to  pray, 
those  who  gathered  clothes,  those  who 
delivered  them,  those  who  are  serving 
others  in  Mutare,  and  those  who  want 
to  go  and  help.  Prayer  is  very  powerful! 


Photo  by  Larry  Norman 

Rev.  Nancy  Wofford,  pastor  of  the  Quitman/Clay  Charge,  traveled  to  Zimbabwe  recently 
with  a  group  of  volunteers  from  the  Louisiana  Conference.  She  made  balloon  animals  for 
children  living  near  the  Methodist  Chitora  Clinic  in  Mutare,  which  primarily  serves  chil¬ 
dren  orphaned  by  the  AIDS  epidemic.  More  photos  of  the  visit  can  be  found  on  page  8. 


Meetings  to  address  medical  coverage 


Mount  Sequoyah  to  host  seminar  on  conflict 


A  seminar  entitled  “Resolving 
Conflict  in  the  Small  Membership 
Church”  will  be  offered  Nov.  18-20  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  Center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark.  The  seminar  is 
designed  to  enable  leaders  of  local 
congregations  to  be  in  mission  rather 
than  being  consumed  by  conflict. 

Bruce  Blake,  Bishop  of  Oklahoma 


Area,  will  be  among  the  presenters  in 
this  short  course  of  study. 

Cost  for  the  three-day  event  is  $140; 
$99  for  each  additional  person  from 
the  same  church. 

For  more  information  on  how  to 
register,  contact  Mount  Sequoyah  at 
(479)  443-4569  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.mountsequoyah.org. 


Funds  still  needed 

BY  NANCI  YOUNGBLOOD 

The  Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  permanent 
fund,  established  by  the  General 
Conference  and  endorsed  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  is  three-fourths  of 
the  way  to  its  goal  of  $1  million  with 
exactly  $754,408.23  as  of  October  14. 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  have  con¬ 
tributed  just  under  $4,000  to  the  fund. 

Delegates  to  the  2002  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  voted  to 
“encourage  local  churches  to  contribute 
$1  per  annual  average  worship  atten¬ 
dance  (column  #10  of  the  Statistical 
Report  in  the  Conference  Journal).”  Has 
your  church  sent  in  an  amount  for  the 
Encounter  with  Christ  fund?  Your  treas¬ 
urer  can  report  it  on  an  Advance  Special 
form  in  the  General  Advance  Special 
section  with  the  notation  that  it  is  for 
Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean — permanent  fund 


for  Latin  America 

#025100.  If  every  church  sends  in  just 
that  amount,  our  conference  will  con¬ 
tribute  $50,121  (page  S-74,  column  10, 
2002  Journal). 

The  following  article  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service  highlights  the 
urgency  of  connecting  in  ministry  with 
our  Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
southern  part  of  this  hemisphere  as  they 
seek  to  share  Christ’s  love  and  compas¬ 
sion  through  varied  ministries. 

(UMNS)  -  Concerned  United 
Methodists  are  calling  upon  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  give  priority  to  the  churches 
and  people  of  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean.  They  hope  the  Nov.  3-4  joint 
meeting  of  tire  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  and  Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America  (CIEMAL)  in  Puerto  Rico  will 

SeeLatin  America,  page  4 


Three  meetings  will  be  held  through¬ 
out  the  Annual  Conference  during  the 
month  of  November  to  explain  changes 
pertaining  to  the  current  medical  cover¬ 
age  offered  through  the  Conference. 
Pastors,  lay  persons  who  work  with 
administering  pastors’  compensation 
packages,  and  any  lay  participants  in  the 
program  will  want  to  attend  the  meeting 
targeting  their  tri-district  area. 

“We  are  hoping  that  these  changes 
will  curb  trends  in  rising  health  costs,” 
explained  Carl  Rhodes,  pension  and 


benefits  officer.  He  stressed  that  these 
changes  will  impact  retirees  as  well  as 
active  clergy. 

The  Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans  and 
North  Shore  Districts  will  meet  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  LaPlace  on 
Nov.  5  from  10  a.m.-12  n.n.  The  Ruston, 
Monroe  and  Shreveport  Districts  will  meet 
at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  on  Nov.  25  from 
10  a.m.-12  n.n.  The  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles 
and  Alexandria  Districts  will  gather  at  a 
church  in  Lafayette,  to  be  announced,  on 
Nov.  26  from  10  a.m.-12  p.m. 


Acadiana  gets  new  congregation 


The  Acadiana  District  has  a  new 
congregation  called  Faith  Community 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Rev.  John  Cannon,  who  received 
his  appointment  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  has  been  working  with  the 
fledgling  church  serving  the 
Youngsville  /  Broussard/  Southeast 
Lafayette  area  since  this  summer. 

Until  recendy,  the  church  was 
unnamed.  Cannon  solved  that  prob¬ 
lem  by  surveying  unchurched  house¬ 
holds  in  the  area  and  asking  them  to 
select  an  “inviting"  name  from  a  list  of 
possibilities. 

Those  surveyed  were  subsequendy 
invited  to  a  picnic  where  a  final  choice 
was  made. 


“What  we  did  was  symbolize  our 
emphasis  on  ‘welcoming  all,’  inviting 
newcomers  to  make  one  of  our  first, 
most  important  decisions. 

“I  thought  of  the  parable  of  the 
laborers  in  the  vineyard  who  all  expe¬ 
rienced  welcoming  grace,  no  matter 
when  they  arrived  for  work,”  said 
Cannon. 

The  congregation  has  a  burgeoning 
small  group  ministry,  and  training  for 
the  first  group  of  church  leaders  has 
begun. 

“It  is  inspiring  that  the  first  offer¬ 
ings  collected  from  these  group  meet¬ 
ings  are  earmarked  for  disaster  relief 
for  the  recent  hurricane,”  said 
Cannon. 
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said  Dawson,  a  professional  musician. 

This  exciting  music  program  got  its 
start  when  Kirk  Ford  developed  the  idea 
for  the  project  and  began  approaching 
different  institutions  to  help  them  get  it 
off  the  ground.  Rev.  Greg  Dike  of  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  was  immediately  interested 
and  asked  us  to  be  a  part  of  the  charter 
school's  overall  program.  Many  times, 
we  are  dealing  with  kids  who  believe  the 
educational  system  has  failed  them.  For 
some,  this  is  the  last  go  round  to  make  a 
difference  in  their  education.  I’m  proud 
to  say  that  attendance  at  the  charter 
school  has  increased  since  the  jazz  proj¬ 
ect  began,"  said  Ford,  who  also  serves  as 
an  instructor. 

St.  Mark’s  Treme  Jazz  Project  has 
begun  to  make  a  name  for  itself  in  a 
town  where  jazz  is  “king.”  The  group 
performs  annually  for  three  or  four  jazz 
festivals,  including  the  prestigious  New 
Orleans  Jazz  and  Heritage  Festival  and 
the  French  Quarter  Association  Festival. 

During  the  school  year,  the  students 
practice  Monday  through  Friday  from  3- 
5  p.m.  and  Saturday  from  10  a.m.-12  n.n. 
During  the  summer,  the  youngsters 
practice  on  weekdays  from  8  a.m.-12 
n.n.  “We  serve  kids  from  the  city,  and 
from  surrounding  areas.  We  even  had  a 
student  this  summer  from  Mississippi, 
who  lived  with  relatives  here  during  that 
time,”  said  Dawson.  He  added  that 
approximately  80  young  people  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  summer  program,  and  that 
the  administration  is  expecting  from  50- 
60  students  for  the  school  year. 

The  program  provides  the  students 
with  instruments,  which  are  passed 
down  from  year  to  year.  “Probably 
around  50  percent  of  the  children  come 
from  under-served  homes,  so  many  of 
them  cannot  afford  to  purchase  their 
own  instruments.  We  do  a  lot  of  the 
repair  on  the  instruments  ourselves  to 
keep  the  band  up  and  running,”  said 
Dawson.  Recently,  the  House  of  Blues  in 
New  Orleans  sponsored  a  guitar  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  band  in  conjunction  with 
Washburn  Guitars. 

“They  generously  donated  10  guitars, 
and  five  more  are  on  their  way.  The  gui¬ 
tar  program  is  a  wonderful  addition  to 
the  band,  wfiich  has  also  recently  added 
a  piano  and  a  full  set  of  drums,”  said 
Dawson. 

For  many  of  the  young  people 
involved  with  the  band,  the  benefit  lies 
in  more  them  just  learning  how  to  play 
an  instrument.  “Studies  done  through 
UCLA  have  shown  that  participating  in  a 


Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


The  St.  Mark's  Treme  Jazz  Project  has  expanded  to  include  guitar  instruction  as  well,  led 
by  Chris  Polacheck,  top.  The  classes  are  about  more  than  music.  When  one  student  said 
he  couldn't  play  a  particular  note,  Polacheck  reminded  the  class, "There  is  no  such  thing 
as  'can't.'"  Instructor  Greg  Dawson  leads  the  jazz  group  through  rehearsal. 


music  program  helps  build  self  esteem 
in  kids.  I’ve  seen  that  happen  for  so 
many  of  the  young  people  here  at  St. 
Mark's.  Quite  a  few  students  have  gone 
on  to  become  music  majors  in  college, 
and  some  of  the  kids  have  gone  on  to 
study  at  the  New  Orleans  Creative  Arts 
Center.  Several  are  now  working  with 
recording  artists,  establishing  a  career  in 
music,”  said  Ford. 

“We  went  to  a  lot  of  street  comers, 
took  guns  out  of  the  hands  of  kids,  and 
put  an  instrument  in  its  place,”  said 
Ford.  “The  most  rewarding  thing  for  me 
is  that  the  kids  always  come  back  to 
thank  us.  Even  though  all  young  people 
are  not  college  material,  they  can  be  pro¬ 
ductive  citizens  with  good  careers,” 
added  Ford.  The  ability  to  perform  for 
the  public  is  emphasized  and  developed 
through  the  program.  “We  like  to  tailor 
our  performances  around  the  communi¬ 
ty’s  needs.  When  people  like  what  they 
see,  the  kids  feel  really  good  about  them¬ 
selves.  The  pride  and  sense  of  accom¬ 
plishment  is  a  big  part  of  the  whole  pic¬ 
ture,”  said  Dawson. 

The  program  offers  opportunities,  not 
only  to  the  musically  inclined,  but  to 
kids  interested  in  the  music  industry. 
Some  of  the  participants  set  up  public 
address  systems  and  sound  equipment 
before  performances;  some  help  to  con¬ 
duct  recording  sessions.  With  the  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Jazz  Band,  there 
seems  to  be  something  for  everyone. 

Darin  James,  saxophonist  for  the  jazz 
band,  said,  "I  love  playing  music  because 
it  relaxes  you.  It  also  keeps  you  out  of 
trouble  because  it  gives  you  something 
else  to  do  besides  playing  video  games.” 
His  favorite  experience  with  the  band 
has  been  performing  before  a  big  crowd 
at  the  House  of  Blues  in  New  Orleans. 
“Playing  in  front  of  all  those  people 
made  me  feel  very,  very  professional.” 

Rhonda  James,  mother  of  band  mem¬ 
ber  Darin  James,  said,  “I  am  so  proud  of 
Darin  and  what  he  has  accomplished 
through  the  program.  I  know  how  much 
it  means  to  him,  because  he  would 
never  miss  a  practice  or  a  performance. 
There  is  something  special  there,  for  him 
and  for  all  the  kids.”  Darin  was  accepted 
to  attend  St.  Augustine  High  School, 
where  he  plays  the  saxophone  for  the 
school’s  renowned  marching  band. 
“Darin’s  school  band  played  for  the  Rose 
Bowl  last  year.  It  was  a  great  experience 
for  him.  I  really  believe  that  St.  Mark’s 
did  that  for  him.  The  jazz  band  made 
him  the  musician  he  is  today,”  said 


Rhonda  James.  Jonathon  Williams,  cur¬ 
rently  in  the  eighth  grade,  has  enjoyed 
working  with  the  younger  kids  in  the 
program.  “It  makes  you  feel  good  when 
they  look  up  to  you,”  he  said.  “When  I 
first  got  into  the  band,  I  was  just  expect¬ 
ing  it  to  be  fun.  I  know  now  how  very 


valuable  this  is  to  me,”  Williams  said, 
adding  that  he  is  considering  going  into 
music  education. 

“The  folks  at  St.  Mark’s  have  support¬ 
ed  us  tremendously  in  this  effort.  They 
really  appreciate  the  work  we’re  doing 
here,”  said  Ford. 


Latin  America,  from  page  2 


help  foster  increased  attention  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  its  part¬ 
nership  with  the  19  Methodist  bodies  in 
the  region.  Advocates  for  the  Latin 
America/Caribbean  emphasis  include 
representatives  of  MARCFLA 
(Methodists  Associated  to  Represent 
the  Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans)  and 
related  staff  at  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  board 
has  a  permanent  fund  called 
“Encounter  With  Christ”  that  is  raising 


money  to  support  mission  partnerships 
for  Methodist  churches  throughout  the 
Southern  Hemisphere. 

In  November  2001,  MARCHA 
approved  a  resolution,  in  cooperation 
with  CIEMAL,  requesting  the  denomi¬ 
nation  make  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean  a  “missional  priority”  for  the 
2005-2008  quadrennium. 

The  resolution  calls  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation  to  work  with  CIEMAL  to  provide 
ministries  in  the  areas  of  evangelism 


and  church  growth;  leadership  devel¬ 
opment,  health  and  community  min¬ 
istries;  ministries  with  women,  children 
and  youth;  and  ministries  with  Afro- 
Caribbean,  Afro-Latin  American  and 
indigenous  peoples. 

In  some  areas,  assistance  is  desper¬ 
ately  needed,  MARCHA  says.  The 
Caribbean,  for  example,  is  second  only 
to  sub-Saharan  Africa  in  the  number  of 
adults  infected  with  HIY  and  HIV/AIDS 
has  become  a  leading  cause  of  death  in 
several  countries.  In  addition,  more 
than  half  of  the  468  million  people  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  live 


in  extreme  poverty,  including  millions 
of  children  who  live  on  the  streets, 
struggling  to  survive. 

The  region’s  Methodist  churches  are 
growing  and  need  strong  partnerships 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
continue  their  witness  and  mission 
opportunities,  according  to  MARCHA. 

Supporters  of  the  proposal  for  a  mis¬ 
sion  emphasis  on  Latin  America  met  in 
August  in  Chicago.  Mary  Silva, 
MARCHA’s  executive  director,  pointed 
to  the  connection  between  ministry 
with  those  in  the  region  and  Hispanics 
in  the  United  States. 
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St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Harahan  presented  "The  Feast,"  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Holy  Communion  on  World  Communion  Day  Oct.  6. "The  Feast,"  arranged 
by  Walt  Harrah,  is  a  communion  experience  unlike  any  other,  focusing  on  the 
Sacrament  through  music.  St.  Paul's  choir  is  under  the  direction  of  Mark 
Armstrong. 


The  New  Orleans  District  Ministry  Team  sponsored  Liturgical  Dance  Workshop 
was  a  success  with  103  participants.  The  workshop  brought  together  sixteen 
New  Orleans  United  Methodist  Churches,  Baptist  Churches,  Catholics,  Non- 
Denominational  and  United  Methodist  Churches  from  the  Northshore,  Baton 
Rouge  and  Acadiana  Districts.  The  workshop,  led  by  Angela  Norris  Johnson  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  called  for  the  involvement  of  workshop  participants  in  dance  and 
song.  Groups  participating  in  the  choreography  clinic  represented  all  age  groups 
from  youth  to  seniors. 

Workshop  participants  ended  the  day  with  a  clearer  understanding  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  dance  in  the  Church,  choreography,  the  purpose,  ability  and  costuming. 
Johnson  stressed  the  importance  of  being  selective  where  dance  ministry  is  per¬ 
formed  and  stressed  that  the  liturgical  dancer  prepares  mainly  by  praying. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  New  Orleans  District  Communication  Advisor. 

Dian  Kent 
837  Sumner  St. 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 14 
(504)  528-2219 
(504)  328-2265  fax 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  Hutchinson  celebrate  People  Participating  in  Action  for 
Community  Transformation  at  Thompson  United  Methodist  Church  with  Rev. 
William  Jones,  top  left,  and  PPACT  Program  Committee  Members. 


Thompson  UMC 

Bishop  William  Hutchinson  deliv¬ 
ered  the  morning  message  at 
Thompson  United  Methodist  Church 
on  Sunday,  September  8,  2002,  as  the 
church  celebrated  its  PPACT 
Program.  PPACT,  which  stands  for 
People  Participating  in  Action  for 
Community  Transformation,  is 
designed  to  enhance  and  serve  the 
St.  Roch  community. 

Bishop  Hutchinson’s  message  of 
‘HOPE’  asked  that  we  “hold  close  the 
teachings  of  Jesus;  offer  Jesus’  love  to 
everyone;  purposefully  make  every 
day  count  for  Jesus;  and  remember 
that  Every  person  is  a  child  of  God 
and  deserves  to  be  treated  as  such.’’ 

Thompson’s  PPACT  Program  pro¬ 
vides  an  after-school  tutorial  pro- 


celebrates  PPACT 

gram  and  a  summer  art  program. 

The  after-school  tutorial  program  has 
small  group  instruction  and  gives 
one-on-one  instruction  when  need¬ 
ed. 

Its  objective  is  to  reinforce  basic 
skills,  improve  critical  thinking, 
enhance  creative  thinking  and  to 
encourage  oral  expression.  The  sum¬ 
mer  art  program  serves  as  a  means  of 
introducing  students  to  art  and  as  a 
way  to  develop  a  deeper  understand¬ 
ing  of  art. 

The  Thompson  UMC  PPACT  pro¬ 
gram  fits  Bishop  Hutchinson’s  mes¬ 
sage  of  hope  as  it  embraces  the  St. 
Roch  community  with  love  and  hope 
while  holding  close  the  teachings  of 
Jesus. 


Aurora  United  Methodist  Church  youth  prepared  and  served  lunch  at  the  recent 
Prevention  of  Sexual  Misconduct  training  held  at  the  church  in  Algiers.  The  infor¬ 
mational  seminar  was  attended  by  ministers  and  laypersons  in  an  effort  to 
understand  what  the  United  Methodist  guidelines  are  and  placing  protective 
procedures  in  the  Church. 
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"A  Ramp  is  not  enough":  District  to  host  disability  ministry  conference 


BY  LAURA  F.  BROWN 

Wendy  Klamm,  Director  of  Worship- 
Related  Ministries  at  Northwood  UMC 
met  with  the  Acadiana  District  Ministry 
Team  to  discuss  the  need  to  further 
develop  ministry  for  people  with  disabil¬ 
ities  based  on  her  research  and  the 
Census  2000. 

“According  to  the  2000  Census,  one  in 
five  people  in  Louisiana  have  some  type 
of  disability  (hearing,  vision,  physical, 
learning,  mental,  developmental  or 
environmental.)  This  equates  to  approx¬ 
imately  151,000  people  living  in  the 
Acadiana  District  alone.  While  some 
physically  challenged  persons  may 


attend  and  be  actively  involved  in  a 
church,  the  majority  are  without  a 
church  home,”  according  to  Klamm’s 
report  to  the  DMT. 

A  conference  is  planned  for  people 
with  disabilities,  their  families,  and  for 
churches  that  want  to  develop  this  min¬ 
istry.  This  inclusive  ministry  conference, 
“A  Ramp  Is  Not  Enough,”  will  offer 
numerous  resources  for  “genuine  spiri¬ 
tual  access”  for  persons  with  disabilities. 
The  conference  is  scheduled  for  April  5, 
2003. 

For  additional  information  contact 
Wendy  Klamm  at  (337)  235-9145  or 
wklamm@cox-intemet.com. 


The  Acadiana  District 
Ministry  Team  will  host 
"A  Ramp  Is  Not  Enough," 
a  conference  planned  for 
people  with  disabilities, 
their  families,  and  for 
churches  that  want  to 
develop  this  ministry  in 
April  2003. 


Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Baldwin  Mayor  Wayne  Breaux  unloads  food  from  the  Red  Cross  at  the  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown  Depot  during  the  recent  response  to  Hurricane  Lili. 


Dulac  hit  hard  by  Hurricane  Lili 


Three  days  after  Hurricane  Lili 
roared  through  Dulac,  the  DMT  visit¬ 
ed  and  talked  with  Rev.  Kirby  Verret’s 
wife,  Zoe  who  was  busy  assisting  indi¬ 
viduals  with  FEMA  applications  and 
preparing  sandwiches  to  feed  over 
500  persons.  Dulac  UMC  is  the 
Conference’s  only  Native  American 
church,  situated  in  the  southern  part 
of  the  district.  Numerous  homes  were 
damaged  from  the  flood  waters. 


Velma  Watson  with  TRAC  was  on  the 
scene  with  Public  Health  Officials 
administering  tetanus  shots  and  the 
Salvation  Army  sent  in  flood  buckets. 
Rev.  Verret  was  busy  working  with  var¬ 
ious  agencies  to  obtain  assistance  as 
well  as  visiting  with  members  of  the 
church  and  others  in  the  community 
who  were  housed  in  shelters. 

To  assist  please  call  Rev.  or  Mrs. 
Kirby  Verret  at  (985)  851-1553. 


First  New  Iberia,  where  Rev.  Scott  Bullock  is  the  pastor,  was  the  host  site  for  the 
NetResults  Workshop  to  "Strengthen  and  Grow  Your  Sunday  School." 

The  one-day  district-wide  workshop  provided  a  working  knowledge  of  how  to 
develop  and  operate  an  exciting,  growing  Sunday  School  that  reaches  and  helps  to 
disciple  persons  of  all  ages. 

"It  was  really  one  of  the  most  helpful  workshops  I've  attended"  said  Rev.  Eric 
Jenkins,  pastor  of  St.  Peter  and  Mallalieu  UMCs.  Workshop  participants  came  from 
throughout  the  district  and  conference. 

The  workshop  leader  was  Rick  Kirchoff,  senior  pastor  of  Germantown  UMC  in 
Germantown, Tennessee,  which  averages  over  900  in  worship  attendance  and  more 
than  700  in  Sunday  school. 

Check  out:  www.netresults.com;  Subcribe  to  NetResults  for  great  ministry  ideas! 


Lay  speaking 

Two  Basic  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries  courses  were  held 
in  the  Acadiana  District  in 
September.  We  are  planning 
on  an  Advanced  Course  on 
Evangelism  in  New  Iberia  in 
November.  Contact  the 
District  Office  at  (337)  235- 
2904  for  more  information. 
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Recovery,  from  page 1 


od.  UMCOR  is  consulting  with  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  developing 
an  effective  recovery  effort,  and  will 
provide  case -management  training  to 
those  participating  in  a  long-term  vol¬ 
unteer  program. 

The  Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency  (FEMA)  expects 
to  have  over  100,000  requests  for 
assistance  once  applications  are  fin¬ 
ished.  FEMA  estimates  that  nearly  10 
percent  of  those  helped  with  federal 
funds  will  still  need  additional  case 
work  and  assistance  to  fully  recover 
and  rebuild.  “This  is  where  long-term 
help  with  social  services  and  recon¬ 
struction  will  come  into  play,”  said 
Tony  Fontenot,  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Disaster  Relief 
Team. 

Members  of  the  team  are  meeting 
regularly  with  Volunteer  Organizations 
Active  in  Disaster  (VOAD)  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  scope  of  the  disaster  and  to 
plan  an  effective  response  to  needs. 
“The  VOAD  meetings  keep  agencies 
from  duplicating  efforts  and  services,” 
said  Fontenot.  “We  are  working  in 
concert  with  groups  like  the  Louisiana 
Red  Cross,  FoodNET,  the  Salvation 
Army,  FEMA,  and  the  American 
Baptist  Church  to  stabilize  conditions 
for  those  affected.  Our  goal  is  to  be 
sure  that  folks  are  safe,  sanitary  and 
secure,  and  to  move  people  out  of 
shelters  and  back  into  their  homes.” 

Fontenot  said  that  there  were  still 
close  to  70  persons  housed  in  the 
shelters  which  at  one  point  accommo¬ 
dated  over  100,000  evacuees. 

UMCOR  Sager  Brown  in  Baldwin, 
La.  continues  to  serve  as  a  center  for 
meal  distribution  and  has  been  issu¬ 
ing  flood  buckets,  mops,  brooms, 
blankets  and  bedding  kits. 


United  Methodist  congregations 
throughout  the  Conference  raised 
over  $10,000  in  a  special  collection 
during  Oct.  6  worship  services,  ear¬ 
marked  to  assist  FoodNET  in  provid¬ 
ing  meals  where  needed. 

Efforts  are  moving  out  of  the 
"emergency  response”  phase  and 
moving  into  the  “cleanup  and  assess¬ 
ment”  stage.  “Right  now,  we  are 
organizing  volunteers  to  help  with 
jobs  like  removing  branches  out  of 
yards  and  hauling  them  to  the  street 
for  removal,  especially  in  Iberia  and 
St.  Mary  parishes.  We  cannot  start 
working  on  permanent  housing 
repairs  until  after  FEMA  and  the 
insurance  agencies  have  done  their 
job  and  a  full  assessment  of  damages 
has  been  made.  There  will  be  many 
opportunities  to  help  with  that  kind  of 
long-term  recovery,”  said  Fontenot. 

He  stressed  that  there  will  be  those 
victims  who  will,  despite  all  the  assis¬ 
tance  available,  fall  through  the  cracks 
and  be  in  need  of  help. 

Dulac  Community  Center,  an  insti¬ 
tution  of  the  Conference  serving  a 
largely  Native  American  population, 
and  the  surrounding  community  were 
hardest  hit  by  flooding  and  are  still  in 
the  cleaning  up  process.  Although 
flood  waters  have  receded,  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  silt  remains  and 
many  residents  were  faced  with  clean¬ 
ing  mud  out  of  their  homes. 

Those  wishing  to  volunteer  their 
services  in  the  cleanup  effort  may  do 
so  by  calling  Tony  Fontenot  at  (337) 
981-7050. 

He  stressed  that  volunteers  should 
be  totally  self-sufficient  in  providing 
their  own  accommodations  and  food 
needs  if  coming  from  outside  the 
affected  area. 


Christian  Music  Artist  Wayne  Kerr  will  perform  in  concert  Nov.17  from  5-7  p.m.,  at  St. 
Luke  Simpson  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles. Tickets  are  $5.  Seating  is  limit¬ 
ed.  For  more  information,  contact  Doug  Young  at  (337)  474-1 500. 


Weathering  Lili 

DeRidder  church  instrumental  in  effort 


Editor’s  Note:  The  following  article 
appeared  in  the  Beauregard  Daily 
News  on  Oct.  6,  highlighting  hurri¬ 
cane  response  efforts  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  De  Ridder. 

BY  J.  SHIRLENE  COOPER 
DAILY  NEWS  ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 

Although  the  gymnasium  and 
classrooms  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  were  filled  with 
Hurricane  Lili  evacuees  from  neigh¬ 
boring  southern  parishes,  the  atmos¬ 
phere  was  hushed,  even  as  volunteers 
hurried  to  see  to  the  needs  of  those 
who  had  traveled  in  search  of  shelter. 

As  minute-by-minute  updates  on 
the  hurricane’s  progress  were  aired,  a 
portable  television  positioned  on  a 
high  shelf  held  the  attention  of  a 
number  of  residents  from  Cameron, 
Calcasieu  and  other  more  distant 
parishes.  Quiet  voices  questioned 
whether  the  storm  would  hit  land 
before  morning,  and  where.  Many 
talked  about  the  homes  they  had  left, 
and  wondered  aloud  what  effect  the 
storm  would  have  on  them. 

Rev.  Jon  Tellifero  hurried  from  one 
end  of  the  church  to  the  other  helping 
coordinate  the  services  of  volunteers 
and  making  sure  that  overnight  guests 
were  comfortable.  When  asked  if  the 
church  had  enough  supplies  and  bed¬ 
ding,  he  affirmed  that  more  cots  were 
on  the  way.  He  explained  that  volun¬ 
teers  had  overcome  one  obstacle,  and 
instead  of  acquiring  beds  from  Fort 
Polk,  were  able  to  borrow  from  Camp 
Beauregard  National  Guard  facility 
near  Alexandria. 

A  quick  tour  of  the  church  facilities 
revealed  a  Sunday  School  room  con¬ 
verted  into  a  first  aid/nursing  station, 
a  soup  kitchen,  changing  rooms  and  a 
larger  meeting  room  filled  with  elderly 
evacuees  from  an  assisted  living  and 
Alzheimer’s  facility  in  Calcasieu 
Parish.  In  that  room,  on  which  sleep¬ 
ing  mats  had  been  placed  wall  to  wall, 
nurses  and  aides  were  busy  getting 
patients  tucked  into  bed  for  the  night. 

As  of  Wednesday  evening,  Tellifero 
said  the  impromptu  evacuation  cen¬ 
ter  was  holding  up,  but  might  need 
more  food  items,  if  the  weather  didn’t 
improve  and  people  had  to  stay 
longer. 

If  the  storm  persisted  into  the 
weekend,  he  said  church  volunteers 
might  be  calling  local  residents  from  a 
list,  which  include  the  names  of  those 
willing  to  donate. 

In  one  not-so-crowded  corner, 

Lake  Charles  resident  Rene 
Thibodeaux  waited  for  his  wife  to 
return  from  another  part  of  the 
church,  where  she  was  making  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  night.  Having  arrived  at 


the  church  at  about  3:30  p.m., 
Thibodeaux  said  it  was  the  first  time 
he  had  ever  felt  it  necessary  to  leave 
home,  in  search  of  higher  ground.  He 
said  most  of  the  decision  to  leave  had 
been  his  wife’s.  She  had  found  out 
about  the  church  shelter  through  the 
Calcasieu  Council  on  Aging,  he 
explained,  adding  that  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  return  home  by  Thursday 
evening. 

In  what  she  said  was  becoming  a 
familiar  routine,  Ella  D.  Barker  had  left 
a  home  in  Lake  Arthur  to  make  her 
way,  with  family  in  tow,  to  the  open 
doors  of  the  church.  Surrounded  by  a 
circle  of  mats  and  sleeping  bags  filled 
with  children,  grandchildren  and 
great-grandchildren,  Barker  shared 
memories  of  Hurricane  Hugo  in  1989 
and  Hurricane  Audrey  in  1957.  Both  of 
those  storms  also  had  forced  residents 
to  hurriedly  pack  and  head  north,  she 
said. 

Barker  said  that  authorities  had 
asked  her  and  other  Lake  Arthur  com¬ 
munity  members  to  evacuate  and  it 
was  friends  who  had  advised  her  to 
try  and  make  it  to  DeRidder.  After 
arriving  at  the  church  at  about  7  p.m., 
she  and  her  family  were  treated  to  a 
light  dinner  and,  like  many  others, 
were  trying  to  quiet  the  younger  ones, 
so  that  they  could  sleep  a  few  hours. 
She  didn’t  know  what  to  expect  when 
she  got  back  home,  Barker  explained, 
but  was  hopeful  to  be  able  to  return 
before  the  weekend  was  over. 

Some  evacuees  took  an  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  view  of  the  situation.  While 
mom  and  dad  carried  belongings  in 
from  the  family  car,  one  youngster, 
who  identified  himself  only  as 
“David,”  expressed  excitement  over 
his  unexpected  trip.  Through  the  eyes 
of  a  child,  David  shared  his  day  of 
helping  to  pack  his  favorite  pillow  and 
blanket  and  then  the  ride  to  DeRidder 
to  spend  the  night  in  “this  big  room 
with  a  bunch  of  other  kids.”  Home 
was  in  Cameron,  David  said,  adding 
that  he  didn’t  know  exactly  how  far 
away  that  was. 

At  around  9:30  the  television  was 
turned  off  for  a  few  minutes  as 
Tellifero  introduced  himself  to  the 
weary  travelers. 

While  most  joined  hands  and 
bowed  heads,  the  pastor  led  the  group 
in  a  prayer.  Tellifero  asked  for  God  to 
continue  to  watch  and  care  for  those 
gathered,  as  well  as  on  others  affected 
by  the  storm. 

As  the  prayer  ended,  a  quiet  addi¬ 
tion  was  heard  from  one  evacuee.  "I 
just  pray  that  God  will  keep  Lili  twist¬ 
ing  and  turning  so  that  she  heads  on 
back  where  she  came  from,”  the  whis¬ 
perer  said. 


For  the  latest  News ,  Opportunities  and  Witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism , 
tell  your  friends  to  subscribe  to  La.  Now! 
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A  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
recently  voyaged  to  Zimbabwe  to  visit  Africa  University  and  enjoy 
fellowship  and  mission.  Counterclockwise,  from  above:  Alfred  Pike 
from  Arizona  United  Methodist  Church  holds  a  child  from  the 
Methodist  Chitora  Clinic  in  Mutare;  children  from  the  community; 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and  his  wife  Kay  stand  with  Esther  Soko 
(right),  missioner  of  Hope  for  the  Children  of  Africa  in  Mutare;  the 
group  visited  a  wild  game  reserve  on  the  Zambezi  River  near  the 
town  of  Victoria  Falls.  Articles  on  the  experience  can  be  found  on 
pages  2-3.  Photos  by  Larry  Norman 
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Need  for  volunteers,  supplies  continues  after  storms 


Many  needs  still  exist  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Lili 
and  Tropical  Storm  Isidore. 

The  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot  has 
run  seriously  low  on  supplies  of  flood 
buckets,  health  kits  and  school  kits  and 
asks  that  church  members  contribute 
these  items  as  soon  as  possible. 


Instructions  for  the  kits  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  800-334-4221,  or  on  the 
Internet  atwww.gbgm-umc.org/umcor. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
also  currendy  seeking  volunteers  for 
clean  up  and  recovery  efforts  due  to  the 
destruction  caused  by  Hurricane  Lili  and 
Tropical  Storm  Isadore. 


The  areas  affected  are  primarily  in  the 
south  central  and  southeastern  portion 
of  the  state.  This  includes  the  Acadiana, 
New  Orleans  and  Northshore  Districts, 
but  does  not  exclude  all  other  districts  in 
the  entire  south  Louisiana  area. 

The  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency  has  received  over  100,000  calls 


Putting  Families  on  TOP 


The  Therapeutic  Outdoor  Program,  or  TOP,  soon  to  be  administered 
by  Family  Plus  will  mirror  activities  like  the  climbing  exercise 
above,  led  by  Coordinator  James  Brown.  Youth  ascend  a  40-foot 
platform  and  jump  off  with  a  system  of  ropes.  The  purpose  is  to 
help  them  to  overcome  fear  and  obstacles  and  learn  self-confi¬ 
dence.  At  left,  Therapist  Jessica  Gandolfo,  right,  leads  another  exer¬ 
cise  teaching  participants  to  work  together  as  a  team  to  accomplish 
their  goal.  Photos  provided  by  Jessica  Gandolfo 


Family  Plus  uses  outdoor  therapy  to  strengthen  families 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTR0M 
EDITOR 

lessica  Gandolfo,  Family  Plus  thera¬ 
pist  for  Southern  Louisiana,  is  excited 
about  a  new  therapeutic  program 
designed  to  strengthen  families. 
Beginning  in  February  of  2003, 
Therapeutic  Outdoor  Program  (TOP) 
will  begin  serving  families  who  are 
experiencing  behavioral  difficulties 


widi  their  children.  TOP  focuses  on 
strengthening  the  family  unit  through  a 
combination  of  multi-family  education 
groups,  a  therapeutic  wilderness  expe¬ 
rience  for  the  youth,  and  follow-up 
therapy  sessions  for  the  entire  family. 

"Practitioners  working  with  multi¬ 
problem  families  often  find  themselves 
limited  by  the  family’s  inability  to  move 
forward.  Using  Family  Systems  Theory, 


TOP  will  help  forge  positive  changes 
within  the  family  structure  and  help 
identify  strengths  and  resources,  often 
lost  or  forgotten,  which  offer  new  pos¬ 
sibilities  and  hope,”  said  Gandolfo. 

In  2002,  Family  Plus  partnered  with 
United  Way  of  Northeast  Louisiana  to 
provide  Family  Strengthening 

See  Music,  page  4 


Conference  health  benefits  enrollment  begins  in  November 


The  Louisiana  Conference  health 
benefit  program  provides  for  an  annual 
open  enrollment  period  each  November. 
This  means  that  any  full-time  lay 
employee  of  the  church  who  is  not 


presently  in  the  health  benefits  program 
may  elect  coverage  or  change  coverage 
under  the  plan  for  themselves  and  their 
eligible  dependent  (s).  The  November 
open  enrollment  period  is  for  coverage 


effective  Jan.  1,  subject  to  an  18-month 
pre-existing  condition  limitation.  For 
information,  and  an  enrollment  packet, 
call  Julie  Stinson,  assistant  insurance 
officer  at  (225)  346-1646,  ext.  204. 
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O  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

The  Lost  Tickle 


Have  you  lost  your  tickle? 

Sitting  in  the  Phoenix  airport  last 
week  I  heard  the  announcer  on  the 
intercom  say,  “Will  Mr.  Ray  DiAmatto 
return  to  gate  C-3  where  you  can 
retrieve  your  lost  tickle.”  Then  imme¬ 
diately  I  heard,  “Err,  I  mean  your  lost 
‘ticket!’”  That  statement  was  followed 
by  an  audible  giggle  over  the  loud 
speaker. 

I  sat  there  amused  by  the  error  in 
the  announcement  while  at  the  same 
time  pondering  it’s  pertinent  message. 
In  so  many  ways  we  have  lost  our  tick¬ 
le.  I  see  the  stress  lines  on  people’s 
faces  and  hear  the  sense  of  despair  in 
their  voice.  I  read  of  another  sniper 
attack,  the  devastation  of  another 
storm,  the  collapse  of  another  corpo¬ 
ration,  the  shoplifting  accusation 
against  a  major  film  star,  the  death  of  a 
friend,  the  anger  of  another  United 
Methodist,  the  accusation  that  the 
Cabinet  makes  uncaring  and  unchris¬ 
tian  decisions,  and  the  constant  bar¬ 
rage  of  negative  political  campaign 
ads.  Believe  it  or  not,  I  even  have  peo¬ 
ple  shy  away  from  me  personally  sim¬ 
ply  because  I  am  the  Bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and 
everyone  knows  the  Bishop  is  not  a 
person  with  whom  you  want  to  get 
friendly  and  share  a  laugh!  Yes,  in  so 
many  ways  we  have  lost  our  tickle. 

We  don’t  preach  a  lot  about  it,  but  I 
am  convinced  Jesus  was  a  person  who 
experienced  much  joy  in  life.  He  was¬ 
n’t  at  that  wedding  in  Cana  just  so  he 
could  turn  water  into  wine.  He  was 
there  because  he  was  a  friend  of  the 
family  and  he  enjoyed  being  in  joy- 
filled  situations.  I  know  he  had  a 
laughing  good  time  at  that  wedding! 

Oh  sure,  there  were  those  there  with 
whom  he  had  disagreed  and  with 
whom  he  was  a  little  short  in  his  con¬ 
versation  (namely  his  mother!).  But  I 
know  there  was  a  lot  of  joy  there  that 
day  as  well. 

And  I  suspect  there  were  many 
nights  around  a  campfire,  or  over  a  few 
smoked  fish  that  he  and  his  disciples 
shared  funny  stories  of  their  lives  and 
of  their  days  work.  As  the  old  saying 
goes,  “They  had  to  laugh  to  keep  from 
crying.”  Don’t  you  know  they  encoun¬ 
tered  some  strange,  difficult,  and 
bizarre  people!  But  they  also  had  the 
fun  of  families  like  Lazarus,  Mary  and 
Martha  and  the  family  whose  daughter 
was  thought  to  be  dead  and  Jesus 
called  her  fully  to  life!  Don’t  you  know 
there  was  frequent  laughter  in  those 
homes! 


Criticism,  anger, 
suspicion,  disdain, 
fear  and  obstinacy 
are  not  characteris¬ 
tics  that  make  for  a 
happy  life.  They 
simply  fuel  our 
negative  tenden¬ 
cies  and  continue 
to  make  us,  as  well 
as  the  people 
around  us  miser¬ 
able.  These  are  not 
characteristics  of  a  strong  person. 

They  are  weakening  qualities  that 
make  us  ineffective  in  dealing  with  one 
another. 

We  need  to  regain  our  tickle.  The 
scripture  tells  us,  “The  joy  of  the  Lord 
is  your  strength.”  (Nehemiah  8:10)  The 
people  of  Judah  had  been  overrun  by 
foreign  powers,  had  been  carried  off 
into  exile,  and  were  now  allowed  to 
return  to  their  beloved  Jerusalem.  The 
destroyed  walls  of  the  Hoy  City  were 
being  rebuilt  and  people  had  gathered 
to  hear  a  reading  from  the  Book  of  the 
Law  of  Moses.  As  they  heard  these 
beloved  words  of  faith  their  tears 
began  to  flow.  To  this  emotional  set¬ 
ting  Nehemiah  makes  this  statement, 
“Go  your  way,  eat  the  fat  and  drink 
sweet  wine,  and  send  portions  to  him 
for  whom  nothing  is  prepared;  for  this 
day  is  holy  to  our  Lord;  and  do  not  be 
grieved,  for  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your 
strength.” 

That  doesn’t  mean  we  will  always 
have  laughter.  But  it  does  mean  that 
no  matter  what  has  happened  in  our 
lives  we  can  have  the  joy  of  the  Lord! 

I  believe  it  is  time  for  us  to  have  a 
good  “belly  laugh.”  God  is  good,  all 
the  time.  All  the  time,  God  is  good. 
Let’s  celebrate  that  and  look  for  the  joy 
it  represents. 

The  finding  of  our  “lost  tickle”  just 
may  be  our  "ticket”  to  a  better  and 
happier  life.  Jesus  wanted  us  to  have 
that  life  and  have  it  abundandy.  He 
recognized  that  our  life  would  not  be 
an  easy  one,  or  one  free  from  trial  and 
tribulation,  but  he  also  encouraged  us 
to  rely  on  him  and  be  of  good  cheer  for 
in  him  all  things  are  made  whole  and 
good.  “In  the  world  you  have  tribula¬ 
tion;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over¬ 
come  the  world.”  (John  16:33) 

Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
(and  “tickle”)  flow! 

In  the  joy  of  the  Lord, 

felt  iJubA+a***-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Endowment  to  honor  GBGM  executive 


(UMNS)  —  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  directors  want 
their  retiring  chief  executive  to  use  his 
experience  and  expertise  to  convince 
others  of  the  importance  of  worldwide 
church  mission. 


During  the  Oct.  21-24  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  directors  approved  a  two-year  mis¬ 
sion  lectureship  contract  with  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  as  well  as  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  foundation  to  create  a  mis¬ 
sion  endowment  fund  in  his  honor. 


Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men  recently  held  the  HeartQuest 
Marriage  Seminar  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. "My  wife  Suzie,  and  I 
were  blessed  to  have  been  able  to  participate  in  such  an  uplifting,  positive, 
enlightening  experience,"  said  David  McGovern,  president  of  the  Loranger  Area 
United  Methodist  Men. "Our  marriage  has  been  enhanced  already.  We  were  able 
to  apply  some  of  the  principles  we  learned  as  we  drove  home  from  the 
Conference  Center." 


Day  named  new  head  of  GBGM 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
Rev.  Randy  Day,  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  New  York  Annual  (regional) 
Conference,  has  officially  been  elected 
new  chief  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Day,  previously  announced  as  the 
nominee  for  the  position  of  general  sec¬ 
retary,  was  elected  during  the  mission 
agency’s  Oct.  21-24  annual  meeting  in 
Stamford,  Conn.  His  election  was  con¬ 
firmed  on  Oct.  25  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  which 
was  meeting  in  Pittsburgh.  Day  took 
part  in  the  council’s  Oct.  27  installation 
service  for  all  churchwide  agency  top 
executives. 

On  Jan.  1,  he  will  succeed  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  who  has  led  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  for  the  past 
21  years.  Nugent,  who  is  retiring,  will 
undertake  a  two-year  mission  lecture¬ 
ship  for  the  agency.  (See  UMNS  #  494) 

Day,  55,  is  no  stranger  to  the  agency, 
having  overseen  its  program  areas  of 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  and 


Community  and  Institutional  Ministries 
since  September  2000.  Before  then,  he 
served  pastorates  in  Connecticut  and 
New  York  and  was  a  district  superin¬ 
tendent  for  New  York  City  from  1984-90. 
He  earned  a  master’s  degree  from  Yale 
Divinity  School  in  1972. 

In  his  farewell  speech,  Nugent  urged 
board  directors  not  to  be  tentative  in 
mission  outreach  in  the  fuUire.  He 
stressed  the  importance  of  spreading  the 
Gospel,  even  in  areas  where  there  are 
other  communities  of  faith. 

“The  thought  that  there  are  places  in 
which  we  should  not  be,  in  terms  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  Gospel  and  its  mis¬ 
sion  outreach,  is  a  serious  and  danger¬ 
ous  notion,”  he  said. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  bet¬ 
ter  equipped  to  do  that  mission  as  a 
result  of  structural  changes  undertaken 
in  1996,  according  to  Nugent. 

“I  am  here  to  tell  you  that  the  mission 
and  our  response  to  it  are  much  more 
coherent  today  than  in  the  past,”  he 
said. 
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Grants  available  for  youth  ministries 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Funds 
are  available  for  creative  ministries 
throughout  the  United  Methodist 
Church  that  are  designed  to  enhance  the 
lives  of  young  people. 

But  applicants  should  act  quickly.  The 
denomination’s  initiative  on  youth  and 
young  adults  has  set  a  Nov.  15  deadline 
for  grant  applications. 

Funded  projects  will  address  the 
causes  of  critical  issues  related  to  young 
people  in  their  local  settings,  emphasiz¬ 
ing  how  their  work  can  have  an  impact 
on  the  priorities  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Local  congregations,  annual 
conferences,  central  conferences  and 
other  United  Methodist  entities  can 
apply. 

The  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People  currently  provides  funding  for  46 


ministries  around  the  world  selected  by 
the  four  program  agencies  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church:  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  Board  of  Discipleship,  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Grant  applications  are  sent  to  the 
general  agencies,  and  a  team  of  the 
agency’s  staff  and  Shared  Mission  Focus 
on  Young  People  representatives  selects 
recipients.  Grants  will  be  awarded  up  to 
$15,000  a  year. 

Grant  applications  are  available 
online  at  the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People’s  Web  site,  www.idrea- 
machurch.com.  Contact  Ciona  Rouse, 
communications  and  projects  coordina¬ 
tor,  at  (877)  899-2780  or  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:crouse@gbod.org”crouse@gbod. 
org,  for  more  details. 


Needs, 


from  page 1 


for  emergency  assistance  due  to  these 
disasters. 

Housing  is  currently  being  sought  to 
facilitate  teams  of  volunteers  who  will  be 
who  will  be  graciously  giving  of  them¬ 
selves  during  this  time  of  long  term 
recovery. 

We  need: 

Carpenters  and  Contractors. 

Construction  equipment,  materials 
and  supplies. 

Monetary  donations. 

People  who  can  swing  a  hammer. 

Donated  housing 

If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  con¬ 


tact  Tony  Fontenot,  Volunteer 
Coordinator,  to  schedule  your  team. 
Monetary  or  in-kind  donations  should 
be  forwarded  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Offices. 

Tony  Fontenot 
Volunteer  Coordinator 
337-981-7050  /  337-280-0275 
337-993-1159  Fax 
identify@bellsouth.net 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
70802-5720 

225-346-1646  /  888-239-5286 
Fax  225-383-3144 


GBGM  continues  financial  struggle 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)— 
Despite  severe  cuts  to  staff  and  pro¬ 
grams,  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  continues  to  struggle 
with  its  finances. 

In  his  report  during  the  Oct.  21-24 
annual  meeting,  Board  Treasurer 
Stephen  Feerrar  summarized  the  decline 
in  assets  and  outlined  challenges  for 
2003,  including  constraints  on  cash  flow, 
the  need  for  ongoing  cost  containment 
and  the  importance  of  future  financial 
development  for  program  initiatives. 

Feerrar  acknowledged  the  difficulty 
the  agency  faces  with  “dwindling  assets 
and  escalating  costs”  as  the  needs  of  the 
world  increase.  He  said  he  struggled 
with  the  fact  that  the  denomination 
gives  less  than  $4  per  member  to  its 
international  mission  agency  and  seems 
inclined  to  reduce  that  figure  even  fur¬ 
ther. 

As  he  had  in  his  report  last  spring, 
Feerrar  showed  directors  how  the  down¬ 
ward  financial  spiral  occurred  for  gener¬ 
al  board  funds,  excluding  funds  of  the 
Women’s  Division  and  Health  and  Relief 
division. 

Finance  committee  minutes  from  the 
April  2000  board  meeting  forecast  that 
the  agency’s  unrestricted  funds  would 
be  reduced  from  $128  million  to  $34.6 
million  by  2004.  In  reality,  the  unrestrict¬ 
ed  net  assets  had  nearly  dropped  to  that 
level  by  August  2002. 

While  the  spending  down  of  reserves, 
beginning  in  the  late  1990s,  was  inten¬ 
tional,  the  economic  slide  was  not.  “The 


preservation  of  our  financial  assets  was 
lost  to  a  vicious  stock  market,”  Feerrar 
declared. 

He  noted  that  more  than  $100  million 
worth  of  assets  have  been  used  to  fund 
operations  and  programs  since  1998. 
“While  we  were  applying  our  assets  to 
mission,  the  stock  market  was  taking 
back  the  gains  it  had  given  us,”  he 
explained. 

The  slide  has  continued  as  the  third 
quarter  of  2002  proved  to  be  the  worst 
quarter  of  stock  market  performance 
since  the  Great  Depression,  according  to 
the  treasurer.  At  this  point,  the  agency 
has  only  $8.5  million  in  unrealized  capi¬ 
tal  gains  “across  all  classes  of  financial 
investments.” 

As  of  Aug.  30,  the  board  had  bor¬ 
rowed  $9  million  from  pooled  funds. 
“Our  cash  borrowings  are  fully  extended 
now,”  Feerrar  said.  “We  are  managing  on 
a  very  strict  cash  flow  basis.” 

“Extraordinary  increases”  in  liability 
and  insurance  costs  also  are  impacting 
cash  flow,  but  relief  is  expected  for  the 
last  four  calendar  months  as  more 
denominational  funds  become  avail¬ 
able. 

The  treasurer  advised  against  further 
depletion  of  unrestricted  funds  and 
pointed  out  that  any  equity  sale  would 
result  in  realized  losses. 

The  agency  has  underspent  its  budg¬ 
et  in  2002,  especially  in  program  areas, 
as  a  cost  containment  measure  and 
budget  reductions  will  continue  in  2003, 
according  to  Feerrar. 


Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough  is  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  2002  W.T.  Handy 
Convocation  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  15-16. 


2002  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  Schedule 


Friday,  Nov.  15 

4  p.m.-Vans  depart  from  Downtown  Holiday  Inn  to  Dillard  University 

5  p.m.-Registration 

5-6  p.m.-Book  signings  and  Cokesbury  Bookstore 

6  p.m.-Workshops 

Nurturing  the  Clergy  Spouse  Home  Life-Ruth  Handy  and  Kay  Hutchinson 
Nurturing  the  Clergy  Spouse  at  the  Church-Marjorie  Kimbrough 
Nurturing  the  Pastor  and  Church  Conflict-Dr.  Craig  Gilliam 
Church  Websites  and  Looking  to  the  Future  in  Communication-Betty 
Backstrom 

7  p.m.-Plenary  I-Worship  Service  with  Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough 
Vans  depart  for  Holiday  Inn  for  Youth  Gathering 

8:30-9:30  p.m.-Reception  and  Panel/Dialogue-Dr.  Kimbrough,  Mrs. 
Hutchinson,  Mrs.  Handy,  Mrs.  Kimbrough  and  Dr.  Gilliam 
9:40  p.m.-Vans  depart  for  Holiday  Inn 


Saturday,  Nov.  16 

6:30  a.m.-Pastors’  breakfast  with  Dr.  Kimbrough  at  Holiday  Inn 
7:30  a.m.-Vans  depart  for  Dillard 
8  a.m.-Continental  breakfast 
8:15-8:35  a.m.-Cokesbury  Book  Store 
8:45  a.m. -Workshops 

Praise  and  Worship-Joyce  and  Chris  Gross 

Sunday  School  Growth  Utilizing  Urban  Ministries  Curriculum- Cynthia 
August 

Computers  to  Enhance  Church  Ministry:Hands-On  Experience-David  West 
Shalom  Ministry-presenter  TBA 
Computers  and  Your  Ministry-Marva  Kerr 
9:45  a.m.-Plenary  11-Worship  Service  with  Dr.  Kimbrough 
10:45  a.m.-Plenary  III-U.  M.  Foundation  African  American  Stewardship 
Initiative 

Historical  Context  of  African  American  Church  Giving- Dr.  Eva  Baham 
Special  Days 
Stewardship  Video 

What  is  Occurring  Elsewhere?-Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 
Life  Income  Products  and  Church  Accounts-Rob  Fairley 
12:15  p.m.-Lunch 

1  p.m.-Computers  and  the  Local  Church-David  West  and  Marva  Kerr 
1:30  p.m.-Plenary  IV- Wrap  Up  Session  Presenters 

1:45  p.m.-Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
1:50-2  p.m.-Pre-service  music 

2  p.m.-Closing  Worship  Celebration 
3:15  p.m.-Vans  depart  of  Holiday  Inn 
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Weekends.  TOP  is  an  outgrowth  of  thee 
weekends.  As  a  result  of  positive  feed¬ 
back  from  participants  in  these  week¬ 
ends,  the  need  for  such  a  program  was 
identified  by  Family  Plus,  an  arm  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Children 
and  Family  Services,  Inc.  in  Ruston. 

“When  a  child  is  struggling,  we  find  it 
works  best  to  treat  the  entire  family.  TOP 
is  aimed  at  changing  the  structure  of 
families  so  that  they  can  deal  with  life 
more  successfully,”  said  James  Brown, 
Family  Plus  coordinator  for  the  state. 

“Ultimately,  our  goal  is  to  put  parents 
back  into  control.  When  a  family  is  in 
crisis,  parents  often  experience  a  down¬ 
ward  spiral  of  loss  of  authority  and  con¬ 
trol  as  they  desperately  seek  help  for 
their  child.  The  child  bounces  from 
medicine  to  medicine,  or  from  coun¬ 
selor  to  counselor,  and  all  the  while  par¬ 
ents  lose  their  sense  of  control  with  no 
idea  how  to  regain  it.  They  feel  para¬ 
lyzed,”  said  Gandolfo. 

Brown  stresses  that  this  therapeutic 
approach  is  not  about  blaming  the  par¬ 
ents.  “With  TOR  we  prioritize  problems 
and  address  them  one  by  one.  This 
process  teaches  parents  how  to  choose 
their  battles  and  how  to  win  the  battles 
they  enter.  If  parents  have  a  game  plan, 
they  can  begin  to  problem  solve  with 
confidence,”  he  said. 

Gandolfo,  housed  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  pro¬ 
vides  services  for  the  southern  portion 
of  the  state.  She  spends  Thursdays  in 
Lafayette,  working  out  of  First  UMC. 
Adrian  Seney  serves  north  Louisiana  out 
of  the  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston,  and  is 
now  offering  some  services  through  Lea 
Joyner  UMC  in  Monroe. 

TOP  bridges  the  gap  between  resi¬ 
dential  treatment,  provided  by  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
and  traditional  counseling.  “This  pro¬ 
gram  is  not  designed  for  families  in 
acute  crisis,  but  it  does  provide  more 
intense  therapy  and  intervention  than 
traditional  counseling,”  said  Brown. 

A  home  visit  and  assessment  deter¬ 
mines  whether  or  not  a  family  qualifies 
for  participation  in  the  program.  Once  a 
family  begins  TOP,  the  first  of  three  com¬ 
ponents  begins.  The  “pre-wildemess” 
component  consists  of  six  weeks  of  fam¬ 
ily  group  sessions  conducted  at  local 
host  sites. 

A  Family  Plus  therapist  will  conduct 
these  family  groups  based  on  a  research- 
supported  model  developed  by  Dr.  Scott 
Sells  of  The  Savannah  Family  Institute. 


In  these  workshops,  “Parenting  with 
Love  and  Limits”,  time  is  spent  helping 
the  family  recognize  their  problems  and 
developing  specific  goals  to  address 
them.  This  program  is  designed  for 
teenagers  who  go  beyond  normal  every¬ 
day  problems,  exhibiting  extreme  or 
“out-of-control”  behaviors.  Running 
away,  ditching  school,  threats  or  acts  of 
violence,  disrespect,  sexual  promiscuity, 
drug  or  alcohol  abuse,  and  threats  of 
suicide  are  examples  of  this  kind  of 
behavior.  At  the  end  of  this  stage,  the 
family  will  have  created  a  specific  treat¬ 
ment  plan  that  will  be  used  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  program. 

Once  the  family  completes  the  pre- 
wildemess  stage,  the  youth  is  ready  for 
TOP  camp,  a  16-day  quest  where  the 
child  is  brought  to  the  Outdoor 
Wilderness  Learning  (OWL)  facility  in 
Simsboro,  LA  (15  min.  north  of  Ruston) 
for  individual  development.  This  is 
accomplished  through  individual  thera¬ 
py  sessions,  group  therapy  sessions,  a 
ROPES  challenge  course  and  other  expe¬ 
riential  activities  such  as  primitive 
camping  and  hiking,  all  within  the 
wilderness  sitting  of  the  OWL.  Parents 
are  very  involved  during  the  first  and  last 
weekends  of  the  sixteen  days.  During 
this  two-week  period,  time  is  set  aside 
every  day  for  schoolwork  and  academic 
pursuits.  During  this  time,  parents  are 
working  at  home  with  a  Family  Plus 
therapist  to  prepare  for  their  child’s 
return. 

Once  the  youth  returns  home  from 
TOP  camp,  the  family  enters  into  follow¬ 
up  work  with  the  Family  Plus  therapist. 
The  therapist  conducts  three  sessions 
with  the  family  over  the  course  of 
approximately  six  weeks.  During  this 
time,  families  consolidate  what  they 
have  learned  during  the  program  and 
decide  how  best  to  maintain  progress 
already  made.  The  therapist  then  con¬ 
nects  the  family  to  community  resources 
in  their  local  area. 

“The  outdoor  element  has  proven 
very  effective  in  therapy.  The  kids  find  it 
difficult  to  refute  the  consequences 
nature  places  on  their  behavior.  By  fac¬ 
ing  tough  challenges,  the  youth  acquires 
skills  that  can  be  generalized  and 
applied  to  other  areas  of  his  or  her  life,” 
said  Gandolfo. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Therapeutic  Outdoor  Program  and 
Family  Plus,  contact  Jessica  Gandolfo  at 
(225)  383-5209,  or  James  Brown  or 
Adrian  Seney  at  (318)  255-5020. 


Family  Plus  recently  conducted  a  family  strengthening  weekend  which  is  similar 
to  the  Therapeutic  Outdoor  Program  the  organization  is  preparing  to  launch.  A 
girl  dangles  after  her  jump  from  the  high  element,  top.  At  right,  youth  participate 
in  the  "mountaintop"  exercise  designed  to  build  cooperation  and  communication. 
"Every  element  of  the  ropes  course  is  designed  to  reflect  a  problem  that  could  e 
faced  in  life,"  Gandolfo  said."lt's  kind  of  a  safe  way  to  overcome  something. 

Because  you  get  to  practice  and  then  go  back  and  apply  it." 


Therapist  describes  typical  youth  that  may  be  involved  in  program 

•  r  .i  -.I  .  £ — i  foiloH  tn  pnfnrrp  thp  ruli 


BY  JESSICA  GANDOLFO 
FAMILY  PLUS  THERAPIST 

Gregory  is  a  15  year-old  freshman  in 
high  school.  For  the  past  several  years, 
his  relationship  with  his  parents  has 


become  increasingly  stressed.  His  par¬ 
ents,  Jeff  and  Nancy,  have  been  worried 
about  Greg  and  how  he  handles  certain 
situations.  They  noticed  that,  at  about 
age  12,  Greg  began  becoming  increas¬ 


ingly  frustrated  with  the  rules  enforced 
at  home.  He  would  sometimes  yell  or 
even  curse  at  them  when  he  was  told 
“no”.  This  usually  resulted  in  either  par¬ 
ent  becoming  so  upset  or  angry  they 


inadvertently  failed  to  enforce  the  rule. 
At  the  time,  Jeff  and  Nancy  chalked 
Greg’s  behavior  up  to  “growing  pains” 
and  handled  the  outbursts  as  best  as 

See  Youth,  page  8 
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Members  of  Logansport  United  Methodist  Church  recently  created  an  eight-foot 
cross  made  of  individual  ceramic  tiles  to  commemorate  the  church's  new  sanctu¬ 
ary  complex.  Pictured  above:  Megan  and  Braydon  Tyler,  Ann  Marshall,  Debra 
Dick,  Mallory  Guillotte,  Jeffrey  Dick  and  Ken  Hendrickson. 


Ellerbe  Road  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  completed  its  Revision  pro¬ 
gram  this  summer.  Jim  and  Muriel  Smith  hosted  the  writing  team.  Pictured 
above:  Rev.  Judy  Bazer,  Ronnie  Stone  and  Muriel  Smith. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  recently  celebrated  the  Eternal 
Flame  Endowment  Fund  with  a  special  dinner  and  “My  Fair  Lady"  at  the 
Performing  Arts  Center.  More  than  1 60  people  turned  out  to  support  the  fund. 


Members  of  New  Creation  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  stand  in  front 
of  the  church's  Education  Building. 

Two  churches  become  New  Creation 


If  ever  a  church’s  name  fits  its 
entry  into  the  Lord’s  service,  it  is  the 
New  Creation  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  During  an 
arduous  two-year  effort,  the  church’s 
deteriorated  parish  house  was  totally 
renovated  and  made  usable  as  an 
education  building  through  the 
efforts  of  scores  of  volunteers.  The 
New  Creation  church  was  formed 
this  year  from  the  merger  of  Johnson 
Chapel  UMC  and  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  and 
occupies  the  old  Johnson  Chapel 
facility  near  downtown  Shreveport. 

The  story  of  New  Creation’s  gene¬ 
sis  began  with  great  hope  and  vision 
in  2000  as  the  congregation  of 
Johnson  Chapel  UMC  planned  for 
the  needed  renovation  of  its  building. 
With  inspiration  and  help  from  Betsy 
Eaves,  then  the  Shreveport  District 
Missioner,  the  church  members— 
nearly  all  women  and  children — had 
a  vision  of  what  they  wanted,  but 
counted  on  volunteers  from  around 
the  district  to  accomplish  the  enor¬ 
mous  task  of  rehabilitating  the  unus¬ 
able  structure.  The  story  continued, 
however,  as  one  of  setbacks,  miscom- 
munications,  frustration,  letdowns, 
and  endless  unforeseen  obstacles  for 
the  volunteers,  leaders  and  congrega¬ 
tion  as  the  project  stumbled  and  fal¬ 
tered,  seeming  “to  go  two  steps  for¬ 
ward  and  four  steps  back,”  Betsy 
says.  The  low  came  in  spring  of  2002, 
when  yet  another  group  of  volun¬ 
teers  was  tearing  out  more  old  floor¬ 
ing,  old  paneling  and  door  fac¬ 
ings.. .more  tearing  up,  and  hardly 
any  progress.  “I  wanted  to  cry,”  says 
Betsy.  “It  had  been  two  years  since  I 
promised  these  people  I  could  get 
them  help  and  we  weren’t  getting 
anywhere.  I  went  home  discouraged 
but  not  defeated.  I  asked  God  to  help 
me  find  a  way  to  get  thus  project  fin¬ 
ished.” 

Then  angels  began  to  show  up. 
First  in  the  form  of  George  Jackson, 
incoming  chair  of  the  District  Church 
Extension  and  Building  team. 

George,  it  turns  out,  is  an 


architect... and  knew  how  to  get  the 
project  off  dead  center  and  moved  to 
completion.  “He  made  a  lot  of  con¬ 
tacts,  secured  a  carpenter,  plumber 
and  electrician.  He  handled  the  mul¬ 
titude  of  permits  and  inspections 
that  were  far  beyond  my  expertise,” 
says  Betsy.  Then  the  youth  director 
of  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Orange,  Texas,  called  looking  for  a 
summer  mission  project  for  his  sen¬ 
ior  high  youth.  The  group  of  10 
arrived  and  scraped  and  primed  the 
sanctuary  building  for  a  week.. .in  98- 
degree  heat.  They  also  purchased 
paint,  fans,  and  flooring. 

Still  there  was  work  to  do.  Betsy 
sought  more  volunteers.  One  of 
those  responding  to  her  plea  was 
Robert  Adley  of  Benton  UMC,  who 
recruited  the  United  Methodist  Men 
of  the  church  to  help.  They  came 
numerous  Saturdays  with  equip¬ 
ment,  expertise,  and  enthusiasm, 
tackling  the  job  of  finishing  both  the 
education  building  and  the  sanctu¬ 
ary.  Men  from  Christ  UMC  and  Love 
Chapel  in  Haughton  also  came  to  lay 
floor  tiles  and  install  fans.  North 
Highlands  UMC  wheelchair  ramp 
ministry  built  a  ramp  into  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  enabling  members  who  hadn’t 
attended  in  years  to  finally  come  to 
church. 

“This  church  really  is  a  new  cre¬ 
ation,”  says  Betsy.  It  took  many, 
many  hands,  many  parts  of  the  body 
of  Christ  to  build  it.” 

Rev.  Clyde  Smith  is  pastor  of  New 
Creation  UMC,  located  at  1220 
Vaughn  St.,  Shreveport.  Thanks  to 
members  of  the  following  groups: 
Shreveport  District  Ministry  Team, 
District  Committee  on  Church 
Building  and  Extension,  Benton 
UMC,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Centenary 
College,  Centenary  College 
Conference  on  Youth  Leadership, 
Christ  UMC,  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Orange,  TX,  First  UMC  of 
Shreveport,  Love  Chapel  UMC,  and 
North  Highlands  UMC.  Special 
thanks  to  Betsy  Eaves  and  her  family. 
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Father-son  duo  bikes  to  raise  funds,  awareness  for  mission 


Dirk  and  Bill  Van  Gorp  begin  the  last  mile  of  their  10,000-mile  bicycle  journey  near  Lake  Placid,  N.Y.The  United 
Methodist  father-son  duo  -  Dirk  is  48  and  Bill  is  20  -  began  their  cross-country  expedition  April  21  as  a  way  to 
educate  people  about  the  church's  mission  and  raise  money  for  projects,  a  umns  photo  by  Holly  Nye 


(UMNS)  -  As  their  10,000-mile  jour¬ 
ney  neared  its  end,  it  wasn’t  the  steep 
grades  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains  in 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  or  the  1 15-degree 
temperatures  in  Nevada  that  Dirk  and 
Bill  Van  Gorp  were  thinking  about,  but 
the  people  with  whom  they  shared  a 
meal,  a  campfire  or  a  church  pew  along 
the  way. 

The  United  Methodist  father-son  duo 
-  Dirk  is  48  and  Bill  is  20  -  began  their 
cross-country  biking  expedition  April  21 
as  a  way  to  educate  people  about  the 
church’s  mission  and  raise  money  for 
projects.  Their  tires  will  stop  rolling  Oct. 
19,  when  they  arrive  at  Adirondack 
Community  Church,  their  home  congre¬ 
gation  in  Lake  Placid,  N.Y. 

“For  both  of  us,  the  real  highlight  of 
the  trip  is  represented  by  the  fantastic 
and  diverse  people  we  have  been  privi¬ 
leged  to  meet  and  spend  time  with 
across  the  U.S  A  -  people  both  within 
the  UMC  families  and  communities  we 
have  visited,  as  well  as  just  folks  we 
encounter  across  lunch  counters,  in 
campsites  or  (during)  other  day-to-day 
activities,”  they  wrote  in  an  e-mail  mes¬ 
sage  to  United  Methodist  News  Service 
during  their  last  week  on  the  road.  The 
westbound  route  included  parts  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Missouri,  Kansas,  Colorado,  Utah, 
Nevada  and  California. 

On  the  way  back,  they  headed  north 
to  Oregon  and  Washington  before 
cycling  through  Montana,  North  Dakota, 
Minnesota,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Vermont  and  upstate  New 
York.  With  their  laptop  computer,  digital 
camera  and  two  cell  phones,  the  Van 
Gorps  were  able  to  take  their  supporters 
and  anyone  else  interested  in  “Mission 
Bike  10,000”  along  for  the  ride.  Weekly 
updates  were  dispatched  to  an  e-mail 
list,  and  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  provided  coverage  at  www.umc.org. 

On  Day  2  (April  22),  for  example,  “We 
woke  up  to  a  spring  snowstorm  outside 
of  Tupper  Lake,  N.Y.,  on  NY  Route  30,” 
which  made  cycling  difficult.  But  they 
managed  to  arrive  on  time  for  dinner  the 
next  evening  at  Fremont  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Gloversville,  where 
40  people  turned  up  for  a  poduck  sup¬ 
per. 

The  Rev.  Wayne  and  Elaine  Jones 
"provided  excellent  overnight  hospitality 
in  their  home,”  and  the  church  members 
donated  $450  toward  mission  projects. 
That  location  was  the  only  one  the  Van 


Gorps  cycled 
through  twice.  They 
returned  Oct.  1 1  for 
a  second  fellowship 
dinner  at  Fremont 
church,  but  this  time 
with  nearly  9,600 
miles  under  their 
belts.  For  Dirk,  the 
first  few  weeks  of  the 
ride  were  the  most 
physically  challeng¬ 
ing,  as  he  gradually 
got  into  better  con¬ 
dition. 

“After  these 
weeks,  the  physical 
effort  became  more 
or  less  just  another 
part  of  each  day,”  he 
wrote.  However,  he 
noted  that  there 
were  exceptions, 
such  as  the  steep 
grades  of  the 
Appalachian 
Mountains,  the  heat 
and  wind  across 
western  Kansas,  and 
arid  mountains  and 
high  temperatures 
of  Nevada.  But  the 
ride  itself  was  not 
the  point  of  the  trip.  The  Van  Gorps 
wanted  to  talk  with  other  United 
Methodists  about  being  called  into  mis¬ 
sion  by  Christ.  They  focused  attention 
on  housing  for  the  poor,  the  banning 
and  removal  of  landmines,  the  world¬ 
wide  suffering  caused  by  HIV/AIDS, 
concern  for  the  environment  and  min¬ 
istry  with  youth. 

To  achieve  that  goal,  father  and  son 
set  a  schedule  that  included  a  church 
visit  whenever  possible  at  the  end  of 
each  day’s  journey.  In  many  cases,  the 
congregation  welcomed  them  with  open 
arms.  On  Day  25  (May  15),  for  example, 
the  Van  Gorps  arrived  at  the  Berea  (Ky.) 
United  Methodist  Church  with  a  broken 
spoke  on  Dirk’s  rear  wheel.  The  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Darren  Brandon,  immediately 
drove  them  to  a  bike  shop  an  hour  away 
in  Lexington  to  have  the  wheel  repaired. 
Later,  they  enjoyed  a  home-cooked  din¬ 
ner  with  church  members  during  the 
regular  Wednesday  evening  program 
and  were  able  to  speak  about  mission 
programs  and  human  needs. 

Day  55  (June  14)  brought  fellowship 
with  the  small  congregation  in 


Westcliffe,  Colo.,  which  managed  to  raise 
$400  for  mission  through  an  offering  and 
the  auctioning  of  homemade  desserts. 
Day  93  (July  22)  was  the  halfway  point  of 
the  trip,  at  5,000  miles,  followed  by  visits 
the  next  week  to  congregations  in 
Tillamook  and  Astoria,  Ore. 

Day  134  (Sept.  1)  began  with  a  ride 
across  the  North  Dakota  prairie  and 
ended  in  dinner  and  discussion  with  the 
Rev.  Bill  Bates  and  his  congregation  in 
Minot.  On  Day  175  (Oct.  12),  the  Rev. 

Bob  Long  of  Eastern  Parkway  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Schenectady,  N.Y., 
joined  them  on  the  ride  from 
Gloversville  east  to  Schenectady.  “Bob  is 
a  life-long  cyclist  who  has  raised  money 
for  missions  through  his  cycling  jour¬ 
neys  for  many  years,”  Dirk  reported. 

The  Van  Gorps  were  impressed  by  the 
hospitality  they  received  through  the 
denomination’s  connectional  system. 
“We  found  amazing  differences  at  the 
grass-roots  level  of  our  church  and  soci¬ 
ety,”  they  added.  "Many  folks  and 
churches  have  a  sincere  interest  and 
concern  for  human  needs  in  our  global 
society  -  some  actively  involved  in  local, 


regional  and  global  mission  outreach, 
while  many  others  are  still  seeking  ways 
to  change  and  minister  to  the  needs  sur¬ 
rounding  them.” 

By  talking  about  their  own  personal 
experiences  with  mission  -  Dirk  served 
as  head  of  mission  in  Bosnia  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
and  Bill  worked  with  teams  there  assist¬ 
ing  refugees  and  others  affected  by  the 
war  -  the  Van  Gorps  tried  to  put  a 
human  face  on  different  types  of  need. 
Although  they  only  have  raised  about 
$20,000  of  a  $100,000  goal  for  mission 
projects,  “we  do  believe  that  our  efforts 
and  journey  will  result  in  a  renewed  or 
expanded  commitment  by  many  UMC 
folks  across  the  U.SA  to  support  the 
effective  and  important  mission  pro¬ 
grams  of  our  church.” 

Once  their  cycling  journey  has  ended, 
the  Van  Gorps  hope  to  continue  collect¬ 
ing  donations  for  mission  projects  for  at 
least  several  months. 

More  information  about  Mission  Bike 
10,000  is  available  at  www.umc.org  or  at 
www.adkcomchurch.org,  the  Adirondack 
Community  Church  Web  site. 


GBGM  approves  'mission  churches'  in  Cambodia,  Honduras  and  Cote  d'Ivoire 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS) 
Churches  in  Cambodia,  Honduras  and 
the  Cote  dUhvoire  have  been  formally 
approved  as  “mission  churches”  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

A  welcoming  service  concluded  the 
presentation  during  the  boardou  Oct. 
21-24  annual  meeting,  marking  the  ini¬ 
tial  entrance  of  the  three  church  bodies 
into  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Par.  563  of  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  allows  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  initiate,  administer 


and  coordinate  a  mission,  defined  as 
an  administrative  body  for  work  inside 
or  outside  the  structures  of  an  annual 
or  missionary  conference. 

"The  purpose  of  a  mission  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  ministry  with  a  particular  group  or 
region  whose  needs  cannot  be  fully 
met  with  the  existing  structures  and 
resources  of  the  annual  conference(s),” 
the  paragraph  says.  “It  may  also  be  the 
initial  stage  in  moving  toward  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  provisional  or  missionary 
conference.”  The  fledgling  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Cambodia  and  Honduras  have 


sprung  from  the  mission  agencyou 
work  in  those  countries.  But  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church  of  Cote 
dUhvoire  (Ivory  Coast)  is  an 
autonomous,  1.4  million-member 
Methodist  communion  that  grew  out  of 
the  British  Methodist  tradition. 

Methodists  in  that  French-speaking 
West  African  country  are  divided  into 
three  districts:  Grand  Bassam,  Dabou 
and  Abidjan  and  the  two  missionary 
districts  of  Bouake  and  Daloa.  The 
denomination  has  853  local  churches, 
with  89  active  pastors,  including  four 


women,  and  38  evangelists.  It  runs  a 
number  of  schools,  as  well  as  an 
orphanage  and  the  Protestant 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Dabou. 

Bishop  Joseph  Humper,  who  leads 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sierra 
Leone,  said  that  he  and  other  United 
Methodist  bishops  in  West  Africa  con¬ 
sider  the  Methodist  Church  of  Cote 
dUhvoire  to  be  “spirit-led”  and  "peo¬ 
ple-focused.”  He  believes  that  church 
could  act  as  a  springboard  for  United 
Methodist  mission  in  other  African 
countries. 
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Army  chaplains  answer  call 


to  serve  in  unique  ministry 


Chaplain  assistant  Jayme  L.  Kendall  (left  foreground)  protects  a  worship  service  in  the 
field  during  a  training  exercise  at  the  U.S.  Army  Chaplain  Center  and  School  in  Ft. 
Jackson,  S.C.,  in  this  file  photograph.  Kendall  is  now  a  second  lieutenant  and  a  seminary 
student  at  Asbury  Theologial  Seminary.  She  is  a  member  of  the  West  Michigan  Annual 
Conference.  She  must  graduate  and  serve  as  a  pastor  for  three  years  before  she  can  go 
into  active  duty  as  a  chaplain.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Nelia  Hobson,  U.S.  Army 


United  Methodist  Chaplain  First  Lieutenant  Ernest  P.  West  Jr.  (front)  performs  flutter 
kicks  during  5  a.m.  physical  training  at  the  U.S.  Army  Chaplain  Center  and  School  in  Ft. 
Jackson,  S.C.  West  is  an  ordained  elder  from  the  West  Virginia  Annual  Conference. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


First  to  pray!  Chaplains  lead  the  way! 
—  Class  slogan  for  the  summer  2002 
Chaplain  Officer  Basic  Course  at  Fort 
Jackson,  S.C. 

BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

(UMNS)  -  It’s  dark  at  5  a.m.  The 
oppressive  heat  of  a  South  Carolina 
summer  day  hasn’t  hit  yet,  but  it  will. 

The  60-plus  men  and  women  enrolled  in 
the  Army  Chaplain  Officer  Basic  Course 
on  this  August  morning  are  running, 
doing  push-ups,  sit-ups  and  flutter  kicks 
and  shouting,  “We  like  it!  We  love  it!  We 
want  some  more  of  it!  Make  it  hurt,  drill 
sergeant,  make  it  hurt!” 

And  from  5  to  6  a.m.,  he  does.  United 
Methodist  pastors  line  up  next  to 
Catholic  priests,  Jewish  rabbis,  Muslim 
imams  and  other  chaplains-in-training 
representing  more  than  20  faith  groups. 
Everyone  looks  alike  in  the  PT  (physical 
training)  gear  -  black  gym  shorts  and 
gray  T-shirts.  They  range  in  age  from 
early  their  20s  to  early  60s.  They  are 
assembled  on  a  grassy  field,  obeying  the 
commands  of  Sgt.  1st  Class  lames  S. 
Stewart.  These  men  and  women  have 
been  called  by  God  to  serve  as  “repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  holy,”  often  in  the  most 
unholy  of  places. 

Their  congregation  consists  of  sol¬ 
diers  and  Army  families.  Many  come  to 
the  Army  Chaplain  Officer  Basic  Course 
with  no  military  experience.  These  men 
and  women  go  from  being  leaders  of 
congregations  to  being  told  when  to  eat 
and  sleep  and  how  to  dress.  They  come 
in  not  knowing  how  to  put  their  boots 
on,  and  in  12  weeks  they  are  trained  to 
be  Army  officers. 

"We  take  the  cream  of  the  crop,  the 
best,  and  they  come  here  and  we  tell 
them,  'Don’t  take  any  initiative,  do  what 
we  tell  you  to  do.’  The  first  thing  they 
have  to  learn  is  how  the  Army  does 
things,”  says  Chaplain  Maj.  Jo  Ann 
Mann,  an  instructor  at  the  Fort  Jackson 
U.S.  Army  Chaplain  Center  and  School. 
Dressed  in  green  and  gray  camouflage 
they  look  just  like  any  other  soldiers,  but 
with  a  big  difference:  Instead  of  a  gun  by 
their  side,  they  wear  emblems  of  their 
faith  on  their  collars.  And  they  will  not 
be  carrying  weapons  on  the  batdefield. 

Chaplains  are  trained  to  “perform  or 
provide,  cooperate  without  compromise, 
and  do  anything  for  the  good  of  the 
solider,”  says  Chaplain  Col.  Samuel  J.T. 
Boone,  deputy  commander  of  the  center 
and  school.  Chaplains  perform  or  pro¬ 
vide  religious  services  for  their  troops. 

If  a  soldier’s  need  falls  outside  the 
realm  of  the  chaplain’s  particular  faith 
group,  appropriate  religious  leadership 
is  found.  During  Desert  Storm,  Baptist 
chaplains  dug  a  foxhole  in  the  middle  of 
the  desert,  filled  it  with  water  and  bap¬ 
tized  soldiers.  In  the  Gulf  War,  a  rabbi 
was  put  on  a  ship  and  sent  out  to  sea  so 
Jewish  soldiers  could  come  in  boats  to 
celebrate  Passover. 

In  Kosovo  and  Bosnia,  Muslim  sol¬ 
diers  were  able  to  observe  their  holy 
days  with  appropriate  leadership. 
Chaplains  are  the  ones  handed  personal 
letters,  wedding  rings  and  last  wishes  to 
convey  to  family  members.  Chaplains 
bless  helicopters  before  takeoff  for  the 
battlefield.  Chaplains  must  be  tactically 


and  technically  proficient.  And  chap¬ 
lains  are  trained  to  help  people  die.  “Out 
in  the  battlefield,  chaplains  become  the 
most  valuable  player,"  says  Chaplain  Lt. 
Col.  Charles  Howell,  chief  of  officer 
training  at  the  school.  “Burying  the  dead 
is  the  heart  and  soul  of  Army  chaplain¬ 
cy,”  says  Chaplain  Maj.  Peter  A.  Baktis, 
while  teaching  a  class  on  military  funer¬ 
als. 

At  the  Fort  Jackson  center  and  school, 
the  mission  is:  “To  train  newly  acces¬ 
sioned  active-  duty  National  Guard  and 
Army  Reserve  chaplains  and  chaplain 
candidates  in  their  initial  course  of  com¬ 
bat-focused,  critical-task-driven  training 
to  prepare  them  for  ministry  at  battalion 
level.”  Pastors,  preachers,  priests,  rabbis, 
imams  and  others  work  side  by  side. 

They  learn  combat  survival  and  how  to 
serve  as  special  staff  officers.  They  train 
in  41  chaplain-specific  critical  tasks  and 
are  equipped  for  deployment.  Five  chap¬ 
lains  in  last  summer’s  course  last  sum¬ 
mer  were  United  Methodists. 

‘A  sense  of  call’ 

Chaplain  Capt.  Edward  H.  Franklin 
Jr.,  an  ordained  elder  in  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  (regional)  Conference, 
has  a  quick  and  easy  smile.  In  a  room 
full  of  fellow  chaplains,  you  hear  his 
laughter  and  sense  the  ease  with  which 
he  relates  to  people.  He  is  a  natural 
leader  who  is  reverent  when  talking 
about  his  beliefs  and  love  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Army.  “God 
has  instilled  within  me  a  sense  of  call  to 
serve  as  an  Army  chaplain  and  to  truly 
make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  soldiers 
and  their  families  as  they  endeavor  to 
serve  our  country,”  he  says. 

The  Army  and  the  church  are  inter¬ 
twined  in  his  life.  He  is  the  son  of  a 
United  Methodist  pastor,  and  like  a  lot  of 
children  of  pastors,  never  thought  he 
would  go  into  the  ministry.  He  served  as 
an  officer  with  3/37  Armor  (a  tank  bat¬ 
talion)  in  the  1st  Infantry  Division  in 
Desert  Storm.  After  leaving  the  Army,  he 
pursued  a  civilian  career  before  begin¬ 
ning  the  discernment  process  for  min¬ 
istry.  He  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  1996 
and  an  elder  in  1998.  He  served  Walnut 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Roebuck,  S.C.,  for  four  years  before 
answering  the  call  to  return  to  the  Army 
as  a  chaplain. 

“I  have  people  ask  me  ‘why  are  you 
leaving  the  ministry?’  I  am  not  leaving 
the  ministry,”  he  emphasizes.  “Army 
chaplaincy  is  a  valid  and  much-needed 
ministry.  People  in  the  pews,  the  pulpit 
and  the  (bishop’s)  cabinet  need  to  hear 
that.”  Franklin  is  married  and  has  three 
children,  ages  9,  6  and  2.  After  his  train¬ 
ing,  he  began  active  duty  at  Fort  Sill  in 
Oklahoma.  He  has  been  on  the  front  line 
before  and  doesn’t  really  want  to  see  war 
up  close  again.  But  he  has  no  doubt 
about  his  call  or  his  duty. 

“A  chaplain  ministers  to  those  who 
are  fighting  for  our  country,”  he  says. 
“They  are  my  family.  If  they  are  going, 
why  not  me?”  Still  in  ministry  Like 
Franklin,  Chaplain  1st  Lt.  Ernest  P.  West 
Jr.  has  prior  experience  with  tire  military. 
An  ordained  elder  from  the  West  Virginia 
Annual  Conference,  he  served  in  his 
state’s  National  Guard  from  1987  to  1992. 
He  was  serving  as  pastor  at  Calvary 


United  Methodist  Church,  Potomac 
Highlands  District  before  joining  the 
U.S.  Army  Chaplain  Corps.  He  is  now  on 
active  duty  at  Fort  Campbell,  Clarksville, 
Term. 

He  has  also  struggled  with  those  who 
think  he  has  left  the  ministry  and  he 
often  feels  his  church  does  not  under¬ 
stand  his  calling. 

“It  fills  me  with  reverence  to  think 
about  kids  -  18, 19, 20  years  old  -  willing 
to  give  their  all,  their  lives  for  their  coun¬ 
try,”  says  West,  a  tall,  soft-spoken  man. 
“It  is  a  holy  opportunity  to  share  the 
Good  News  with  them.”  He  too  empha¬ 
sizes,  “I  didn’t  leave  the  church.”  He  has 
a  13-year-old  son  and  a  6-year-old 
daughter.  Holding  her  own  2nd  Lt. 

Jayme  L.  Kendall  is  the  youngest  of  the 
group  and  the  only  woman.  She  has 
bright  blue  eyes  and  a  soft  smile. 

A  seminary  student  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky. 
and  a  member  of  the  West  Michigan 
Conference,  she  holds  her  own  in  a  set¬ 
ting  that  is  not  always  accepting  of 


women  as  pastors  or  soldiers.  She  is  also 
the  daughter  of  a  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  who  is  an  Army  chaplain.  “I  felt 
called  into  ministry  while  I  was  a  fresh¬ 
man  in  college.  I  called  home  and  told 
my  dad  I  was  changing  my  major  and 
thinking  about  ministry,  and  he  says,  ‘Do 
you  want  to  be  a  pastor?’ 

“At  that  time,  I  didn’t  even  know 
women  could  be  pastors,”  she  says, 
laughing.  Her  father  assured  her  she 
could  be,  and  he  led  her  through 
Scripture  and  talked  to  her  about  her 
call.  Her  father  also  encouraged  her  to 
think  about  the  military. 

She  decided  to  enlist,  and  then  she 
applied  to  be  a  chaplain  assistant 
Chaplain  assistants  work  with  chaplains 
in  a  ministry  unit  team.  They  assist  in 
preparing  for  religious  services,  perform 
administrative  duties  and  bear  arms. 
They  protect  the  chaplain,  who  does  not 
bear  arms. 

“I  am  really  glad  I  have  the  experience 
as  a  chaplain  assistant  and  in  being  part 
of  a  ministry  unit  team,”  Kendall  says. 
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UMCOR  approves  grant  for  terrorist  response 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  has  approved  a  $973,192 
grant  to  allow  the  denomination’s 
Virginia  Annual  (regional)  Conference  to 
further  address  the  needs  of  those 
affected  by  the  Sept.  1 1  terrorist  attacks. 

That  action  came  during  the  Oct.  21- 
24  meeting  of  the  denomination’s  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  UMCOR  directors 
are  continuing  to  distribute  money  con¬ 
tributed  to  its  “Love  in  the  Midst  of 
Tragedy”  fund,  which  was  established  by 
the  denomination  in  response  to  terror¬ 
ist  attacks.  A  total  of  $2,087,892  was  allo¬ 
cated  at  the  October  meeting. 

The  three-year  plan  developed  by  the 
Northern  Virginia  Board  of  Missions, 
covering  the  Alexandria  and  Arlington 
districts,  will  target  secondary  victims  of 
the  attack  on  the  Pentagon.  Those  vic¬ 
tims  include  immigrants,  the  marginally 


employed  and  tourist  workers  along  the 
Route  One  Corridor. 

Programs  supported  by  the  grant  will 
include  direct  aid,  counseling,  job  train¬ 
ing,  legal  services  and  children’s  min¬ 
istries. 

UMCOR  directors  also  approved 
additional  grants  for  Sept.  1 1  response  in 
the  New  York  area,  including: 

-  An  additional  $500,000  to  the  New 
York  Conference  for  local  church  pro¬ 
grams  initiated  in  response  to  the  disas¬ 
ter. 

-  One  year  of  funding,  at  $145,000,  for 
staff  support  in  the  New  York 
Conference  disaster  response  office. 

-  Assistance  with  food  purchases  and 
salary  support  of  counselors,  for  a  total 
of  $127,000,  at  the  West  Side  Campaign 
Against  Hunger  at  the  Church  of  St.  Paul 
and  St.  Andrew,  a  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation. 


Youth, 


from  page  4 


possible,  hoping  he  would  outgrow 
them.  As  Greg  become  a  teenager,  how¬ 
ever,  Nancy  and  Jeff  found  themselves 
yelling  at  Greg,  and  each  other,  most  of 
the  time.  The  majority  of  their  interac¬ 
tions  with  Greg  ended  in  a  “blow-out” 
argument  that  left  everyone  feeling  bit¬ 
ter  and  resentful. 

Without  realizing,  Nancy  and  Jeff 
began  to  withdraw  signs  of  affection,  like 
hugs  and  compliments,  feeling  like  Greg 
had  “burned”  them  one  too  many  times. 
By  this  time,  Greg’s  behavior  has  gotten 
so  bad  he  “ditched”  school  on  a  regular 
basis,  was  failing  most  classes,  and  had 
been  known  to  smoke  “pot”  from  time  to 
time.  His  friends  had  become  more  like 
his  family  and  the  more  his  parents 
protested,  the  more  strongly  he  allied 
himself  with  them.  All  the  lecturing  or 
rule  enforcement  in  the  world  didn’t 
seem  to  dissuade  Greg  from  continuing 
down  a  destructive  path.  As  Greg  contin¬ 
ued  to  pull  away  from  the  family,  Nancy 
and  Jeff  found  their  lives  racked  with 
worry  and  turmoil.  Greg  had  reached  the 
point  of  outbursts  of  physical  violence 


resulting  in  broken  hands,  doors  and 
punched  out  walls.  As  parents,  they  had 
tried  everything,  counseling  for  Greg, 
medication,  anger  management  classes, 
and  even  calling  the  police  to  help  con¬ 
trol  him;  nothing  seemed  to  work. 

As  hard  as  Jeff  and  Nancy  struggled  to 
regain  control,  Greg  fought  to  maintain 
it.  What  Greg  didn’t  plan  for  was  the 
price  this  power  was  going  to  cost.  He 
found  that  in  order  to  maintain  his  pow¬ 
erful  position  in  the  family,  he  needed  to 
continually  increase  his  extreme  behav¬ 
ior  to  keep  his  parents  off-balance  and 
frightened.  The  only  problem  was  that 
this  extreme  behavior  might  lead  to  Greg 
harming  himself  or  someone  else. 

Nancy  and  Jeff  were  exhausted,  angry, 
and  out  of  ideas  for  how  to  regain  con¬ 
trol  of  their  home  and  help  their  son  get 
back  on  the  right  track.  That’s  when  a 
friend  told  them  about  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home’s  Therapeutic  Outdoors 
program. 

Editor's  Note:  The  above  is  a  hypothet¬ 
ical  depiction  of  the  kind  of  youth  that 
may  participate  in  TOP 


Elouise  Jones  (left),  Juanita  Cowart  (center)  and  Jobell  Barnett  show  off  one  of  the 
quilts  donated  to  the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  recently.  Barnett  was 
raised  at  the  home.  Photo  by  George  Graham. 


Ruston  Children's  Home  gets  gift  of  warmth 


BY  GEORGE  GRAHAM 
RUSTON  DAILY  LEADER 

The  idea  of  making  quilts  for  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
started  when  a  few  extra  sheets  were 
discovered. 

Word  of  the  project  spread  among 
the  ladies  at  Live  Oak  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Watson,  and  in 
little  time,  sewing  machine  pedals 
were  flying  and  quilt  tops  were  being 
pieced  together. 

The  ladies  met  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ings  beginning  Jan.  15  and  what  start¬ 
ed  as  a  project  to  provide  a  dozen 


quilts,  became  one  that  saw  93  quilts 
finished  by  June  15.  This  will  provide 
a  quilt  for  every  child  in  the  home  and 
were  delivered  in  plenty  of  time  for 
the  quilts  to  be  used  as  Christmas 
presents  for  the  kids. 

Donations  from  the  church’s  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  school  children  helped  with 
the  purchase  of  everything  that  wasn’t 
donated  in-kind.  About  25  ladies 
worked  on  the  quilts  and  are  now 
working  on  52  lap  quilts  for  St.  Jude’s 
Ronald  McDonald  House.  The 
church’s  senior  group  helped  deliver 
the  quilts. 


UMM  ship  devotionals  to  troops 


The  General  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men  (GCUMM)  proudly 
announces  the  first  overseas  shipment 
of  “Strength  for  Service  for  God  and 
Country”  devotional  books  to  US  mili¬ 
tary  personnel. 

Chaplain  Warren  (Randy)  Robnett 
said,  “be  assured  they  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  to  our  military  men  and  women 
who  are  serving  their  country,  any 
time,  any  here.” 

Originally,  published  in  1942  as  a 
World  War  II-era  devotional  book,  the 
newly  revised  edition  is  the  product  of 
an  Eagle  Scout  project  by  Evan 
Hunsberger,  a  Boy  Scout  in  Southern 
California. 

“We  count  it  a  blessing  to  be  a  small 


part  of  a  young  Boy  Scout,  Evan 
Hunsberger’s  vision,  and  the  support  of 
the  United  Methodist  Men  group  to 
continue  the  heritage  of  this  ‘little 
book.’ 

“Please  express  our  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  your  staff  and  supporters  for 
their  generosity  to  the  Air  Force 
Chaplain  Service  and  to  the  men  and 
women  at  our  deployed  sites." 

United  Methodist  Men  have  set  the 
goal  of  supplying  up  to  one  million 
devotional  books  to  our  military  and 
public  safety  professionals. 

If  you  would  like  to  contribute  to 
this  great  cause  please  mail  donations 
to  GCUMM,  P.O.  Box  440515,  Nashville, 
TN  37244-0515  or  call  (615)  340  7145. 


Air  Force  Chief  of  the  Chaplain  Service  staff  members  prepare  "Strength  for  Service 
to  God  and  Country"  devotional  books  for  shipment  to  troops  fighting  the  War  on 
Terrorism.  Staff  Sergeant  David  Barton,  top;  Master  Sergeant  Vera  Kaber,  left; 

Chaplain,  Major  Richard  Crozier,  right. 
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La. Now!  takes  home 
awards  at  2002  UMAC 

The  2002  competition  sponsored 
by  the  280-member  United 
Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  showcased  the  best 
work  of  United  Methodist  communi¬ 
cators,  who  serve  in  venues  from 
local  congregations  and  regional 
units  through  international  agencies 
and  some  secular  publications. 

Louisiana  Now!,  the  official  news¬ 
paper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  received  a  Certificate  of 
Merit  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 
This  award  was  given  to  only  three 
other  annual  conference  newspapers. 

The  Call,  produced  by  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference,  received  top 
honors  in  the  category  with  an  Award 
of  Excellence. 

Joshua  Lewis,  contributing  editor, 
also  received  a  Certificate  of  Merit  in 
the  area  of  photography. 

Awards  were  presented  at  UMAC’s 
annual  meeting,  held  this  year  in 
New  Orleans. 

Performers  sought  for 
General  Conference  2004 

Local  church  choirs,  other  United 
Methodist  musical  groups,  and 
United  Methodist  sacred  dance  and 
drama  troupes  from  around  the 
world  are  invited  to  send  audition 
tapes  for  a  chance  to  participate  at 
worship  services  at  the  2004  General 
Conference.  Apply  online  at 
www.umc.org/gc2004  or  print  out  the 
form  and  mail  or  fax  it  to  Barbara 
Day  Miller,  c/o  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Adanta,  GA  30322;  fax: 

(404)  727-2494.  Deadline  is  March  1, 
2003. 
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Conference  Ministry  Team  to  meet  Jan,  1 0-1 1 


The  Conference  Ministry  Team,  along 
with  all  members  of  boards  and  com¬ 
mittees,  will  meet  the  second  weekend 
of  January  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

The  CMT,  previously  scheduled  to 
gather  in  October,  will  meet  the  evening 
of  Jan.  10  and  continue  through  lunch 
on  Jan.  1 1.  A  Mini-Convocation  of 


Boards  will  begin  with  worship  at  1 1:30 
a.m.  on  Saturday,  followed  by  lunch  and 
afternoon  meetings.  Chairpersons  of 
boards,  teams,  committees  and  task 
forces  will  begin  their  work  on  Friday  at 
11  a.m. 

Those  attending  should  let  Liz  Lucas 
know  by  phone  at  (225)  346-1646,  or  by 
e-mail  at  lizlucas@bellsouth.net  so  that 


arrangements  can  be  made  for  meals. 

Those  needing  a  room  for  Friday 
night  should  make  reservations  directly 
with  the  Conference  Center  by  calling 
(318)  449-4500.  Tell  them  you  are  with 
the  CMT. 

The  weekend  agenda  is  as  follows: 

See  CMT,  page  7 


Iglesia  Metodista  Unida 


Rev.  Samuel  Calvo  leads  the  congregation  of  El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kenner  in  opening  prayer.  A  special  insert 
chronicling  the  Louisiana  Conference's  important,  expanding  Hispanic  ministries  may  be  found  on  pages  4-5.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Special  offerings  crucial  as  scholarship  funding  drops  off 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Many 
applicants  for  a  loan  or  scholarship  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church  had  to  be 
turned  away  this  year  due  to  a  lack  of 
funds,  according  to  a  denomination 
executive. 

More  than  $8.4  million  was  awarded 
to  5,500  students  in  2001  through  the 
United  Methodist  loan  fund  and  schol¬ 
arship  program.  That  figure  will  drop 


considerably  in  the  immediate  future 
due  to  a  major  reduction  of  reserve 
funds  and  the  volatility  of  the  financial 
markets,  said  Angella  Current-Felder, 
top  executive  with  the  denomination’s 
Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships. 

The  report  was  made  at  a  dinner  for 
scholarship  recipients  sponsored  by  the 

See  Scholarships,  page  7 


United  Methodist 
Student  Day 
Offering 
Sunday,  Nov.  24 


2 


Louisiana  Conference NQfN! 


November  22, 2002 


O  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

Love  in  a  Paper  Sack 


Robert  Fulghum,  that  modern  sage 
of  folk  wisdom  tells  of  the  time  when 
his  seven  year  old  daughter,  Molly,  had 
packed  lunches  for  herself,  her  broth¬ 
ers,  and  her  father.  She  loved  to  put 
additional  items  of  love  in  each  sack. 
One  morning,  Molly  handed  her  dad 
two  sacks.  When  questioned  about  the 
second  sack  she  said,  “It’s  just  some 
stuff.  Take  it  with  you.”  So  he  took 
both  sacks  and  hurried  off  to  work. 

While  he  was  eating  lunch,  he 
opened  the  second  bag.  The  contents 
of  the  bag  proved  interesting.  He 
found,  “Two  hair  ribbons,  three  small 
stones,  a  plastic  dinosaur,  a  pencil 
stub,  a  tiny  seashell,  two  animal  crack¬ 
ers,  a  marble,  a  used  lipstick,  a  small 
doll,  two  chocolate  kisses,  and  thirteen 
pennies.”  “How  charming,”  he 
thought.  Rushing  off  to  afternoon 
appointments,  he  swept  his  desk  clean 
into  the  wastebasket  -  left  over  lunch, 
Molly’s  junk,  and  all.  “There  wasn’t 
anything  in  there  I  needed,”  he  said  to 
himself. 

That  evening  Molly  stood  beside 
her  father  while  he  was  reading  the 
newspaper.  “Where’s  my  bag?”  she 
asked.  “What  bag?”  her  father  replied. 
"You  know,  the  one  I  gave  you  this 
morning.”  Her  father  answered,  “1  left 
it  at  the  office.  Why?”  “I  want  it  back,” 
Molly  told  him.  “Why?”  Dad  won¬ 
dered  aloud.  “Those  are  my  things  in 
the  sack,  Daddy,  the  ones  I  really  like  - 
- 1  thought  you  might  like  to  play  with 
them,  but  now  I  want  them  back.  You 
didn’t  lose  the  bag,  did  you,  Daddy?” 
Tears  were  filling  in  her  eyes  and  her 
father  felt  badly.  “Oh  no,”  he  tried  to 
comfort  her,  “I  just  forgot  to  bring  it 
home,”  he  lied. 

She  was  right.  What  was  in  that 
sack  was  something  else.  She  had 
given  him  her  treasures.  “All  that  a 
seven  year  old  held  dear,”  he  wrote. 
“Love  in  a  paper  sack,  and  I  had 
missed  it.  Not  only  missed  it,  but  had 
thrown  it  in  the  wastebasket  because 
'there  wasn’t  anything  in  there  I  need¬ 
ed.’”  (Fulghum,  R.,  It  Was  On  Fire 
When  I  Lay  Down  On  It,  Villard  Books, 
pp.  27-31) 

There  are  so  many  things  in  life  that 
are  small  and  seemingly  insignificant, 
but  things  we  desperately  need.  The 
touch  of  another’s  hand,  a  warm 
“hello”  from  another  pilgrim  on  the 
street,  the  friendly  welcome  of  another 
worshipper,  a  short  amount  of  time  for 
conversation  with  another  friend,  a 
concerted  attempt  to  hear  another’s 
story,  a  word  of  encouragement  when 
our  spirits  are  low  or  when  we  know 
another’s  spirits  are  low,  time  to  sit  and 
read  a  book  to  our  children,  a  shared 
meal  at  the  family  table,  presence  at 
our  children’s  ball  game  or  music  con¬ 
cert,  a  short  note  that  says  “You  are 
loved”,  or  a  phone  call  for  no  reason 
other  than  just  to  say  “I  was  thinking 
about  you.” 

When  I  read  and  heard  this  morn¬ 
ing’s  news  I  was  especially  concerned 


for  the  state  of  our 
world.  The  threat 
of  more  A1  Quaida 
attacks  looms  on 
the  horizon.  The 
story  of  the  King 
brothers  and  their 
confession  of 
killing  their  father 
is  disturbing.  The 
growing  possibility 
of  a  physical  con¬ 
frontation  with  Iraq 
is  frightening.  We  are  facing  and  living 
in  some  very  difficult  days.  I  believe 
we  are  strongly  in  need  of  a  paper  sack 
full  of  love  from  one  another,  a  sack 
filled  with  small  but  important  things 
that  we  treasure.  In  our  rush  to  make 
our  place  in  life  and  to  make  our  state¬ 
ments  about  what  we  consider  to  be 
important,  let  us  not  miss  the  small 
things  that  make  life  to  be  meaningful 
and  sacred. 

Why  not  stop  what  you  are  doing 
just  now  and  enter  into  a  prayer  for 
those  you  love  and  those  who  are  your 
enemies.  Why  not  stop  and  write  a 
short  note  to  the  person  you  haven’t 
talked  to  in  a  long  while,  or  to  that  per¬ 
son  with  whom  you  have  had  a  dis¬ 
agreement  but  for  whom  you  genuine¬ 
ly  care.  Why  not  stop  and  make  a 
phone  call  to  a  treasured  friend,  or 
even  to  a  difficult  colleague  and  just 
say,  “I  want  our  lives  to  be  whole  and 
healthy."  Why  not  stop  and  hug  your 
children,  kiss  your  spouse,  appreciate 
your  boss,  compliment  your  pastor,  or 
compliment  your  lay  leader.  “Live  out 
your  God-created  identity.  Live  gener¬ 
ously  and  graciously  toward  others, 
the  way  God  lives  toward  you.” 
(Matthew  5:48  MSG) 

In  a  way  these  may  sound  like  trite 
and  superficial  suggestions.  They  may 
seem  like  pencil  stubs,  used  lipstick,  a 
plastic  dinosaur,  or  two  hair  ribbons. 
They  may  seem  like  things  that  don’t 
matter  and  for  which  we  have  no  time. 
But  I  encourage  you  to  examine  them 
and  decide  whether  in  your  own  life 
you  have  need  of  any  small  act  of  love 
and  appreciation  or  reconciliation  that 
would  make  a  difference  to  and  for 
you.  I  suspect  if  that  is  true  for  you  it  is 
true  for  those  around  you. 

Let  us  not  get  so  caught  up  in  being 
so  sophisticated,  harried  and  busy  that 
we  miss  the  very  things  that  spell  out 
love  and  grace  and  stability;  things  we 
may  have  thrown  in  the  wastebasket  of 
life  because  we  thought  there  wasn’t 
anything  there  we  needed.  I  know  that 
deep  in  my  own  spirit  it  is  those  small 
things  that  really  make  for  life  and  that 
really  give  life  its  deeper  meaning. 
Without  them  it  is  a  very  lonely  jour¬ 
ney,  and  in  the  end  a  very  empty  jour¬ 
ney.  May  we  each  find  that  paper  sack 
that  contains  the  true  treasures  of  life 
and  then  share  it  with  the  world. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Faith  Sharing  conferences  coming  up 


As  part  of  an  initiative  of  the  Bishop 
and  the  Board  of  Discipleship  for  train¬ 
ing  in  evangelism,  all  pastors  under 
appointment  are  expected  to  attend  one 
of  two  faith  sharing  conferences  in  2003. 
Clergy  should  be  accompanied  by  lay 
leadership  from  their  respective  congre¬ 
gations. 

Dr.  Eddie  Fox  and  Dr.  George  Morris 
will  speak  at  both  conferences,  which 
will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist 


Church  in  Baton  Rouge  from  Jan.  24-25 
and  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  from  Feb.  7- 
8.  Registration  is  $15  per  person  and 
covers  a  luncheon  on  Saturday.  Please 
use  the  form  printed  below  to  register. 
Participants  will  need  to  make  their  own 
lodging  arrangements  for  the  overnight 
stay. 

For  more  information  about  the 
event  schedule  and  registration,  call  Rev. 
JonTellifero  or  P.  J.  at  (337)  463-4491. 


i - 1 

2003  Faith  Sharing  Conference 

I  wish  to  attend  the  conference  held  at  (circle  one): 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

j  Participant's  name _ 

|  Church  name _ 

!  I  am  a  member  of  the  (circle  one):  Clergy  Laity 

;  Street _ 

:  City _ Zip  Code _ 

Phone  # _ 

;  Please  send  completed  form  and  $  1 5  check  made  to: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Attn:  P.  J. 

406  W.  Shirley 

!  DeRidder,  LA  70634 


Organist  Wanted 

Scott  United  Methodist  Church  in  Port  Allen 
seeks  Church  Organist  for  11  a.m.  Sunday  Service 
39203  Cornerview  Road,  Gonzales  LA,  70737 
Call  (225)  387-4297  or  (225)  647-2691 
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United  Methodists  differ  on  war  with  Iraq 


Texas  pastor  sides  with  Bush  on  Iraq 


NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  -  At  the 
end  of  the  day,  if  it  comes  down  to 
choosing  between  losing  another 
life  to  terrorism  or  getting  rid  of 
Iraqi  leader  Saddam  Hussein,  the 
Rev.  Kirbyjon  H.  Caldwell  would 
vote  for  “taking  out  Saddam.” 

“President  George  Bush  has 
made  it  clear  that  for  the  sake  of 
security  and  the  sake  of  our  chil¬ 
dren,  Saddam  Hussein  has  to  go,” 
he  said  in  an  interview. 

He  spoke  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service  before  addressing  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  annual  meeting, 
held  Oct.  30-Nov.  2  in  New  Orleans. 

“I  am  not  a  big  proponent  of  war, 
but  neither  do  I  want  anybody  else 
to  fly  anything  into  another  building 
or  sabotage  our  water  system  or 
attack  the  transportation  system,” 
he  said. 

Caldwell  is  pastor  of  Windsor 
Village  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  the  largest  United 
Methodist  congregation  in  the 
United  States. 

He  is  a  friend  and  self-designated 
“spiritual  supporter”  of  Bush  and 
gave  the  benediction  at  the  presi¬ 
dent’s  inaugural  ceremony.  The 
president  and  first  lady  are  United 
Methodists,  attending  churches  in 
Dallas  and  Austin  when  they  lived  in 
Texas. 

“I  know  a  lot  of  mainline 
Protestant  churches  and  bishops 
have  come  out  against  the  war,  and 
I  respect  that  and  applaud  the  fact 
they  are  expressing  their  opinions,” 
Caldwell  said. 

“But  at  the  end  of  the  day,  we 
have  to  ask  ourselves  which  do  we 
want:  no  war,  and  pray  for  peace 
and  hope  there  are  no  more  attacks, 
or  do  we  want  to  go  ahead  and  take 
out  Saddam  Hussein  and  still  pray 
for  peace  and  hope  for  no  more 
attacks.” 

The  Bush  administration  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  “pre-emptive  strike” 
against  Iraq,  which  is  believed  to  be 
building  weapons  of  mass  destruc¬ 
tion  in  violation  of  U.N.  resolutions. 

Caldwell  is  married  and  the 
father  of  three  children  ages  5, 3  and 
1.  He  admits  having  a  family  has 
changed  his  perspective  on  war. 

“The  whole  idea  of  posterity  is  a 
lot  nearer  and  dearer  to  my  heart 
than  it  was  five  years  ago.  Abraham 
believed  he  lived  everlasting 


“If  we  go  to  war, 
hopefully  it  will  be 
clear  to  the  average 
American  that  we  are 
going  to  war  in  order 
to  make  America  and 
the  world  a  safer 
place.” 


through  his  children.  I  don’t  have 
that  perspective,  but  I  would  like  to 
see  my  children  and  their  friends 
live  a  full  life. 

“If  we  go  to  war,  hopefully  it  will 
be  clear  to  the  average  American 
that  we  are  going  to  war  in  order  to 
make  America  and  the  world  a  safer 
place. 

“Hopefully  the  dots  will  have 
been  connected,  and  it  will  be  very 
clear  if  we  take  out  this  guy  and  that 
guy  and  another  guy,  the  risk  of  ter¬ 
rorism  has  been  severely  reduced.” 

People  should  keep  in  mind  that 
the  Bush  administration  has  infor¬ 
mation  the  rest  of  us  do  not  know 
anything  about,  he  said. 

“There  are  some  things  they 
know  that  we  don’t  know  that  I  am 
glad  they  haven’t  told  us!”  he  said 
laughing. 

More  churches  should  be  holding 
prayer  vigils  to  pray  for  peace  and 
for  the  leaders  of  our  country,  he 
said. 

“I  would  encourage  the  believers 
to  pray.  The  New  Testament  makes 
it  clear  you  should  pray  for  those  in 
power. 

“If  we  go  to  war  and  your  church 
was  not  a  good  and  faithful  steward 
of  the  most  awesome  asset  known 
to  humankind  -  prayer  -  then  an 
unbeliever  could  make  the  argu¬ 
ment  (that)  had  you  prayed  then 
maybe  we  would  not  be  in  this 
predicament,”  he  said. 

“There  is  no  way  if  John  Wesley 
were  alive  today  he  would  not  be 
praying  and  fasting,”  he  said.  “Folks 
don’t  pray,  don’t  fast,  then  they  want 
social  holiness  - 1  mean  please,  it 
doesn’t  work  that  way.” 

Caldwell  was  the  keynote  speaker 
at  the  opening  luncheon  for  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators  annual  meeting. 


Bishops  denounce  pre-emptive  strike 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  The 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  added  a  pas¬ 
toral  letter  to  the  voices  calling  for 
restraint  in  dealing  with  Iraq,  and 
she  is  asking  United  Methodists  - 
including  the  U.S.  president  and 
vice  president  -  to  join  in  praying  for 
peace. 

“A  pre-emptive  war  by  the  United 
States  against  a  nation  like  Iraq  goes 
against  the  very  grain  of  our  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Gospel,  our  church’s 
teachings  and  our  conscience,” 
wrote  Bishop  Sharon  A.  Brown 
Christopher,  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  in  a 
letter  issued  Oct.  4. 

“Pre-emptive  strike  does  not 
reflect  restraint  and  does  not  allow 
for  the  adequate  pursuit  of  peaceful 
means  for  resolving  conflict,”  she 
wrote.  “To  be  silent  in  the  face  of 
such  a  prospect  is  not  an  option  for 
followers  of  Christ.” 

Christopher  acknowledged  that 
Iraqi  President  Saddam  Hussein’s 
treatment  of  people  in  his  own 
country  and  in  neighboring  nations 
has  been  horrifying,  but  she  asserts, 
“Jesus  rejects  the  violent  response  to 
evil.” 

Instead,  she  calls  all  United 
Methodists  to  pray  for  the  leaders  of 
the  nations  as  they  make  crucial 
decisions,  and  to  pray  especially  for 
President  George  W.  Bush  and  Vice 
President  Dick  Cheney,  who  are 
United  Methodists.  She  asks  that 
church  members  share  their  con¬ 
cerns  about  war  and  peace  with 
these  leaders. 

For  at  least  six  weeks,  United 
Methodists  have  been  voicing 
objections  to  Bush’s  call  for  a  pre¬ 
emptive  strike  that  would  launch  a 
war  widi  Iraq,  although  no  one  is 
claiming  universal  agreement 
among  the  denomination’s  9.7  mil¬ 
lion  members  worldwide.  Only  the 
General  Conference,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  highest  legislative  body,  can 
speak  for  the  denomination;  it  last 
met  in  2000  and  won’t  convene 
again  until  2004. 

Jim  Winkler,  staff  head  of  the 
churchwide  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  was  one  of  the  first  leaders 
in  the  denomination  to  voice  oppo¬ 
sition.  In  a  statement,  he  empha¬ 
sized  that  United  Methodists  have  a 
special  role  to  play  because  both  the 
president  and  vice  president  are 
members  of  the  church. 


“A  pre-emptive  war 
by  the  United  States 
against  a  nation  like 
Iraq  goes  against  the 
very  grain  of  our 
understanding  of  the 
Gospel,  our  church’s 
teachings  and  our 
conscience.” 


‘Farsighted’  policy  needed 

The  denomination’s  Virginia 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  one  of  the  more  recent 
organizations  to  publish  its  con¬ 
cerns.  In  a  statement  issued  Oct.  3, 
the  conference  board  urged  U.S. 
leaders  to  “direct  their  focus  to 
forming  an  appropriate,  farsighted, 
anti-terrorism  policy  that  uses  inter¬ 
national  justice  systems  to  curb  ter¬ 
rorism. 

“As  we  issue  this  call  for  peaceful 
resolution,  we  recognize  the  chaos 
and  destruction  that  Saddam 
Hussein  has  perpetrated.  Nothing 
we  are  saying  here  implies  support 
or  even  tolerance  for  his  ideology  or 
policies,”  the  board  said.  It  affirmed 
the  belief  that  God’s  will  is  that 
nations  live  together  in  peace. 

On  Oct.  3,  the  European 
Methodist  Youth  Council  also 
approved  a  resolution  during  its 
meeting  in  Parnu,  Estonia,  which 
said  in  part,  “We  do  not  want  to  take 
a  position  of  silent  approval  of  vio¬ 
lent  action  and  its  political  implica¬ 
tions.  This  problem  cannot  be 
solved  by  war.” 

“We  believe  that  the  loss  of 
human  life  that  will  be  inevitably 
caused  by  this  war  is  unjustifiable,” 
the  council  said. 

The  Rev.  Shaun  Casey,  an  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of  Christian  ethics  at 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  one  of 
many  such  institutions  related  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  gath¬ 
ered  the  support  of  100  Christian 
ethicists  for  a  one-sentence  declara¬ 
tion  issued  on  Sept.  25:  “As  Christian 
ethicists,  we  share  a  common  moral 
presumption  against  a  pre-emptive 
war  on  Iraq  by  the  United  States.” 


offer  10  ethnic  social  advocacy  internships  in  Washington 


United  Methodists 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  Ten  ethnic 
young  adults  will  be  selected  for  sum¬ 
mer  internships  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  primary  social  advo¬ 
cacy  and  action  agency  in  2003. 


Opportunities  to  work  in  public  policy 
and  social  justice  organizations  will  be 
joined  with  leadership  training  experi¬ 
ences  during  the  eight-week  program. 

Applications  are  being  accepted  from 


young  people  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  22  representing  the  five  ethnic  cau¬ 
cuses  of  the  United  Methodist  Church: 
Asian,  Black,  Hispanic,  Native  American 
and  Pacific  Islander.  Each  internship 


includes  transportation  to  and  from 
Washington,  housing  and  a  $1,500 
stipend  for  living  expenses.  Dates  for  the 
program  are  June  1  to  July  27.  The  Board 
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A  sign  in  Spanish  invites  members  of  the  community  to  worship  at  El  Mesias 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kenner.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Why  We  Need  It 

The  Hispanic  Ministry  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  continues  to 
grow  at  El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kenner,  almost  13  years  after  its 
inception.  The  need  for  this  type  of  outreach  is  getting  stronger  and  stronger  as 
the  Hispanic  population  in  our  state  gets  larger  and  larger. 

Growth  rates  within  this  demographic  not  only  exceed  those  of  all  other 
minority  groups,  but  also  exceed  the  growth  rate  of  the  United  States  popula¬ 
tion  as  a  whole.  If  these  trends  continue,  the  Hispanic  population  will  be  the 
largest  minority  in  the  country,  reaching  a  projected  96.5  million  people  within 
the  next  five  years. 

The  last  census  revealed  that  there  are  about  108,000  Hispanic  persons  in 
Louisiana,  but  we  know  that  the  number  is  closer  to  200,000  because  there  is  a 
large  number  of  people  who  are  undocumented  because  they  are  afraid  to 
answer  a  census.  About  54%  of  the  projected  200,000  live  in  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  area,  and  come  from  Honduras,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Cuba,  Nicaragua, 
El  Salvador,  Costa  Rica,  Venezuela  and  other  parts  of  South  America  and  the 
Caribbean. 

Relative  to  whites  and  African-Americans,  as  a  group,  Hispanics  in  the 
United  States  are  a  young  population.  Approximately  35%  of  Latinos  (24%  of 
whites,  30%  of  African-Americans)  are  younger  than  18  years  of  age. 

Currently,  the  Hispanic  Ministry'  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area  is  working 
with  this  rapidly  growing  community,  which  struggles  with  a  number  of  prob¬ 
lems: 

Limited  representation  of  the  Latin  community  in  the  political  system. 

Lack  of  low-cost,  bilingual  adult  education,  such  as  vocational /technical 
training. 

Lack  of  information  on  important  issues  such  as  immigration  laws,  health 
care,  housing,  welfare,  etc. 

Low  paying  jobs  with  little  or  no  health  benefits. 

Little  access  to  medical  services  due  to  low  income  and  expensive  health 
plans. 

Need  for  information  on  health  issues  like  diabetes,  AIDS,  mental  health, 
domestic  violence,  substance  abuse,  depression,  isolation  and  others. 

Lack  of  incentives  and  vision  for  second  and  third  generations  to  grow  and 
achieve  beyond  cultural  boundaries  of  being  a  minority. 

Jesus  said,  “Go  and  make  followers  of  all  the  nations.  Baptize  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit  .”  El  Mesias  UMC  is 
the  only  Hispanic  congregation  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  reflect  the  qualities  and  concerns  of  the  Hispanic  community.  The 
people  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  must  stand  ready  to  embrace  and  nur¬ 
ture  this  congregation  with  “Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds  and  Open  Doors." 

Maribel  Mojica 

GBGM  Missionary  for  the  National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry 

Rev.  Samuel  and  Sarai  Calvo,  GBGM  Missionaries  for  the  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic  Ministry 


Who  We  Are 


Rev.  Samuel  Calvo,  a  General  Board  of 
Ministries  (GBGM)  missionary  and  pas¬ 
tor  of  Messiah  UMC  in  Kenner,  La.  pres¬ 
ents  a  weekly  radio  show  on  “LaFabulosa" 
WFNO-830  in  New  Orleans  targeting 
Hispanic  listeners.  The  program  is  part  of 
a  comprehensive  Hispanic  ministry  that 
is  drawing  significant  numbers  of  new 
people  to  The  United  Methodist  Church 
each  weekend. 

The  ministry  is  thriving  under  the 
direction  of  two  missionary  pastors 
assigned  through  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Rev.  Samuel  Calvo  and 
his  daughter-in-law  Maribel  Mojica  Calvo 
head  the  program  which  seeks  to  serve 
the  needs  of  the  Hispanic  population  of 
the  New  Orleans  area. 

Maribel  Calvo,  a  native  of  Puerto  Rico, 
serves  as  chief  Hispanic  ministry  consult¬ 
ant.  Sam  Calvo  is  the  former  head  of  the 
Costa  Rican  Methodist  church.  Another 
key  leader  is  Pete  Aguila,  chairperson  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Hispanic  min¬ 
istry  task  force. 

This  thriving  ministry  is  truly  a  family 
affair,  with  Sam’s  wife  Sarai  Calvo  working 
as  a  Spanish  teacher  for  those  serving  the 
ministry.  Sarai  was  formerly  a  teacher  in 
Costa  Rica. 

Rev.  Calvo,  who  currently  serves  as 
pastor  of  El  Messias  UMC,  which  meets 
at  and  shares  a  building  with  Messiah 


United  Methodist  Church, 
has  helped  to  develop  and 
maintain  steady  growth  in 
the  church.  Sarai,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  teaching  Spanish, 
serves  as  the  Community 
Outreach  Director  for  the 
ministry. 

It  is  standard  fare  to  see  a 
minimum  of  40  visitors  per 
Sunday  from  across  metro¬ 
politan  New  Orleans  at  El 
Mesias. 

The  keystone  of  the 
Hispanic  ministry  is  the 
community  school,  which 
houses  GED  classes  given  in 
Spanish.  ESI,  (English  as  a 
Second  Language)  classes 
are  also  taught  in  keeping 
with  the  ministry’s  objective 
of  help  Hispanic  persons  to 
acclimate  to  life  in  the 
United  States. 

William  and  Betty  Rowell 
of  First  UMC,  Kenner  have 
been  dedicated  to  teaching 
those  classes. 

The  ministry  also  offers  GED  classes  in 
English,  U.S.  citizenship  classes,  and 
assistance  with  immigration  issues. 

“Those  classes  have  grown  astronomi¬ 
cally  due  to  the  popularity  of  the  radio 


Members  of  El  I 


What  We  Do 

Many  ongoing  programs  continue  to  meet  the  needs  specific  to 
the  Hispanic  population  of  our  state: 

Sunday  morning  worship  services  at  El  Mesias  United  Methodist 
Church  attract  upwards  of  50  people  on  a  weekly  basis. 

Radio  broadcasts  every  Monday  and  Saturday  on  local  Spanish 
radio  stations  (La  Fabulosa  830  AM  and  La  Tropical  1540  AM)  reach 
over  10,000  Spanish  speaking  people  in  Southern  Louisiana  and 
neighboring  states. 

Training  is  offered  for  Sunday  Bible  School  teachers  and  other 
church  leaders. 

An  outreach  to  Luling,  Louisiana  has  developed  with  El  Mesias 
UMC  assisting  in  the  offering  of  worship  services  in  Spanish  every 
Sunday  at  Luling  UMC. 

Since  the  year  2000,  adult  education  classes  in  ESL  (English  as  a 
Second  Language),  GED  (offered  in  Spanish),  and  Spanish  classes  for 
people  who  want  to  volunteer  in  the  Hispanic  community  have  bene¬ 
fited  close  to  200  people.  All  of  the  teachers  for  these  classes  are 
United  Methodist  volunteers  and  members  of  the  Hispanic  commu¬ 
nity. 

The  Latino  Children’s  Health  Network  was  created  by  the  Hispanic 
Ministry  in  the  New  Orleans  District  and  the  Tulane  University  School 
of  Public  Health  to  improve  health  conditions  and  provide  health 
services.  The  Network  conducts  surveys  of  health  related  issues  in 
order  to  pinpoint  the  needs  specific  to  the  Hispanic  community.  The 
Network  coordinates  three  different  health  fairs  annually,  targeting 
the  needs  of  children,  women  and  the  general  populace.  The  Network 
also  orchestrates  a  vaccination  campaign  for  the  community. 

Workshops  about  the  changes  in  immigration  laws,  help  with  citi¬ 
zenship  and  permanent  resident  applications,  and  translation  in  the 
INS  office  are  offered  through  Hispanic  Ministries. 

Active  United  Methodist  Men  and  United  Methodist  Women 
groups  provide  venues  for  the  discussion  of  problems  faced  by 
Hispanic  people,  and  offer  opportunities  to  develop  ways  to  improve 
their  life  conditions  and  their  community. 


Betty  Rowell  teaches 
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!S  English  at  El  Mesias  UMC. 


I  Mesias  UMC  in  Kenner  greet  and  bless  each  other  during  a  recent  worship  service. 


broadcast,”  said  Rev.  Alonzo  Campball, 
director  of  Special  Ministries  for  the  con¬ 
ference. 

“The  ministry  is  currently  seeking 
additional  volunteers  to  transport  people, 
teach  ESL  classes,  translate,  serve  as 
intake  workers  and  assist  with  health 


fairs.  If  a  volunteer  does  not  speak 
Spanish,  we  have  tutors  to  help  them 
learn  the  language.  We  particularly  need 
assistance  from  persons  in  the  health 
professions”.  The  conference  Advance 
Special  number  for  Hispanic  Ministry  is 
4423.  Call  664-7979  for  information. 


El  Mesias  holds  Sunday  School  for 
all  ages  (right  and  bottom). Top 
right.  Rev.  Samuel  Calvo  delivers 
one  of  his  broadcasts  that  reach 
more  than  10,000  Spanish  speak¬ 
ing  people  in  South  Louisiana  and 
neighboring  states. 


+ 


6 


RUSTON  DISTRICT 


November  22,2002 


Louisiana  Conferenced^/ 


Red  Bird  Mission 


Ten  members  of  the  Homer  United  Methodist  Women  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Wesley  Chapel  of  Homer  toured  the  education  and  outreach  ministries 
of  the  Red  Bird  Mission  Conference  in  Beverly,  Kentucky  and  Queendale  Campus. 
The  group  also  attended  the  Chapel  service  at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary. 

Bro.  David  Dietzel,  minister  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  and  Wesley  Chapel, 
and  Jim  Anderson,  Associate  Lay  Leader  for  the  Conference  and  Ruston  District  Lay 
Leader,  also  accompanied  the  group.  Pictured  at  the  Henderson  Settlement  in 
Frakes,  Kentucky  are:  Front  row:  Marilyn  Killgore,  Hennie  Weiland,  Bro.  David 
Dietzel,  Anne  Edmonds,  Judy  Willis  Second  row:  Jim  Anderson,  Betsy  Moreland, 
Ernie  Greene,  Jean  Ford,  Carolyn  Thurmon,  Bettye  Barnette  and  Mary  Belle  Rushing. 


Grace  United  Methodist  Church  held  a  Blessing  of  the  Animals  Oct.  5  in  the  front  yard  of 
the  church.  The  worship  service  is  based  on  the  ritual  in  the  Book  of  Worship.  About  20 
pets  and  35  owners  showed  up.  On  Sunday  Nov.  3  history  was  made  at  Grace  as  a  unani¬ 
mous  congregational  vote  accepted  the  proposal  for  the  new  Christian  Life  Building. 
According  to  Ruston  District  Superintendent  Rev. Terry  Willis,  "!'ve  never  seen  a  build¬ 
ing  proposal  pass  unanimously  on  a  secret  ballot. The  pastor.  Dr.  Wayne  Evans  offered 
this  analysis:  "This  votes  demonstrates  the  unity  of  the  congregation  and  how  well  the 
Building  Committee  has  communicated  with  the  members."  Builder  Gordan  Allen  of 
Rayville  will  supervise  the  project  following  the  capital  funds  campaign  next  year. 


Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  their  1 00th  Anniversary  Oct.  6. 
Special  music  was  provided  by  the  Chancel  Choir  and  Agape.  Pictured  above  are  Ruston 
District  Superintendent  Rev.  Terry  Willis,  Rev.  Wayne  Howinton,  pastor,  and  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson,  who  served  as  guest  speaker  for  the  celebration. 


New  mission  based  on  Faith 


BY  KIM  RATLIFF 

Last  year  Scott  Wright,  the  director 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  LA  Tech, 
challenged  his  staff  of  interns  as  well 
as  all  of  the  students  at  Wesley  to 
dream  God -size  dreams. 

I  was  one  of  six  interns  who  served 
at  Wesley  during  the  2001-2002  school 
year.  My  answer  to  Scott’s  challenge 
of  God-size  dreams  is  called  Faith 
Mission.  Although  this  is  Faith 
Mission’s  first  year  across  from 
Lincoln  General  Hospital  in  Ruston,  it 
is  not  Wesley’s  first  year  for  this  min¬ 
istry. 

The  dream  behind  Faith  Mission 
started  two  years  ago  when  the  stu¬ 
dents  at  Wesley  reached  out  to  the 
children  in  a  trailer  park  a  few  blocks 
away.  Twice  a  week,  20  children  came 
to  Wesley  for  help  with  their  home¬ 
work  and  fun  games  in  the  backyard. 

After  a  year  of  joining  God  in  his 
ministry  to  the  children  and  their 
families,  we  decided  to  make  the 
after-school  program  a  permanent 
part  of  our  outreach  ministry. 

Unfortunately,  the  following  year 
the  families  had  to  move  after  their 
trailer  park  was  sold.  So  we  set  out  to 
find  a  new  location  for  our  after¬ 
school  program  in  the  families’  new 
neighborhoods. 

Many  of  the  buildings  were  too 
dilapidated  to  house  the  program, 
and  soon  we  had  to  give  up  looking 
for  the  school  year. 

In  the  summer  of  2001,  we  learned 
that  Faith  United  Methodist  Church 
was  no  longer  having  services.  This 
was  an  answer  to  prayer  for  a  building 
in  a  good  location. 

We  pursued  permission  to  use  the 
church  for  a  year,  and  on  September 
9,  2002  Faith  Mission  opened  for  the 
first  time. 

In  preparation  for  the  opening,  two 
youth  groups  painted  the  inside  walls 


of  the  church.  They  also  spent  time  in 
prayer  fortifying  the  building  for  min¬ 
istry. 

To  attract  a  crowd  on  the  first  day, 
we  passed  out  flyers  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hoods  and  grilled  hamburgers  and 
hotdogs.  We  served  over  100  burgers! 
The  following  weeks  have  averaged  30 
kids  on  both  Monday  and  Wednesday. 
Some  weeks  we  max  out  the  building 
with  40  children. 

The  kids  really  enjoy  the  four  part 
rotation  of  the  after-school  program. 
They  are  grouped  by  grade  to  rotate 
through  homework,  snack,  playing 
outside,  and  spiritual  nurture.  At  5:30 
p.m.  both  afternoons  we  have  dinner 
together  along  with  some  of  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  parents. 

The  idea  and  format  for  Faith 
Mission  comes  from  the  Fellowship  of 
the  Believers  passage  found  in  Acts 
2:42-47.  In  this  passage,  we  are  called 
as  Christians  to  come  together  as  a 
community  to  eat,  pray,  care  for  one 
another,  and  enjoy  one  another.  This 
is  our  goal  at  Faith  Mission. 

As  an  outreach,  we  want  to  fill  the 
needs  of  the  community  we  serve.  By 
providing  tutoring  services  for  40  chil¬ 
dren  twice  a  week,  we  help  the  chil¬ 
dren  be  who  God  created  them  to  be. 
When  the  children  come  on  Monday 
and  Wednesday  they  are  given  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  gain  leadership  skills  that 
will  have  a  lasting  effect  on  the  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole. 

We  also  pray  that  dinner  provides 
fellowship  time  for  parents  and  local 
Sunday  school  groups,  youth  groups, 
families,  and  community  groups. 

We  rely  completely  on  these 
groups  to  provide  meals  on  both 
Monday  and  Wednesday  evening. 

If  you  are  interested  in  being  a  part 
of  this  outreach  please  contact  me  at 
The  Wesley  Foundation  (318)  255- 
3112. 
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Scholarships,  from  page  1 


Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships  during 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry’s  annual  directors  meeting, 
held  Oct.  16-19  in  Nashville. 

During  the  past  three  years,  an  aver¬ 
age  of  1,100  students  received  loans 
annually  through  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  Offering. 

“We  project  that  unless  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Day  Offering  increas¬ 
es,  this  number  will  drop  to  an  average 
of  760  student  loans  per  year,”  Current- 
Felder  said. 

Current-Felder  is  encouraging  United 
Methodist  congregations  to  challenge 
the  odds  by  increasing  their  collective 
giving  through  the  Student  Day  Offering, 
“so  that  by  the  end  of  the  quadrennium, 
we  would  have  achieved  the  goal  of  $1 
million  a  year.” 

She  also  reported  that  in  2001,  con¬ 
gregational  support  of  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  exceeded  average  giving, 
and  annual  conferences  received  more 
in  rebated  funds  than  ever  before.  The 


Gift  of  Hope  Scholars  Program  has  pro¬ 
vided  scholarships  for  more  than  4,000 
students  during  the  past  four  years. 

“A  scholarship  is  a  protest  against 
ignorance,”  said  the  Rev.  Jerome  King 
Del  Pino,  top  executive  with  the  board. 

“The  support  I  receive,  financially 
and  spiritually,  gives  me  a  renewed 
sense  of  commitment  because  I  know 
people  believe  in  me,”  said  Jamie  North, 
a  Meharry  Medical  College  student  who 
was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  dinner. 
United  Methodist-related  Meharry  is  in 
Nashville. 

Other  scholarship  recipients  at  the 
dinner  were  April  J.  Albin,  Belmont 
University;  Alliciah  Bell,  Middle 
Tennessee  State  University;  Robert  Cox, 
Vanderbilt  University;  Laura  Forrester, 
MTSU;  Jeffrey  Gibbs  and  Russell  Hale, 
both  attending  Martin  Methodist 
College;  Danielle  Hayes,  Tennessee  State 
University;  Royya  James,  MTSU;  and 
Sarah  Sewell  and  Bethany  Thomas,  both 
attending  Belmont  University. 
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CMT,  from  page  1 

of  Church  and  Society  administers 

the  program.  Applicants  must 

Friday,  Jan.  10 

demonstrate  an  interest  in  social 

1 1  a.m.-3  p.m.  Chairs  of 

justice,  have  a  relationship  with  the 

Conference  Boards,  Teams, 

United  Methodist  Church  or  a 

Committees  and  Task  Forces 

United  Methodist  campus  ministry, 

3:30  p.m.-5:30  p.m.  Chairs  of 

be  in  good  academic  standing  if 

District  Ministry  Teams 

enrolled  in  a  college  or  university, 

6  p.m.  Dinner 

and  be  a  member  of  one  of  the 

7-9  p.m.  Conference  Ministry 

specified  ethnic  groups. 

Team  (part  1) 

Application  deadline  is  Feb.  1. 

Saturday,  Jan.  11 

Forms  may  be  obtained  from  Ana 

7:30-8:45  a.m.  CMT  Personnel 

Toledo  by  e-mail  at  atoledo@umc- 

Committee 

gbcs.org  or  by  contacting  her  at  the 

9-11:30  a.m.  Conference 

United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 

Ministry  Team  (part  2) 

and  Society,  100  Maryland  Ave.  NE, 

11:30  a.m.-12:15  p.m. 

Washington,  DC  20002;  phone: 

Convocation  of  Boards-Worship 

(202)  488-5651.  Letters  of  reference, 

12:15-1  p.m.  Lunch 

an  essay  and  a  resume  must 

1-4  p.m.  Board  meetings  as 

accompany  the  application  form. 

scheduled 

Bishops  gather  in  Puerto  Rico 


BY  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico  (UMNS)  In 
their  first-ever  meeting  outside  the  con¬ 
tinental  United  States,  the  bishops  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  recommitted 
themselves  to  caring  for  the  world’s  chil¬ 
dren,  addressing  some  of  the  root  causes 
and  effects  of  poverty,  and  witnessing  for 
peace. 

During  their  Nov.  3-9  sessions,  the  95 
active  and  retired  United  Methodist 
bishops  met  with  their  counterparts 
from  autonomous  Methodist  churches 
in  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  to 
discuss  critical  needs  of  children  and  the 
poor  in  those  countries,  and  how 
Methodist  communions  might  work 
together  to  address  those  needs. 

The  United  Methodist  bishops  and 
leaders  of  CIEMAL  (Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America)  exchanged  stories  of  poverty, 
child  labor,  exploitation  by  U.S.  and 
European  corporations,  orphans  living 
on  the  streets  and  indigenous  families 


that  barely  eke  out  a  living  in  remote 
regions  of  Central  and  South  America. 

However,  they  also  told  stories  of 
courage,  resilience,  hope  and  successful 
church-based  assistance  programs  that 
are  changing  lives  from  Mexico  to 
Uruguay. 

“God  is  calling  us  to  be  transforming 
agencies  for  women,  men  and  children," 
said  Bishop  Pedro  Grandon  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Chile. 

The  United  Methodist  bishops  repre¬ 
senting  churches  in  Europe,  the 
Philippines  and  Africa  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  work  more  closely  with  col¬ 
leagues  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean  United  States,  including  the 
nearly  12,000-member  Methodist 
Church  of  Puerto  Rico.  After  almost  80 
years  as  a  United  Methodist  missionary 
conference,  the  Puerto  Rico  church 
became  an  affiliated  autonomous  com¬ 
munion  in  1992. 

During  their  semiannual  meeting,  the 
United  Methodist  bishops  also  visited, 


Students  shine  in  Star  Art  Program 


Napoleon  Avenue 
United  Methodist 
Church  is  currently 
providing  a  venue  for 
badly  needed  after¬ 
school  programs  for 
children  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhoods  surrounding 
the  church. 

Star  Art  Program, 
established  by 
Neighborhood  Housing 
Services  (a  community 
development  group),  is 
a  free,  drop-in  class 
which  provides  positive 
extracurricular  activi¬ 
ties,  after-school  tutor¬ 
ing  and  homework  help 
to  community  kids. 

Rev.  Billy  Turner, 
pastor  at  Napoleon 
Avenue  UMC,  and 
church  members  have 
provided  those  admin¬ 
istrating  the  program  with  encour¬ 
agement  and  some  supplies.  Rev. 
Woody  Hingle  and  the  members  of 
Lake  Vista  UMC  have  offered  assis¬ 
tance  as  tutors  and  helpers.  Students 
attending  Tulane’s  A.  B.  Freeman 
School  of  Business  have  also  volun¬ 
teered  to  serve  as  tutors. 

Additional  resources  are  needed  to 
help  the  Star  Art  Program  succeed. 


Wallpaper  and  fabric  samples,  dis¬ 
cards  of  arts,  crafts  and  hobby  sup¬ 
plies,  plus  books  appropriate  for 
school-age  children  are  gratefully 
received.  Gifts  of  cash  can  help  with 
the  purchase  of  supplies.  Items  may 
be  brought  to  Neighborhood  Housing 
Services,  4700  Freret  St.  at  the  comer 
of  Valence  St.,  or  call  (504)  899-5900. 
Also,  volunteers  are  always  needed  to 
serve  as  tutors  or  helpers. 


A  student  finds  creative  expression  in  the  Star  Art  Program  at  Napoleon  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 


prayed  and  met  with  church  and  civic 
leaders  at  Vieques,  a  Puerto  Rican  island 
largely  occupied  by  U.S.  military  and 
used  for  weapons  testing.  Many  locals 
say  the  testing  has  led  to  economic 
hardship  and  health  problems  for  the 
island’s  residents. 

The  bishops  subsequently  adopted  a 
resolution  in  which  they  commended 
U.S.  President  George  W.  Bush’s  plans  to 
cease  testing  on  the  island  next  summer. 
They  also  urged  Bush  to  facilitate 
cleanup  in  the  aftermath  of  weapons 
testing  and  to  help  create  a  new  eco¬ 
nomic  and  social  infrastructure  for  citi¬ 


zens  of  the  island. 

On  their  last  day  of  meetings,  the 
United  Methodist  leaders  voiced  support 
for  a  pastoral  letter  opposing  U.S.  war 
with  Iraq,  which  was  addressed  to  the 
entire  10  million-member  United 
Methodist  Church  Oct.  4  by  Council  of 
Bishops  President  Sharon  A.  Brown 
Christopher. 

The  leader  of  the  church’s  Illinois 
Area,  Christopher  declared  in  her  letter 
that  such  a  war  “goes  against  the  very 
grain  of  our  understanding  of  the 
Gospel,  our  church’s  teachings  and  our 
conscience." 
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New  mission  award  established  to  honor  Rev.  Augie  Aamodt 


An  award  for  mission  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  memory  of  August  “Augie” 
Aamodt.  The  award  was  announced  at 
the  La  VIM  Celebration  2002,  Friday, 
November  1  at  First  UMC  Alexandria. 

Rev.  Aamodt  was  remembered  for  his  40 
years  of  service  as  Methodist  minister. 

He  served  in  6  different  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  led  over  60  mission  work 
camps.  Aamodt  helped  small  congre¬ 
gations  improve  housing,  medical  and 
religious  services  in  remote  areas  of 
Honduras,  Guatemala,  Belize,  Panama, 
Costa  Rica,  Mexico  and  Alaska. 

When  asked  about  “Augie’s”  motiva¬ 
tion  for  mission  his  wife  talked  of  his 
sense  of  true  ministry  and  how  it  met 
the  basic  needs  of  people,  “but  when  it 
came  do  to  it,  it  was  the  adventure.” 
Though  Rev.  Aamodt  preceded  the 
organization  ofVolunteers  in  Mission  in 
Louisiana,  but  it  is  his  legacy  of  mission 
that  continues  to  propel  clergy  and  lay  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  into  the 
adventure  of  mission  at  home  and 
around  the  world. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Advisory  Council 
that  this  award  will  honor  individuals  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  who  demon¬ 
strate  longevity  and  diversity  in  mission 


and  whose  spirit  of  mission  empowers 
others  to  join  them  in  the  endeavor. 
Future  awards  will  be  presented  at  the 
VIM  Celebration  and  notated  on  a  per¬ 
manent  plaque  to  be  placed  in  the  con¬ 
ference  office.  A  financial  gift,  collected 
through  offerings  taken  during  the 
Celebrations,  will  be  given  to  a  mission 
project  designated  by  the  recipient. 

The  first  award  was  presented  to  Sam 
Burch  in  honor  of  his  mission  work  and 
in  memory  of  his  late  wife,  Janie.  Sam 
and  Janie  served  for  seven  years  as 
Conference  Secretary  of  Global 
Ministries.  Their  passion  for  mission 
service  took  them  to  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  in  Kentucky;  Mt 
Sequoyah,  Arkansas;  Dulac  Community 
Center;  Alaska,  Oklahoma,  and  Africa. 
Their  mission  was  not  only  to  go  but  to 
return  to  tell  the  story  which  would 
involve  others.  Sam  continues  to  volun¬ 
teer  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  Mount 
Sequoyah,  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference,  and  Heifer  Project 
International  Ranch  in  Arkansas.  Sam 
has  designated  Heifer  Project 
International  as  the  recipient  of  the 
financial  gift  of  $625  received  during  this 
year’s  Celebration. 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  is 


At  its  2002  Celebration,  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  established  the  Aamodt  Mission 
Award  in  honor  of  Rev.  August  "Augie"  Aamodt.  Sam  Burch  is  presented  this  year's 
award  by  LAVIM  Director  Larry  Norman  and  Ann  Sutton. 


proud  to  remember  August  “Augie”  Award  and  to  honor  and  remember  Sam 

Aamodt  through  the  Aamodt  Mission  and  Janie  Burch,  its  first  recipients. 


The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston  recently  conducted  a  special 
tour  of  the  facilities  for  pastors  whose  churches  contributed  $1,000  or  more  to  the 
home's  capital  campaign. 


Bishop  William  and  Kay  Hutchinson  attended  the  Celebration  with  Bishop 
Rudiger  Minor  of  Russia  and  his  wife. 


Ruston  Children's  Home  holds  donor  tour 


On  Oct.  15,  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  invited  local  church 
representatives  for  a  tour  of  the 
Ruston  campus  and  an  overview  of 
programs  which  they  could  promote 
in  their  churches.  Pastors  were  invited 
to  attend  this  church  event  at  the 
Children’s  Home  to  receive  special 
recognition  for  their  churches’  sup¬ 
port  of  $1,000  or  more  to  the  capital 
campaign. 

A  plaque  was  unveiled  commemo¬ 
rating  these  major  gifts  from  church¬ 
es,  as  well  as  from  church  groups  and 
individuals.  The  plaque,  engraved 


with  each  donor  name,  will  hang  in 
the  new  Scott  Building  at  the  Home. 
The  names  will  also  be  published  in 
Louisiana  Now! The  capital  cam¬ 
paign,  announced  in  Louisiana 
churches  in  January  2002,  is  a  three- 
year  campaign.  Of  the  $6  million  goal, 
$2,260,000  has  been  raised  in  cash 
and  pledges. 

Donations  are  still  needed  to  com¬ 
plete  additions  to  the  O.W.L  Center 
for  a  program  to  help  younger  chil¬ 
dren.  For  more  information  regarding 
the  campaign,  please  call  Diane 
Stewart  at  (866)  255-5830. 


Volunteers  gather  for  2002  Celebration 


United  Methodists  from  across  the 
Conference  came  together  in 
Alexandria  for  the  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Celebration 
2002,  held  Nov.  1-2  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Nearly  140  LAVIM  supporters 
heard  keynote  presentations  from 
Bishop  Rudiger  Minor,  bishop  of 
Russia,  and  our  own  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson.  Special  guests  includ¬ 
ed  Jeanie  Blankenbaker,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM) 
executive  secretary  of  mission  volun¬ 
teers  for  training  and  leadership 


development;  Bob  May,  GBGM  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Palestine;  Bishop  Minor, 
bishop  of  Russia;  Bishop  Hutchinson; 
Willie  Berman,  VIM  director  for 
Mexico;  Dr.  Saul  Sepulvoda,  director 
of  Clinica  Betania;  and  representatives 
from  The  Heifer  Project  International, 
UMCOR  Sager-Brown  Depot,  Mt. 
Sequoyah,  the  El  Salvador  initiative, 
the  Cuba  initiative,  and  the 
Reynosa/San  Pablo  district  of  Mexico. 

A  highlight  of  the  event  were  musi¬ 
cal  selections  offered  by  the  SLU 
Wesley  Foundation  and  the  First  UMC 
choir,  John  Hutchinson  director. 


Retired  pastor 
receives  honor 

Retired  United  Methodist  pastor 
Doug  McGuire  of  Ruston  was  recent¬ 
ly  recognized  as  Louisiana  Tech’s 
Alumnus  of  the  Year  for  2002. 

Tech  President  Dan  Reneau  made 
the  presentation  in  a  ceremony  that 
also  honored  alumni  of  the  year  for 
each  of  the  university’s  colleges. 

Rev.  McGuire  received  a  bachelor 
of  arts  degree  in  English  from  Tech  in 
1941.  He  continued  his  academic 
pursuits  with  three  additional 
degrees — bachelor  of  divinity  from 
Duke  Divinity  School,  master  of 
sacred  theology  from  Boston 
University  and  doctor  of  divinity 
from  Centenary  College. 

A  retired  district  superintendent  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church, 
McGuire  served  as  pastor  of  churches 
of  various  sizes  in  rural,  small-town 
and  metropolitan  areas  across 
Louisiana  during  his  years  as  a  pas¬ 
tor. 

He  also  served  in  denominational 
roles  at  the  state,  regional,  national 
and  international  levels.  Additionally, 
he  was  a  chaplain  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  II. 

Mama  Irby,  a  long-time  member 
of  Temple  Baptist  Church,  remem¬ 
bers  the  joy  and  enthusiasm  McGuire 
always  showed  those  he  spent  time 
with.  “He  has  a  heart  that’s  big 
enough  to  embrace  the  entire  human 
race,”  Irby  said.  “He  has  been  an 
inspiration  to  people  of  all  denomi¬ 
nations  in  this  town.  Doug  McGuire 
didn’t  just  minister  to  the  Methodist 
people,  he  ministered  to  all  people.” 
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Clergy  to  gather  in  February  for 'A  Time  to  ACT' 


All  clergy  under  appointment  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  “Tending  Our  Life  Together 
2003,”  a  retreat  hosted  by  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  from  Feb.  24-26  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  theme  for  the  retreat  is  “A  Time  to 
ACT,”  touching  on  adoration,  confession 
and  thanksgiving. 

Keynote  presenter  for  the  event  is  Dr. 
William  Lawrence,  the  new  dean  of 


Perkins  School  of  Theology.  Rev.  Jorge 
Lockward  with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  will  serve  as  music 
leader  for  the  retreat. 

Worship  services  are  scheduled  daily, 
and  will  be  planned  by  the  three  clergy 
divisions. 

The  retreat  begins  on  Monday  with 
registration  at  4  p.m,  followed  by  dinner. 
The  event  ends  after  closing  worship  on 
Wednesday  around  noon. 


Registration  fee  is  $25,  and  checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Room 
and  board  at  the  Conference  Center  is 
an  additional  and  separate  fee. 
Participants  should  send  in  the  form 
below  by  Feb.  1  to  meet  the  deadline. 
Your  registration  form  serves  as  a  reser¬ 
vation  for  room  and  board. 

A  registration  form  may  be  found  on 
page  2. 


Missionary  offers  window  on  Mideast  conflict 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Bob  May,  a  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  missionary  to 
Palestine,  made  a  recent  trip  to 
Baton  Rouge  after  speaking  at  a 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
event.  May  is  serving  in  the  West 
Bank  and  resides  in  the  city  of 
Bethlehem  close  to  the  Church  of  the 
Nativity,  which  is  built  over  the  site 
believed  to  be  Jesus’  birthplace. 

His  daily  life  places  him  in  the 
unique  position  of  witnessing  the 
Israeli -Palestinian  conflict  first  hand. 

Although  a  curfew  has  been  lifted 
for  Bethlehem,  May  has  experienced 
the  shelling  of  neighborhoods  and  F- 
16  fighter  planes  flying  over  the  city. 
“Earlier  in  the  summer,  the  people  in 
Bethlehem  lived  through  three  nights 
of  bombing.  I’m  not  often  worried, 
but  I  have  had  windows  in  my  apart¬ 
ment  blown  out,  and  I  have  retreated 
to  a  cave  behind  my  house  several 
times.  This  conflict  affects  everybody 
here — Christians,  as  well  as 
Palestinians  and  Israelis.” 

May  estimates  that  over  30,000 
Palestinian  Christians  still  live  in  the 
West  Bank.  “On  the  whole,  the 
Christians  have  a  little  more  money; 
they  are  not  generally  the  farmers, 
who  are  dependent  on  the  land.  My 
guess  is  that  eventually,  most  of 
them  will  leave  the  area.  Since  1967 
and  the  Israeli  occupation,  nearly 
half  the  Christians  have  left.” 

See  Missionary,  page  3 


Visitors  explore  the  Church  of  the  Nativity,  which  is  built  over  the  site  believed  to  be 
Jesus' birthplace.  AUMNSphoto. 


Web  ministry  takes  giant  leap  forward  in  the 'Big  Easy' 


The  concept  of  Web  as  ministry  took 
a  giant  leap  forward  on  Halloween  day, 
in  of  all  places  New  Orleans.  Amid  the 
ghouls  and  goblins  of  the  French 
Quarter,  United  Methodist  Web  develop¬ 
ers  traveled  as  far  as  four  hours  to  attend 
“We  Built  Our  Church  Web  Site:  Now 
What?”  More  than  80  local  church  and 


annual  conference  Web  developers  were 
in  attendance,  306  listened  to  the  audio 
webcast  live  on  the  Internet. 

The  symposium  was  hosted  by  the 
United  Methodist  Web  Ministry  Guild,  a 
network  of  Web  developers  offering 
technical  and  spiritual  support  to  those 
actively  involved  in  Internet  ministries, 


and  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators. 

According  to  Steve  Downey,  leader  of 
United  Methodist  Communications’ 
Internet  Integration  Team,  “Resourcing 
local  church  Web  developers  has 

See  Web  Ministry,  page  2 
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Web  Ministry,  from  page 1 


increasingly  become  a  necessity.  The 
success  of  today’s  event  is  a  clear  signal 
that  Web  developers  are  calling  out  for 
help." 

“For  Web  ministry  to  have  an  impact 
on  the  work  of  the  Church,  it  must  be 
approached  as  a  fundamental  part  of 
the  Church,”  explained  the  Rev.  David 
McKay,  communications  director  and 
chief  information  officer  of  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference.  In  his  opening 
address,  McKay  went  on  to  say  that 
“Web  ministry  must  be  understood  as 
directly  impacting  and  fulfilling  our  mis¬ 
sion,  or  it  will  ultimately  fail  or  have  little 
benefit." 

The  first  of  two  panel  discussions 
focused  on  ways  that  a  church  Web  site 
can  be  used  in  ministry.  Director  of 
cyberministry  at  Ginghamsburg 
UnitedMethodist  Church  in  Tipp  City, 
Ohio,  Mark  Stephenson,  shared  how  he 
built  one  of  the  denomination’s  most 
visited  local  church  Web  sites, 
www.ginghamsburg.org.  Maintained  by 
a  volunteer  team  of,  what  Mark  refers  to 
as  “cyberministers,”  the  Ginghamsburg 
Web  site  includes  more  than  2,500  pages 
and  hosts  over  50,000  visits  per  month. 

“We  are  finding  that  the  Web  site 
(www.cor.org)  is  an  open  door  to  our 
church,”  explained  Amy  Texley,  director 
of  information  for  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  in  Leawood, 
Kansas.  Offering  such  things  as  online 
study  resources,  streaming  video  ser¬ 
mons,  and  online  prayers  concerns, 
allows  seekers  and  members  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  connect  with  Church  of  the 


Resurrection  throughout  the  week. 

Seeing  herself  more  as  the  creative 
type,  than  technical,  the  Rev.  Faith 
Green,  most  recently  of  Detroit’s  Hope 
United  Methodist  Church,  shared  tips 
on  how  church  Web  developers  can 
make  their  site  more  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing,  informative,  inspirational  and  iden¬ 
tifiable. 

In  a  less  formal  discussion,  Chuck 
Russell,  United  Methodist 
Communications’  Internet  resource 
consultant,  opened  the  online  media 
streaming  panel  discussion.  Mark 
Stephenson  and  Chuck  Arlund,  also  of 
Church  of  the  Resurrection,  shared  ways 
that  they  stream  online  audio  and  video 
economically. 

Throughout  the  two-and-a-half-hour 
webcast,  those  listening  online  and  in 
the  audience  were  encouraged  to  ask 
questions.  Most  of  the  nearly  100  ques¬ 
tions  e-mailed  during  the  event  were 
answered. 

In  his  closing  remarks,  Chuck  Russell, 
expressed  a  desire  to  see  the  United 
Methodist  Web  Ministry  Guild  network 
in  such  a  way  that  there  be  growth  from 
the  “grass  roots.”  Local  church  Web 
developers  must  take  the  lead  in  this 
often  misunderstood  and  sometimes 
scary  technology,  and  create  ministry. 

An  archived  audio  stream  of  “We 
Built  Our  Church  Web  Site:  Now  What?” 
is  available  online  at  www.umc.org/web- 
ministry.  If  you  would  like  to  be 
informed  of  upcoming  Web  ministry 
events  and  resources,  please  send  an  e- 
mail  to  crussell@umcom.org. 


Close  to  400  youth  attended  two  junior  high  retreats  sponsored  by  the  CCYM  in 
late  October  and  early  November.  Centenary  students  from  the  Church  Careers 
Institute  and  from  a  youth  ministry  class  facilitated  the  events,  held  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Large  and  small  group  activities  centered  on  the  retreat  theme, "My  Friend, 
Jesus."  Music  was  provided  by  a  group  of  volunteers,  headed  by  Travis  and  Diane 
Howe,  during  the  October  retreat.  IMAGE,  a  band  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  performed  for  the  November  gathering. 

Youth  from  the  Acadiana  District  were  recognized  for  making  the  largest  collec¬ 
tive  donation  to  Youth  Service  Fund  at  the  November  retreat.  A  donation  of  over 
$900  from  First  UMC,  Houma  was  the  largest  individual  church  donation. 

Those  planning  to  attend  one  of  the  senior  high  retreats,  scheduled  Feb.  7-9  and 
14-16,  are  encouraged  to  register  early.  Registration  forms  can  be  downloaded 
from  the  Conference  website,  www.la-umc.org. 
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"A  Time  to  ACT" 

'  Tending  Our  Life  Together  i 

Feb.  24-26, 2003  I 

;  Louisiana  Conference  Center  | 

Registration:  Due  by  Feb.  1 , 2003 

!  Name: _  i 

Church: _  ! 

*  District: _  j 

|  Address: _  J 

Daytime  phone: _ 

Evening  phone: _  j 

;  Cellphone: _  j 

|  Fax  number: _  | 

Email: _  i 

Begins  Monday,  Feb.  24  at  4  p.m.  with  registration  and  dinner.  ! 

j  Ends  Wednesday  Feb.  26  around  noon  after  closing  worship.  J 

Enclose  check  for  $25  made  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  | 

Conference,  and  send  to:  | 

"Tending  Our  Life  Together"  Retreat  j 

2350  Methodist  Parkway  ! 

Woodworth,  LA  71485 
attn:  Kathy  Wimberly 

I _ I 


Administrative  Assistant 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  and  The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  announce  a  full-time  position  for  Administrative 
Assistant.  The  person  hired  will  work  in  the  Louisiana  Area 
Offices  in  Baton  Rouge,  beginning  in  Jan.  2003.  Requires  skills  in 
writing,  creating  brochures  and  publicity  pieces.  Previous  partici¬ 
pation  in  The  Academy  or  The  Center  an  asset.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn  or  Rev.  John  Winn,  (985) 
639-9531  or  ccottonwinn@msn.com. 
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The  Church  of  the  Nativity  glows  in  the  night,  a  umns  photo. 


Missionary,  from  page 1 


May’s  assignment  in  the  West 
Bank,  where  he  has  already  served  for 
one  year,  includes  working  with 
peace-seeking  and  humanitarian 
organizations  and  empowering  the 
local  community  to  work  for  an  end 
to  the  conflict.  “I  mainly  assist  by 
sharing  technology  skills,  developing 
websites,  teaching  classes  on  the 
Internet  and  documenting  life  here,” 
said  the  GBGM  missionary. 

When  asked  to  give  his  opinion 
about  what  it  will  take  to  end  the 
fighting,  May  candidly  answered, 
“Israeli  troops  need  to  withdraw  from 
Palestinian  land  in  order  for  progress 
to  be  made.” 

Palestinians  have  been  under  a 
curfew,  enforced  by  the  Israeli  army, 
that  has  been  in  effect  in  the  West 
Bank  for  at  least  six  months.  “Many 
Palestinians  are  restricted  from  going 
to  work  and  to  school.  People  lose 
hope  when  they  see  Israeli  tanks  in 
the  streets,”  said  May. 

Israeli  civilians  have  settled  inside 
Palestinian  territory,  setting  up  close 
to  200  communities.  “The  Geneva 
Convention  stipulates  that  civilians 
cannot  move  into  occupied  territory, 
so  these  settlements  are  really  there 
illegally.  The  communities  have  big 
walls  around  them  with  their  own 
special  roads.  The  Israeli  settlers  have 
confiscated  land  from  Palestinian 
farmers  and  have  bulldozed  over 


4,000  homes  in  the  process.  It  is 
understandable  that  Palestinians  are 
provoked  and  feeling  desperate,”  said 
May. 

The  Palestinian  suicide  bombings, 
widely  reported  in  the  American 
press,  are  viewed  as  terribly  wrong  by 
most  Palestinians.  “The  average 
Palestinian  is  not  in  support  of  these 
acts,  which  are  perpetrated  by  the 
more  radical  groups  in  the  Gaza  Strip. 

I  also  believe  that  many  citizens  of 
Israel  are  not  in  support  of  military 
occupation  of  lands  designated  for 
the  Palestinians.  Many  Israeli  soldiers 
have  refused  to  serve  in  the  West 
Bank.  But  with  the  militia  groups  on 
one  side,  and  armed  soldiers  on  the 
other  side,  conflict  is  inevitable,”  said 
May. 

The  people  are  concerned  that  a 
war  with  Iraq  will  mean  an  increase 
in  occupation  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  Israeli  army.  “When  the  United 
States  went  into  Afghanistan,  the  con¬ 
flict  escalated  because  the  eyes  of  the 
world  were  on  that  issue.  Palestinians 
are  worried  that  the  same  thing  will 
happen  again  if  America  goes  to  war 
with  Iraq,”  said  May. 

The  GBGM  missionary  is  now  back 
in  Palestine  with  plans  to  serve  for 
another  year  and  a  half.  May  can 
receive  mail  at  79  Nablus  Rd„  R  O. 

Box  19208,  Jerusalem,  via  Israel.  Visit 
his  website  at  www.bobmay.info. 


Pastor  recounts  ordeal  in  Israeli  jail 


(UMNS)  -  Despite  his  ordeal  in  an 
Israeli  prison,  the  Rev.  Gordon  “Gordy” 
Hutchins  said  he  is  not  as  concerned 
about  his  own  treatment  as  he  is  about 
the  continuing  plight  of  the  Palestinian 
people. 

That  concern  drew  the  46-year-old 
United  Methodist  pastor  from  Tieton, 
Wash.,  to  the  West  Bank,  where  he  was 
arrested  Nov.  15  with  other  international 
demonstrators.  “We  were  there  as  peace¬ 
keepers,  as  nonviolent  advocates  for  dis¬ 
cussion  and  trying  to  bridge  the  gap 
between  the  Israelis  and  the 
Palestinians,”  he  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  during  a  Nov.  20  telephone 
interview  from  his  hotel  in  Jerusalem. 

In  one  respect,  he  said,  the  demon¬ 
strators  succeeded.  He  explained  that  no 
one  was  badly  injured  when  a  group  of 
Palestinian  villagers  in  Jayyous  tried  to 
stop  Israeli  bulldozers  from  clearing 
land  for  a  “separation  wall”  that  the  vil¬ 
lagers  say  will  illegally  annex  much  of 
their  fertile  farmland  into  Israel.  But  the 
incident  also  led  to  a  prison  stay  for 
Hutchins  and  three  other  men. 

He  was  abrupdy  released  from 
Massyahu  Prison  in  Ramie  around  9  p.m. 
Nov.  19,  but  he  has  no  idea  what  his 
status  is  with  the  Israeli  government.  “I 
haven’t  seen  one  word  or  heard  one 
word  or  been  told  anything  officially,” 
he  said. 

Hutchins  was  in  a  front  row  of  seated 
demonstrators,  including  a  few 
Palestinian  women,  during  the  Nov.  15 
incident.  When  soldiers  fired  tear  gas  in 
the  direction  of  the  women,  the  pastor 
tried  to  help,  but  he  found  himself  tem¬ 
porarily  overcome  by  the  “excruciating 
pain”  caused  by  the  gas.  “The  three  min¬ 
utes  I  couldn’t  breathe  were  the  worst 
minutes  of  my  life,”  he  recalled. 

Once  he  recovered,  Hutchins  and 
other  demonstrators  tried  to  get 
between  the  Palestinians  and  Israeli  sol¬ 
diers.  One  demonstrator,  Thomas  Linner 
of  Canada,  had  been  hit  in  the  stomach 
with  the  butt  of  a  gun  and  was  being  fur¬ 
ther  abused  when  a  Palestinian  woman 
came  and  stood  between  him  and  the 
soldier.  “That  was  probably  the  most 
courageous  thing  I’ve  ever  seen,” 
Hutchins  said. 

He  noted  that  the  commander  of  the 
military  in  that  area,  who  was  present, 
seemed  particularly  sadistic  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  protestors. 

When  the  soldiers  tried  to  arrest  the 
lone  Israeli  demonstrator,  Hutchins 
grabbed  his  arm  and  would  not  let  go.  In 
the  end,  10  demonstrators  were  arrested. 


The  aftermath  was  a  lesson  in 
endurance  for  Hutchins.  After  a  couple 
of  hours  at  a  military  base,  the  demon¬ 
strators  were  taken  to  another  police 
station  and  then  to  the  police  station  at 
Ben  Gurion  airport.  By  then,  the  women 
had  been  released,  and  five  men,  includ¬ 
ing  an  Irish  citizen  who  was  soon 
deported,  were  left  in  shackles  there. 

At  about  4  a.m.  Nov.  16  -  after  little 
food  and  no  sleep  since  early  the  day 
before  -  the  remaining  four  men  were 
led  to  a  paddy  wagon  to  sleep.  But  in 
reality,  Hutchins  said,  they  were  regular¬ 
ly  disturbed  by  police  to  prevent  any 
sleep  and  finally  driven  to  the  Massyahu 
prison,  where  they  arrived  at  7:15  a.m. 
Two  hours  later,  they  were  strip- 
searched  and  interrogated  again. 

"What  they  were  trying  to  do,  I’m 
firmly  convinced,  was  to  make  one  of  us 
lose  our  cool  so  they  would  have  an 
excuse  to  punish  us  further,”  he 
declared. 

Pleas  to  call  an  attorney  or  the  U.S. 
consulate  were  ignored.  The  four  men 
were  separated  and  moved  to  different 
cellblocks.  For  a  day  and  a  half,  Hutchins 
sat  in  a  cell  with  seven  other  men,  none 
of  whom  spoke  English.  Finally,  on  the 
afternoon  of  Nov.  17,  he  was  able  to  buy 
a  black  market  phone  card  and  call  an 
attorney,  the  U.S.  state  department,  and 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Elias  Galvan  of 
Seattle. 

When  a  state  department  representa¬ 
tive  came  to  visit  the  next  afternoon, 
Hutchins  was  still  wearing  the  same 
clothes  from  three  days  earlier.  The  rep¬ 
resentative  was  able  to  get  him  a  towel, 
soap  and  water.  The  next  night,  the  pas¬ 
tor  was  called  to  the  gate  and  released 
without  explanation. 

Hutchins  has  since  rejoined  the 
Lutheran  group  that  he  had  traveled 
with  to  Israel  and  the  Palestinian  territo¬ 
ries.  He  said  he  had  been  to  the  area 
nine  times  before  as  a  tourist,  pilgrim 
and  group  leader,  but  this  time  he  want¬ 
ed  to  see  for  himself  “what  really  was 
happening  here.” 

The  pastor  is  totally  disheartened  by 
what  he  found.  “The  people  of  Palestine 
are  being  systematically  destroyed,”  he 
said.  “The  objective  of  Israel  is  ultimately 
to  be  the  only  people  in  this  country.” 

Hutchins  admitted  that  he  knows  his 
words  are  harsh,  but  added  that  he  has 
witnessed  the  encroachment  of  Israel 
upon  the  Palestinians  over  the  years. 

“I  love  Israel  and  me  people  of  Israel, 
but  something’s  gone  terribly,  terribly 
awry.” 


UM  churches  help  after  tornadoes 


CONVOY,  Ohio  (UMNS)  -  An  18-year- 
old  United  Methodist,  in  his  first  year  at 
me  University  of  Northwestern  Ohio  in 
Lima,  was  killed  Nov.  10  when  a  tornado 
slammed  into  me  car  he  was  driving. 

Nicholas  Mollenkopf,  a  member  of 
Convoy  United  Methodist  Church,  was 
on  Lincoln  Highway  in  Van  Wert,  Ohio, 
when  his  car  was  broadsided  by  me  F4 
tornado.  He  is  among  at  least  36  fatali¬ 
ties  reported  in  five  states  after  a  wave  of 
more  man  70  tornadoes  and  thunder¬ 
storms  blew  across  me  nation  Nov.  9-11. 

“It  is  just  heartbreaking,”  said  me  Rev. 


Gregory  A.  Leigh,  pastor  of  Convoy 
United  Methodist  Church.  “He  has  been 
in  my  home  many  times.  He  was  such  a 
dear  boy.” 

Convoy  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
designated  Red  Cross  center  in  me  small 
village  of  Convoy,  about  seven  miles 
northwest  ofVan  Wert.  “The  EMS  squad 
cars  were  going  through  me  street,  giv¬ 
ing  me  ominous  alert  mat  a  tornado  had 
touched  down,”  Leigh  said.  “When  my 
wife  and  I  reached  me  church,  it  was 
already  wall  to  wall  with  people.” 

See  Tornadoes,  page  7 
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Bible  study 


On  September  3, 2002,  Disciple  Bible  Study  was  begun  at  Avoyelles  Correctional 
Center.  Reverends  Bill  Youngblood,  Roy  James,  James  Ray  and  Dick  Hooton  are 
leading  the  study  with  help  and  cooperation  of  Chaplain  Robbie  Strong  and 
Warden  Baron  Kaylo  (also  a  United  Methodist).  About  1 5  residents  meet  each 
Tuesday  from  5:30  -  8:00.  The  meeting  is  held  in  the  Grace  Chapel  —  one  of  the 
new  prison  chapels  being  underwritten  by  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  other 
denominations.  The  cost  of  Disciple  manuals  is  being  underwritten  by  many  of 
the  churches  in  the  Alexandria  District.  This  is  the  first  Disciple  study  to  be  done 
at  a  prison  in  Louisiana  —  following  the  example  of  North  Carolina.  From  the 
beginning  of  his  ministry,  John  Wesley  reached  out  to  those  in  prison.  See 
Matthew  25: 35-36  —  "For  I  was  hungry  and  you  gave  me  something  to  eat,  I  was 
thirsty  and  you  gave  me  something  to  drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and  you  invited  me 
in,  I  needed  clothes  and  you  clothed  me,  I  was  sick  and  you  looked  after  me,  I  was 
in  prison  and  you  came  to  visit  me." 


Ball  and  Palestine  UMCs  share  revival 


Every  fall  the  two  churches  -  Ball 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Palestine 
UMC  -  have  a  joint  revival  with  the 
churches  taking  turns  hosting  the  big 
event. 

This  year  Ball  UMC  hosted  the  revival 
which  was  held  September  29,  30  and 
October  1.  Carol  Marsh  and  the 


Palestine  UMC  choir  provided  music 
along  with  a  very  special  guest  singer, 
Renee  McCrary  of  Baton  Rouge. 
Evangelist  for  the  services  was  Rev.  Billy 
Minyard,  pastor  of  Carpenter’s  Chapel 
UMC,  Prairieville.  Billy  was  raised  in 
Rapides  Parish  and  attended  area 
schools  and  Louisiana  College. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Alexandria  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Miriam  Brown 
3200  Messina  Rd. 

Boyce,  LA  70748 
(318)  619-9102 
mjbrown9035@yahoo.com 


"Trunk  or  Treat" 


One  of  the  traditions  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria  is  the  "Trunk  or 
Treat"  which  is  held  every  year  on  the  Wednesday  night  closest  to  Halloween.  Parents 
decorate  their  vehicles  and  pass  out  treats  to  costumed  children  as  they  go  from  car  to 
car.  This  is  a  great  and  safe  alternative  to  the  traditional  door-to-door  trick  or  treating. 
The  church  also  sponsored  an  annual  event, "The  Pumpkin  Patch"  where  pumpkins  were 
sold  for  a  two  week  period  in  October.  Many  church  activities  were  held  in  conjunction 
with  this  event.  All  proceeds  from  pumpkin  sales  are  set  aside  for  various  mission  proj¬ 
ects.  Deborah  Tillman  and  Melinda  J.  Fairbanks  were  co-chairs. 


Under  the  leadership  of  Jennifer  Loe  and  pastor  Mark  Benge,  above,  and  many 
members,  Nolley  United  Methodist  Church  sold  barbecue  chicken  plates  to  raise 
money  for  a  new  church  sign.  The  sign  is  seen  as  an  important  part  of  the  church's 
plans  to  grow  and  an  important  tool  in  the  Igniting  Ministry  campaign. 
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Pastor  experiences  powerful  fellowship  with  Estonia  church 


What  do  a  gypsy  house,  a  room  in  an 
old  office  building,  and  a  farmhouse 
have  in  common?  They  are  all  worship 
centers  for  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  rural  area  of  southern 
Estonia.  The  churches  in  Voru, 
Ruusmae,  and  Viitka  face  many  chal¬ 
lenges  and  opportunities.  This  past 
August  I  had  the  privilege  to  be  in  mis¬ 
sion  with  all  three  churches. 

Previous  trips  had  focused  primarily 
on  the  physical  needs  of  the  churches 
such  as  building,  repairing,  and  remod¬ 
eling.  This  time  I  helped  secure  a  new 
wood  stove  for  heating  the  Voru  church 
and  built  a  “makeshift”  set  of  stairs  for 
their  woodshed.  I  also  painted  the  floor 
and  helped  convert  a  brick  cook  stove  to 
a  heat  stove  in  the  Ruusmae /Viitka  par¬ 
sonage. 

However,  the  main  ministry  this  trip 
focused  on  leadership  development, 
youth  outreach,  and  preaching.  Three 
events  held  a  special  blessing  for  me. 

We  conducted  a  special  event  for  the 
teenage  boys  in  the  three  churches.  We 
took  seven  young  men  on  a  one  day 
retreat  that  included  a  five  mile  hike, 
swimming,  games,  Bible  study,  and 
devotional  times. 

The  theme  dealt  with  the  topic  of  the 
strength  demonstrated  in  living  the 
Christian  life.  The  day  concluded  with  a 
devotional  that  asked  everyone  to  write 
on  a  slip  of  paper  what  was  keeping 
them  from  Christ  and  then  burn  it  as  an 
offering  to  God.  Not  only  did  the  boys 
respond  but  one  father,  who  had  been 


very  negative  toward  the  church,  also 
offered  up  barrier.  The  second  was  the 
opportunity  to  join  members  of  the 
Estonian  Walk  to  Emmaus  Community 
as  they  serenaded  folks  at  the  Latvian 
“Via  de  Cristo.”  This  “Via  de  Cristo” 
marked  the  first  three-day  weekend 
event  of  any  kind  for  the  entire  Republic 
of  Latvia.  What  a  wonderful  opportunity 
to  serve.  Finally,  I  was  privileged  to  take 
part  in  the  installation  of  Ele  Palo  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Voru  church.  Ele  has  become 
the  first  female  pastor  of  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  Estonia. 

As  usual,  I  came  away  feeling  more 
blessed  than  a  source  of  blessing.  The 
faith  of  these  people  moves  them  to  do 
so  much  with  so  little.  With  essentially 
no  resources  other  than  their  faith  in 
God  and  their  willingness  to  serve,  the 
provide  clothing,  food,  dental  care,  and 
art  training  for  some  of  the  poorest  of 
the  poor.  They  boldly  proclaim  the  good 
news  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  they  strive  to 
heal  a  broken  and  wounded  people.  As  I 
reflect  on  my  experience,  I  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  say  who  served  in  mission  to 
whom. 

I  am  currently  putting  together  a  mis¬ 
sion  tern  to  Estonia  slated  for  early 
October  2003.  If  you  are  interested  in 
this  mission  opportunity,  please  phone 
me  at:  (337)  625-5246  or  e-mail  me  at: 
revhigg@hotmail.com. 

Grace  and  peace, 

John  Higginbotham, 

Maplewood  UMC 


Members  of  the  Lake  Charles  District  recently  attended  a  singles  conference  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  Oct.  1 1-1 3.  Pictured  above  are:  Becky  Hymes,  Faye  Gatte  and 
Theresa  Powell.  Plans  are  underway  to  initiate  a  Lake  Charles  area  singles  min¬ 
istry,  said  Rev.  Roger  Templeton,  who  also  attended  the  conference. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Lake  Charles  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine 
507  Main  St. 

Gueydan,  LA  70542 
(337)  536-6732 
cvolentine@aol.com 


Rev.  John  Higginbotham  works  with  Rev.Vladek  Manninen,  pastor  of  Ruusmae  and 
Viitka  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Estonia,  to  convert  a  cook  stove  into  a  heat  stove, 
above  left.  Area  children  came  to  see  "the  stranger  in  their  town,"  Higginbotham  said. 
Below,  two  women,  both  in  their  80s,  watched  as  Communists  in  the  1 940s  bulldozed 
the  church  that  their  families  had  helped  build.  In  later  years,  they  held  underground 
services  in  their  homes  with  the  ever-present  threat  of  internal  exile  or  execution  until 
the  congregation  gained  legal  status. 


Rev.  Woody  Hingle,  left,  recently  joined  Cheryl  Strauss  and  Betty  Tipton  from  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  Donald  McCune  to  help  provide  meals  in  the  wake  of 
Tropical  Storm  Isidore  and  Hurricane  Lily. 
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Clown  Charles  Lanoue  and  Vivian  Anderson  compare  two  sets  of  clown  shoes.  One  set 
cost  less  than  $20  and  the  other  cost  $250. 


Church  member  a  serious  clown 


“The  first  things  kids  want  to  do  is 
step  on  your  feet  and  squeak  your  nose!” 
said  The  Whisder,  the  white  face  clown. 

Ethel  resident,  Charles  Lanoue  is  The 
Whistler.  He  shared  his  interest  in 
clowning  with  his  church  family  after  a 
fellowship  meal  at  Ethel  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Battling  to  control  his  emotions, 
Lanoue  told  the  group  about  the 
Shriners  Hospitals  that  work  with 
burned  and  crippled  children  from  birth 
to  18  years  of  age.  Lanoue  said  the  near¬ 
est  bum  hospital  is  in  Galveston,  Texas. 
According  to  Lanoue,  the  first  Shriners 
Hospital  for  Crippled  Children  was  built 
in  Shreveport  in  1922  and  will  celebrate 
80  years  of  ministry.  He  added  there  are 
22  Shriners  Hospitals. 

“These  bum  children  do  not  com¬ 
plain.  They  are  happy  children,”  he  said. 
“We  have  parties  for  the  children  from 
our  area  and  make  the  kids  honorary 
clowns.” 

Shriners  are  members  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  who  have  completed  a  special 
course  of  study.  The  funds  raised  by 
Baton  Rouge  Shriners  go  toward  trans¬ 
porting  children  and  their  parents  to  the 
hospital.  Lanoue  said  no  fees  are 
charged  to  the  children  or  their  families. 
The  Shriners  do  very  litde  advertising. 

Lanoue  did  not  become  involved  in 
clowning  until  after  he  asked  to  become 
a  Mason.  He  said,  “The  Shrine  has  differ¬ 
ent  clubs...  for  cooks,  motorcycles, 
police,  hillbillies,  dune  buggies  and 
clowns.” 

“Red  Skelton  was  the  most  famous 
Shriner  clown.  He  was  a  happy  hobo,” 
said  Lanoue. 

According  to  Lanoue,  there  are  many 
different  types  of  clowns  including  char¬ 
acter  clowns  like  the  Keystone  Cops,  golf 
players,  cowboys,  tramps,  pirates  and 
hobos. 

Explaining  that  white  face  clowns  are 


the  “boss”  clowns,  Lanoue  said,  “They 
never  get  a  pie  in  the  face  or  water 
thrown  on  them.  He  is  a  straight  man 
with  clean  pressed  clothes.” 

The  clowns  go  where  they  are  invited. 
Lanoue  said  they  regularly  attend  the 
State  Lair  and  St.  Francisville’s  June 
parade  touted  as  “The  Day  The  War 
Stopped”.  Clowning  is  serious  business 
since  most  of  the  money  raised  by  the 
clowns  goes  to  the  bum  units  for 
research. 

Lanoue  said  it  takes  about  two  hours 
to  put  on  all  the  grease  makeup  for  the 
white  face  clown.  He  has  a  tiered  box 
similar  to  a  tackle  box  that  holds  all  of 
his  makeup.  Clean  up  time  averages  20 
minutes. 

A  display  table  set  up  in  the  social 
hall  exhibited  Masonic  aprons,  Lanoue’s 
Shriners  fez  and  some  of  his  clowning 
costume. 

"I  bought  my  first  pair  of  clown  shoes 
for  $19  at  F.  S.  Williams  General  Store  in 
Ethel,”  laughed  Lanoue.  “I  asked  for  the 
largest  pair  of  high  top  sneakers  they 
had  and  then  I  added  about  three  gal¬ 
lons  of  yellow  paint  to  them.  I  wasn’t  fin¬ 
ished.  I  had  to  get  some  glitter  paint  to 
add  to  it.” 

“The  second  pair  of  clown  shoes  was 
made  by  Billy  Prince,  a  clown  who  goes 
by  the  name  ‘Doughboy’,  and  they  cost 
me  $250,”  said  Lanoue.  "They  are  the 
most  comfortable  shoes  I  own.” 

An  award  winning  clown,  last  year 
Lanoue  won  first  place  at  the  South 
Central  Shriners’  Clown  Association  in 
New  Orleans  and  this  year  first  place 
again  in  competition  at  Lake  Charles. 

The  other  clowns  in  the  competition 
came  from  Texas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma, 
Arkansas  and  Mississippi. 

One  more  question  was  asked  of 
Lanoue:  “How  does  the  nose  stay  on?” 

“Surgical  glue!”  said  Lanoue. 


Churches  hold  congregational  worship 


Lutcher  Chapel  and  St.  Landry  United 
Methodist  Churches  recently  came 
together  to  plan  combined  special  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Members  of  each  Charge 
met  with  the  leadership  of  Reverend 
Gregory  McClay,  Pastor  and  Mrs.  Joyce 
Williams  Robinson,  Chairperson  of  the 
District  Ministry  Team  to  worshipfully 
plan  for  the  upcoming  worship  services. 
A  task  force  was  created  with  members 
from  each  church.  The  Task  Force  con¬ 
sisted  of  Mrs.  Elexia  O.  Henderson  and 
Mr.  Gregory  Horn  of  Lutcher  Chapel  and 
Mrs.  Stella  L.  Lewis  and  Mrs.  Irma  Rixner 
of  St.  Landry.  Additional  meetings  were 
held  before  each  Worship  Service. 

In  the  initial  meeting,  with  all  persons 
present,  it  was  agreed  to  have  the  pastor 
do  two  of  the  services  and  guest  clergy 
would  lead  the  other  two  services.  The 
Congregation  was  blessed  with  die  pres¬ 
ence  of  Rev.  Bernadine  Johnson  and  Dr. 
Rena  M.  Yocom.  Reverend  Johnson  is 
the  Director,  Leader  and  Resource 
Development  of  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Yocom  is  the  Executive  Director, 


Conference  Mission  and  Ministries  of 
the  Conference. 

These  two  Congregations  were  truly 
blessed  and  strengthened  by  the  mes¬ 
sages  brought  by  the  Clergy  of  this 
District.  As  a  result  many  parishioners 
felt  renewed  in  their  spiritual  journey 
and  gained  increased  insight  of  the  Holy 
Word. 

Rev.  McClay’s  vision  for  the  future  is 
to  continue  this  combined  effort  and  to 
further  build  on  this  concept.  He  and 
members  of  both  congregations  realize 
much  was  learned  and  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
their  spiritual  journey  enhanced  the  fel¬ 
lowship  for  both  congregations. 

Both  congregations  are  anticipating 
future  services  and  will  be  communicat¬ 
ing  with  each  other  to  make  future  plans 
for  the  continuance  of  such  worship. 

The  District  Ministry  Team  will  be  lend¬ 
ing  any  support  to  help  the  congrega¬ 
tions  to  keep  this  focus  and  help  with 
any  other  areas  of  ministry  that  needs 
strengthening  and  reaching  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  sanctuary. 


Forty  volunteers  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  participated 
in  the  Summer  Youth  Mission  Trip  to  Tennessee.  The  group  performed  many  need¬ 
ed  home  repairs,  continuing  the  church's  two  decade-long  tradition  of  working 
through  the  Appalachian  Service  Project. 


Works  of  Love!  These  Baker  ladies  gave  48  home-sewn  pieces  of  clothing  to  the 
United  Methodist  Mission  Center  in  Baton  Rouge.  Some  of  the  children's  dresses 
are  displayed  by  Marjorie  Milton,  Louise  Stafford  and  Marie  Toler. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  Baton  Rouge  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Lynn  Sheehan 
RO.  Box  250 
Jackson,  LA  70748 
(225) 634-7810 
lyn_sheehan@hotmail.com 
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Tornadoes,  from  page  3 


He  heard  about  the  fatality  on  a 
hand-cranked  radio  at  the  church. 
"The  chaplain  from  Van  Wert  County 
Hospital  called  two  minutes  later  and 
told  me  it  was  one  of  my  church 
members.” 

Leigh  said  he  has  been  impressed 
with  the  faith  of  the  young  man’s  fam¬ 
ily.  “I  am  so  impressed  with  the  power 
of  resurrection  I  feel  with  this  family.” 
Nicholas  is  survived  by  his  parents, 
Richard  and  Cynthia,  an  older  broth¬ 
er,  J.R.,  and  a  younger  sister,  Michele. 
The  funeral  will  be  Nov.  16  at  the 
Convoy  church. 

Seventeen  deaths  have  been 
reported  in  Tennessee,  12  in  Alabama, 
five  in  Ohio  and  one  each  in 
Mississippi  and  Pennsylvania. 

More  than  200  people  were 
injured,  and  at  least  13  states  were 
affected. 

The  Rev.  James  D.  Howell,  pastor  of 
Bethel  Van  Wert  United  Methodist 


Church,  said  two  families  in  his  con¬ 
gregation  have  lost  their  homes. 
Elsewhere  in  the  community,  a  movie 
theater  manager  saved  dozens  of  peo¬ 
ple  by  herding  them  into  hallways 
and  restrooms  minutes  before  three 
cars  blew  into  the  theater  and  the 
roof  collapsed. 

In  West  Ohio,  Bishop  Bruce  Ough 
said  conference  disaster  personnel 
are  assessing  the  damage  in  Van  Wert 
County  and  are  asking  for  volunteers 
to  help  with  cleanup  in  the  Van  Wert 
and  Continental  areas. 

In  Louisiana,  where  at  least  part  of 
the  storm  system  is  thought  to  have 
originated,  heavy  rain  Nov.  10  caused 
new  flooding. 

The  state  is  still  recovering  from 
Hurricanes  Isidore  and  Lili.  UMCOR 
provided  flood  buckets  filled  with 
cleaning  and  other  supplies  in 
response  to  a  request  from  the  area 
bishop. 


Ending  the  year  with  Joy 


BY  MICHAEL  REEVES 

Every  year  as  the  holiday  season 
approaches  our  conversation  and 
thought  turn  to  familiar  themes.  "I 
can’t  believe  that  Christmas  decora¬ 
tions  and  trees  are  already  being  dis¬ 
played.”  "The  stores  sure  started  sell¬ 
ing  Christmas  early  this  year.”  And 
then  in  late  November,  we  gather  with 
friends  and  family  and  begin  to  reflect 
on  the  ways  in  which  we  are  blessed 
and  thankful.  In  the  midst  of  the  holi¬ 
day  spirit  we  also  reflect  on  how  we 
might  share  with  others. 

One  consideration  that  many  fami¬ 
lies  make  is  not  just  Christmas  shop¬ 
ping  but  also  end  of  year  giving.  One 
question  is  whether  we  have  met  our 
commitments  to  our  church  and 
other  charitable  pledges  we  might 
have  made.  However,  the  end  of  the 
year  also  should  be  a  time  that  we 
make  special  considerations  about 
giving.  For  instance,  there  is  a  greater 


benefit  to  making  gifts  in  2002  than 
2003  due  to  a  change  in  the  state 
income  tax  laws  concerning  itemizing 
deductions.  The  rate  for  charitable 
gift  annuities  also  changes  in  2003. 
You  can  get  a  better  return  if  you  fund 
a  charitable  gift  annuity  in  2002  than 
in  2003.  While  you  might  want  to  dis¬ 
cuss  these  issues  with  your  tax  coun¬ 
sel,  if  you  wait  until  tax  time  you  will 
miss  the  benefit. 

Please  see  the  advertisement  below 
promoting  the  benefits  and  returns  of 
a  charitable  gift  annuity.  Your  United 
Methodist  Foundation  is  ready  to  pro¬ 
vide  you  the  information  and  enable 
you  to  remember  others  at  this  spe¬ 
cial  time  of  the  year. 

If  you  really  want  to  end  the  year 
with  joy,  consider  making  end  of  year 
gifts  that  can  make  a  difference  in 
your  church  and  other  ministries 
around  our  annual  conference. 


Africa  University 
celebrates  10  years 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe  (UMNS)  - 
People  from  around  the  world  gathered 
at  United  Methodist-related  Africa 
University  Nov.  15-17  to  celebrate  the 
school’s  10th  anniversary,  with  events 
that  included  the  dedication  of  two  new 
dormitories  and  a  theology  building. 

Ten  years  is  a  short  time  in  the  life  of 
a  university,  but  Africa  University  has 
become  one  of  the  most  active  in  Africa 
in  that  time,  noted  Vice  Chancellor 
Rukudzo  Murapa,  after  a  processional 
opening  the  formal  celebration  event 
Nov.  16.  Africa  University’s  curriculum 
and  programs  will  play  a  role  in  the 
rebirth  and  reunification  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  he  said. 

The  school  was  born  in  a  scrub  field 
in  1992,  with  40  students  meeting  in 
renovated  farmhouses  for  classes  in  the¬ 
ology  and  agriculture  and  natural 
resources.  The  university  today  has  been 
described  as  "cosmopolitan  endeavor” 
with  a  world-class  campus  and  a  diverse 
community  of  1,500  people.  It  is  also  the 
first  United  Methodist-related,  degree¬ 
granting  institution  in  Zimbabwe. 

More  than  1 ,000  students  from 
around  Africa  are  enrolled  there,  and 
899  graduates  are  working  and  provid¬ 
ing  leadership  around  the  continent  and 
the  world.  They  are  agriculturalists, 
teachers,  researchers,  entrepreneurs  and 
pastors  “who  are  responding  to  the  criti¬ 
cal  needs  with  ideas  that  work  and  an 
attitude  of  service,”  Murapa  wrote  in  an 
anniversary  message. 

Africa  University  has  not  only  diversi¬ 
fied  and  expanded  its  programs  since  its 
beginning,  but  it  has  become  a  "conti¬ 
nental  university,”  according  to  Swithun 
Mombeshora,  Zimbabwe’s  minister  of 
higher  and  tertiary  education.  He  gave 
the  institution  high  marks  for  its  contri¬ 
butions  to  Zimbabwe’s  national  devel¬ 
opment,  noting  that  it  has  widened 
access  to  education  and  introduced  rel¬ 
evant  disciplines  and  programs. 


"My  charitable 
gift  annuity  helps 
my  church... 

and  me!" 


With  your  charitable  gift  annuity, 
you  receive: 

-  Satisfaction  of  helping  your  church 
financially 

-  Fixed  income  for  the  rest  of  your  life 

-  Income  tax  benefits 

Gift  annuity  rates  are  scheduled  to  drop  on  January  1,2003.  To  lock  in  the  current  attractive  rates 
before  they  fall  or  to  receive  your  free  brochure  on  charitable  gift  annuities  and/or  other  creative 
giving  methods,  call  your  United  Methodist  Foundation  creative  giving  office  at  1  -800-256-9317. 


Single-life  Gift  Annuity  Rates* 


Age 

Rate 

60 

6.4% 

65 

6.7 

70 

7.2 

75 

7.9 

80 

8.9 

85 

10.4 

90+ 

12.0 

’Recommend  by  the  American  Council  on  Gift 
Annuities  as  of  7-1  -01 .  Two-life  rates  are  slightly  less. 


8 


Louisiana  Conference NtJIft! 


December  6, 2002 


Russian  church  overcomes  hard  times,  sees  work  bear  fruit 


Galena  Dracheva  and  Olga  Katsuba  from  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia  paid  a  visit  to  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  after  attending 
the  1 0th  Russia  Initiative  Consultation,  held  Nov.  7-9  in  Dallas.  Other  Louisiana 
churches  visited  by  the  group  on  a  sweep  through  the  annual  conference  included 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie,  First  UMC  in 
Nachitoches,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  in  Alexandria,  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette,  and  St. 
Luke-Simpson  UMC  in  Lake  Charles. 


BY  PAUL  MCKAY 

DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  For  10  years, 
United  Methodists  committed  to  the 
church’s  Russia  Initiative  have  endured 
the  infamous  Russian  bureaucracy. 
They’ve  struggled  with  language  barri¬ 
ers,  traveled  long  and  hard  in  territory 
that  covers  1 1  time  zones  and  weathered 
stinging  blizzards. 

But  almost  300  United  Methodists 
who  gathered  Nov.  7-9  in  Dallas  for  the 
10th  Russia  Initiative  Consultation 
affirmed  that  the  struggle  of  making  dis¬ 
ciples,  in  a  bastion  of  atheism,  has  been 
worth  the  financial  and  spiritual  costs. 

“It’s  been  a  rough  journey,”  the  Rev. 
Bruce  Weaver,  executive  director  of  the 
Russia  Initiative,  told  the  gathering  in 
Dallas.  Weaver  recalled  that  one  of  the 
first  things  America’s  United  Methodists 
did  after  the  fall  of  communism  was 
connect  with  the  humanitarian-oriented 
Soviet  Peace  Foundation  -  now  the  non¬ 
profit  Russia  Peace  Foundation,  which 
still  works  faithfully  with  United 
Methodists  -  to  send  food  and  medicine 
into  Russia  during  a  food  crisis. 

Since  then,  the  mission  work  in 
Russia  has  only  become  more  difficult, 
Weaver  said,  noting  that  “there  are  more 
(Russian)  bureaucratic  hoops  to  jump 
through,  more  fees  to  pay.” 

The  upside  of  the  story  is  that  the 
Russia  Initiative  -  whose  goal  from  the 
start  has  been  to  support  the  Russia 
United  Methodist  Church  until  it  can 
become  self-sufficient  -  “is  moving 
beyond  conflicts  and  problems,”  Weaver 
said. 

“Thank  God  so  many  of  you  have 
stayed  the  course  and  worked  through 
the  struggles,”  he  added. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  who  will 
become  top  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
January,  noted  that  the  Russia  Initiative 
became  the  model  for  initiatives  created 
in  three  other  nations. 

“It  is  from  the  Russia  Initiative  that  we 
have  learned  how  to  organize  other  ini¬ 
tiatives,”  Day  said.  “The  Russia  Initiative 
has  done  pioneering  work.” 
Restructuring  for  growth  Speakers 
emphasized  that  the  Russia  Initiative’s 
goal  has  been  to  make  the  Russia  United 
Methodist  Church  indigenous,  able  to 
carry  on  without  support  from  the 


American  church  if  need  be.  Just  as 
Methodists  who  ventured  into  Russia  in 
the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries 
were  forced  out  after  the  Bolshevik 
Revolution,  those  involved  in  the  Russia 
Initiative  today  say  Russia  remains  just 
volatile  enough  that  American 
Methodists  could  some  day  be  shut  out. 

For  now,  however,  the  Russian  church 
is  progressing.  Bishop  Ruediger  R. 

Minor,  who  has  overseen  Methodism’s 
re-emergence  in  Russia  and  surrounding 
territories  since  1992,  recalled  a  time 
when  the  seed  of  the  Russia  United 
Methodist  Church  contained  “one 
Russian  ordained  deacon  and  a  lot  of 
enthusiastic  volunteers.” 

“We  had  no  building,  no  churches,  no 
members,”  he  said.  Minor  noted  that 
today  the  Russian  church  has  about 
5,000  members  and  preparatory  mem¬ 
bers,  almost  2,000  Sunday  school  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  ages  and  a  presence  in  five 
countries:  Russia,  Kazakhstan,  Ukraine, 
Moldova  and  Belarus. 

At  the  Russia  Annual  Conference 
gathering  in  September,  the  bishop 
made  127  ministry  appointments  to  1 10 
congregations.  Conference  delegates 
also  approved  a  decentralization  plan 
that  created  four  new  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  with  1 1  districts,  replacing  the 
one  conference  that  was  always  centered 
in  Moscow. 

Minor  said  the  new  structure  will 
enable  the  people  of  the  Russia  United 
Methodist  Church  to  “take  ownership  of 
decision  making,”  and  will  make  it 
“multinational”  with  the  development  of 
congregations  in  other  countries  such  as 
Ukraine. 

“To  use  an  American  expression, 
decisions  will  be  made  where  the  rubber 
meets  the  road  -  in  the  local  churches,” 
the  bishop  said.  “Conferences  will  not 
just  be  for  pastors  anymore  but  for  con¬ 
gregations.  People  in  the  churches  and 
districts  will  look  to  themselves,  not  to 
Moscow.” 

The  decentralization  will  concentrate 
local  mission  work  in  neighborhoods 
and  will  come  with  a  new  emphasis  on 
stewardship,  he  said.  “The  goal  is  not  a 
new  layer  of  administration,  but  a  new 
opening  of  our  hearts  and  minds  to  be  in 
mission,  to  strengthen  and  connect  the 
ligaments,  to  grow  up  in  every  way  in 


Christ.” 

Still,  participants  noted  that  the 
Russian  church  will  rely  for  an  undeter¬ 
mined  amount  of  time  on  support  from 
American  churches  and  conferences 
through  three  means:  the  supporting 
congregations  that  provide  financial  aid; 


the  “partner”  churches  that  make  a  min¬ 
imal  two-year  commitment  to  send  two 
mission  teams  into  the  Russia  territory 
and  develop  solid  relationships;  and 
through  Volunteers  in  Mission,  the  pro¬ 
gram  that  dispatches  teams  for  labor  or 
humanitarian  projects. 


Close  to  200  clergy  and  laity  attended  the  2002  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  held  on  the  campus  of  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  Nov.  15-16.  Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough  served  as 
keynote  speaker,  above  left  at  right.  He  is  pictured  with  Rev.  Joseph  Awotwi  and  Bishop  William  Hutchinson.  Presenters  included  Ruth  Handy,  Marjorie  Kimbrough,  Kay 
Hutchinson,  Dr.  Craig  Gilliam,  Cynthia  August,  David  West,  Rev.  Willie  Jackson,  Marva  Kerr,  Ken  Fealing,  Dr.  Eva  Baham,  and  Betty  Backstrom. 


Special  offering  slated 
for  N.O.  Children's  home 

Please  give  generously  on 
December  22  when  a  special  offering 
will  be  taken  for  The  Methodist 
Home  for  Children  in  New  Orleans. 
Help  to  bring  a  brighter  future  to  the 
lives  of  some  very  deserving  children. 


La.  Now!  Special  Insert: 
VIM  Update 


IM  resource  offered 


Through  Dec.  31,  church  mem¬ 
bers  can  get  ten  dollars  off  of 
"Beyond  30  Seconds:  Building  a 
Welcoming  Congregation.” 

This  new  resource  takes  you  and 
your  congregation  to  the  next  level 
with  Igniting  Ministry.  The  7-session 
video  curriculum  for  small  or  large 
groups  invites  us  to  look  beyond  the 
television  commercials  to  truly 
become  people  who  understand  and 
welcome  newcomers. 

To  order  the  kit  for  $39.95  (before 
Dec.  31),  visit  the  website  at 
www.ignitingministry.org. 
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Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year! 


...from  the  staffs  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Annual  Conference  and  Foundation. 


Research  indicates 'Igniting  Ministry' has  succeeded 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  2-year-old 
national  advertising  campaign  has  sig¬ 
nificantly  increased  the  public’s  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  denomination,  according  to 
Barna  Research  Group  Inc. 

The  Rev.  Steve  Horswill-Johnston, 
head  of  the  Igniting  Ministry  campaign 
at  United  Methodist  Communications, 
said  new  Barna  research  conducted  for 
the  church  shows  awareness  of  the 
denomination  has  increased  15  percent 
among  adults  25  to  54  years  old  in  the 
two  years  since  the  campaign  began. 

Research  by  Barna,  a  respected  firm 
based  in  Ventura,  Calif.,  shows  that  46  per¬ 
cent  of  people  who  saw  the  ads  expressed 

Lon  Morris  College 

Lon  Morris  College,  a  Methodist  sup¬ 
ported  institution  for  130  years,  is 
accepting  nominations  for  a  full-tuition 
Bishop’s  Scholar  for  the  coming  academ¬ 
ic  year  of  2003-04. 

Renewable  for  a  second  year,  the 
value  of  this  award  may  be  as  much  as 
$12,800  over  the  course  of  a  student’s 


willingness  to  attend  a  United  Methodist 
church,  Horswill-Johnston  said. 

“These  people  are  searching  for  deep¬ 
er  meaning  in  life  and  are  finding  a  word 
of  hope  in  the  messages  we  show  on  tel¬ 
evision  across  the  country,”  he  said.  “Our 
messages  are  resonating  with  people 
looking  for  a  place  to  live  their  faith.” 

The  Barna  research  dovetails  with 
data  showing  increases  in  worship  atten¬ 
dance  at  United  Methodist  churches 
across  the  country  in  2001,  he  said.  Total 
attendance  increased  by  7  percent  com¬ 
pared  with  2000,  almost  double  the  four 
percent  increase  objective  set  for  the 
entire  2001-04  quadrennium. 

The  percentages  are  based  on  atten¬ 


dance  figures  at  153  United  Methodist 
churches,  representing  each  U.S.  juris¬ 
diction. 

The  Commission  on  Communication, 
UMCom’s  governing  body,  recently 
approved  a  proposal  paving  the  way  for 
the  agency  to  ask  the  2004  General 
Conference  for  $41  million  to  sustain 
and  expand  Igniting  Ministry  through 
the  2005-08  quadrennium. 

The  plan  includes  additional  airings 
between  the  three  annual  established 
flights  of  commercials;  a  media  pres¬ 
ence,  including  church  communications 
projects  and  consultation,  in  Africa,  Asia 
and  Europe;  and  a  grass-roots,  youth- 
oriented  expression. 


accepting  full-scholarship  nominations 


career  at  the  two-year  institution  situat¬ 
ed  in  Jacksonville,  Tex.  Only  one  candi¬ 
date  per  conference  is  nominated  by  the 
presiding  bishop. 

Students  must  reside  on  campus  for 
the  entire  year.  The  award  does  not 
cover  the  cost  of  room,  board,  fees  or 
books. 


Interested  persons  may  download  an 
application  for  the  scholarship  by  visit¬ 
ing  the  Conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org. 

For  more  information  contact  Rev. 
Tom  Dolph,  conference  youth  director, 
at  (225)  346-1646  or  email  tdolph@bell- 
south.net. 
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Louisiana  VIM  mission  opportunites  for  2003 


INTERNATIONAL 

CUBA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

November  1-10 

ECUADOR 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

~$  1,800 

Construction 

June  8-15 

EL  SALVADOR 

Quito 

Robbie  Dunham 

-$1,315 

Construction 

May  17-25 

Jayaque 

Clay  Williams 

$975 

Construction 

July  19-27 

Jayaque 

Gary  Willis 

$1,020 

Construction 

September  19-28 

ESTONIA 

Jayaque 

Karl  Klaus 

$855 

Construction 

October  1-15 

ENGLAND 

Voru 

John  Higginbotham 

$1,770 

Construction/VBS 

August  8-18 

Wellington  Ave. 

(WAM)  LiverpoolPlayground 

Ann  Sutton 

$1470 

Build  Intercity 

July  11-20 

Barnhill  Child  Care 
Manchester  garden 

Tim  Lawson 

TBA 

Landscape,  painting, 

Sept.  11-20 

Platt  Lane 

Methodist,  Manchester 

Randy  Nichols 

TBA 

Remodel  Sanctuary 

October  10-19 

HONDURAS 

Huyton  Trinity 

Church,  Liverpool 

Allen  Tuten 

$1,210 

Construction 

June  13-21 

Tegucigalpa 

Don  Cottrill 

$1,115 

Construction 

August  29-Sept.  5 

JAMAICA 

Subirana 

Wybra  Price 

$930 

Construction 

April  22-28 

Westmoreland 

Laura  Brown 

$350* 

Construction 

July  22-28 

Westmoreland 

Laura  Brown 

$350* 

Construction 

October  14-20 

LITHUANIA 

Westmoreland 

Laura  Brown 

$350* 

TBA 

July  1-14  Birzai 

MEXICO  CONSTRUCTION 

Dick  Hooten 

$2,400 

Construction 

March  1-8 

Reynosa 

Terry  Love 

$225 

Construction 

June  18-22 

PUERTO  RICO 

Reynosa 

Ricky  Willis 

$400 

Construction 

March  28-April  5 
RUSSIA 

Culebra 

Larry  Norman/Tim  Smith 

~$  1,195 

Construction 

June  10-21 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

Ekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

-$2000 

Education  &  Repair 

May  25-June  26 

Amsterdam 

Melissa  Gerkin 

$1,765* 

Construction 

May  25-June  8 

Amsterdam 

Melissa  Gerkin 

$860* 

Construction 

July  17-31 

Johannesburg 

Jon  Lord 

-$2,757 

Construction 

USA 

ALASKA 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

June  6-22 

Douglas/Nome 

Allen  Tuten 

-$1,740 

Construction,  painting 

June  6-15 

Nome 

Allen  Tuten 

$1,250 

Construction,  painting 

June  14-22 

ARKANSAS 

Douglas 

Allen  Tuten 

$1,070 

Construction,  painting 

March  2-8 

Heifer  Project  Int'l 

Judy  Shema 

-$395 

Service/Learning 

April  20-26 

Heifer  Project  Int'l 

Jodie  Adams 

$300 

Service/Learning 

November  2-9 

LOUISIANA 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Judi  Robertson 

$195 

Construction/Repair 

March  14-16 

Takin’  It  To 

The  Streets,  Pineville 

John  Butterfield 

$35 

Construction  of  Ramps 

April  23-26 

Sager  Brown 

Rachel  Scott 

$145 

Construction/Repair 

October  25-27 

MISSISSIPPI 

Takin'  It  ToThe  Streets, 
Lake  Charles/Monroe 

John  Bergstedt/ 

Beth  Bostwick 

$35 

Construction  of  Ramps 

April  20-23 

Choctaw  UM  Mission 

NEW  MEXICO 

Debbie  Peplow 

-$150* 

VBS/Repair 

September  6-13 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Casa  Esperanza 

Larry  Maddin 

$520 

Repair/Painting 

April  4-12 

OKLAHOMA 

Goldsboro 

Bob  Townsend 

$300 

Flood  Recovery 

September  20-27 

TEXAS 

OIMC/First  American 
UMC,  Norman,  OK 

LaMarylis  Cotton/ 

Patsy  Schmutz 

$300 

Construction 

Jan.  25-30 

San  Pablo  UMC/ 

Ft.  Worth 

James  Poole 

$190 

Construction 

June  16-21 

YOUTH  MISSIONS 
OKLAHOMA 

Christian  Alliance/ 

Medical  Bridges,  Houston 

McKee 

$200 

Family  Mission 

June  14-21 

OIMC 

Arbeka  UMC 

TBA 

$475 

Construction 

TEXAS 

July  21-31 

Lydia  Patterson/ 

FI  Paso 

Marie  Williams 

$380 

Construction 

~  represents  approximate  cost  until  airline  or  travel  contracts  can  be  completed 
Individuals  or  groups  who  are  interested  in  forming  Disaster  Response  Teams  to 
Fontenot,  Volunteer  Coordinator,  Louisiana  Disaster  Response,  (337)  981-7050. 


*  does  not  include  air  or  land  travel. 

respond  to  needs  in  South  Louisiana  should  contact  Tony 


Youth  in  Mission 

In  2003,  LAVIM  will  direct  its  Youth  in 
Mission  team  offerings  to  two  well-known 
United  Methodist  institutions.  It  will  be 
LAVIM’s  third  youth  venture  to  Oklahoma 
Indian  Missionary  Conference  and  its  first 
to  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso,  Texas. 

OIMC  represents  the  organization  of 
Native  American  UM  congregations  located 
throughout  Oklahoma  and  parts  of  Texas 
and  Kansas  and  has  long  been  a  favorite 
destination  of  youth  mission  teams.  In 
addition  to  the  work  and  new  relationships 
offered  in  mission  labor,  there  is  much  to 
learn  about  Native  American  culture  and 
history.  LAVIM  youth  team  efforts  will  cen¬ 
ter  on  the  Arbeka  UMC,  near  Okemah  in 
central  eastern  Oklahoma.  Youth  will  work 
to  repair  portions  of  concrete  flooring  in  the 
church’s  Fellowship  Hall  as  well  as  replace 
vinyl  flooring  and  paint  the  exterior  and 
interior  of  the  building.  Evening  cultural 
experiences  and  visits  to  historic  Native 
American  sites  will  be  part  of  the  schedule. 

Established  in  1913,  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  (LPI)  is  located  just  blocks  from  the 
US  /Mexican  border  crossing  in  El  Paso.  The 
setting  not  only  offers  work  opportunities 
such  as  painting,  carpentry,  major  and 
minor  repairs,  but  its  bi-national  and  bi-cul- 
tural  student  makeup  offers  our  youth  an 
exceptional  language  and  cultural  experi¬ 
ence.  Ventures  into  Mexican  marketplaces 
are  sure  to  be  part  of  the  mission  agenda! 

Each  team  is  limited  in  number  of  partic¬ 
ipants,  so  early  registration  is  encouraged. 
Deposits  and  registrations  must  be  received 
no  later  than  May  15  and  full  fees  are  due  by 
June  1  for  OIMC  and  July  1  for  LPI.  Travel, 
most  meals,  lodging,  insurance  and  LAVIM 
water  botde  are  included  in  the  mission  fee. 
Teams  will  be  adequately  chaperoned.  For 
full  details  contact  the  LAVIM  office  by  call¬ 
ing  888-239-5286  for  a  Youth  in  Mission 
2003  brochure. 


A  LAVIM  volunteer  gives  stuffed  animals  to  children 
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First  Family  Mission 


proves  great  success 


As  short-term  mission  opportunities 
have  grown  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  through  the  ministry  of 
LAV1M,  so  have  the  requests  for  various 
kinds  of  specialized  mission  possibili¬ 
ties.  In  2002,  one  of  those  requests 
became  a  reality  with  the  first  LAV1M 
Family  Mission. 

Led  by  Rev.  Ann  Sutton,  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette,  the  team  traveled  to 
Christian  Alliance  for  International  Aid 
and  Medical  Bridges  in  Houston,  Texas 
to  offer  the  hands  and  prayers  of  even 
the  tiniest  volunteer  to  meet  the  needs 
of  those  less  fortunate.  The  mission 
was  designed  with  the  work  of  all  ages 
in  mind.  Portions  of  the  mission  found 
families  working  together  to  process 
food  supplies  for  overseas  and  US  dis¬ 
aster  distribution.  At  times,  children 
worked  with  other  children  to  count 
and  pack  medical  items  that  would 
supply  hospitals  and  clinics  in  third 
world  locations.  Ample  time  was  given 
for  mission  education  and  family  gath¬ 
erings  around  the  hotel  pool  where  the 
team  was  housed  in  rooms  equipped 
with  microwave  ovens  and  refrigera¬ 
tors,  important  conveniences  when 
children  are  included.  Each  young  par¬ 
ticipant  was  given  a  world  globe  beach 
ball  to  keep  track  of  the  international 
locations  where  their  work  here  in  the 
US  would  become  a  blessing  to  anoth¬ 
er  child  in  another  land. 

“The  purpose  of  this  mission  was  to 
offer  the  mission  experience  to  families 
with  children.  Our  time  together  was 
filled  with  good  work,  good  fellowship 
and  experiencing  Christian  communi¬ 


Rev.  Ann  Sutton  of  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  led  the  first-ever  Family  Mission  to 
rhrictian  Alliance  for  International  Aid  and  Medical  Bridges  in  Houston. 


ty.  Families 
strengthened  the 
bonds  within 
their  own  family 
as  well  as  build 
relationships  with 
other  families 
and  those  to 
whom  we  went  in 
mission."  said 
Ann  Sutton  as  she 
reflected  on  the 
mission. 

Mrs.  Louise 
Bowers  and  her 
children  Rebekah 
and  Sam  (Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette) 
were  part  of  the 
mission  team: 

“When  I 
approached  my 
children  with  the 
idea  of  a  ‘family’ 
mission  trip,  their 
reaction  was 
somewhat  less 
than  enthusiastic. 

Spend  three  or  four  days  away  from 
phone,  friends,  video  games  and  TV? 
C’mon,  Mom,  you’ve  got  to  be  kidding! 
But  I  felt  it  was  important  for  my  chil¬ 
dren  to  not  only  learn  about  the  needs 
of  others,  but  to  understand  how  just  a 
little  effort  on  our  part  can  make  a 
huge  difference  in  someone’s  life.  Out 
time  in  Houston  was  a  wonderful  time 
of  new  experiences,  meeting  new  peo¬ 
ple,  making  new  friends  among  the 
mission  team,  and  learning  how 


rewarding  giving  of  oneself  can  be.  I 
think  we  all  saw  that  most  vividly  at  the 
community  center  when  we  served 
lunch  to  the  people  who  came. 

Rebekah  enjoyed  helping  with  the 
younger  children,  and  liked  being 
among  the  people  we  were  helping. 
Sam,  who  never  meets  a  stranger,  loved 
making  new  friends  on  die  team.  It 
was  good  to  get  out  of  our  ‘comfort 
zone’  for  just  a  little  while  and  feel  diat 
we  were  doing  an  important,  though 
small,  part  of  God’s  work  in  the  world. 


And,  as  always  seems  to  be  the  case,  we 
ended  up  receiving  far  more  from 
those  we  helped  than  we  were  able  to 
give!  I  think  the  next  time  I  suggest  a 
mission  trip,  the  reaction  will  be  much 
different — we’re  all  looking  forward  to 
the  next  opportunity  to  serve  together." 

Family  Missions  are  planned  for 
2003  as  well.  Please  consult  the  LAVIM 
Mission  Schedule  found  in  this  insert 
for  dates  and  costs.  Brochures  can  be 
obtained  by  calling  the  LAVIM  Office  at 
(888)  239-5286. 


in  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Mission  opportunites  there  include  medical  and  construction  work. 


MEXICO  MINI-MEDICAL/CONSTRUCTION 


DATE 

SITE  TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

(FLY/DRIVE) 

TASK 

January  2-5 

Reynosa  Karolyn  Maughan 

$380/$150* 

Medical  /Construction 

January  16-19 

Reynosa  Dick  Humphries 

$380/$150* 

Medical  /Construction 

February  5-9 

Reynosa  Mark  Martin 

$380/$150* 

Medical 

February  20-23 

Reynosa  Judd  Hammond 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

March  6-9 

Reynosa  R.  Bethley 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

March  20-23 

Reynosa  Jerry  Hilbun 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

April  3-6 

Reynosa  Gloria  Robinson 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

April  17-20 

Reynosa  Tom  Dungan 

$380/$ 150* 

Medical 

May  1-4 

Reynosa  Scott  Bullock 

$380/$ 150* 

Medical/Construction 

May  15-18 

Reynosa  Jack  O'Dell 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

June  5-8 

Reynosa  Pat  Rice 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

June  18-22 

Reynosa  Ricky  Willis 

$380/$150* 

Construction 

July  3-6 

Reynosa  TBA 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

July  17-20 

Reynosa  Anita  Smith 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

August  7-10 

Reynosa  TBA 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

August  21-24 

Reynosa  Barbara  McGill 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

September  4-7 

Reynosa  Bubba  Penick 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

September  18-21 

Reynosa  John  Bergstedt 

$380/$ 150* 

Medical/Construction 

October  2-5 

Reynosa  Asbury,  Lafayetti 

e  $380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

October  23-26 

Reynosa  Tom  Dungan 

$380/$150* 

Medical 

November  6-9 

Reynosa  Jefferson  UMC 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

November  20-23 

Reynosa  Beth  Bowers 

$380/$150* 

Medical/Construction 

December  4-7 

Reynosa  Jack  O'Dell 

$380/$ 150* 

Medical/Construction 
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FROM  THE  DIRECTOR... 

In  the  last  four  and  one  half  years,  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
LAVIM  mission  teams  will  have  gone  out  from  this  Annual 
Conference.  There  have  been  approximately  4,435  volunteers  com¬ 
prised  of  male  and  female,  white,  Hispanic  and  African  American, 
and  spanning  the  ages  of  lap  babies  to  eighty- four.  There  have  been 
medical  and  construction,  family  missions,  youth  missions,  Wesley 
Foundation  teams,  Vacation  Bible  School,  disaster  response,  educa¬ 
tion  teams  and  youth  camps. 

LAVIM  construction  teams  built  or  repaired  churches,  clinics,  shel¬ 
ters  for  the  homeless,  Conference  camps,  women’s  vocational  facili¬ 
ties,  parsonages,  schools,  and  cottages  at  Mount  Sequoyah. 

Missioners  have  repaired  the  homes  of  the  elderly  in  Appalachia  and 
the  poor  of  the  inner  city  of  Denver,  San  Francisco  and  New  Orleans, 
and  labored  at  Native  American  mission  centers,  and  teen  centers, 
disaster  response  ministries  and  cancer  hospices.  Teams  have  trav¬ 
eled  to  thirteen  countries  and  fifteen  states. 

There  have  been  seventy-four  medical  teams  to  Rio  Bravo  or 
Reynosa,  Mexico,  three  to  Bolivia  and  one  to  Haiti.  These  teams  have 
collected  donations  of  approximately  $800,000  in  medical  supplies 
and  medicines  to  be  used  in  their  missions.  Through  the  Benevolent 
Division  of  King  Pharmaceutical,  LAVIM  teams  have  distributed  over 
1.8  million  dollars  in  additional  medicines  and  medical  supplies.  The 
construction  portions  of  those  teams  have  contributed  approximate¬ 
ly  $81,600  towards  the  construction  of  homes,  and  the  repair  of 
churches  and  parsonages  and  refurbishing  a  San  Pablo  church  facili¬ 
ty  for  the  use  of  volunteer  team  housing. 

A  number  of  years  ago  I  ran  across  a  statement  by  George 
MacCloud  which  has  stuck  with  me  all  these  years;  formed  my  own 
mission  in  ministry  more  largely  than  I  have  realized:  “I  simply  argue 
that  the  Cross  should  be  raised  in  the  center  of  the  marketplace  as 
well  as  on  the  steeple  of  the  church.  I  am  recovering  the  claim  that 
Jesus  was  not  crucified  between  two  candles,  but  on  a  cross  between 
two  thieves;  on  the  town’s  garbage  heap;  at  a  crossroads,  so  cosmo¬ 
politan  they  had  to  write  his  title  in  Hebrew,  in  Latin,  and  in  Greek.  At 
the  kind  of  place  where  cynics  talk  smut,  and  thieves  curse,  and  sol¬ 
diers  gamble.  Because  that  is  where  He  died.  That  is  what  He  died  for. 
And  that  is  what  He  died  about.  And  that  is  where  church  people 
ought  to  be,  and  what  church  people  ought  to  be  about.” 

Christ  is  born  again  among  us  and  a  New  Year  begins  in  just  a  few 
short  days.  What  will  you  be  about  in  2003?  LAVIM  will  help  you 
make  a  Christian  Difference  in  a  world  that  needs  more  of  the  incar¬ 
nate  Savior  among  us.  The  marketplace  awaits. ... 

- 

Larry  D.  Norman 

Director,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 


FALL  200 
October  ^ 
iSimMani 


LAVIM  team  members  will  join  in  activities  of  local  children  in  Quito,  Ecuador. 

Hola  to  Quito,  Ecuador 


June  8-15  will  once  again  find 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  back  in  the  beautiful  cap¬ 
ital  city  of  Ecuador.  For  the  third  time 
LAVIM  volunteers  will  travel  to  Quito 
to  experience  this  exciting  Latin 
American  country  and  offer  their  help 
to  those  in  need. 

Under  the  direction  of  Servants  in 
Faith  and  Technology  (SIFAT),  a  UM 
supported  mission  agency,  volunteers 
will  assist  in  completing  a  multi-level 
educational,  health  and  housing  facil¬ 
ity  for  children’s  ministries  in  one  of 
the  city’s  poorest  areas. 

LAVIM  will  continue  to  combine  its 
efforts  with  those  of  Gulfshores  UMC 
in  Alabama,  who  began  the  project 
several  years  ago.  LAVIM  participa¬ 
tion  is  limited  to  five  persons  on  this 
team  so  early  registration  is  a  must. 


Rev.  Bill  and  Betty  Rowell,  Kenner 
FUMC,  participated  in  the  Quito  mis¬ 
sion  in  2002.  "I  recommend  this  mis¬ 
sion!  The  support  and  infrastructure 
for  getting  the  team  to  Ecuador  and 
equipped  to  do  the  mission  was 
excellent.  The  project  is  very  worthy. 

It  is  one  that  people  can  believe  in. 

"There  is  a  great  partnership 
between  the  Ecuadorans  and  the  vol¬ 
unteers  who  go  there.  The  people  are 
so  welcoming  and  they  truly  appreci¬ 
ate  what  teams  are  doing  there.  And, 
Ecuador  is  a  beautiful  country!” 

Those  handy  in  building  and 
repair,  Spanish  translators  or  persons 
desiring  and  willing  to  learn  new  skills 
and  acquire  new  experiences  as  they 
serve  God  and  his  people  should  con¬ 
tact  the  LAVIM  offices  (888-239-5286) 
for  full  information  on  this  team. 


Timberlake, 


from  Update  page  7 


as  they  interacted  with  the  children  coming  for  medical  services.  “One  very  small  boy 
showed  up  at  the  church  and  just  stayed  the  whole  day.  I  never  saw  parents,  but  the 
youth  ’adopted’  him  and  had  a  lot  of  fun  playing  with  him  and  keeping  him  enter¬ 
tained.  They  were  so  willing  to  reach  out  past  themselves,  she  remembered. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  poignant  moments  for  Sarah  came  when  on  her  last  mis¬ 
sion,  the  volunteer  group  was  sitting  down  for  their  evening  meal.  She  noticed  that 


her  grandson  Blake,  who  was  also  a  volunteer,  kept  leaving  the  room  to  go  outside. 
Sarah  finally  asked  Blake  what  was  going  on.  “I  think  the  people  outside  are  asking 
for  food.  I  think  they  are  hungry,”  said  Blake.  “When  I  told  Blake  that  we  really  could¬ 
n’t  give  away  all  our  food,  he  looked  at  me  and  said,  ‘But  isn’t  that  why  we’re  here?’  I 
was  so  humbled,  and  I  realized  that  we  can  learn  so  much  from  the  kids,  too,”  said 
Sarah. 

When  asked  what  serving  as  a  LAVIM  volunteer  means  to  her,  Sarah  replied,  We 
should  never  get  caught  up  in  the  task  at  hand,  but  we  should  remain  immersed  in 
the  purpose  of  our  task.  We’re  not  bringing  Christ  to  those  we’re  helping — He  has 
already  been  there  before  us.  Our  hope  is  to  let  them  see  Christ  in  us. 
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District  youth  join  Conference  NYC  mission 


When  the  twin  towers  came  tum¬ 
bling  down  on  September  11,  2001, 
tiny  John  Street  United  Methodist 
Church  was  coated  with  a  half-inch  of 
dust.  Soon  the  church,  the  oldest 
Methodist  society  in  America, 
became  the  headquarters  for  United 
Methodist  relief  efforts  at  Ground 
Zero.  More  than  a  year  later  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  is  far  quieter.  But  on  a  recent 
Sunday,  it  was  filled  with  noise  as 
members  of  a  Louisiana  Conference 
youth  team  decorated  it  for  the 
Christmas  season.  Sixteen  youth  and 
four  chaperones  participated  as  part 
of  a  trip  to  study  terrorism  at  the 
Church  Center  across  from  the 
United  Nations.  The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  and  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  sponsor  these  pro¬ 
grams. 

Participants  included  youth  from 
St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  and 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New 
Orleans.  Youth  from  St.  Timothy  were 
Garrett  Andersen,  Hannah  Andersen, 
Melissa,  Alex,  Brad,  George,  Kelly, 
Sarah,  Polly,  Lane,  Mallory,  Brenna, 
and  Ashley. 

Rhonda  Whidey,  their  youth  direc¬ 
tor,  chaperoned.  Rayne  Memorial 
youth  attending  were  Lauren  Jensen, 
Ben  Segal,  and  Cassie  Segal.  Youth 
director  Melissa  Sparks  and  her  hus¬ 
band  Cory  Sparks  accompanied 
them.  Director  of  Conference  Youth 
Ministries  Rev.  Tom  Dolph  coordinat¬ 
ed  the  trip. 

The  youth  had  a  chance  to  tour  the 
United  Nations  and  learn  from  a 
number  of  fascinating  speakers  dur¬ 
ing  the  seminar.  In  the  first  presenta¬ 
tion,  David  Wildman,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  for  Human  Rights  at  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministry,  spoke  about 
definitions  of  terrorism  and  how 
youth  can  respond  to  political  vio¬ 
lence.  Another  popular  speaker  was 


Vina  Nadjibula,  a  native  of 
Afghanistan,  who  told  how  decades  of 
war  have  torn  apart  her  nation.  At  the 
close  of  the  second  day,  a  youth  edu¬ 
cator  who  works  with  the  United 
Nations  gave  some  dance  tips  and 
helped  the  participants  find  ways  to 
share  their  experiences  with  those 
back  home.  As  a  final  exercise,  the 
youth  prepared  a  peace  message  that 
was  broadcast  over  United 
Methodist-sponsored  Radio  Africa 
during  the  Thanksgiving  weekend.  It 
featured  singing,  readings  from  scrip¬ 
ture,  and  statements  about  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  peace  in  the  world. 

Along  with  the  seminar  experi¬ 
ence,  participants  had  an  opportunity 
to  explore  the  city.  The  youth  enjoyed 
trips  to  Rockefeller  Center,  the 
Empire  State  Building,  Chinatown, 
Litde  Italy,  and  other  landmarks.  They 
also  attended  two  performances  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  At  the  Blue  Man  Group, 
a  popular  musical  and  theatrical 
experience,  one  of  the  youth,  George 
Krause,  even  participated  in  the  per¬ 
formance.  Following  work  at  an 
Upper  West  Side  food  pantry  on 
Wednesday,  the  group  saw  what  may 
be  one  of  the  final  Broadway  per¬ 
formances  of  Les  Miserables.  The 
show  focuses  on  the  very  themes  of 
love,  suffering,  violence,  and  redemp¬ 
tion  on  which  the  trip  centered.  After 
a  late  night,  the  group  got  an  early 
start  on  a  freezing  Thanksgiving 
morning.  They  caught  part  of  the 
Macy’s  parade  before  serving  at  a 
“Four  Star”  soup  kitchen  in  a  local 
church.  Following  that  meal,  they 
returned  to  John  Street  UMC  for  their 
own  Thanksgiving  dinner  with  pastor 
Jim  McGraw.  After  a  jam-packed 
week,  this  time  together  gave  them  a 
chance  to  reflect  on  their  many  bless¬ 
ings.  The  group  left  New  York  on 
Friday  morning,  retreating  to  the  rela¬ 
tive  warmth  of  home. 


Send  your  church’s  stories  to  the  North  Shore  District  Communication  Advisor: 

Rev.  Brady  Whitton 
355  Asbury  Dr. 

MandeviUe,  LA  70471-3136 
(985)  626-3307 
bswhitton@earthlink.net 


On  Sunday,  November  24,  Lacombe  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated 

its  75th  Anniversary.  In  honor  of  the  occasion.  Bishop  Bill  Hutchinson  delivered 

the  sermon  and  served  communion  to  a  congregation  that  filled  the  sanctuary. 

Also  present  for  the  celebration  were  Mrs.  Kay  Hutchinson,  and  District 
Superintendent  Grayson  Watson  and  his  wife,  Sally.  At  75,  Lacombe  is  looking  to 
the  future,  and  to  a  ministry  in  line  with  the  Bishop's  concern  for  "the  least  of  these". 


Scout  leader  honored  at  FUMC  Covington 


Wayne  Orechwa  was  recendy  hon¬ 
ored  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Covington.  For  the  past  32  years, 
Orechwa  has  served  as  Scoutmaster  of 
Troop  110,  which  is  sponsored  by  the 
First  UMC.  He  is  preparing  to  move  to 
Taos,  New  Mexico,  where  he  will  serve  as 
director  of  trail  maintenance  of  the 
Carson  National  Forest,  which  has  over 
300  miles  of  forest  trails. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Maxwell  recognized 
Orechwa  during  the  church  service,  pre¬ 
senting  him  with  a  plaque.  Afterwards, 


the  Helping  Hands  group  at  the  church 
hosted  a  cake  and  punch  reception. 

Orechwa  had  led  Troop  1 10  in  attain¬ 
ing  many  awards  and  achievements, 
including  leading  and  accompanying  24 
scouts  to  the  2001  National  Jamboree, 
making  up  three-fourths  of  the  Council 
Troop  representing  the  state  of 
Louisiana.  His  endless  dedication  to 
scouting  led  him  to  drive  weekly  to  the 
Avondale  Boy  Scout  Camp  during  the 
last  1  */2  years  to  direct  and  participate  in 
repairing  the  camp. 


Casa  Esperanza 

"She  sat  trembling,  but  also  anxious  to  talk.  I  asked  simple  questions  and  her  story 
began  to  unfold,  bit  by  bit.  As  I  spoke  to  her,  I  know  that  my  mission  here  had  been 
defined  -  THIS  was  my  mission. . ."  That  passage  was  taken  from  the  journal  of 
Darlene  Kenny  Melancon,  one  of  1 1  members  of  a  recent  Volunteers  in  Mission 
(VIM)  Team  that  spent  a  week  in  September  at  Casa  Esperanza,  a  residential  facility 
for  cancer  patients  and  their  families,  in  Albuquerque,  NM. 

The  team,  led  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Larry  Maddin,  saw  its  purpose  as  making  a  difference 
through  interaction  with  the  residents.  Between  comforting  patients,  team  mem¬ 
bers  painted  three  apartments,  cleaned  the  kitchen  and  storage  areas,  pulled 
weeds  and  tended  gardens  outside  the  center,  and  prepared  a  delicious  Louisiana 
meal  for  the  50  residents.  A  daily  log  recorded  248  hours  of  work  put  in  by  the 
team. 

Members  of  the  team  included  Anne  and  Paul  Bray,  Clint  and  Thelma  Kern,  Dr.  Larry 
and  Gayle  Maddin,  Darlene  Kenny  Melancon,  David  and  Sue  Miller,  Julie  Pitard  and 
Jill  Williams. 

Gayle  Maddin  reflected  after  returning  home,  "Getting  to  meet  those  people  with 
such  major  problems  made  us  realize  how  very  fortunate  we  are." 
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Mission  Blitz 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church's  Mission  Committee  sponsored  a 
Mission  Blitz  last  fall.  In  searching  for  projects,  they  were  connected  with  Rev. 

Mary  Anne  Collie,  who  pastors  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church.  St.  James  was 
built  in  1 868  at  91 6  Adams  Street  in  Monroe,  La.  It  is  a  very  large  and  beautiful 
building  in  need  of  renovation.  Rev.  Collie  and  the  congregation  were  trying,  on  a 
small  scale,  to  remodel  the  interior.  She  informed  Lea  Joyner  that  the  sanctuary 
was  in  need  of  being  painted,  so  they  made  that  one  of  their  Mission  Blitz  proj¬ 
ects.  With  a  crew  of  about  12,  members  of  Lea  Joyner  painted  the  whole  sanctuary 
in  about  5  hours.  The  St.  James  congregation  has  since  put  in  baseboard  molding, 
painted  the  vestibule  and  repaired  the  stairways.  With  more  jobs  tackled  and  com¬ 
pleted,  the  134-year-old  church  can  once  again  be  a  beautiful  architectural  land¬ 
mark  in  Monroe. 


Wisner  UMC  helps  area  family  in  need 


BY  FRANCES  GUY 
PASTOR,  WISNER  UMC 

In  the  fall  of  2001,  Bess,  a  member  of 
our  church,  learned  that  four  children  in 
Wisner  (Leanne,  age  9;  Kelsey  and 
Chelsey,  twins  age  5;  and  Ciera,  age  3) 
had  been  taken  out  of  their  homes 
because  of  abuse  by  their  step-father 
and  placed  in  the  care  of  their  grand¬ 
mother.  The  UMW  chose  to  “adopt”  the 
children  and  assist  the  grandmother 
financially  with  school  clothes  and  sup¬ 
plies,  birthday  gifts,  and  Christmas  gifts. 
The  UMW  reported  periodically  to  our 
congregation,  and  we  assisted  them 
financially  as  needed. 

Bess  was  the  liason  between  the 
grandmother  and  our  church.  In  the 
spring  of  2002, 1  encouraged  her  to 
invite  the  children  to  church  so  that  our 
congregation  could  get  to  know  them 
and  they  could  get  to  know  us.  Thus 
began  a  relationship  with  the  children 
and  the  grandmother  that  has  had  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  life  of  our 
church. 

After  the  children  had  a  chance  to 
meet  me  and  spend  some  time  with  me, 
I  began  to  pick  them  up  on  my  way  into 
Wisner  for  church.  I  have  gotten  really 
attached  to  them,  especially  Leanne, 
who  apparently  received  the  worst  of  the 
abusive  situation  they  were  living  in.  Of 
all  the  children  she  seemed  the  most  sad 


and  withdrawn.  She  never  smiled  or 
talked  to  anyone.  In  July,  we  had  a  skat¬ 
ing  party  for  the  children,  youth  and 
young  people  in  our  church;  for  the  first 
time,  we  saw  Leanne  smile.  Gradually 
she  is  opening  up  and  is  at  every  service 
we  have  at  the  church.  She  will  do  any¬ 
thing  I  ask  her  to  do,  serves  as  an 
acolyte,  and  is  my  “shadow.”  I  have 
spent  time  with  her  on  a  one-on-one 
basis  and  have  even  had  her  visit  me  in 
my  home. 

One  Sunday  in  September  when  I 
picked  the  children  up  for  church, 
Leanne  seemed  disturbed.  When  I  asked 
her  if  something  was  wrong,  she  said  her 
bicycle  had  been  stolen  the  day  before. 

A  couple  of  weeks  later  the  bike  had  not 
been  found,  so  our  congregation  decid¬ 
ed  to  buy  her  a  new  one. 

Since  we  did  not  want  to  do  for  one  of 
the  children  without  doing  for  all  of 
them,  we  bought  all  four  a  new  bike  and 
presented  the  bikes  to  them  at  the  close 
of  our  worship  service  on  September  22. 
Their  mom  came  to  church  that  Sunday 
with  the  children  and  was  very  touched 
by  our  gesture. 

She  has  been  in  worship  a  couple  of 
times  since  then,  but  works  most 
Sundays.  At  the  present  time  we  have 
been  unable  to  get  the  grandmother  to 
attend  worship,  but  I  have  visited  with 
her  in  the  home  and  by  phone. 


Send  your 


church’s  stories  to  the  Alexandria  District  Communication  Advisor: 


Floyce  Meyer 
2042  Arkansas  Rd. 
West  Monroe,  LA  71291 
(318) 396-2118 
flossie@bayou.com 
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Pumpkins  decorate  the  lawn  for  the  first  Pumpkin  Patch  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe. 


Pumpkin  Patch  a  first  for  First,  West  Monroe 


BY  TONYA  HAMILTON 

In  October  2002,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  West  Monroe 
held  it’s  first  ever  Pumpkin  Patch  and 
it  was  a  tremendous  success!  School 
kids  participated  in  activities  like,  a 
maze  of  pumpkins,  story  time,  snack 
time,  carving  information,  a  fort  built 
of  hay  and  game  time.  The  children 
were  excited  about  the  field  trip  and 
the  teachers  had  positive  comments. 
The  school  kids  received  a  bag  with  a 
pumpkin,  a  magnet,  candy,  Chic-Fil- 
A  coupons,  a  bookmark,  and  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  school. 

Most  can’t  wait  until  next  year  for 
this  event!  While  the  Pumpkin  Patch 
can  be  a  major  fundraiser,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  UMC,  West  Monroe 
wanted  to  find  a  way  to  reach  the 
community  and  the  church  was  suc¬ 
cessful  with  over  2,000  school  kids 
visiting  the  patch.  The  committee  was 
struggling  with  how  to  use  the 
Pumpkin  Patch  as  an  outreach  when 
they  came  across  the  pumpkin  poem. 
We  put  this  poem  on  a  bookmark  and 


passed  them  out  to  the  kids.  It  says, 
“Someone  once  said  that  being  a 
Christian  is  a  lot  like  being  a  pump¬ 
kin.  God  saves  you  from  the  patch, 
brings  you  in,  and  washes  all  the  dirt 
off.  Then  He  cuts  the  top  off,  and 
scoops  out  the  yucky  stuff.  He 
removes  the  seeds  of  doubt,  hate  and 
greed,  etc.,  then  He  carves  you  a  new 
smiling  face  and  puts  His  light  inside 
of  you  to  shine  for  all  the  world  to 
see.” 

In  addition  to  the  poem,  we  talked 
about  God’s  creation  and  how  won¬ 
derful  each  of  us  are  because  we  are 
unique,  just  like  every  pumpkin. 

While  we  were  unloading  the 
4,000  pumpkins  we  discovered  that 
there  was  only  one  white  pumpkin  in 
the  bunch.  One  of  the  members 
wrote  a  poem  about  how  special  each 
of  us  are  even  if  we  are  different.  We 
used  that  poem  and  the  white  pump¬ 
kin  at  story  time. 

The  Pumpkin  Patch  was  one  of 
the  greatest  ministries  our  congrega¬ 
tion  has  participated  in. 


Vidalia  UMC  holds  thirtieth  'Taster's  Tea' 


By  Barry  Dennis,  Pastor 
The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Vidalia  United  Methodist  Church  did 
something  November  8  it  has  done  over 
30  times  in  as  many  years.  It  opened  the 
doors  of  the  church  kitchen,  or  at  least 
the  members’  kitchens  to  the  communi¬ 
ty  and  invited  them  in. 

It  was  in  1970  that  the  first  Taster’s 
Tea  was  organized  by  the  Vidalia  UMW. 
As  part  of  the  tea  each  year  the  UMW 
publishes  a  cookbook  with  recipes  sub¬ 
mitted  by  members  of  the  church  as  well 
as  friends  of  the  community.  The  Vidalia 
UMW  Taster’s  Tea  has  become  such  a 


tradition  in  the  community  that  tickets 
sell  themselves.  So,  on  the  second  Friday 
of  November  when  the  doors  were 
opened  it  was  no  surprise  that  200  peo¬ 
ple  came  to  once  again  enjoy  the  culi¬ 
nary  delights  spread  before  them. 

Those  attending  could  choose  from 
100  dishes  prepared  by  the  members  of 
the  Vidalia  church  and  a  few  community 
friends.  All  of  the  dishes  could  be  found 
among  the  150  recipes  in  this  years 
cookbook  which  was  also  on  sale. 

The  proceeds  from  the  Taster’s  Tea 
are  used  in  various  mission  causes 
throughout  the  year. 


